
 

HOMILY: YEAR A - Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 

At Jewish Seder Meal, youngest child asks oldest person “Why is this night different from any 

other?” 

Response: detailed recounting of Israel’s national epic: 

o Who they were 

o How they came to be 

o How they are different and 

o How they gained freedom from slavery under guiding hand of Yahweh and his prophet 

Moses. 

The meal, replicating the Exodus experience and the story that interprets it has been the glue of 

Jewish Identity for some 3000 years.  Even secular Jews celebrate Passover if not as a religious 

event, then as a national event - this is their history. This is who they are as a people and 

Passover never lets them forget it. That is why they have lasted so long. But that is what National 

Epics do! They embody the values, the ideals that give a people an Identity and something by 

which to measure themselves. 

▪ So Greeks have sagas about Homer, 

▪ Romans have Emperor worship, 

▪ Indians have their tribal tales, 

▪ Muslims have Mecca & Medina, 

▪ Jews have the Passover and  

▪ Christians have their gospel stories and Eucharist. 

Through ritual and symbol, all these people regularly celebrate their stories, thus strengthening 

their identity as a people and re-connecting with the values they believe in. When conquerors want 

to dominate and assimilate people they have taken over, first thing they usually do is to dismantle 

the national story/narrative in order to get rid of the people’s identity. So they -: 

o destroy their shrines and statues, tear down their monuments (as in Syria), 

o they co-opt their sacred symbols, 

o re-name their cities and streets (St Petersberg to Leningrad),  

o burn their books,  

o restrict their freedom of speech and  

o most of all, distract the people with new and glitzy promises until their assimilation is 

complete, their stories forgotten and their memories gone. 

Two important factors to understand in this process: 1st - this is what was going on in Jesus 

Christ’s time - suppressing the memory - and when Jesus Christ tried to call the people back to 

remembering who they were as the chosen children of God and how they should act like it, the 

memory erasers, those with vested interests, which is always the rich and powerful, they killed 

him. 

That’s the truth: Jesus Christ died from being a subversive, a prophet who spoke out fearlessly 

against the false stories and the fabricated values imposed by the “thieves and robbers“crowd of 

His time. 

In fact, Jesus Christ’s whole life was a challenge to those who were obliterating the biblical 

memory of His people. Jesus’ deliberately provocative stories and actions said it shouldn’t be this 

way. 



 

 

For an example of His counter-cultural subversion, take Palm Sunday; an important aspect I 

previously hadn’t been aware of:  Note: Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem by East Gate on a donkey 

with poor people, because the week before, Pilate had entered the West Gate on a mighty looking 

horse with powerful people and a large military force. 

It was a calculated move on Jesus’ part, a slap in the face to powers that be;  By His move, Jesus 

was offering a deliberate system with alternative values ie: Justice for Injustice, Love for Force, 

Sharing instead of Greed.  Much later, Mahatma Gandhi would imitate Jesus Christ: when he 

came to England, he didn’t arrive in diplomatic dress with high-powered staff to pay heritage to 

powerful political leaders in London. Wrapped in a sheet, wearing a diaper, he first went to exiled 

textile workers in Liverpool, devastated by the English boycott.  

Despite seemingly having the whole establishment against Him - both civic/political and religious 

leaders - Jesus continued His mission. He went right on telling pointed stories about a rich man 

and Lazarus, while others got their fat bonuses; went right on telling stories about good 

Samaritans, the hated enemy, while others preached revenge: he continued to eat with outcasts 

and public sinners while others kept them in their segregated ghettos; he very publicly showed 

mercy to women caught in adultery while other would stone her; he continued to challenge 

injustice and prejudice while the powerful would secretly promote them to their own gain. 

No wonder His enemies had to silence Him. But he didn’t care. He was prepared to risk death to 

empower others to live more fully by remembering their heritage and tradition. 

 

Fast Forward TODAY: 

There are still those who would suppress the Jesus Christ story, those who want to silence, even 

kill us; who don’t want us to be different, who want us to forget who we are.  These people won’t 

put us on a cross and while unlike in other countries, they won’t imprison or behead us. They are 

much more sophisticated; use more subtle methods, they - 

o just slowly neuter our identity and erase our memories,  

o systematically force our stories out of public institutions replacing them with full-on, in your 

face “entertainment”,  

o ban religious talk from public discussion (what are those two issues we’re not supposed to 

talk about in public?) 

o remove sacred images, 

o seduce us with consumerism and materialism, 

o substitute Madonna or Lady Gaga for Mother Mary,  

o replace Sunday worship with shopping and football (1st Anzac Day, then Easter Sunday and 

now Good Friday),  

o replace Happy Christmas with Happy Holidays and ignore mystery / wonder of Easter with 

chocolate, bunnies, hot cross buns etc… 

They give us a society (note: not a community) but a society that glorifies consumerism and 

celebrity and whose motto is the very opposite of gospel story, preaching, as it does, that we do 

live on bread alone and the more bread the better, even if that means others go hungry. 

 

 



 

 

Good examples of clever suppression and spin is statues of St. Francis of Assisi on sale at garden 

departments of big shopping centres, those cathedrals of consumption. Merchants can tolerate 

making him a hippie who talks to birds - that’s acceptable but would never allow the full truth to be 

known ie. son of very rich merchant that, although baptized John, his friends nicknamed him 

“Frenchy” or Francis because of his love of French consumer brands or that at one point, tired of 

his superficial, selfish lifestyle, he decided to take seriously the Jesus stories he had heard all of 

his life and one day, to his father’s horror, walked away fully naked from the mall parking lot, 

leaving the equivalent of his BMW and Armani suit, to wear rags and go and preach to the 

marginalised and embrace what he called Lady Poverty. 

Now that story would never be allowed - Bad for Business!!! 

So, secular people are constantly seeking to replace or voice over the voice of the Good 

Shepherd:-they want us all to forget who we are and to become one of them. 

But it’s not all doom and gloom, is it? For here we are; perhaps you don’t realise that being here 

and choices you make are counter-cultural, subversive acts. Just think about it: 

You and those before you give money to build this beautiful sacred space of prayer, worship and 

celebration for yourselves and your family; there’s no merchandise, no commercials in this 

building, continually stroking your desires, convincing you that you need the latest gadget to make 

you happy; No images of celebrities are plastered on walls; instead we have an outrageous oddity; 

we have a prominent image of a half-naked dead man on a cross. He is up there because he 

dared to speak gibberish about washing one another’s feet and no self-respecting CEO would 

lower themselves to do that. 

▪ He said that the one who would rule must do so by being everyone’s servant; that makes 

no sense and would be laughed at in our power-hungry, aggressively competitive society. 

▪ His “Forgive your enemies, turn the other cheek, walk extra mile” is crazy and naively 

idealistic and movie and TV producers, who so often specialise in revenge and retribution, 

resent his hitting at their bottom line. 

That’s our celebrity up there (pointing to image of Jesus on the cross) 

He’s our national epic.  Certainly a sign of contradiction - are we crazy? 

A secular culture that tells us we are a bundle of insatiable desires that need constant stimulus of 

brand names to make us whole - can’t understand us. They are so threatened they want to 

silence, if not exclude us. 

We can look around at our other celebrities; Look at images and symbols not permitted elsewhere 

- stations of the cross, Mary, Our Lady Help of Christians, Mary McKillop, stained glass windows, 

reminding us of some magnificent stories from our rich heritage and tradition as God’s People. 

Finally, there’s our Eucharist: we soon share in our Passover, the ancient counter-cultural ritual of 

the Bread and Wine - the Body and Blood of Jesus, “Given up for You” in the hope we will 

remember that this is what we too are about. 

We are here to remember all this, to remember we are a people of a different story, the Jesus 

Christ story, a people who are also supposed to Give our Body and Blood for others, a people to 

take up the cross as an inevitable Yoke to carry on behalf of Justice and Compassion for the 

depressed, the hurting and the needy, the despised and the disenfranchised. 

 



 

 

 

So, with all this being said, we come full circle and return to our opening question: 

Why is this 2000 year old meal here today different from any other? 

Answer - because it reminds us of who we are; it reminds us of our basic identity as children of 

God. It jars our memories - Yes, We Belong to Jesus Christ. We are called to follow Him in 

witnessing to a set of values, a set of stories, a set of heroes very different from the secular 

culture. 

It is to your credit that you put this hour aside to pull back a little from a culture that gives us 

endless entertainment, endless commercials, endless distractions from what really matters. 

No doubt sometimes you are tempted to think you are crazy being here “wasting your time” but I 

am confident you are here because you want to show you have a different take on life, that you 

see things from different perspective “Road Less Travelled” as Scott Peck wrote and I am 

guessing, you are looking for like-minded people to support you on the path you have chosen. 

It’s tough being a committed Christian in a world that in so many ways mocks and subverts it. 

We need this space, this time apart. 

That is why we are here - we need each other to help us remember who we are: 

Disciples of Jesus, Children of God, related to Mary and the saints and a people who should be 

broken bread in His memory. 

I, for one, am glad you are here, it helps me (keeps me in job) 

 

Thank you! 

 

Fr. Kevin Burke 

 

This homily was based on material written by US Pastor William Bausch in his book “The Story 

Revealed; Homilies that sustain, inspire and engage”, Chapter 17, “Why is this meal different?” 

and focusing on second reading, 1 Peter 2:20-25. 


