
 PARISH BULLETIN 

Our Lady Help of Christians 
Member of the Diamond Valley Deanery 

 

 

Parish Information 
Parish:   4 Henry Street, Eltham 

House:   P.O. Box 310, Eltham 

Phone:   9439 9206    Fax: 9431 3755 

 

Liturgy Schedule 
 

Weekend Masses   

Saturday    6.00pm 

Sunday     9.00am, 11.00am 
 

Weekday Masses 

Tues -Fri   9.15am 
 

Reconciliation 

Saturday   9:30am 
 

Parish Team 

Parish Priest: Fr. Kevin Burke  

Parish Worker - Gina Ang 

(Tues, Wed & Thurs 9.00am - 4.00pm) 
Parish Secretary:  

Angela Vines - (Mon & Wed       
     9.00am-3.30pm) 
Vicki Jordan - (Fri 9.00am-3.30pm) 
 

email: olhc@alphalink.com.au 

web site: www.olhc.info 

 

School Team 
School Principal: Chris Ray 
School Secretary: Liz Cox 
R.E.C.: Marguerite Jones 
School:   1-13 Henry Street. Eltham  
Phone:   9439 7824                    
email: school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au        
Website:  olhceltham.catholic.edu.au  
 

Diamond Valley Deanery  

email: drcdvd@optusnet.com.au 

website: diamondvalleydeanery.org.au 

Sunday, 6 Apr 2014: Fifth Sunday of Lent - Year A 

Parish Vision Statement 

A loving parish,  

centred in Christ, 

that is welcoming,  

inclusive and connected, 

and relevant to the needs  

of our world. 

GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good 

will. 
We praise you, 

we bless you, 

we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God,  

almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  

Father, you take away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us; you take away 

the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; you are seated at the 

right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the 
glory of God the Father. Amen.  

APOSTLES CREED 

We believe in God, 
the Father  

almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, and in  

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under  
Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 
on the third day he rose from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father  

almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; whoever believes in me will not die for 

ever. Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Today’s Readings   
First Reading Ez 37:12-14 The Lord promises 
to raise his people from the dead. 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 129. R. v.7 
Second Reading Rom 8:8-11 The Spirit of 
God dwells in us. 
Gospel Acclamation See Jn 11:25. 26 
Gospel Jn 11:1-45 Jesus raises Lazarus from 
the dead. Jn 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33-45 
 

 Next Week’s Readings 
First Reading Is 50:4-7 Despite rejection, 
Isaiah does not abandon his call. 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24. 
R. v.2 
Second Reading Phil 2:6-11 Jesus made him-
self lowly and was exalted. 
Gospel Acclamation Phil 2:8-9 
Gospel Mt 26:14 – 27:66 The Passion. Mt 
27:11-54 The Passion - Shorter Form 

HOLY WEEK CEREMONIES 2014 

Tuesday April 15th          
7.30 pm: Reconciliation Liturgy   
    

Holy Thursday April 17th  

7.30 pm: Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Good Friday April 18th   
11:00am: Stations of the Cross  

 3:00pm: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
 

EASTER CEREMONIES 
Easter Saturday - April 19th 7:30pm:Vigil Mass 

Easter Sunday April 20th  
9:00 am & 11:00 am Masses 



 

LENT - the annual time of renewal for 
the faith community – is drawing to an 
end. On the Fifth Sunday of Lent we 
are warned that time is running out. 
‘See, the day is coming’.  
 

Soon it will be PALM SUNDAY (13
th
 

April). At the 9 am Mass, we will  
gather for a reading, after which we 
will process into the Church with olive 
branches, to commemorate the Lord’s  
triumphal entry to Jerusalem. But the 
gospel reading of the Passion of 
Christ will soon quieten our mood. 
 

‘Now, the hour has come.’ 
 

How have we spent these last few 
weeks? Are we ready for what lies 
ahead? Are we ready to fully, actively, 
consciously participate in this  
journey? Have we prepared  
ourselves? Do we plan to attend the 
Easter services? Have we  
volunteered to help?  
 

On Tuesday 15
th

 April, we will hold a 
penitential service at 7.30 pm. A time 
to reflect on our lives, and especially 
the last few weeks, as we move to the 
three days that are the centre of our 
Church's year – the Easter Triduum - 
a three day celebration of the Life, 
Death and Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 
 

On HOLY THURSDAY (17
th
 April) we 

gather at 7.30 pm to celebrate the 
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper. 
The mass will include the moving  
ritual of the humble washing of the 
feet of parishioners by our priest and 
in the spirit of service and good 
works, we are encouraged to return 
our Project Compassion boxes to be 
offered and blessed at this mass. 
With the consecrated hosts removed 
and the altar stripped, we will leave 
the Church in stillness and silence, to 
watch and pray. 

THE CELEBRATION OF EASTER 2014 

On GOOD FRIDAY (18
th
 April) we  

continue to watch and pray with the 
Lord. We will pray the Stations of the 
Cross at 11 am, and at 3 pm, we will 
venerate the holy wood of the cross.  
We will listen again to the Passion of 
Christ and take communion, as we 
keep watch, in stillness and silence.  
 

This is the Passover of the Lord. It 
is our Passover into new life. 
 

THE EASTER VIGIL (19th April) will 
start at 7.30 pm when we gather in 
silence for the blessing of the fire and 
the  procession of the Paschal  
candle. We’ll proclaim the story of 
salvation – from the roll-call of  
creation and the testing of Abraham 
to the liberation of  Israel from Egypt. 
The Prophets will expound on the  
fidelity of Israel’s God and the gift of 
God’s own spirit. 
 
And then, the Resurrection! 
 

 
There are no baptisms this year, but 
to mark this night of nights, we will 
renew our own baptism vows. 
 
Please set these Three Days aside, to 
gather together, to keep watch, and to 
hear some of the Church's most 
beautiful prayers and scriptures. 
 

This is THE time  
for renewal, for rebirth, for new life, and  

for welcoming people to the community of  
OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS PARISH, ELTHAM. 

 

For the Palm Sunday Masses, you are invited to bring your 

own palm branches. Some will be provided. If you are able to 

get some big palm fronds, please contact the Parish office by 

Wednesday April 9th. 

 

The main Mass this year will be the 9.00am Mass - we will 

begin in the hall and process to the Church. 

ASYLUM SEEKER ACTION 

On next Sunday, Palm Sunday, there 
will be a Prayer Service in Solidarity 

with Refugees from 1.00pm to 
1.30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral - it 

will be led by Bishop Vincent Long, 

himself an asylum seeker from  
Vietnam. 

Let’s say with Pope Francis: 
‘Whoever turns refugees away, forgets 

that Jesus was also one’. 
After the service we can WALK FOR 

JUSTICE FOR REFUGEES, starting at 

2.00pm at the State Library, corner 
Swanston & La Trobe Streets. 
 

Sr Annette Cunliffe, head of the Aus-

tralian Sisters of Charity and spokes-
person for Catholic Religious Australia, 

is calling for a NATIONAL LAMENT - a 
campaign of prayer, penance and  

action for people seeking asylum in 

Australia as many people are disturbed 
and disgusted by the harsh and  

punitive policies and conditions to 
which people seeking asylum are  

being subjected. 
 

The tragic death of one person on Ma-
nus Island and the injuries to many, 

highlights the lack of care and dignity 
of both the Government and Opposi-

tion and the absence of any sense of 

their legal and moral responsibilities. 
Part 1 of the campaign is engaging in 

prayer, penance and action, i.e. 
Making Fridays a day of prayer and 

penance 

Writing to your Federal member 

and Minister Scott Morrison ex-

pressing your lament for people 
seeking asylum here.  

 

Please take the one page sheet  

headed “NATIONAL LAMENT” with 
reflections and prayers by Pope  

Francis and some practical  

suggestions.  
 

There’s also a page headed: “Justice 

for refugees and people seeking  

asylum would mean:” 



 PALM SUNDAY PROCESSION 

Next Sunday, the procession will be at the 9.00am Mass, 
commencing in the school hall.   

 
EASTER MARIAN 

Please forward articles for the Easter Marian to the parish 

office olhc@alphalink.com.au by this Thursday April 10. 
 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC? 
From time to time people express an interest in becoming 

a member of the Catholic Church; often they enjoy  
coming to Mass and they are keen to participate more fully 

by receiving the Eucharist. If you or someone you know is 

interested, we can offer an information session - see Gina, 
Marlis or Fr Kevin. 

Marlis and Gina are putting together a program, possibly 
starting in May. There are already some likely candidates 

so it will be very much a group experience. 

 
WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT GINA WILL NOW BE 

WORKING THREE DAYS EACH WEEK - TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY 
& THURSDAY FROM 9.00AM TO 4.00PM. 

 
 

The G.S.A. parents who did not attend Thursday evening’s 
Formation session are asked to contact Fr Kevin or Gina by 

4.00pm next Wednesday. 
 

 
PARKING FOR MORNING MASS 

The school skip bins are emptied Tuesday, every second 

Wednesday and Fridays.  Can you please allow sufficient 
room in front of the bins for a large truck to empty the 

bins.  Park close to the wire gate, or alongside the hall.  
Please DO NOT PARK on Main Road side of the area.  

There are also parking spots available in front of the  

parish house and plenty of spots in the top car park. 
 

SIX MONTH HOMESTAY NEEDED IN MONTMORENCY OR 
ELTHAM 

Are you able to provide a homestay for a young man, 
Salar, who is on a bridging visa?  His visa denies him the 

right to work, receive English lessons or undertake job 

training.  Salar is 21 years old, from Afghan background. 
He is mature, friendly and self-reliant. Salar plays for a 

soccer team, enjoys exercising, swimming, reading, watch-
ing movies, listening to  traditional music and cooking. He 

can speak, read and write English at a basic level. Salar 

wants to live for a time in an English-speaking household, 
so he has the opportunity to practise his English conversa-

tion every day, to meet Australians and learn more about 
Australia and “Australian” culture. Salar can contribute to 

expenses and assist with home duties. 

Please contact Pam Rowley 9439 1853 / 0417 110 837 for 
more information. 

 
STEWARDSHIP ENVELOPES 

Could those people who are giving by direct debit or  
credit card  please pick up your Stewardship 

acknowledgement letter from the gathering area. 

 
RECONCILIATION - Lent is an ideal time to celebrate  

Reconciliation - it will be available next Saturday April 12 
at 9.30am but not on Easter Saturday. It will also be  

available at 9.45am on Tuesday week (April 15) and 

Wednesday week (April 16) in Holy Week. 

PRAYERS PLEASE 
We pray for those who have died recently and those 

whose anniversaries occur at this time. We also pray for 
those who  are sick and in need of our care. 

Recent Deaths 
 Ethel Robertson  

Anniversaries 
 Janet Taylor  

Sick  
Colleen Scully (daughter-in-law of Rosemary Scully) 
Ruth Decker 

 

BAPTISM WELCOME 
This weekend we welcome into our  faith community the 

following children who are being baptized on Sunday.  
Sienna Chapple 

Zarly & Taj  Mroz      

Natalie Bremner   

Charlotte McDonnell 

We pray that the light of Christ which they receive will 
always burn brightly. 
 

EASTER HOSPITALITY 
It would be appreciated if people could bring a plate to 

share after the  Vigil Mass and the 9.00am and 11.00am 
Easter Sunday Masses. 
 

EASTER—ALMOST HERE! 

Please take a copy “Celebration of Easter’ from the  
gathering area.  It has details of all Easter ceremonies  

together with some reflections on the Triduum. 
 

PERSPECTIVES 

On the gathering area table are two new articles: 
“How to make asylum policy firm but fair” by Nicholas 

Reece 

“Abbott fiddles while Manus Island burns” by Michael 

Gordon. 

 
CUSHIONS FOR HARD SEATS NOW AVAILABLE 

We now have 12 cushions for people who find our pews 
uncomfortably hard. They are on the small table immedi-

ately on the left as you enter the church proper. Please 

return the cushion to the table at the end of Mass. If any-
one would like to contribute to the cost, please see Fr Kev-

in or Angela or Vicki 
 

ATTENTION EASTER LITURGY VOLUNTEERS 

The Liturgy Committee and Fr Kevin sincerely thank every-
one who has volunteered for an Easter liturgy. If you have 

done so, please check the sheets in the gathering area to 
confirm your role and if there are any issues, please advise 

Fr Kevin immediately. 
 

LADIES RETREAT - LOYOLA COLLEGE CHAPEL 

The Cup of Life – Sat 3 May from 9.00am – 12.30pm. 
Bookings: Sr. Nelia on 9433 0265 / www.trybooking.com/

ERCZ or / llanton@loyola.vic.edu.au by 28 April. 

LIBRARY NEWS   
Book of the month for April 
Falling Upward by Richard Rohr;: 
The second half of life and understanding 
the spiritual aspects of ageing. 

 

  Trish 

ASYLUM SEEKER ACTION 

On next Sunday, Palm Sunday, there 
will be a Prayer Service in Solidarity 

with Refugees from 1.00pm to 
1.30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral - it 

will be led by Bishop Vincent Long, 

himself an asylum seeker from  
Vietnam. 

Let’s say with Pope Francis: 
‘Whoever turns refugees away, forgets 

that Jesus was also one’. 
After the service we can WALK FOR 

JUSTICE FOR REFUGEES, starting at 

2.00pm at the State Library, corner 
Swanston & La Trobe Streets. 
 

Sr Annette Cunliffe, head of the Aus-

tralian Sisters of Charity and spokes-
person for Catholic Religious Australia, 

is calling for a NATIONAL LAMENT - a 
campaign of prayer, penance and  

action for people seeking asylum in 

Australia as many people are disturbed 
and disgusted by the harsh and  

punitive policies and conditions to 
which people seeking asylum are  

being subjected. 
 

The tragic death of one person on Ma-
nus Island and the injuries to many, 

highlights the lack of care and dignity 
of both the Government and Opposi-

tion and the absence of any sense of 

their legal and moral responsibilities. 
Part 1 of the campaign is engaging in 

prayer, penance and action, i.e. 
Making Fridays a day of prayer and 

penance 

Writing to your Federal member 

and Minister Scott Morrison ex-

pressing your lament for people 
seeking asylum here.  

 

Please take the one page sheet  

headed “NATIONAL LAMENT” with 
reflections and prayers by Pope  

Francis and some practical  

suggestions.  
 

There’s also a page headed: “Justice 

for refugees and people seeking  

asylum would mean:” 



PARISH SCHEDULE 
Baptisms 
On 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month at 12:15pm. 
6 weeks notice required. Baptism preparation held last Saturday 
of the month at 10:00am.  
On the 4th Sunday of each month Baptism candidates are 
welcomed during Mass. 
 

ST. Vincent  de Paul Piety Stall Open During W/end Masses - 

Donations for next week:  
Breakfast cereals, biscuits, cake mixes, spreads – jams, hon-
ey, peanut butter, vegemite. Sugar, tea, coffee etc. 
 
Altar Society     
April 6     K. Reardon, H Scully, M. Snipe 
April 13    B. Morganti, L. DDunell 
 

Counters     
April 6     T. & R. Daw, R. Dunell 
April 13    P. Garriga, L. Glassford 
 
Pilgrim Rosary Statue  
April 6     Rigg Family 
April 13    Scannell Family 
 
Caring Group Co-Ordinators 
Jayne Britton    9431 2667 
Barbara Bibby   9439 8594 
 

Sunday Morning Tea      
April 6         9.00am  B. & D. Morganti  
     11.00am  C. O’Brien and Family 
April 13     9.00am  M. Scali 
     11.00am  F. & C. Beall 

LITURGY ROSTER 

 COMMENTATOR LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

April 6 -  5th Sunday of Lent 

6.00pm L. Furtado D. Furtado D. Scannell, M. Scannell, V. Jordan 

9.00am A. Stevens M. Snipe M. Scalli, M. Dopheide, D. Donellan, 2 volunteers 

11.00am N. Walker P. reardon K. Reardon. L. Dunell, M. Goss, 2 volunteers 

April 13 -  Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

6.00pm V. Jordan K. Nolan P. Crowle, Y. Iliffe, M. Hadley 

9.00am G. Scully J. Stevens J. Gaspersz, K. Gaspersz, N. Gaspersz, 2 volunteers 

11.00am J. O’Dell S. Woppel M. Goss, S. Rawlinson, C. Egan, 2 volunteers 

REFLECTION  

As a metaphor, death can stand for many 
things. The prophet Ezekiel witnessed the 

death of the nation. The gospel reports 
the death of Lazarus. Although Paul refers 

to the mortal character of our physical 

bodies, he is more concerned with  
spiritual life and death. Death attacks 

each one of us in all three of these ways. 
We are all mortal and subject to physical 

death; we are all sinners and must deal 
with the implications of spiritual death; 

we are all subject to the consequences of 

social sins such as terrorism, violence, group hatred, greed 
and ecological exploitation. The question before us is 

whether or not we are going to allow death to reign in our 
lives and in our communities. 

 

All three readings for this Sunday, as well as the psalm 
response, point out our inability to raise ourselves out of 

the deaths that afflict us. In the passage from Ezekiel, it is 
God who promises to open the graves of the people; the 

people are helpless to do anything. The psalmist cries to 

God from out of the depths of pain and helplessness.  
Acknowledging human propensity to sin, Paul credits the 

Spirit of God with transforming death into life. Finally, it is 
Jesus who calls Lazarus out of the grave and returns him 

to his life. We can see that God does not leave us to  
languish in our various deaths. Instead, God offers us new 

life out of the tombs. All of this is accomplished through 

the mercy and compassion of God. 
 

© Dianne Bergant CSS 
 

 

 
 

All meetings in Gathering Area unless  otherwise specified  
 

Meditation: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 5.30pm;               
            Wednesday: 6.30pm -  All welcome 
Stations of the Cross: Friday: 8.45am   
Adoration: First Friday of the month 7-8pm 
 

 

April 2014 
 

Tues April 8  Thanksgiving meeting 7.30pm 
Wed April 9  St Vincent de Paul  7.45pm 

Fri April 11  Stations of the Cross 8.45am 
Sat April 12  Reconciliation 9.30am 

Sun April 13  Palm Sunday 

Tues April 15 Reconciliation 9.45am 
     Easter Penitential Service 7.30pm 

Wed April 16 Reconciliation 9.45am 
Thurs April 17 Holy Thursday Last Supper Mass 7.30pm  

Fri April 18  Good Friday - Stations 10.00am  

     The Passion of the Lord 3.00pm 
Sat April 19  Easter Vigil 7.30pm 

Sun April 20  Easter Sunday  
Wed April 23 Liturgy Committee 7.30pm 

Fri April 25   Stations of the Cross 8.45am 

  

 


