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Matthew’s Gospel 

An evening with Michael to explore this amazing gospel which begins in Advent and is our 
gospel for 2020.  Please come along & enjoy this night, & maybe discover some of the gems 

that Matthew’s gospel offers for our faith journey. 

Tuesday 26th November at 7:30pm, in the Gathering Area at Eltham church. 

Please bring a plate to share for supper. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe ~ Year C 23 & 24 November 2019 

Monty & Eltham 
The Catholic Parishes of 

St Francis Xavier & Our Lady Help of Christians 

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people who are the traditional custodians of this land 
and pay respect to the elders past, present and emerging of the Kulin Nation. 

Last Weekend of the Church’s Year (Luke’s Gospel) 
Religion & Politics should never mix!  Well, if only that were true.  Religion and politics are totally intertwined because 

of the natural connection with peoples interests and lives. 

Jesus in the Gospels, on a daily basis - had to negotiate with the local laws and customs and power imbalance of people!  
Jesus had a clear reputation as a political agitator in our Gospels, which led him to Pilot & Herod - non religious leaders. 

Actually, the opposite is therefore the norm - that a dynamic faith community does have the right to push their concerns 
about people’s lives and injustices. 

Today, our ‘huge’ local story revolves around the ‘catastrophic’ fires that continue to devastate so much land - families 
& farms, around Australia.  From Queensland and New South Wales, these terrible conditions are now growing into 

South Australia and Western Australia.  Much of Australia is burning at unprecedented levels and so many other parts 

are on ‘Alert’, given the terrible heat and weather conditions.  More and many prayers are required at this time for all 

Australians affected by these fires! 

Today, the ‘huge’ international story is coming from Hong Kong.  Student protests have 

continued for months and from an outside perspective - coming to a sad and very violent 
end.  Communist China is about to flex its muscle and try to conclude these protests.  

Sadly history could repeat itself if these students continue to provoke the local political 

authorities and demand political changes in Hong Kong.  Surely, no one wants to die for 

this cause of freedom, but given this terrible ‘David & Goliath’ struggle - in a communist 
setting, the need for peace and restraint is obvious.  Our prayers for a non violent 

conclusion to this international struggle is also a top priority! 

Religion & Politics in the Heavenly Kingdom is today’s Gospel.  Jesus, because of his 

spiritual position and the politics of his day is crucified - on the cross - that we might live 
fully a life in God.  “This is the King of the Jews” (Luke:23:37). 

So, don’t tell me that Politics is not involved in Religion. Michael 
photo credits: (top to bottom) Thomas Peters; Anthony Wallace 

Release of new Child Safety Policies 
As we approach Advent where our thoughts focus on preparing for new birth, it seems an opportune time to 

think about the latest changes to our parish approach to Child Safety. 
It is also a great time to thank all our wonderful volunteers. 

Both our parishes are introducing new policies and procedures to strengthen our approach to keeping children 
safe from harm in our parish environments. These policies and procedures now apply to all parish staff, 
volunteers, contractors and clergy.  Over the Sundays of Advent more information will be provided.  Areas 
covered will involve understanding the changes that are being introduced, how to apply for Working with 

Children Checks (if needed) and signing the new Parish Code of Conduct. 
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OUR PEOPLE & 
OUR CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priests 
Terry Kean - Pastor in Solidum 
 terry.kean@cam.org.au 
Michael Sierakowski - Moderator 

 michael.sierakowski@cam.org.au 
Barry Caldwell 
 

Parish Office 
 86 Mayona Road 

 9435 2178 
 Mon - Fri  9am-3pm 

 montmorency@cam.org.au 

Ana Solic 

 Pastoral Worker & Baptism Co-Ordinator 
 ana.solic@cam.org.au 

Gina Ang 

 Pastoral Worker & Caring Group Co-Ord 
 gina.ang@cam.org.au 

Beth Krolikowski: Secretary 

 beth.krolikowski@cam.org.au 

Kate Kogler:  Secretary & Bulletin 
 kate.kogler@cam.org.au 

Child Safety: 
montmorency.childsafety@cam.org.au 

Website: www.sfxmonty.org 
  www.olhc.info 

Facebook: 
St Francis Xavier Parish Montmorency 

Monty & Eltham Newsletter & Facebook items:
 kate.kogler@cam.org.au  
 

Schools 
St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Principal:  Mr Philip Cachia:  9435 8474 
principal@sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 
www.sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 
 

Holy Trinity Primary School  
Principal:  Mr Vince Bumpstead:  9431 0888 
principal@htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au 
www.htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au 
 

Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School 
Principal:  Mr Chris Ray:  9439 7824 
school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 
www.olhceltham.edu.au 
Religious Education Co-ordinator: 
Ms Marguerite Jones   9439 7824 

PARISH  TEAMS & INFORMATION 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturday, 10:30am  Monty ~ Terry 

1/2 hr prior to any mass said by Michael 

Let us pray for all those who have gone 

before us marked with the sign of faith ... 

Montmorency 
 

For the recently deceased; 

For those whose anniversaries are at this time: 
Alan Anderson, Joe Ciavola, Robin Gauder, Christopher Kenny 

Kelvin Kenny, Alan Radcliffe, Gwen Radcliffe 

For those in need of healing, 
 remembering especially: 

Baby Kylie, Sriyani Algama, Nikki Attwood, Justine Best, 

Kristina Brazaitis, Daniel Brewis, Jan Collins, 
Desmond Deehan, Renee Eastwood, Debbie Edgley, 
Marilyn Fairbank, Julian Forrester, Danielle Gray, 

Gennie Hannon, Colleen Hussin, Jim Hussin, Tina Inserra, 

Adrian Jones, Patsy Leed, Pat Longton, Hasti Momeni, 
Therese Moore, Patricia Mulholland, Montagna Mustica, 

Graham Neal, Geoffrey Nyssen, Mercy Ocson, Ron Pfeil, 
Susan Phelan, Andrew Pighin, Mary Said, Anthony Salvatore, 

Mary Salvatore, Maria Schroeders, Jeanette Steward, 
John Tobin, Remi Vulich, Sheryn Zurzolo 

Eltham 
 

For the recently deceased; 

For those whose anniversaries are at this time; 

For those in need of healing, 

 remembering especially: 
Ak Callaghan, Fay Dobson 

Collections last weekend: 16 & 17 Nov 2019  

Community Thanksgiving Presbytery 

Eltham $516.00 $780.05 

Montmorency $1,558.00 $1,452.00 

Please note the above figures are monies banked & 
do not include visa/mastercard or direct debits. 

Thank you so much for your contributions. 

Lighting a Candle in the month of November. 

Don’t all rush in at once.....but considered and carefully - 
might I add, prayerfully - light a candle in remembrance 
of someone that has passed away, and now lives in the 
presence of God. Naturally, some one that you miss - and 

wish to celebrate their life with 
this simple display of a candle 
burning. Please be respectful 
of this new space and where 
possible clean up afterwards to 
allow for more candles.  Many 
thanks.       Michael 
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MALAWI  GROUP 
Advance notice that the traditional Christmas raffle 
tickets will be on sale for the 2 weekends only of 30 
Nov/1 Dec & 7/8 Dec at the same old price of $2 
each or 3 for $5. 

Once again we will have really good prizes to win and these 
will be drawn after mass on Sunday 1 December so they will be 
all ready for the lucky families in time for a Happy and Holy 
Christmas.   
Parishioners are advised that the Group would happily receive 
donations of any appropriate goodies that could be used in our 
raffles for the benefit of our St Kizito's family.  Any donations 
could be passed to Lindsay or Mike Croft and would be truly 
appreciated. 
You do need to be in it to win it so Group members will be on 
duty after each mass over those two weekends. 
THANK YOU again for  your  continued suppor t over  the 
year for Father Frank and our Sister Parishioners at St Kizito’s. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Eltham Vinnies 
Giving Tree 

It is planned to put up the Vinnies 
Giving Tree in the Gathering Area on 
30th Nov for 2 weeks.  More details 
will be given in next week’s bulletin. 

 

The Anointing Mass & Lunch 
Our December Mass & Lunch will take place 
on Thursday 12th December at 11.30am. 

Everyone is welcome to share this lovely occasion. 

Any queries regarding the lunch 
please call Gail on 0418 351 619 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

SFX Parish Christmas Boxes 
Once again we are asking for your generous support for 
those more in need.  As well as new toys for the children 
there is always a need for presents for teenagers and 
adults.  Please leave a tag with the gift noting gender/age/
adult in the boxes in Our Lady’s Chapel.  Thank you for 
your donations. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

SFX Passionist Family Groups’ 
Activities for November 2019 

 

Date Family Group Activity 

16th Egan Day trip to Marysville 

17th Cassidy Maroondah Reservoir & lunch at 
Healesville RSL 

17th Heagerty Dinner at Godfathers, Briar Hill 

23rd Wood Movie: “The Aeronauts”, 
Palace Cinema, Balwyn 

Caring Group Christmas Healing Mass & Lunch 
Our Caring Group Christmas Lunch is on Wed 4th Dec 
after the Healing Mass.  We would like to extend this 
invitation not just to Eltham & Montmorency 
parishioners, but to the community.  So, if you know 
someone who would benefit from the lunch, either to 
make a friend or be a friend, please bring them along.  Put 
your name/s in the sign up sheet in the Gathering Area or 
call the Parish Office (9435 2178) by Sun 1st Dec. 

If you would like to help with 
preparation, serving or transportation, 
please contact Gina on 9435 2178 or 
gina.ang@cam.org.au 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

SCAM EMAILS 

Please be aware of scam emails currently 
circulating which claim to be from Fr Terry or 
Fr Michael, or other Parish Priests.  If the 
address is not @cam.org.au, then the email 
has not been sent by Fr Terry or Fr Michael. 

Thank you 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

November Book of the Month 

We are fast moving towards Advent & I have put 
out Pro Hart’s & Norman Habel’s 
book Out Back Christmas for an 
interesting look at how & what 
we celebrate in Australia. 

Our Lady Help of Christians News & Events 

St Francis Xavier News & Events 

CAN YOU GIVE US A HAND 
AND HELP THE ENVIRONMENT? 

The Envision Hands project recycles plastic bottle lids 
bound for landfill and turns them into colourful, super 
hero prosthetic hands for children in need in Australia 
and around the world! 

This project has spread across Australia since 
commencing in 2018 as people not only want to save their 
environment but also want to be part of something that is 
helping children/people in need.  Envision Hands is a 
project to collect plastic recyclable waste destined for 
landfills and turn it into filament for 3D printers, then 
making prosthetic hands for kids. Approximately 250 lids 
are used to make a small hand, however the wastage ends 
up being approximately 500 lids by the time it has been 
made.  For a prosthetic arm, approximately 500 lids are 
used with a wastage of approximately 1000 caps. 

What we need is to collect clean bottle tops, especially 
milk bottle tops numbered either No.2 or No. 4 in the 
recycle triangle, and soft drink and flat-based water bottle 
tops.  (They cannot process tops which have other plastic 
or metal attached – this includes water bottle tops which 
have pull up tops.  Any tops with other numbers like 5 or 
7 are not required.) 

A box will be placed in the gathering space for collection 
of these tops.  Please wash them before contributing. 

THANK YOU 
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Baptisms… This weekend we welcome to our: 

Eltham Parish Community - Sun 9:30am Mass 

Sofia Rose Scibilia 
daughter of Rick & Joanne 

Montmorency Parish Community - Sun @ 12noon 

Violet Louise Peduto 
daughter of Dean & Yvonne 

Isla Rose Wilson 
daughter of Adam & Bianca 

Isabelle Jane Cade 
daughter of Stuart & Deborah 

Noah Jose Perez 
son of Joseph & Josephine 

Baptism Welcomes… This weekend we welcome to our: 

Eltham Parish Community - Sun 9:30am Mass 

Harvey Taylor Antrobus 
son of Blake & Laura 

Mia Audrey Gaulke 
daughter of Ben & Carley 

Montmorency Parish Community - Sun 10:30am Mass 

Lachlan Freddie Dawson 
son of Ben & Karen 

We pray for Sofia, Violet, Isla, Isabelle, Noah, Harvey, 
Mia & Lachlan, their parents & Godparents. 

May God keep them always in His love. 

 

Sacred Heart Mission,  St Kilda 
Every Sunday for the last nine years, local parishioners have travelled across town to assist fellow 
Melbournians.  Working from a parish roster, they have helped in the preparation and serving of 
Sunday lunch at Sacred Heart Mission, St Kilda.  We have also helped out over the busy Christmas/
New Year period. 
Sunday lunch is, of course, only part of what happens at the Mission.  Every day of the year, it is there 
to assist hundreds of people who are homeless or living in poverty to find shelter, food, care and 
support.  Those who visit there know that Sacred Heart Mission is an extraordinary and special place. 
(See www.sacredheartmission.org). 

We have a new roster coordinator Kylie Ellis (0448 929 469) or kyliechelsea36@gmail.com 
In the near future, Kylie will be contacting all volunteers on the existing roster requesting that they indicate their availability (or non-
availability) for next year. 
We will then call for any new volunteers who might like to participate. 
We will then be in a position to indicate to the Mission what assistance the Montmorency/Eltham community is able to provide. 

• Each team of four volunteers is rostered to visit the Mission 2 to 3 times a year, on a Sunday, from 9.30am to 
approximately 2pm. 

• Duties include preparing vegetables and fruit, setting up for the day’s meal, serving the meal, and clearing up. 
• It is not difficult or specialised work - ‘Anyone can do it!’ 

“It’s early on a Sunday morning; caps firmly on our heads, we walk into the Mission building, ready for what may come our way today.  

Peeling potatoes, cutting up carrots, the day begins with preparation of the next day’s meal; then after a few hours of chopping, 

chatting and sharing experiences with fellow volunteers in an atmosphere of relative ease, it’s time for the show to go on!  Jobs are 

allocated, spots are taken and the kitchen is open, and this is what it’s all about; serving those in need,  having a purpose that takes you 

outside of yourself, a smile returned, a footy anecdote shared.  I feel that being a volunteer at the Sacred Heart Mission is a privilege 

and a joy, and I am very grateful to everyone who has worked hard behind the scenes to make the opportunity possible for many in our 

parish.” - local volunteer 

Volunteers to Sacred Heart Mission, St Kilda:  
New Parish Roster Coordinator 

We welcome Kylie Ellis as our new roster coordinator for parish volunteers who visit Sacred Heart Mission.  The task involves contact 
with many people and various parties so that the whole enterprise can operate smoothly. 
Kylie can be contacted on 0448 929 469 or kyliechelsea36@gmail.com. 
We send our heart-felt thanks to Marie and Gerard Wood who have so efficiently and graciously managed the roster and held it together 
for the last two years.  We thank them for the patience and professionalism they have brought to the task. 

Advent 
We are about to enter the Advent & Christmas season.  Below are some titles of booklets which may be of interest to 
parishioners & their families to help our focus on a period of preparation for what is hopefully a happy season for all.  These 
are just a few of the new titles: 

· Advent with the Saints for Kids 
· Advent and Me 
· Prayers around the Advent Wreath  
· Advent Ponderings of the Heart – Discovering the Angels in our Midst 
· These Four weeks of Advent 

Please feel free to browse these and other related booklets together with the many other topics of interest.  They are located 
in the racks on the pillar in the front porch (between the two entrance doors in the foyer) opposite the morning tea table.  
We hope you enjoy the selection. 

A gold coin donation in either of the St Vincent de Paul boxes at the front or side entrance to the church 
will help defray costs.  

Are you interested in becoming a volunteer with St Vincent de Paul through our conference, perhaps at 
our Vinnies shop in Briar Hill, or in some other administrative capacity?  If so please contact Mike on 
0417 221 245 or the Parish Office. 
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PC 2020 Discernment Last Chance! 
It’s a busy time of the year, but please try to come along to 
participate in our Parish Discernment Gathering next 
Monday 25 November, 7.30pm-9.00pm in the Parish Hall. 
We’ve worked out a 1 ½ hour program of reflection on 
resources including selected Gospel passages and materials 
provided by the PC 2020 organizers. 

The full draft agenda and resources  are available in the 
Gathering Space at both Parishes. 

Refreshments will be provided 

Parish Program Committee: 
Marie Wood, Margaret O’Dowd, 
Rowan Ireland, Fr. Terry Kean 

 

�������������� 

 

SFX Advent Reflections 2019 
We are pleased to offer parishioners of St Francis Xavier and Our 
Lady Help of Christians the opportunity to spend some time in 
reflection during the season of Advent.  We shall pause for a brief 
time each week to awaken or refresh our waiting in hope for our 
loving yet mysterious God to bring us to a richer life. 
The sessions will follow the Thursday Mass at SFX and will run 
for just over an hour. 
The date: Thursday 28th Nov, 5th, 12th & 19th Dec 
Please consider coming to all or just one of these times.  We hear 
of disruptive technologies, well these reflections might be 
disruptions to the expected busy flow of the lead up time to 
Christmas. 

 

�������������� 

 

Philippines Outreach Visit 
On Feb 21, 2020, a social outreach visit will leave for a special 
grass root visit to the Philippines.  The trip is for 2 weeks.  This 
will be to Manila, Cebu, Fr Shay Cullen & Val Smith-Orr where 
THE most amazing work takes place that we all need to be aware 
of.  Issues such as poverty, human trafficking and child sexual 
abuse along with learning about positive programs to alleviate 
poverty are part of the learning & sharing.  There are a couple of 
places still available if anybody is interested. 
Kadasig Aid & Development runs a sponsorship program to 
educate children which is THE most positive way out of poverty.  
The cost is $260 per year.  There are currently 8 children waiting.  
For information on either of these issues please contact Glenys 
Gayfer:  papel-imports@bigpond.com or 0411 196 395. 

 

�������������� 

 

The MARIAN Magazine 
Everyone is looking forward to another issue of the MARIAN 
Magazine this Christmas, publishing the stories of Montmorency 
& Eltham parishioners.  For quite some years now, the MARIAN 
magazine has been produced in Eltham three times per year, but of 
course, this year it will be a truly combined issue of all Monty & 
Eltham people. 
I am looking for personal stories, poems, reflections, reports etc. 
The writing in the MARIAN is not edited, changed or corrected, 
apart from that I have to make sure that it is within the law and not 
offensive (of course, I will help anyone if asked). 
If anyone is willing to help me with the layout etc, I will be 
delighted.  A great opportunity here for young people to add to 
their Folio or CV for later employment. 
Please send your writing to the Parish Office 
(kate.kogler@cam.org.au).  The deadline is 30 November. 
Thank you, John Stuyfbergen 

�������������� 

 

Social Justice Group News 
Sr Margaret Ryan, Institute of Sisters of Mercy of Australia and 
Papua New Guinea - Team Leader for Cookhouses ‘n Tanks a 
Lot – an Australian partnership for clean drinking water and 
communal cookhouses in remote PNG rural villages has sent this 
thank you on page 3 in the latest issue 17, Oct/Nov 2019 

“YOUR DONATED TOOLS ARRIVED IN MT HAGEN! 

We sent them as unaccompanied excess baggage to save money and 
they ended up stuck in the Customs Shed in Port Moresby!  The 
story .. Fokker jets normally land at Mt Hagen airport, but the 
runway is half-length at present.  It is being extended to take 737s 
from Australia, so that the fruit and vegetables grown in the Waghi 
Valley will reach the big city markets on express flights next year. 
But for now, only Dash 8s and 10s are landing and passengers are 
top priority.  Sr Claudia in Mt Hagen saved the day by seeking 
mediation.  Also we discovered that there is a much tighter and 
more streamlined Customs system as an outcome of hosting the 
APEC meeting of world leaders last year.  All was well and the 
tools arrived intact just one week late!  Fr Pius, the Vicar General 
of Mendi diocese was delighted.  Thank you tools donors, esp St 
FX parish Montmorency people.” 

Many thanks, Maree Cassidy  For SFX Social Justice Group 
 

�������������� 

 

Join us on a cultural and spiritual journey of Vietnam.  
Departing 10 March 2020.  Visiting Ho Chi Minh, Bao Loc 

Orphanage and Convent, Dalat and Hoi An. 

Please contact Deana Thomas, Hello World (bh: 9852 0200) 
email: deana.lowertemplestowe@helloworld.com.au 

Alternatively, Mary Zaccari (ah: 0408 020 072) 
 

�������������� 

Sun 24 Nov 6:30pm Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral 

Mon 25 Nov 2:00pm Rosary at St Patrick’s Cathedral 

Tue 26 Nov 2:00pm Rosary at St Patrick’s Cathedral 

Wed 27 Nov 7:30pm Ecumenical and Interfaith Gathering,  
  Forecourt of St Patrick’s Cathedral 
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Eltham 

Saturday 23 November - 6:00pm 

Commentator Vicki Jordan 

Lector Kathleen Nolan 

Eucharistic Ministers David Scannell 

 Maureen Scannell 

 Volunteer Please 

Sacristan Marianne Hadley 

Sunday 24 November - 9:30am 

Commentator Paul Jakubik 

Lector Tanya Murugan 

Eucharistic Ministers Sheilah Arneson 

 Greg Scully 

 Helen Scully 

 Volunteer Please 

 Volunteer Please 

Sacristan Kathy Reardon 

Altar Society Gabrielle Frediani 

Morning Tea Leahy Family 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue Donahoo Family 

Counters Maurice Brosnan 

 

Saturday 30 November - 6:00pm 

Commentator David Scannell 

Lector Dianne Zylstra 

Eucharistic Ministers Beverley Gillard 

 Marianne Hadley 

 Yvonne Iliffe 

Sacristan Marianne Hadley 

Sunday 1 December - 9:30am 

Commentator Peter Reardon 

Lector Julie Craw 

Eucharistic Ministers Hugh Azzopardi 

 Paul Crowle 

 Anne Stevens 

 John Stevens 

 Frans Zylstra 

Sacristan Marian Goss 

Altar Society 
Kathy Reardon 
Helen Scully 

Morning Tea Medeira Family 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue Rigg Family 

Counters 
Rick Dunell 
Trish & Roger Daw 

Monty  30 Nov/1 Dec 

Brewer, Jenny E10:30 

Cain, Helen E10:30 

Cassar, Joseph E8:30 

Ciavola, Kerry E8:30 

Ciavola, Kerry CLNR 

Cotter, Anne E8:30 

Cotter, Anne W8:30 

Cotter, Tony W8:30 

Davidson, John E8:30 

Enright, Jim CNTR 

Evans, Gail E8:30 

Farrell, Sue E6:00 

Fraser, Bob E8:30 

French, Jossie E8:30 

Goodison, Pauline CLNR 

Hayes, Greg E6:00 

Kitch, Loretta E6:00 

Kuppe, Andy E6:00 

Kuppe, Andy W6:00 

McKinna, Jane W6:00 

Meredith, Jeanette E6:00 

Percy, Julie E6:00 

Price, Aaron E6:00 

Ramsdale, John PRYR 

Stanton, Marcelle CNTR 

Thornton, Catherine E10:30 

Toscano, Frances E10:30 

Wallace, Kathryn W10:30 

Wilkinson, Rosa W10:30 

Williams, Anne E10:30 

Williams, Peter E10:30 

Williams, Peter W10:30 

Wood, Marie CLNR 

Eltham & Monty Rosters 
If you need to make changes, please arrange a swap.  Thank you. 

Parishioners are reminded that assistance is always 
promptly available to the community by contacting 
1800 305 330 between 10am and 3pm weekday.  
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Friar Alessandro - The Voice of Assisi 

Saturday 7 December, 7.30pm 

St Patrick’s Cathedral, 1 Cathedral Place, East Melbourne 

You are invited to a very special evening of Christmas music 
with Friar Alessandro ~ The Voice From Assisi.  
Friar Alessandro has released 3 CDs via Universal Music & after 
touring Europe & USA, this is his 1st Australian Tour. Friar will 
be accompanied by the Artes Christi Choir & Orchestra as well 
as internationally acclaimed Australian pianist Vivian Choi.  
ENTRY FREE or by DONATION 
All donations support the Vinnies Christmas Appeal 
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL - www.voicefromassisi.org.au  

 

�������������� 
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Montmorency & Eltham Google Calendar! 

If you would like to keep up to date with all the happenings, 
events and special occasions in the Montmorency & Eltham 
parishes, please subscribe to our Google Calendar. 

If you would like to have your event published in 
our bulletin and/or Calendar, please email details 
(incl who, what, when, where, why) to Kate 
(kate.kogler@cam.org.au). 

PLEASE SEND ALL BULLETIN ITEMS TO: 
Kate : kate.kogler@cam.org.au 

Monty & Eltham Calendar of Events 

Saturday 23rd 

6:00pm Mass - Catholic Mission Collection Eltham 

6:00pm Mass - Birthday Blessings Montmorency 

Sunday 24th 

8:30am Mass - Birthday Blessings Montmorency 

9:30am Mass - Catholic Mission Collection Eltham 

10:30am Mass - Baptism Welcome & Birthday Blessings 

  Montmorency 

12:00pm Baptisms Montmorency 

Monday 25th 

7:30pm Plenary Council Discussions Montmorency 

Tuesday 26th 

9:15am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

 (Elisabeth) Eltham 

9:15am Mass Montmorency 

9:45am Reflections on the Gospels of Advent Eltham 

7:30pm Matthews Gospel: an evening with Michael Eltham 

Wednesday 27th 

9:15am Mass Eltham 

9:15am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Montmorency 

1:30pm Child Safety Meeting Montmorency 

Thursday 28th 

9:15am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

 (Beverley) Eltham 

9:15am Mass Montmorency 

9:45am Advent Reflections Montmorency 

7:30pm Prayer Shawl, Gathering Area Eltham 

Friday 29th 

9:15am Mass Eltham 

9:15am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Montmorency 

2:00pm Marian Magazine submissions due email! 

Saturday 30th 

6:00pm Mass: SVdP Christmas Appeal Eltham 

6:00pm Mass: SVdP Christmas Appeal Montmorency 

Sunday 1st December 

8:30am Mass: SVdP Christmas Appeal Montmorency 

9:30am Mass: SVdP Christmas Appeal Eltham 

10:30am Mass: SVdP Christmas Appeal 

 & Baptism Welcomes Montmorency 

11:15am First Sunday of the Month BBQ Montmorency 

12:00pm Baptisms Eltham 

12:00pm Baptism Montmorency 

Monday 2nd 

6:30pm Montmorency Community Group AGM Montmorency 

7:30pm Rosary Eltham 

Tuesday 3rd 

9:15am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

 (Elisabeth) Eltham 

9:15am Mass - St Francis Xavier feast day Montmorency 

9:45am Reflections on the Gospels of Advent Eltham 

9:45am Craft Group Montmorency 

11:00am Prayer Shawl Eltham 

7:30pm Malawi Support Group - Christmas Celebration 

Wednesday 4th 

9:15am Mass Eltham 

General News & Events 

www.globalgifts.org.au 
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Gospel: Luke 23:35-43 

The people stayed there before the cross watching Jesus.  As for the leaders, they jeered at him.  ‘He saved others,’ they 
said, ‘let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.’  The soldiers mocked him too, and when they 
approached to offer him vinegar they said, ‘If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.’  Above him there was an 
inscription: ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ 

One of the criminals hanging there abused him.  ‘Are you not the Christ?’ he said.  ‘Save yourself and us as well.’  But the 
other spoke up and rebuked him.  ‘Have you no fear of God at all?’ he said.  ‘You got the same sentence as he did, but in 
our case we deserved it:  we are paying for what we did.  But this man has done nothing wrong.  Jesus,’ he said, 
‘remember me when you come into your kingdom.’  ‘Indeed, I promise you,’ he replied, ‘today you will be with me in 
paradise.’ 

All of Creation is a Footstool for the Lord of the Universe 

This last Sunday in Ordinary Time is dedicated to the very highest understanding of the nature, role and purpose of 
Jesus of Nazareth.  Jesus is multifaceted, the deep hues and contours of his personality revealing themselves to different 
races and ages in different ways.  Even inside of just one single life, a Christian can understand Jesus in more subtle and 
complex ways as that Christian matures.  Carpenter, Miracle Worker, Son of God, Prophet, Messiah, Son of David, Good 
Shepherd, Healer, Preacher, Logos, Lamb of God, etc.  Yet all these titles and identities will give way as the world ends, 
time is fulfilled, and life with God becomes simply life itself.  Jesus’ identity will culminate in His Kingship.  It will not be 
a transitional but a terminal identity.  The dead well come nose to nose with King Jesus, feeling His hot breath on their 
cheeks, as He judges them at their life’s end.  And the saved will have King Jesus before them in Heaven forever as He 
renders homage to God the Father in the power of God the Holy Spirit. 

The feast of “Christ the King” was first established in 1925, and Pope Saint Paul VI 
expanded its name to “King of the Universe” in 1969.  Jesus is not just a King of 
Hearts.  He is more than a Universal Coach, Teacher, or Consoler of mankind.  By 
“King of the Universe” the Church is communicating Jesus’ metaphysical scale, 
that God encompasses all of reality, not just man’s reality.  We say in the Nicene 
Creed that God created all things visible and invisible.  So Jesus is King over all 
the planets, stars, black holes, quasars and exploding suns in the blackest corners 
of remote space.  He is King over the earth and all its waterfalls, rainforests, 
mountain peaks, desert plains and dark sea floors.  He lords over all creation 
because He is its source.  Saint Thomas Aquinas taught correctly when he wrote 
that God is not the most perfect being inside of creation but Being itself.  God is 
reality, not just the most impressive being inhabiting the reality bubble. 

This feast is an antidote to the private, or compartmentalised, Jesus who impacts only those spaces in the Christian’s life 
where He is allowed to enter.  Jesus wants to reign in every sphere of our lives, at home, on the factory floor, in the yard, 
at the office, over drinks, on the sports field, in the car, at meals, on the phone and on and on.  His field of action has no 
borders.  From one perspective, this is a challenging, and limiting, spirituality.  Such an intrusive, all-encompassing God 
can make life feel like a cage, where self-expression is constrained by His rules.  From another perspective, however, the 
total reign of God in our lives is freeing.  It means that He is not found only in Church.  Sunday Mass?  Of course.  But we 
need not have our fingers on the rosary to be close to God and Mary at all times.  God is found inside of the daily duties 
that are the stuff of life.  This is consoling.  We are not distracted from the higher things as we manage a family, earn a 
living, exercise, raise the kids, or take care of the house.  When the Lord is King of Everything, mundanities are not 
banalities.  The world is richer and more alive when our life is an all-inclusive vocation.  Jesus reigns and we are His 
subjects.  “We” means our souls, minds, consciences, goals, loves, work, desires, disappointments and all that makes up 
our lives.  We should be glad to be subject to such a benevolent Monarch. 

Christ the King, Your sovereignty over all creation is not heavy.  You order all reality toward Yourself and govern 
Your creatures with justice and humility.  Help us to be faithful and subservient to what You desire, so that we can live 
one day in Your heavenly kingdom. 

Kadasig Aid & Development 
The Kadasig Christmas Drive is your chance to give a gift that gives and then gives again.  Choose a special 
something this Christmas for someone in need and you’ll also get a gift certificate to give to your own 
family member or friend for all the fuzzy goodness of giving twice! 

Kadasig Gift Certificates can be used for: 

* Christmas Hamper $40 (incl 5kg rice, spam, fresh fruit & vegetables, long life milk, milo, fresh meat, 
towels & more!) 
* 25kg sack of rice $35 * Menstrual hygiene kit $20 
* Medical care $20 * House repairs $40 
* Senior Citizens Christmas Dinner $10 * Send a child to summer camp $40 

For more information or to purchase a certificate, please contact: 
Juanita: 0409 514 565 or jtroemml@bigpond.net.au; or Maree: 0430 549 516 or mareekulkens@yahoo.com.au 


