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Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ Year C 2/3 Novmeber 2019 

Before we talk about Zacchaeus, we need to mention 

Halloween. 
Blame the Irish & Scottish for this one, not the America’s - 
and forget the pumpkins and ‘trick or treat’, as you might find 

its history makes some sense after all. 
Halloween is the evening before the Christian Holy Days of 

All Hallows’ Day - known to us today as All Saints Day, 

November First and All Souls Day, November 2. 
A similar custom on the day before Ash Wednesday being 

Shrove Tuesday - Pancake Day - lets prepare for Lent. 
Halloween originated from the Celtic and English traditions then expanding throughout all of Europe in many 

different forms & customs.  I bet that you didn’t know that?  But if you did, then Halloween began as an 

ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, when people would light bonfires and wear costumes to ward off ghosts!  

Any sensible person might ask the question WHY?  Well, the Celtics believed that at the end of Summer 

(Don’t forget that we in the Southern Hemisphere are about to enter into summer) the barrier between our 

World and the World of spirits & ghosts got really thin, they thought - thus to ward off any bad spirits & 

ghosts … the Celts had a big party!  (Make a noise and get rid of the ghosts and dead spirits that were 

obviously not welcome.) - either, there was something about the change of climate at that time or they were 

just drinking too much!  It was Pope Gregory III in the Eighth century who found this custom a bit spooky and 

wanted to stamp his Christian authority on these local ‘spirit’ customs. 
Now, this does make sense of House Blessings!! 
 
Back to this great Gospel of the famous encounter of Jesus with Zacchaeus.  “Today, salvation has come to 

this house!”  A gospel of joy because Zacchaeus has been richly rewarded for making an effort to see Jesus.  

Zacchaeus only wanted to get a ‘glimpse’ of Jesus passing through the crowd, but that very same glimpse 

became an encounter!  And what a joy it was.  Pope Francis has often spoken of the gift that Zacchaeus 

received and how that same gift is to be shared.  “Mercy is the very foundation of the church’s life - and the 

Church’s very credibility is seen in how she shows merciful & compassionate love to all.”  And Yes, I agree it 

is about time for the Church to take up the joyful call to mercy once more.  Mercy is the force that reawakens 

us to new life and instils in us the courage to look to the future with hope! Michael 

Monty & Eltham 
The Catholic Parishes of 

St Francis Xavier & Our Lady Help of Christians 

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people who are the traditional custodians of this land 
and pay respect to the elders past, present and emerging of the Kulin Nation. 

This parish has a commitment to ensuring the safety of children and vulnerable people in our community. 
For more informa�on visit www.sfxmonty.org 

We support the recommenda�ons of the Royal Commission into ins�tu�onal abuse and pray for all the survivors. 

Lighting a Candle in the month of November. 

Don’t all rush in at once.....but considered and carefully - might I 

add, prayerfully - light a candle in remembrance of someone that has 

passed away, and now lives in the presence of God. Naturally, some 

one that you miss - and wish to celebrate their life with this simple 

display of a candle burning. Please be respectful of this new space 

and where possible clean up afterwards to allow for more candles. 

Many thanks. Michael 
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OUR PEOPLE & 
OUR CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priests 
Terry Kean - Pastor in Solidum 
 terry.kean@cam.org.au 
Michael Sierakowski - Moderator 

 michael.sierakowski@cam.org.au 
Barry Caldwell 
 

Parish Office 
 86 Mayona Road 

 9435 2178 
 Mon - Fri  9am-3pm 

 montmorency@cam.org.au 

Ana Solic 

 Pastoral Worker & Baptism Co-Ordinator 
 ana.solic@cam.org.au 

Gina Ang 

 Pastoral Worker & Caring Group Co-Ord 
 gina.ang@cam.org.au 

Beth Krolikowski: Secretary 

 beth.krolikowski@cam.org.au 

Kate Kogler:  Secretary & Bulletin 
 kate.kogler@cam.org.au 

Child Safety: 
montmorency.childsafety@cam.org.au 

Website: www.sfxmonty.org 
  www.olhc.info 

Facebook: 
St Francis Xavier Parish Montmorency 

Monty & Eltham Newsletter & Facebook items:
 kate.kogler@cam.org.au  
 

Schools 
St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Acting Principal:  Adriana Bownds:  9435 8474 
abownds@sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 
www.sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 
 

Holy Trinity Primary School  
Principal:  Mr Vince Bumpstead:  9431 0888 
principal@htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au    
www.htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au 
 

Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School 
Principal:  Mr Chris Ray:  9439 7824 
school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 
www.olhceltham.edu.au 
Religious Education Co-ordinator: 
Ms Marguerite Jones   9439 7824 

PARISH  TEAMS & INFORMATION 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturday, 10:30am  Monty ~ Terry 

Let us pray for all those who have gone 

before us marked with the sign of faith ... 

Montmorency 
 

For the recently deceased: 
Carlo & Sylvia Bergamo, David Engebretson, 

Catherine Gibbs (nee Mithen), Petronella (Nelly) Kandelaars 

For those whose anniversaries are at this time: 
Rudolf Jakubik, Russell Mee, Maria Morabito 

For those in need of healing, 
 remembering especially: 

Baby Kylie, Sriyani Algama, Nikki Attwood, Justine Best, 

Kristina Brazaitis, Daniel Brewis, Jan Collins, 
Desmond Deehan, Renee Eastwood, Debbie Edgley, 
Marilyn Fairbank, Julian Forrester, Danielle Gray, 

Gennie Hannon, Colleen Hussin, Jim Hussin, Tina Inserra, 

Adrian Jones, Patsy Leed, Ian McCabe, Hasti Momeni, 
Therese Moore, Patricia Mulholland, Montagna Mustica, 

Graham Neal, Geoffrey Nyssen, Mercy Ocson, Ron Pfeil, 
Susan Phelan, Andrew Pighin, Mary Said, Anthony Salvatore, 

Mary Salvatore, Maria Schroeders, Jeanette Steward, 
John Tobin, Remi Vulich, Sheryn Zurzolo 

Eltham 
For the recently deceased: 

Catherine Gibbs (nee Mithen) 
For those whose anniversaries are at this time: 
For those in need of healing, 
 remembering especially: 

Ak Callaghan, Fay Dobson 

Collections last weekend: 26 & 27 Oct 2019  

Community Thanksgiving Presbytery 

Eltham $440.00 $829.80 

Montmorency $1,221.00 $1,225.90 

Please note the above figures are monies banked & 
do not include visa/mastercard or direct debits. 

Thank you so much for your contributions. 

Mass of Remembrance 

for 

Our Lady Help of Christians 
& 

St Francis Xavier 
at SFX, 7:30pm, Fri 8th Nov 
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Grace’s Companion Dog Sylbar 

We applied to the Guide Dogs of Victoria for a Companion Dog for our granddaughter Grace. We have adopted Grace 
and her sister in a ‘Kinship” adoption.  For some time we have thought that a Companion dog could possibly assist 
Grace. 

Grace has multiple diagnoses and faces many challenges in her life. Her diagnoses are Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 
level 2, high functioning, Neuro-Behavioural Disorder from pre natal alcohol/drug exposure, Generalised Anxiety Disor-
der, Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), complex psychosocial history with alleged exposure to emotional and physi-
cal abuse and body focussed repetitive behaviour. Because of these disabilities it has been, and will no doubt continue to 
be, very difficult for Grace. 

The Guide Dogs of Victoria have trained Companion dogs that can be sold to suitable clients who have any of these emo-
tional or physical disabilities, and who pass the eligibility criteria. It is widely known that the benefits of having a com-
panion dog is quite amazing. These dogs can alleviate stress and anxiety, they can improve the quality and quantity of 
sleep, they can create positive behaviour and they can be a great comfort to the child. Our decision to apply for a com-
panion dog was not taken lightly, however, after Grace was lucky enough to be part of the Canine Comprehension Pro-
gram at her school Holy Trinity, we knew she would benefit so much from her own dog. Grace spoke continually about 
Ruby a therapy dog that visited her school through the Canine Comprehension school program. During a following ses-
sion with her Occupational Therapist Grace said that Ruby made her feel happy and that she wasn’t worrying about silly 
things. 

Sylbar came into our lives on Friday 11 October, she is a beautiful gorgeous black Labrador! Sylbar has been trained un-
der the Guide Dog program, she obeys commands, she is house trained and is already a calming influence on Grace. It 
was with joy that we found Grace asleep next to Sylbar only after one day, quite remarkable! 

Because Grace has dreadful sleep patterns and she is unable to differentiate between night and day, to have a full nights 
sleep has been something we have never had since she was born. After two nights with us, we encouraged Sylbar to sleep 
on Grace’s bed. Bliss! - we awoke at 6am the next morning not believing this beautiful dog could make such a difference 
in such a short time. We know we still have to continue Sylbar’s training program and we have now taught Grace how to 
feed Sylbar correctly, we are allowing her to lead her, and we have even had show and tell at school to introduce Sylbar to 
the school environment. 

At times Grace is hyperactive, inattentive, shy, withdrawn, appears emotionally absent, and lacks empathy. Grace has 
restricted interests, repetitive patterns of behaviour, difficulties shifting attention, anxiety in response to changes in the 
environment and routines, and sensory difficulties. Grace appears to be susceptible to sensory overload. Grace has little 
interest in socialising with other children and tends to play parallel to her peers. Grace has poor environmental and so-
cial boundaries; she runs without thinking and her safety is at risk given her impulsivity; further she inappropriately 
touches the face, ears or eyes of others. At times, she has an insatiable need to be touched and held by us her grandpar-
ents.  

In the short time that Sylbar has been with our family we have observed the dog nudging Grace when she senses her anx-
iety is starting to heighten and Grace begins to be pick at her skin until it bleeds.  Sylbar uses her body and assists Grace 
to regulate her emotions and feel safe. As mentioned earlier Grace has poor environmental boundaries and Sylbar takes 
care of Grace and directs her back to the safety of family and friends. 

It is our hope that we can further train Sylbar to be accepted as an Assistance Dog and then we could include her in eve-
rything that the family does, she would have the same access rights as Guide Dogs for the Blind. For her to do this, we 
have to pass a public access test and train both Grace and Sylbar together, not an easy thing for a child who has autism. 
The Guide Dogs has recommenced Paws for Assistances Dog Training where they assist you to train your dog to PAT 
standards, this training can take between 6-18 months. The dogs are fully trained to perform a range of supportive tasks 
and each dog is trained to suit the owner’s needs.  

The cost of this training can be up to $6000 depending on each client. However, the Companion Dogs from the Guide 
Dogs most certainly have had extensive training in place and it is hoped that they would find this further training rather 
easier than other dogs and therefore the time frame may be shorter. 

Our hopes for Grace and Sylbar  

To develop a wonderful bond and be supportive of each other. To enable Grace to be much calmer and reduce her anxie-
ty. For Grace to continue to have a full nights sleep (and us too)! To help Grace when she has a meltdown or a bad day, 
and to train Sylbar to be ‘in tune’ to Grace’s anxiousness and therefore discourage her skin picking and self harming 
behaviours.  

If you are able to assist with helping our family raise money for Sylbar’s therapy 
training or know of a grant we could tap into to support the therapy dog training 
could you please contact Holy Trinity Primary School.  Your support and prayer 
are very much appreciated as we negotiate this journey with our granddaughter.  

Contact person: Angela Tonkin (Deputy Principal) Ph: 9431 0888, 
atonkin@htelthamnth.cathoikc.edu.au 
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Upstream Challenge Walk 

On Sat 9 Nov, I will be walking (& staggering) 50km from 
the city to Donvale, as part of the ‘Upstream Challenge’ to 
raise money for five great charities, including Raise, a 
foundation for Youth Mentoring, which trains one-on-one 
mentors for Australian teenagers having trouble with 
school, or life - as many of us did, or do, or will, at 
sometime.  It is a locally organised & volunteer-run event. 

Ours is already a very generous parish, but if you would 
like to donate a small sum, you can do it here (where you 
can see details about the charities & how to join in): 
https://upstreamfoundation.org/groups/sherwood-
foresters/ 

OR you can find me after Mass & make or pledge a 
donation (coins of any colour are welcome!), which will be 
very gratefully received. 

If anyone is interested in joining the walk on the day (you 
can do 20kms of it starting near Heidelberg to the finish 
at Donvale), please let me know.  At the moment we are a 
team of three. Some people run it, but not us! 

Peter Beckford 

 

Columban Calendars 

are available from the Piety Stall after 

each Mass for only $9! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Parish Men’s Night 
Guest speaker - Greg Champion 

Friday 22 November, 7pm, SFX Parish Hall 
$40/head, Spit Roast Dinner, 

BYO Drinks & Snacks 
www.trybooking.com/BEOLT 

Bookings for tables of 10: 
to be placed by 12 Nov 2019 

Guy Toomey  9435 8474  
gtoomey@sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 

Daniel Johnson  0412 306 875  

johnnos3@optusnet.com.au 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Small Church Community -  

A number of small groups con�nue to 

gather in our Parish on a fortnightly 

basis.  You are always welcome to join 

one of the these groups for reflec�on 

on the Gospel and prayer.  Further 

informa�on contact:  Patsy ph. 0429 439 675 or 

patsy_skipper@hotmail.com.  

There is to be a gathering for SCC Facilitators next Sunday 

the 10th November, a0er 8.30am Mass at the home of 

Val Hayes. It will be great to see you then. 

Parishioners, assistance is always promptly 
available by contacting 

1800 305 330,  10am - 3pm weekdays 

 

 

Sunday Brunchers 

Sunday 10th November, 11:45am   
Come along and learn how to make homemade pasta. 
Meeting in the St Francis Xavier School Hall Kitchen.  
Please bring $5 cash to put towards ingredients. 
RSVP by the 8th of November to sbrunchers@gmail.com 
More info: https://www.facebook.com/
events/405302093751437/ 
Christian? Single? Would you like to meet other people who 
share the same values? Calling all those who find themselves 
single (for one reason or another) in their 30s, 40s  or 50s who 
would like to meet new people in a similar  
situation.  
Sunday Brunchers is a group for people who are single 
(whether you’ve been married before or not, have children or 
not) and most importantly, share Christian values.  
All welcome. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

SVDP Christmas Cards  

Have you thought about sending a charity 
Christmas card to your family and friends 
this Christmas? The new seasons and designs Christmas 

Cards are now available. Members of the St Vincent de Paul 
Society will again be outside Church before and after each Mass. 
We have maintained the price at $5 a packet.  

Parishioners are reminded that assistance is always 
promptly available to the community by contacting 1300 

305 330 between 10am and 3pm weekday.  

Collection of quality household goods/furniture can be 

arranged by calling 1800 621 349. 

Columban Calendars 
available for purchase from Piety Stall only $9! 

The Eltham Conference has received a 
supply of Columban Calendars which will 
be available for sale from the Piety stall 
after Mass each weekend until sold out. 

We encourage parishioners to keep alive 
the long tradition of using one in the 

house and supporting the Eltham Conference at the same 
time by purchasing one.  The cost is $9 - the same as last 
year. 

Thank you to all parishioners at Our Lady Help of 
Christians for the collection received at our appeal over 
the weekend of the feast day of St. Vincent de Paul.  The 
amount of $963.45 will go a long way towards helping the 
people we assist in the Eltham & Research areas. 

We would also like to thank all those persons who donate 
groceries over the year.  Thank you from the St Vincent de 
Paul Society. 

Our Lady Help of Christians News & Events 

St Francis Xavier News & Events 
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2020 Plenary Council - Further News… 
A small group of parishioners met during this past week to 
consider a response from our Parishes of Montmorency and 
Eltham to the Listen and Discern Consultation (Phase Two of 
the Plenary Process). 
Two themes have been chosen for us to discern: 
• Inclusive Participatory and Synodal Church 
• A Joyful Hope-Filled and Servant Community 
It’s now time to invite anyone and everyone who is interested in 
meeting around these themes.  The discernment meeting will be 
held in the SFX Parish Hall on Wed 20th Nov and Mon 25th 
Nov.  More information in coming Newsletters! 
 Terry 

 

�������������� 
 

The MARIAN Magazine 
Everyone is looking forward to another issue of the MARIAN 
Magazine this Christmas, publishing the stories of Montmorency & 
Eltham parishioners.  For quite some years now, the MARIAN 
magazine has been produced in Eltham three times per year, but of 
course, this year it will be a truly combined issue of all Monty & 
Eltham people. 
I am looking for personal stories, poems, reflections, reports etc. 
The writing in the MARIAN is not edited, changed or corrected, apart 
from that I have to make sure that it is within the law and not offensive 
(of course, I will help anyone if asked). 
If anyone is willing to help me with the layout etc, I will be delighted.  
A great opportunity here for young people to add to their Folio or CV 
for later employment. 
Please send your writing to the Parish Office 
(kate.kogler@cam.org.au).  The deadline is 30 November. 
Thank you, John Stuyfbergen 

 

�������������� 
 

Eltham and Montmorency Musicians... 

Are you a Liturgical Musician in our parish? 

Would you like to join the team? 

We are holding a special event in the lead-up to Advent for all 

current/interested Liturgical Musos (vocalists/instrumentalists). 

The evening’s focus will be on: gathering the two parish teams 

together, Advent preparation, music, singing & resource 

sharing. 

When: Thursday 14th November 

Time: 7.00 – 9.00pm 

Where: St. Francis Xavier Church, 

 86 Mayona Road,  Montmorency 

At the conclusion of the evening, a light supper & coffee will be 

served in the gathering space of the church. 

To RSVP your a,endance and/or for any questions, please 

contact Suzanne Agius 0409 807 101 or via email 

suzeagius1970@gmail.com. 
 

�������������� 

 

Philippines Outreach Visit 

On Feb 21, 2020, a social outreach visit will leave for a special grass 
root visit to the Philippines.  The trip is for 2 weeks.  This will be to 
Manila, Cebu, Fr Shay Cullen & Val Smith-Orr where THE most 
amazing work takes place that we all need to be aware of.  Issues such 
as poverty, human trafficking and child sexual abuse along with 
learning about positive programs to alleviate poverty are part of the 
learning & sharing.  There are a couple of places still available if 
anybody is interested. 

Kadasig Aid & Development runs a sponsorship program to educate 
children which is THE most positive way out of poverty.  The cost is 
$260 per year.  There are currently 8 children waiting.  For information 
on either of these issues please contact Glenys Gayfer: 
papel-imports@bigpond.com or 0411 196 395. 

RECENTLY DECEASED 

St Francis Xavier Community offers its sincere 

condolences to the families and friends of: 

Carlo & Sylvia Bergamo 
parents/in-law of Enzo &Vicki Bergamo 

David Engebretson 
husband of Kathleen, 

father of Teresa, Marie, Michael & John 

Petronella (Nelly) Kandelaars 
wife of Herbert, 

mother/in-law of Romaine & Ken, Gidget & Afe, 
Charlotte, Hugo & Cara 

 
Our Lady Help of Christians & St Francis Xavier 

Communities offers their sincere condolences to the 

families and friends of 

Catherine Gibbs (nee Mithen) 
sister/in-law of Margaret & Michael, 

Peter & Carmel, Anne & Vin 
 

our thoughts & prayers are with you at this time. 

 

�������������� 
 

MASS OF REMEMBRANCE, 
ST FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH 

We will gather at 7:30pm on Friday, 8th Nov 
to celebrate a special Remembrance Mass for 
our family members & close friends who have 
died during this past year. 

All are invited to include the names of family 
members & friends who have passed away in 
the past 12 months to our parish list.  To add 

their name to the remembrance list, please give the details to the 
Bereavement team member who will be in the foyer of SFX after 
all the masses for the next three weekends, or on the sign-up 
sheet on the table in the Gathering Area at OLHC.  Alternatively, 
you can contact the parish office (kate.kogler@cam.org.au) with 
the details. 

Everyone is warmly invited to attend this Mass as we 
remember as a community our loved ones who have died.  If 
you are attending the mass, we ask that you arrive a 
little early to record your name and the name of the 
person you have come to remember before mass 
commences.  If you wish, you may like to bring a photograph 
of your loved one to display on the night.  A light supper will 
follow the Mass. 

-SFX BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT TEAM 

Combined Parish News & Events 

It is the tradition of the Parish Pastoral Council to host a number of parish 

dinners each year.  Our final dinner for 2019 gives us an opportunity 

to reflect on memories of our loved ones. 

You are warmly invited to join members of the Parish Council for a 
meal prepared by them.  You don’t have to bring anything, 
just yourself and a desire to share a delicious meal together. 

 
Please RSVP : beth.krolikowski@cam.org.au or 
Parish office 9435 2178 by Monday 11 November. 

Parish House Dinner for those who have  
experienced grief and loss 

Friday, 15th November at 6:30pm 
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Eltham 

Saturday 2 November - 6:00pm 

Commentator Volunteer Please 

Lector Volunteer Please 

Eucharistic Ministers David Scannell 

 Maureen Scannell 

 Volunteer Please 

Sacristan Carmel Saltalamacchia 

Sunday 3 November - 9:30am 

Commentator Neil Walker 

Lector Michelle Leahy 

Eucharistic Ministers Miranda Armstrong 

 Marlis Dopheide 

 Linda Dunell 

 Peter Rigg 

 Trish Taylor 

Sacristan Marian Goss 

Altar Society Gabrielle Frediani 

Morning Tea Gonella Family 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue Stewart Family 

Counters 
Graeme Price 
Brian Wordsworth 

 

Saturday 9 November - 6:00pm 

Commentator Lorraine Furtado 

Lector Denzil Furtado 

Eucharistic Ministers May Foong 

 Vicki Jordan 

 John Stuyfbergen 

Sacristan Ramos Furtado 

Sunday 10 November - 9:30am 

Commentator Paul Jakubik 

Lector Miranda Armstrong 

Eucharistic Ministers Sheilah Arneson 

 Greg Scully 

 Helen Scully 

 Clare Zavadil 

 Volunteer Please 

Sacristan Jane Medeira 

Altar Society 
Kathy Reardon 
Helen Scully 

Morning Tea Jakubik Family 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue Zavadil Family 

Counters 
Pauline Wenn 
Angelo Conte 

Monty  9/10 Nov 

Boyd, Ros E8:30 

Bredle, Maria E8:30 

Bumpstead, Vince E8:30 

Capuana, Marisa BPTZ 

Capuana, Marisa PRYR 

Cassar, Joseph E8:30 

Ciavola, Kerry E8:30 

Collins, Leo CNTR 

Collins, Leo GRDN 

Dean, Mary W10:30 

Egan, Clem E6:00 

Egan, Tess E6:00 

Emslie, Maureen E6:00 

Enright, Jim W10:30 

Farrell, Sue E6:00 

French, Jossie W8:30 

Hanlon, John CNTR 

Kulkens, Mark W8:30 

Love, Philip W10:30 

Lucas, Maree CLNR 

Muller, Joan CLNR 

Percy, Julie W6:00 

Roy, Yvonne E10:30 

Shirbin, Olesia E10:30 

Siciliano, Ines E10:30 

Siciliano, Pat E10:30 

Stanton, M W6:00 

Thornton, Catherine E10:30 

Toscano, Frances E10:30 

Walter, Alan E6:00 

Walter, Kathleen E6:00 

Warrillow, Elizabeth E8:30 

Watson, Maureen E8:30 

Williams, Anne E10:30 

Zerjal, Frida E6:00 

Eltham & Monty Rosters 
If you need to make changes, please arrange a swap.  Thank you. 
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MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND 

Invest in your most precious asset......Your Marriage! 

Married couples, come and learn how to keep/rekindle the 
passion in your relationship and how to keep your love growing! 

This weekend is based around Catholic values but couples of all 
faiths are welcome. 

Next weekend date: 15-17 November 2019. 

Starts 7pm on Friday. Ends 5pm Sunday. Accommodation and all meals 

provided. 

Information/Bookings: Phone Mercy & James 0409 183 676 or 

Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au Website: wwme.org.au 
 

�������������� 
 

In preparation for ADVENT, come and meet 
Matthew, his Gospel and his Jesus. 3 Thursday 
evenings: 28 Nov, 5 & 12 Dec 7.30-9.30pm at St 
Thomas the Apostle Church, Diamond Creek Rd 
Greensborough North. Offered by the Catholic 
School of Evangelisation. Donation only. Details: 
Sandra 9434 7553. 

 

�������������� 
 

Prayer Diary: 

Mon 04 Nov 2019 

Please pray for favour with prison managers as we seek to 
increase our number of ‘visiting in prison’ volunteers in all 
prisons across Victoria and gain permission to run The 
Prisoners Journey in as many prisons as possible. Our 
mission is to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with 
prisoners. Pray also for our volunteers to be ‘on mission’ 
and for opportunities to share the good news of Jesus 
Christ during their visits. 

Tue 05 Nov 2019 

Let’s be reminded of the power and authority we have in 
Jesus Christ and pray for breakthrough in any areas of our 
lives and ministry where we are facing challenges. Pray for 
prisoners and their families to come to know Jesus Christ 
personally and to know the power of his resurrection. 

Wed 06 Nov 2019 

Please pray for our volunteers visiting in Fulham 
Correctional Centre this afternoon. 

Thu 07 Nov 2019 

Please pray for our State Advisory Council meeting taking 
place tonight and for wisdom from above as we pray, plan, 
and discuss God’s direction for Prison Fellowship in 
Victoria. 

Fri 08 Nov 2019 

Please pray for favour on The Prisoners Journey course 
taking place in Dhurringile this morning. 

Sat 09 Nov 2019 

Please pray for Bonnie as she visits women prisoners in 
Dame Phyliss Frost Centre today.  

PLEASE SEND ALL BULLETIN ITEMS TO: 
Kate : kate.kogler@cam.org.au 

Monty & Eltham Calendar of Events 

Sat 2 Eltham: Mass 6:00pm 

 Monty: Mass 6:00pm 

 

Sun 3 Monty: Mass - Baptism Welcome 8:30am 

 Eltham: Mass - Baptism Welcome 9:30am 

 Monty: Mass - Baptism Welcome 10:30am 

 Monty: First Sunday of the Month BBQ 11:15pm 

 

Tue 5 Melbourne Cup Day 

 Eltham: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

(Trish)  9:15am 

 Monty: Mass 9:15am 

 Monty: Craft Group 9:45pm 

 

Wed 6 Eltham: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

(Gina)  9:15am 

 Monty: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 9:15am 

 Ocean Grove:  Funeral: 

 Catherine Gibbs (nee Mithen) 11:00am 

 Monty: Small church Community Meeting 1:00pm 

 

Thu 7 Eltham: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

(Barbara) 9:15am 

 Monty: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 9:15am 

 Monty: Mass at Garden Views 10:30am 

 Monty: Funeral: Nelly Kandelaars 11:00am 

 Eltham: Liturgy Team Meeting 7:30pm 

 Monty: Book Club 7:45pm 

 

Fri 8 Eltham: Mass with 5/6A & 5/6AH 9:15am 

 Monty: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 9:15am 

 Monty: Liturgy Team Meeting 10:00am 

 Monty: Remembrance Mass 7:30pm 

 

Sat 9 Catholic Deaf Collection 

 Eltham: Mass 6:00pm 

 Monty: Mass - Welcome Mass for Prep 2020 6:00pm 

 

Sun 10 Catholic Deaf Collection 

 Monty: Mass 8:30am 

 Eltham: Mass - Baptisms 9:30am 

 Monty: Mass - Welcome Mass for Prep 2020 10:30am 

 Monty: Sunday Brunchers 11:00am 

 Monty: Baptisms 12:00pm 

 

Tue 12 Eltham: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

(Peter)  9:15am 

 Monty: Mass 9:15am 

 Eltham: Malawi Support Group 7:30pm 

 

Wed 13 Eltham: Mass 9:15am 

 Monty: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 9:15am 

 

Thu 14 Eltham: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

(Vicki) 9:15am 

 Monty: Mass 9:15am 

 Monty: Muso’s Evening Monty & Eltham 7:00pm 

 Eltham: Prayer Shawl 7:30pm 

 

General News & Events 
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Gospel: Luke 19:1-10 

Jesus entered Jericho and was going through the town when a man whose name was Zacchaeus made his appearance;  
he was one of the senior tax collectors and a wealthy man.  He was anxious to see what kind of man Jesus was, but he 
was too short and could not see him for the crowd;  so he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to catch a glimpse of 
Jesus who was to pass that way.  When Jesus reached the spot he looked up and spoke to him:  ‘Zacchaeus, come down.  
Hurry, because I must stay at your house today.’  And he hurried down and welcomed him joyfully.  They all complained 
when they saw what was happening.  ‘He has gone to stay at a sinner’s house’ they said.  But Zacchaeus stood his ground 
and said to the Lord, ‘Look, sir, I am going to give half my property to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody I will pay 
him back four times the amount.’  And Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, because this man too 
is a son of Abraham;  for the Son of Man has come to seek out and save what was lost.’ 

 

Overcoming Obstacles 

“Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today I must stay at your house.”  Luke 19:5 

Zacchaeus was up a tree.  Why?  Practically speaking, he was up a tree because he was short and he wanted to see Jesus 
as Jesus passed by.  But the symbolism reveals far greater meaning. 

The first thing we must note is that Zacchaeus was a wealthy and well respected man.  In the eyes of the world he was 
successful.  But despite his wealth, it appears there was something missing.  He heard about Jesus and desired to know 
Him.  This passage is fascinating because it must have been an unusual sight to see a wealthy and successful man 
climbing a tree in the presence of a large crowd.  In fact, it was so unusual that Jesus immediately noticed it. 

Jesus also noticed Zacchaeus because of something far more significant than a grown man climbing a tree.  Zacchaeus 
was noticed by Jesus primarily because Jesus was able to perceive the desire and openness of his heart.  Zacchaeus, this 
wealthy and successful man, was missing something and he was zealous to obtain it.  He longed for Jesus and this desire 
is fulfilled by the compassion of our Lord. 

Regardless of whether or not you are “successful” from a worldly point of view, it’s essential that you, too, recognize the 
unfulfilled desire of your heart.  That “unfulfilled desire” refers to any way that God is not fully the center of your life.  
Some people try to fulfil this desire in many worldly ways.  But those who are like Zacchaeus will realize that Jesus is the 
answer.  And when someone recognizes this fact, they will go to any length necessary to see Him and be with Him. 

Reflect, today, upon a simple question:  How far am I willing to go to see Jesus?  Are you willing to do anything you have 
to so as to see Him, hear Him and be with Him?  It may take an act of humility and you may have to act in a radical way.  
Doing so will call out to the heart of our Lord and He will respond to you with much generosity just as He did to 
Zacchaeus. 

Lord, I desire to choose You above all things.  May I never be drawn to the things of this world more than I am drawn 
to You.  Increase my desire for You and give me the courage I need to be faithful to You always.  I love You, dear Lord.  
Please increase my love.  Jesus, I trust in You. 

Baptism Welcomes 

This weekend we welcome to our: 

Montmorency Parish Community 

Sun 8:30am Mass 

Stella Peggy Ciavola 
daughter of Dion & Kristi 

and 

Isabelle Jane Cade 
daughter of Stuart & Deborah 

Sun 10:30am Mass 

Eadie Miranda Poloniato 
daughter of Adrian & Sarah 

Eltham Parish Community 
Sun 9:30am Mass 

Walter John & Alice Maree Gaffney 
twin children of Anthony & Geraldine 

We pray for Stella, Isabelle, Eadie Walter & Alice, 
their parents & Godparents. 

May God keep them always in His love. 

THEOLOGY @ THE PUB: NATHAN COSTIN & THE NEW EVANGELISATION 

Mon 4 Nov, 6.30pm (talk will commence 7.30pm) 
European Bier Café,   Level 1, 120 Exhibition Street CBD MELBOURNE 

Nathan will be speaking on The New Evangelization. 2000 years since the life, death & resurrection of Christ, we find 
ourselves in a whole new world.  The call to evangelize is perennial & the Gospel message timeless, however, the Church 
is seeking new methods and new blood to present its salvific message to the modern world.  This talk will equip you for 
the New Evangelization and explore how we as Christians share our message with today’s culture. 

Visit us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/tapmelb/  
Website: www.theologyatthepub.com.au 


