
A Special Christmas Welcome from  

Our Lady Help of Christians Parish 
 

Parish Vision Statement 

A loving parish, centred in Christ, 

that is welcoming, inclusive and connected, 

and relevant to the needs of our world. 

Christmas is a time when friends and families get together. Indeed, as children get older, it is sometimes 

the only time of the year that a family gets together. Many people go to a great deal of trouble – travelling 

long distances, co-ordinating dates and times, organising gifts,  

arranging accommodation. (Sounds a bit like the very first Christmas, doesn’t it?) 
 

The effort can sometimes cause stress and anxiety, but generally speaking, the results are worth it and the 

day seems to go well, or at least well enough to resolve to do it all again next year! 
 

Our Church is God's family, and like other families, many of God’s family only come together at            

Christmas. Please know that if you have been away, either out of hurt or for some other reason, you are very 

welcome, this week and every week. For those who are not Catholic, and have joined our Christmas celebra-

tions as a friend or partner of a Catholic, or just out of curiosity, please know that you also are very welcome. 

One common feature of family Christmas celebrations will be the question ‘what can I bring?’ 
 

Today, lay people are very involved in many aspects of the weekly celebration of the  

Eucharist, including those who proclaim the Word, those who assist in distributing communion, those who 

share their gifts in the music ministry, sacristans, hospitality, and many more behind the scenes. Like 

many other parishes, we also have a number of groups who carry out the Church’s mission of social justice 

and caring for the sick, elderly or disadvantaged. So if you are wondering ‘what can I bring’, there are cer-

tainly many ways to get involved in the life of the Church – indeed, we are all called to ‘full and active                      

participation’. 
 

So welcome to our Christmas celebrations, and for those who are not regular church-goers, please feel welcome 

to come on a more frequent basis. Full details of our parish are on the website, as well as links to some other 

interesting sites and topics. If you would like to talk to someone about becoming a Catholic, or returning to 

the Church, then simply come back to a weekly Mass and/or talk to Fr Kevin. Just like any  get-together, be 

sure to let someone know, so we can make you feel welcome and support you. 
 

Happy Christmas. 

Peter Reardon, Chair of Parish Support Group 

 

 
Parish Priest: Fr Kevin Burke 
Address: 4 Henry St, Eltham 3095 
Phone: 9439 9206 
Web: www.olhc.info 

 Weekday Mass program after Christmas 
    Mass:    Tues Dec 27th to Fri Dec 30th: Tues Jan 3rd to Fri Jan 6th - 9:15am 
          ▪  Comm. Services Tues Jan 10th - Thurs Jan 12th - 9:15am 
    Mass:     Fri Jan 13th - 9:15am 
       ▪  Comm. Services Tues Jan 17th - Thurs 19th - 9:15am  
    Mass:     Friday Jan 20th - 9:15am  
       Then the usual 9:15am Mass  - Tues 24th - Fri 27th  
    *        Fr Kevin absent - January 9th to 11th & 16th to 18th 

Saturday Mass:  6.00pm 
Sunday Mass:    9.00am & 11.00am 
Reconciliation:   Saturday - 9.30am 

Parish Information 

Fr Kevin wishes all parishioners and visitors a joyful and Spirit-filled Christmas season  
and a Peaceful New Year. 

 
Eltham Refugee Project - For the lastest update received from Catholic Care please visit: 
http://us9.campaign-archive1.com/?u=ccf9bc3172292b16c98716b97&id=5fc054ddb0&e=a27f500f62 - see noticeboard for more information 

http://us9.campaign-archive1.com/?u=ccf9bc3172292b16c98716b97&id=5fc054ddb0&e=a27f500f62

