
 PARISH BULLETIN 

Our Lady Help of Christians 
Member of the Diamond Valley Deanery 
 

Parish Information 
 

Parish:   4 Henry Street, Eltham 

House:   P.O. Box 310, Eltham 
Phone:   9439 9206    Fax: 9431 3755 

 
 

Liturgy Schedule 
 
Weekend Masses   
Saturday    6.00pm 
Sunday    9.00am & 11.00am 
 
 

Weekday Masses 
Wed & Fri   9.15am 
Tues    9.15am & 7.00pm 
Thurs    9.15am & 8.00pm 
 
   
 

Parish Team 
Parish Priest: Fr. Kevin Burke  
Parish Worker - Gina Ang 
(Tues, Wed & Thurs 9.00am - 3.30pm) 
Parish Secretary - Angela Vines 
(Mon & Wed 9.00am-3.30pm) 
Parish Secretary - Loretta Marazzato 
(Fri 9.00am-3.30pm) 
email: olhc@alphalink.com.au 
web site: www.olhc.info 
 
 

School Team 
School Principal: Chris Ray 
School Secretary: Liz Cox (M,W-F) 
School Secretary: Loretta Marazzato (T) 
R.E.C.: Marguerite Jones 
School:   1-13 Henry Street. Eltham  
Phone:   9439 7824                    
email: school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au        
Website:  olhceltham.catholic.edu.au  
 
Diamond Valley Deanery  
email: drcdvd@optusnet.com.au 
website: diamondvalleydeanery.org.au 

Sunday, 13th December 2015: Third Sunday of Advent - Year C 

Parish Vision Statement 

A loving parish,  

centred in Christ, 

that is welcoming,  

inclusive and connected, 

and relevant to the needs  

of our world. 

 

GLORIA 
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 

we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, O God,  
almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world,  

have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world,  

receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the 

Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 

Today’s Readings  
 
First Reading: Zep 3:14-18 

Shout for joy, sing joyfully. 
Responsorial Psalm: Is 12:2-6 R.v.6 

Second Reading: Phil 4:4-7 

Rejoice, the Lord is near. 
Gospel Acclamation: Is 61:1 (Lk: 4:18) 

Gospel Lk 3:10-18 
John announces the coming of the  

Messiah. 

 

Next Weeks Readings 
First Reading: Mi 5:1-4 
The Lord foretells the coming of the 

Messiah from Bethlehem. 
Responsorial Psalm:  

Ps 79:2-3,15-16,18-19. R.v.4 

Second Reading: heb: 10:5-10 
Paul reveals Jesus as the new sacrificial 

offering. 
Gospel Acclamation: Lk: 1:38 

Gospel Lk 1:39-45 Mary visits Elizabeth. 

 

 

RESPONSORIAL 
PSALM 

Cry out with joy 
and gladness: for 
among you is the 
grea and Holy One 

of Israel. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
He sent me to bring Good News to 

the poor. 

Alleluia! 
 

 
Advent Prayer 

 
Jesus, Open our hearts. 

Make your light shine through us 
Will praise your Holy name. 

Come into our hearts,  
Lord Jesus 

Amen 

 
 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 

 
 
 Thurs,  24th   5.00pm Carols 
        ▪ 5.30pm Vigil Mass 
      7.30pm Carols 
        ▪ 8.00pm  Vigil Mass 
     11.30pm Carols 
        ▪12.00am Midnight Mass 
  
  Fri, 25th  8.45am  Carols 
        ▪ 9.00am  Mass  
          
    No 11.00am Mass 

 

 

 

 

 

APOSTLES CREED 
We believe in God, the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 

on the third day he rose from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the 

Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,   
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting.  

Amen 



We pray for those who are recently 
deceased  

Alf Cattanach 
(Father of Anne-Marie O’Brien) 

Darvill Malcolm 
(Friend of Mike Croft) 

and for those whose anniversaries fall at this time. 
We pray for those who are sick and in need of care 

Philomena Harding 
Masako Asai 

Advent Program 

Collection - This Weekend 
There is a collection this weekend for the Melbourne 

Overseas Mission that is based in Peru, Vietnam, West 

Africa, Botswana, Jeruslum, Pakistan, New Guinea and 
other Pacific countries. Melbourne Overseas Mission has 

contributed to the development of disadvantaged people 
since it began in 1969. Recently, poor Palestinian children 

are being educated by Sion sisters at “Ecce Homo” in 
Jeruslum. M.O.M. helps to transform the life of people in 

remote areas, where the poor are often forgotten by their 

own governments. Copies of their annual report are 
available on the table in the gathering area. 

 

Christmas Cards Delivery- Volunteers needed 
One of our parish’s annual traditions is to deliver Christmas 

cards (with images created by our school children) to our 
neighbours alerting them to the true meaning of Christmas 

and our Mass times. If you can help out by delivering some 
cards in your area, please sign up at the map distribution 

table after today’s Mass. 
 

Scripture Diary 2016 
If anyone is interested in purchasing one of these beautiful 
Scripture Diaries for only $8, please call Emilia Sacchetta on 

0418 120 902 or 9435 7475 - there are only four left! 

 

 From the Caring Group 

The Caring Group would like to say a big 
thank you to our parishioners for their help 

during the recent Christmas lunch. Without your help, this 

wonderful celebration would not have run so smoothly. It 
was enjoyed by all. 
 

St. Vincent’s Giving Tree 
It’s that time again when we think about those less fortunate 

than us. If you are able, please take a card off the 

giving tree in the gathering area and replace it with 

the gift mentioned on the card by unday, 
13th  December. Gift cards are acceptable as long 

as they are placed securely in an envelope.  

 

Wanted!  
Children to help celebrate Christmas 

There are three ways you can help us celebrate the 
Christmas Eve 5pm mass: 

For the next two Sundays at KidzInC (at 11am Mass) we 

will be making preparations. Please come and help us 
prepare a special Christmas reflection. 

On Christmas Eve, come dressed as someone from the 
Christmas story – you might dress as a shepherd, angel, or 

even Mary or Joseph! 

At 5pm on Christmas Eve, Kathleen and Mike Nolan will be 
leading us in some carols before mass. Come up to the 

front and help them with the carols – we’ll have print outs 
of the words ready for you. Feel free to call me if you have 

any questions: Natalie 0400 027 447 
                                                                    

Advent Forgiveness Liturgy 
The Advent Forgiveness Liturgy will be held on Tuesday, 

22nd December at 7.30pm. 

 
Rosters for Christmas - Last Chance 
Please sign up for the Christmas Liturgies - sign up sheets 

are on the table in the gathering area. 

 
Parish Unit 
One of our parish units has recently become available for 

occupation. In order of priority, entry to the unit is available 

to: Parishioners - if there is no parishioner interest then 
parents or family of parishioners. If no interest from the 

above, then the wider community. Please note that in all 
instances entry requirements are for person(s) 55 or older. 

Whilst the units are managed for the parish by Catholic 

Homes for the Elderly, in the first instances, any 
enquiries about the unit or entry criteria should 

be directed to Peter Rigg on 0421 703 523 or 
home on 9439 3737 or Fr. Kevin. 

 
Malawi Group 
The Christmas Raffle was a huge success once again with 
$508.55 being raised through the ticket sales and some 

very generous donations totaling $202.00 being put into the 
Jelly Bean Box.   

There were five lovely prizes this year put together by 

Group member Una Cardwell and we thank her for their 
wonderful presentation.  The winners of these were;-  Joy 

Egan, Roger Daw, Lyn Glassford, Margaret Price and 
Pauline Wenn.  The Group trusts these winners and their 

families will enjoy their prizes and have a truly happy and 

holy Christmas.   We wish to sincerely THANK ALL who 
participated for their continued support for our Sister Parish 

and advise that we are now in the process of arranging the 
transfer of funds over to Fr Frank. 
 

Malawi Group Annual Report 
The Malawi Annual Report is available on the Malawi Notice 
board for anyone interested in having a look.  

Day Time Celebration 

Monday 7.30pm Rosary 

Tuesday 9.45am Reflection - Joy 

Tuesday 22nd Dec 7.30pm Forgiveness Liturgy 

Christmas Eve Family Mass 
 

24th December at 5.30pm 
Carols begin at 5.00pm 

All Welcome 
Please come along to celebrate the birth of Jesus  

at this special Mass. 



Free to a good home 
Fridge (approx 120 litres - not a bar fridge) which I would 
like to go to someone who can use it rather than putting 

them out in the hard rubbish collection.  
Please contact Vicki 0n 9431 4821 if interested. 

 
“The Way” Final Healing Mass for 2015 
You are most welcome to come and join us for our final 

Healing Mass for 2015 and Christmas break-up on 

Thursday, 17th December at 8.00pm at Our Lady Help 
of Christians Church, Henry Street, Eltham.  The evening 

will commence with Praise & Worship at 7.30pm, followed 
by prayer ministry and supper after Mass.  Please contact 

Emilia on 9435 7475 or Sandra 9434 7553 with any 
enquiries. 

 
Help to bring the Love of God to a 
Child of a Prisoner this Christmas 

Prison Fellowship’s Angel tree program provides gifts to these 

children on behalf of their imprisoned parent. Donations can 
be made to Prison Fellowship or presents can be purchased. 

More details on gathering area table.  
 

Walking into Mercy - Pilgrimage to 
St.Patrick’s Cathedral 
TODAY, 13th December, 2.30pm 
To mark the opening of the Jubilee in Melbourne, 
Archbiship Denis Hart will open a special Holy Door of 

Mercy, which Pope Francis has asked “to allow everyone in 
every part of the world to experience the Mercy of the 
Father .. The Holy Door will become a Door of Mercy 
through which anyone who enters will experience the love 
of God who consoles, pardons and instills hope” . There will 

be food stalls, music, activities, etc., Honour of Adoration 
and prayer led by Bishop Vincent Long at 4.00pm. 
 

An Organ and Three Trumpets: Recital  
Wednesday 16 December, 6-7pm 
St Patrick’s Cathedral, Cathedral Place, East Melbourne 

A superlative recital of Christmas and celebratory holiday 
music, in the majestic acoustic of one of Australia’s 

greatest buildings. The recital will feature world-acclaimed 
keyboard artist Anthony Halliday playing St Patrick’s organ, 

with three superlative trumpeters, Joel Brennan (MSO), 
Allison Wright (Orchestra Victoria) and Christopher Grace 

(MSO and Orchestra Victoria).  Cost: $20, $15 concession, 

at the door.  Details:  paul.taylor@cam.org.au or  
Ph: 9926 5753. See flyer on noticeboard for more details. 
 

Volunteer Needed - Assisting 
Refugee Students 

Mercy Connect Project Melbourne – Mercy 

Works Ltd. is currently recruiting volunteers to 
support Refugee Students and Asylum Seekers in the 

Melbourne Archdiocese. The volunteer commitment is 
approximately half a day per week for four school terms. 

Experience working in an educational setting is preferred 

but not limited to. Interview process will be in Dec/Jan 
followed by a Training Day at the end of January. Please 

contact Sr. Mary Lewis RSM for an application form and 
further information. Email: somml@bigpond.com 

Website: www.mercyworks.org.au or tel: 9326 1895 

More information on our noticeboard. 

Don Bosco Camp 
Safety Beach, School Holiday Program 
Junior Camp 1: 4th to 7th January 
Senior Camp 11th to 15th January 
Junior Camp 2: 18th to 21st January 
A Catholic summer holiday program for young people,  
9-13yo (Junior) and 13-16yo (Senior), during upcoming 

school holidays. A fun, exciting holiday for all, regardless of 

financial circumstances, in a safe and supportive 
environment. For more information see our noticeboard or 

visit www.donboscocamp.org.au or call 03 5987 2692. 
 

Volunteer Sorters Needed - The Shop of Op 
(Shekinah Homeless Services) 
The Shop of Op raises money on behalf of Shekinah 
Homeless Services, a network of eight Catholic charitable 

organisations who, each year, provides emergency 
accommodation, material aid, food relief and support to 

over 2500 people disadvantaged by homelessness. The 

Shop of Op is a retail store that prides itself on delivering 
the best selection of quality men’s and women’s recycled 

fashion including vintage and contemporary on trend 
fashion, accessories and home wares. Based at our site at 

Corpus Christi Community, in Greenvale, we are looking for 

reliable, committed volunteers to assist us on a regular 
basis (1 shift per week / fortnight / month) as a donation 

sorter. Donation sorters will be required to sort and pack 
donations according to quality and category, and pack and 

allocate sorted stock into appropriate areas as directed. Full 
training is provided. This position would suit - individuals, 

groups of friends, or community groups. Volunteers will be 

required undertake a police check, and sign a volunteer 
agreement. To express your interest, please contact Jade 

Myconos on (03) 9462 3933 or via 
shekinah@shekinah.org.au<mailto:shekinah@shekinah.org.

au 

 

“The Journey”  - Catholic Radio Program 

Airs 20th December 
This week Bishop Peter Ingham will give as a fantastic 
Christmas message for the Year of Mercy. This is our last 

week of regular programming before the best of 2015 
summer series of The Journey commences. Tune in to hear 

Sr Hilda Scott, Bruce Downes, The Catholic Guy,  

Dr Byron and Francine Pirola, Trish McCarthy,  
Pete Gilmore, Fr Dave Callaghan, Sam Clear and Marilyn 

Rodriguez right through summer.  What a great way to 
prepare for Christmas and lead into 2016.   

Go to www.jcr.org.au  or www.itunes.jcr.org.au  where you 

can listen anytime and subscribe to weekly shows by email. 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 
Books for the Month for December  
Joan Chittister's books. Joan Chittister 
is a Benedictine nun, wonderful woman,  
social psychologist, communications theorist,  
author of 50 books and winner of 14 Catholic Press 
awards. If you haven't met Joan this is your chance! :-) 
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PARISH SCHEDULE 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Piety Stall Open During W/end Masses  
Pasta, pasta sauces, rice, noodles, oil, tomato sauce, longlife 
milk, longlife custard, Quick, Milo, Ovaltine, cordials etc. 
 
 
Altar Society     
Dec 12th    K Reardon, H Scully, M Snipe 
Dec 19th    B Morgandi, L Dunell 
Dec 26th    G Milwain, V Hall, A Rough 
     
Counters   
Dec 13th    D Shultz, C Leahy 
Dec 20th    P Riley, G Northrop 
Dec 27th    T/R Daw, R Dunell 
 
Pilgrim Rosary Statue  
Dec 13th    Donahoo Family 
Dec 20th    Dhanasen Family 
Dec 27th    Stewart Family 
 
Sunday Morning Tea      
Dec 13th      9.00am  P & M Croft 
      11.00am  C & M Gaffney 
Dec 20th      9.00am  M Dopheide 
      11.00am  Volunteer needed 
 
KidzInC 
Dec 13th    11.00am  N Bucknell 
Dec 20th    11.00am  volunteer needed 
      
 
Caring Group Co-Ordinators 
Jayne Britton   9431 2667 
Barbara Bibby  9439 8594 

 
 
 

 

Meditation: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 5.30pm;               
            Wednesday: 6.30pm -  All welcome 
Stations of the Cross: Friday: 8.45am   
Adoration: First Friday of the month 7-8pm 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
December 

LITURGY ROSTER 

 COMMENTATOR LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

December 12th & 13th - 3rd Sunday of Advent  

6.00pm V Jordan K Nolan B Gillard, M Hadley, V Jordan 

9.00am A Stevens M Dopheide D Donellan, H Azzopardi, I Azzopardi, 2  volunteers needed 

11.00am S Rawlinson W Zavadil S Northrop, G Northrop, A Thompson, 2 volunteers needed 

December 19th & 20th - 4th Sunday of Advent  

6.00pm  B Gillard J Gaspersz, K Gaspersz, N Gaspersz 

9.00am T Taylor M Leahy R Decker, D Donellan, F Zylstra, 2 volunteers needed 

11.00am M Jones P Reardon C Zavadil, C Egan, M Gross, 2 volunteers needed 

Baptisms: On 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month at 
    12:15pm.  Six weeks notice required.  
    Baptism preparation held last Saturday of the 
    month at 10:00am.  
    On the 4th Sunday of each month Baptism 
    candidates are welcomed during Mass. 

An Advent Family Journey - Third Week of Advent 
This year, consider a family focus on Advent by putting aside a few minutes, perhaps at the beginning of the evening meal, to talk about preparing 
for the Christmas celebration of the birth of Jesus. Each week, the bulletin will contain a different suggested prayer to help this preparation.  If 
possible, emulate the candle-lighting we will be performing at the Advent masses either by making a wreath or placing a candle near a nativity 
scene, or even in front of your Christmas tree as a reminder of the true meaning of Christmas. 
Perhaps you could pray -  

       Parent:  Lord Jesus, in this Advent season we wait eagerly for your arrival.  
          Come fill us with your hope, your peace, your love, and your joy.  
          The world isn’t like you wanted it to be. We don’t love each other as you love us.  
          So come and help us change. Shine joy into our hearts we pray.  
 
       All:   Amen! Come Lord Jesus, wake us up. 
                
             … light the candle 
 
       Parent:  God of love, help us to praise you when we are upset. 
       All:   Our hope is in Jesus. 
       Parent:  Jesus, you are joy even in the saddest times. 

       All:   Our hope is in Jesus. Amen. 

Sun, 13th 11.00am  Christmas cards to our neighbours 
Mon, 14th 7.30pm  Rosary 
Tues, 15th 9.45am  Reflections on the Gospels of Advent 
 7.00pm  Graduation Mass for year 6 students 
Wed, 16th 6.30pm  Meditation 
Thurs, 17th 9.15am   End of school year Mass 
 7.30pm  “The Way” Prayer Group meeting & 
 8.00pm  Mass 
Mon, 21st 7.30pm  Rosary 
Tues, 22nd 7.30pm  Advent Liturgy of Forgiveness 
Thurs, 24th  5.00pm  Carols 
 5.30pm  Vigil Mass 
 7.30pm  Carols 
 8.00pm   Vigil Mass 
 11.30pm  Carols 
 12.00am  Midnight Mass 
Fri, 25th  9.00am   Mass with 8.45am Carols 
 No 11.00am Mass 
 


