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Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ Year C 19/20 October 2019 

Japan Typhoon: Our thoughts and prayers to the gentle people of the beautiful country of Japan, who are indeed 

suffering after the massive typhoon which hit Tokyo causing death and destruction in the past week.  Over one million 

people displaced and as the clean-up begins, they are experiencing earth quakes too! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Christian meditation, when shared appropriately and practiced regularly, has the strong sense of being present in all the 

parts of the day.  So, from the stance of a Christian, attempting to imitate the mind of Christ - all life is a prayer!  Or, 

what in life is not a prayer if our attitude or openness to God is in the focus of our mind? 

How we act and thus what we do and say is intentional. 

You might not be surprised to hear that a number of locals ask me to modify my thoughts and thus speech on some topic 

or other - which I do find helpful, and appreciate - but almost impossible to achieve, as I’m never quite sure exactly how 

each word comes out!  I don’t read from notes and have the fortune of never having dot points when speaking publicly!  

Some lovely people have suggested that my homilies are too long!  On this issue, I will definitely try to do better, but I 

do love sharing an idea and yes, I do get carried away! 

In today’s Gospel: Jesus told his disciples a parable about the need to pray continually and never lose heart.  The 

intention to pray is very powerful and comes from a deep desire within the human heart.  Christian meditation does 

allow us to focus on what really matters and puts into perspective, for me anyway, the issues of life! 

Luke’s community would, occasionally, lose heart and often felt that the Christian journey was too difficult.  That’s 

something surely that we can appreciate in the modern era.  So, a possible way of looking at this interesting Gospel is to 

see prayer as stabilising our Soul in troubled times.  Our Soul does not rest until it rests in God.  Constant prayer, or 

praying regularly, does have the clear effect of resting our troubled souls!  Thus I find, that the regular practice of 

Christian meditation helps me in this important regard. 

You will not be surprised to hear that a few parishioners have suggested that my best homilies were when I spent time 

with them in the homily in silence!  Thus I said nothing. 

Now that’s cheeky … but I agree!!  More silence. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

P.S.  Has anyone noticed the Full Moon in the sky over the past week?  Our beautiful still nights around Eltham & 

Montmorency has set the scenery for these natural nightly encounters.  How lovely & breathtaking are these daily gifts! 

 Michael 

Monty & Eltham 
The Catholic Parishes of 

St Francis Xavier & Our Lady Help of Christians 

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people who are the traditional custodians of this land 
and pay respect to the elders past, present and emerging of the Kulin Nation. 

This parish has a commitment to ensuring the safety of children and vulnerable people in our community. 
For more informa�on visit www.sfxmonty.org 

We support the recommenda�ons of the Royal Commission into ins�tu�onal abuse and pray for all the survivors. 
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OUR PEOPLE & 
OUR CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priests 
Terry Kean - Pastor in Solidum 
 terry.kean@cam.org.au 
Michael Sierakowski - Moderator 

 michael.sierakowski@cam.org.au 
Barry Caldwell 
 

Parish Office 
 86 Mayona Road 

 9435 2178 
 Mon - Fri  9am-3pm 

 montmorency@cam.org.au 

Ana Solic 

 Pastoral Worker & Baptism Co-Ordinator 
 ana.solic@cam.org.au 

Gina Ang 

 Pastoral Worker & Caring Group Co-Ord 
 gina.ang@cam.org.au 

Beth Krolikowski: Secretary 

 beth.krolikowski@cam.org.au 

Kate Kogler:  Secretary 
 kate.kogler@cam.org.au 

Child Safety: 
montmorency.childsafety@cam.org.au 

Website: www.sfxmonty.org 
  www.olhc.info 

Facebook: 
St Francis Xavier Parish Montmorency 

Monty & Eltham Newsletter & Facebook items:
 kate.kogler@cam.org.au  
 

Schools 
St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Principal:  9435 8474 
nboyhan@sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 
www.sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 
 

Holy Trinity Primary School  
Principal:  Mr Vince Bumpstead:  9431 0888 
principal@htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au    
www.htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au 
 

Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School 
Principal:  Mr Chris Ray:  9439 7824 
school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 
www.olhceltham.edu.au 
Religious Education Co-ordinator: 
Ms Marguerite Jones   9439 7824 

PARISH  TEAMS & INFORMATION 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturday, 10:30am  Monty ~ Terry 

1/2 hr prior to any mass said by Michael 

Let us pray for all those who have gone 

before us marked with the sign of faith ... 

Montmorency 
 

For the recently deceased 
For those whose anniversaries are at this time: 

Kevin Boyd, Salvatore Cantone, Joe McKinley, 
Ivan Skender, Bill Tapley 

For those in need of healing, 
 remembering especially: 

Baby Kylie, Sriyani Algama, Nikki Attwood, Justine Best, 

Kristina Brazaitis, Daniel Brewis, Jan Collins, Desmond 

Deehan, Renee Eastwood, Debbie Edgley, Barrie Edwards, 

Marilyn Fairbank, Julian Forrester, Danielle Gray, Gennie 

Hannon, Colleen Hussin, Jim Hussin, Tina Inserra, Adrian 

Jones, Patsy Leed, Ian McCabe, Hasti Momeni, Therese 

Moore, Patricia Mulholland, Montagna Mustica, Graham Neal, 

Geoffrey Nyssen, Mercy Ocson, Ron Pfeil, Susan Phelan, 

Andrew Pighin, Mary Said, Anthony Salvatore, Mary Salvatore, 

Maria Schroeders, Jeanette Steward, John Tobin, Remi Vulich, 

Sheryn Zurzolo 

Eltham 
For the recently deceased; 
For those whose anniversaries are at this time; 
For those in need of healing, 
 remembering especially: 

Ak Callaghan, Fay Dobson, Teresa Revitt 

Collections last weekend: 12 & 13 Oct 2019  

Community Thanksgiving Presbytery 

Eltham $362.00 $845.75 

Montmorency $2,087.00 $1,344.50 

Please note the above figures are monies banked & 
do not include visa/mastercard or direct debits. 

Thank you so much for your contributions. 

Mass of Remembrance 

for 

Our Lady Help of Christians 
& 

St Francis Xavier 
at SFX, 7:30pm, Fri 8th Nov 
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When Pope Francis canonised Cardinal 
John Henry Newman on Sunday 13 
October, the first Briton to be declared a 
saint in more than 40 years, it was a cause 
of celebration not merely in the United 
Kingdom, and not merely for Catholics, but 
for all who cherish the values by which he 
was inspired. 

In the age when he lived, Newman 
stood for the life of the spirit against the 
forces that would debase human dignity 
and human destiny.  In the age in which he 
attains sainthood, his example is needed 
more than ever - for the manner in which, 
at his best, he could advocate without 
accusation, could disagree without 
disrespect and, perhaps most of all, could 
see differences as places of encounter 
rather than exclusion. 

At a time when faith was being 
questioned as never before, Newman, one 
of the greatest theologians of the 
nineteenth century, applied his intellect to 
one of the most pressing questions of our 
era: what should be the relationship of faith 
to a sceptical, secular age?  His engagement 

first with Anglican theology, and then, after 
his conversion, Catholic theology, 
impressed even his opponents with its 
fearless honesty, its unsparing rigour and 
its originality of thought.  Whatever our 
own beliefs, and no matter what our own 
tradition may be, we can only be grateful to 
Newman for the gifts, rooted in his Catholic 
faith, which he shared with wider society: 
his intense and moving spiritual 
autobiography and his deeply-felt poetry in 
“The Dream of Gerontius” which, set to 
music by Sir Edward Elgar - another 
Catholic of whom all Britons can be proud - 
gave the musical world one of its most 
enduring choral masterpieces. 

At the climax of “The Dream of 
Gerontius” the soul, approaching heave, 
perceives something of the divine vision: 

 

a grand mysterious harmony: 
It floods me, like the deep and 

solemn sound 
Of many waters. 
 

Harmony requires difference.  The 
concept rests at the very heart of Christian 

theology in the concept of the Trinity.  In 
the same poem, Gerontius says: 

 

Firmly I believe and truly 
God is three, and God is One. 
 

As such, difference is not to be feared.  
Newman not only proved this in his 
theology and illustrated it in his poetry, but 
he also demonstrated it in his life.  Under 
his leadership, Catholics became fully part 
of the wider society, which itself thereby 
became all the richer as a community of 
communities. 

Newman engaged not merely with the 
Church, but with the world.  While whole-
heartedly committed to the Church to 
which he came through so many 
intellectual and spiritual trials, he 
nonetheless initiated open debate between 
Catholics and other Christians, paving the 
way for later ecumenical dialogues.  On his 
elevation to the cardinalate in 1879, he took 
as his motto Cor ad cor loquitor (“Heart 
speaks to heart”), and his conversations 
across confessional, cultural, social and 
economic divides were rooted in that 
intimate friendship with God. 

His faith was truly catholic in that it 
embraced all aspects of life.  It is in that 
same spirit that we, whether we are 
Catholics or not, can in the tradition of the 
Christian Church throughout the ages, 
embrace the unique perspective, the 
particular wisdom and insight, brought to 
our universal experience by this one 
individual soul  We can draw inspiration 
from his writings and his life even as we 
recognise that, like all human lives, it was 
inevitably flawed.  Newman himself was 
aware of his failings, such as pride and 
defensiveness, which fell short of his own 
ideals, but which, ultimately, left him only 
more grateful for the mercy of God. 

His influence was immense.  As a 
theologian, his work on the development of 
doctrine showed that our understanding of 
God can grow over time, and had a 
profound impact on later thinkers.  
Individual Christians have found their 
personal devotion challenged and 
strengthened by the importance he 
attached to the voice of conscience.  Those 
of all traditions who seek to define and 
defend Christianity have found themselves 
grateful for the way he reconciled faith and 
reason.  Those who seek the divine in what 
can seem like an increasingly hostile 
intellectual environment find in him a 
powerful ally who championed the 
individual conscience against an 
overwhelming relativism. 

And perhaps most relevantly of all at 
this time, when we have witnessed too 
many grievous assaults by the forces of 
intolerance on communities and 
individuals, including many Catholics, 
because of their beliefs, he is a figure who 
stood for his convictions despite the 
disadvantages of belonging to a religion 
whose adherents were denied full 
participation in public life.  Through the 
whole process of Catholic emancipation 
and restoration of the Catholic Church 
hierarchy, he was the leader his people, his 
Church and his times needed. 
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Marriage Encounter Weekend 
Invest in your most precious asset … Your 
Marriage! 

2019 Victorian weekend dates: 
15-17 Nov 

Accommodation and all meals provided. 
Information/Bookings: Phone Mercy & 
James 
0409 183 676 or Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au;  
Website: wwme.org.au 
 

Mission Adventure? 

Communities in Africa, Asia, and the Pacific seek medics, 
teachers, tradies, business and admins to assist their 
development 
Learn more:  
10.30 am, Sunday October 27 
Jenny Florence Room, Ross House 
247-251 Flinders Lane, Melbourne 
On October 27 teacher Kathy Brick will share her 
experience of mentoring in Samoa, Tanzania and South 
Africa, and explain how sharing your skills can 
immerse you in a world of deep cultural discovery. 

 
22 chairs in good condition 

available free to a great home! 
These chairs are in the Gathering Area at 

Eltham.  If you would like them all or some, 
please contact the parish office - 9435 2178. 

 

Two information nights at 
St Augustine’s and Our Lady of the Pines: 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Lands  

Join an information night covering what to look 
for in a Pilgrimage to the Holy Lands. Hear from 
John & Randa, both are Christian natives, who 
were born & brought up in the Holy Lands & live 
in Australia since 1995.  

Wednesday 23 October at 6.30 pm: St. 
Augustine’s Church on 631 Bourke St, Melbourne. 

Or Thursday 24 October at 6.30 pm: Our Lady of 
the Pines Church, on 77 Carbine St, Donvale. 

Please register your interest: Call John 0404 184 
622 or Randa 0431 125 533 or email: 
support@christianpilgrimage.com.au    

 

The St Vincent de Paul Society is looking for 
VOLUNTEERS (male & female) from Monday to 
Saturday in 4 to 5 hour blocks, at their Centre at 23 
Sherbourne Rd, BRIAR HILL.  Duties include: Receiving 
& sorting donated clothing and bric-a-brac, stock 
preparation and pricing, displaying goods, serving 
customers, etc.  This role involves dealing with people 
from all walks of life on a daily basis, so a welcoming 
personality is essential, as is an understanding of the 
ethos of the Society.   This is a fantastic opportunity to 
gain personal satisfaction from making a positive 
contribution to St Vincent de Paul Society, as well as to 
learn new skills and have some fun.   

Phone 9432 6797 to arrange a time for a chat on how 
to join our friendly team, develop your skills and 
experience, have some fun and make some new friends. 

Umbrella… 
There are a number of umbrellas which have been 
left in the Gathering Space at St Francis’.  Please 
check to see if any are yours.  In a couple of 
weeks, the remaining umbrellas will make their 
way to the Vinnie’s Shop! 

 

The MARIAN Magazine 
Everyone is looking forward to another issue of the MARIAN 
Magazine this Christmas, publishing the stories of 
Montmorency & Eltham parishioners.  For quite some years 
now, the MARIAN magazine has been produced in Eltham 
three times per year, but of course, this year it will be a truly 

combined issue of all Monty & Eltham people. 
I am looking for personal stories, poems, reflections, reports etc. 
The writing in the MARIAN is not edited, changed or corrected, 
apart from that I have to make sure that it is within the law and 

not offensive (of course, I will help anyone if asked). 
If anyone is willing to help me with the layout etc, I will be 
delighted.  A great opportunity here for young people to add to 

their Folio or CV for later employment. 
Please send your writing to the Parish Office 

(kate.kogler@cam.org.au).  The deadline is 30 November. 
Thank you, John Stuyfbergen 

 

MASS OF REMEMBRANCE, 
ST FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH 

We will gather on Friday evening, 8th 
November at 7.30pm to celebrate a 
special Remembrance Mass for our 
family members & close friends who have 
died during this past year. 

All are invited to include the names of family members & 
friends who have passed away in the past 12 months to 
our parish list.  To add their name to the remembrance 
list, please give the details to the Bereavement team 
member who will be in the foyer of SFX after all the 
masses for the next three weekends, or on the sign-up 
sheet on the table in the Gathering Area at OLHC.  
Alternatively, you can contact the parish office 
(kate.kogler@cam.org.au) with the details. 

Everyone is warmly invited to attend this Mass as we 
remember as a community our loved ones who have died.  
If you are attending the mass, we ask that you 
arrive a little early to record your name and the 
name of the person you have come to remember 
before mass commences.  If you wish, you may like to 
bring a photograph of your loved one to display on the 
night.  A light supper will follow the Mass. 

-SFX BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT TEAM 

 

Southern Stars Social Club 

Party for single Catholics in the 28 to 60 age group 

Saturday 26th October, starting at 8pm 

Location: Benedict House 

301 Warrigal Road, Burwood 

Benedict House is one house past St Benedict’s 

Presbytery which is next to the Church. 

Cost: $13 includes supper and lucky door prizes. 

Enquiries: Peter  9885 2167 
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The St Francis Xavier Social Justice Group is 
hosting a series of presentations on: 

EXPLORING CLIMATE CHANGE 

The first of these 

HOW REAL IS CLIMATE EMERGENCY? 

will be held 7.30pm on Tuesday 22nd October, 

in our SFX parish hall 

 * What does Climate Emergency mean? 

 * How big is the problem? 

 * Who created the problem & who suffers most? 

 * How does Intergenerational Equity apply? 

Major speaker:  Alan Cuthbertson 

(Environmental activist) 

This is a free event and everyone is welcome.   Following 
the presentations there will be opportunities for 

questions. 

Future presentations of Looking Towards Solutions 
will be held in February and April 2020. 

For further information, contact Gloria 0410 263 230 or 
email 6lappin@gmail.com 

 

DAME WASHALOTS REQUIRED 

‘Calling volunteers who would be happy 

to launder Purifiers, fingers towels and 

Corporals twice a year,  each person on 

the roster does a rostered month, with 

great flexibility on the month, with 

swapping if your time does not suit.   if 

interested please call Judy 0429633022 

 

Columban Calendars 
available for purchase from Piety Stalls 

at OLHC & SFX for only $9! 

The Eltham Conference has received a supply of 
Columban Calendars which will be 
available for sale from the Piety stall after 
Mass each weekend until sold out. 

We encourage parishioners to keep alive 
the long tradition of using one in the 
house and supporting the Eltham 
Conference at the same time by 

purchasing one.  The cost is $9 - the same as last year. 

Thank you to all parishioners at Our Lady Help of 
Christians for the collection received at our appeal over 
the weekend of the feast day of St. Vincent de Paul.  The 
amount of $963.45 will go a long way towards helping the 
people we assist in the Eltham & Research areas. 

We would also like to thank all those 
persons who donate groceries over 
the year.  Thank you from the St 
Vincent de Paul Society. 

 

The Eden Gardens Children’s Home has 
been supporting the physical and spiritual 
needs of children for nearly 50 years, 
allowing them the opportunity to dream big 
and achieve their goals. 

The home currently provides 250 children 
from disadvantaged backgrounds with basic 
needs, such as food and water, education and 
a safe home, as well as faith formation 

through activities like daily Mass, praying the rosary and 
catechism. However, with challenges such as lack of water, the 
home urgently needs to update their infrastructure to continue 
providing practical and spiritual support to the children. 

Today, in the midst of this Extraordinary Missionary Month 
celebration, you have the opportunity to support the children at 
the Eden Gardens Children’s Home, and similar projects around 
the world, by becoming a monthly giving partner. Your one-off 
gift today is also very much appreciated and will make a great 
difference to those in need. 

Freecall: 1800 257 296     
catholicmission.org.au/india 

 

Marcellin College Memorial Mass 
for Deceased Students 

Parents, family and friends of deceased Marcellin students 
are welcome and encouraged to attend this 
memorial service. 

Mass will be celebrated in the Marcellin 
College Chapel on Thursday 31 October at 
7.30pm followed by supper afterwards. 

Enquiries to Mrs Mary Norden:  9842 3080 

Baptism Welcomes 

This weekend we welcome to our 

Montmorency Parish Community 

Jake Michael Ellis 
son of Jarrod & Kate 

and 

Bridie Rose Kilkenny 
daughter of Anthony & Christine 

Eltham Parish Community 

Matilda Anita Simpson 
daughter of Matthew & Anita 

Baptisms 

Congratulations to the families of: 

Hazel Zann, Ari Kazalac, Harvey Dimeck, 
Adam Ocson & Ophelia Salm 

as we celebrate with them their baptisms this weekend at 
St Francis Xavier. 

Congratulations to the family of: 

Louis Caboche 

as we celebrate with them his baptism this weekend at 
Our Lady Help of Christians. 

We pray for Jake, Bridie, Matilda, Hazel, Ari, Harvey, 
Adam, Ophelia & Louis, their parents & Godparents. 

May God keep them always in His love. 
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Eltham 

Saturday 19 October - 6:00pm 

Commentator Jennie O’Dell 

Lector Lionel Furtado 

Eucharistic Ministers Beverley Gillard 

 Yvonne Iliffe 

 Volunteer 

Sacristan Carmel Saltalamacchia 

Sunday 20 October - 9:30am 

Commentator Peter Reardon 

Lector Marlis Dopheide 

Eucharistic Ministers Hugh Azzopardi 

 Paul Crowle 

 Anne Stevens 

 John Stevens 

 Frans Zylstra 

Sacristan Carmel Saltalamacchia 

Altar Society 
Carmel Saltalamacchia 
Linda Dunell 

Morning Tea Dopheide 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue Ryan Family 

Counters 
David Scannell 
Neil Walker 

 

Saturday 26 October - 6:00pm 

Commentator Jennie O’Dell 

Lector Denzil Furtado 

Eucharistic Ministers John Gaspersz 

 Karen Gaspersz 

 Natisha Gaspersz 

Sacristan Kathy Reardon 

Sunday 27 October - 9:30am 

Commentator Linda Dunell 

Lector Julie Craw 

Eucharistic Ministers Denice Donnellan 

 Joan Gilbert 

 Marian Goss 

 Greg Northrop 

 Sharyn Northrop 

Sacristan Kathy Reardon 

Altar Society 
Gianna Milwain 
Vali Hall 

Morning Tea Gartland 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue Scannell Family 

Counters 
Greg Scully 
Lyn & Neil Smith 

Monty  26/27Oct 

Agius, Suzanne W10:30 

Andreatta, Brenda CLNR 

Ashworth, Margaret E10:30 

Ashworth, Margaret W10:30 

Brewer, Jenny E10:30 

Cassar, Joseph E8:30 

Ciavola, Kerry E8:30 

Cotter, Anne E8:30 

Cotter, Anne W8:30 

Davidson, John E8:30 

Dounis, Danielle E8:30 

Egan, Clem E6:00 

Egan, Tess E6:00 

Emslie, Maureen E6:00 

Emslie, Maureen W6:00 

Evans, Gail E8:30 

Farrell, Sue E6:00 

Fraser, Bob E8:30 

Gayfer, Glenys BPTZ 

Hayes, Greg E6:00 

Kenny, Michael W6:00 

Maynes, Phil GRDN 

McKinley, Michael CNTR 

Mee, Yvonne CNTR 

Roy, Yvonne CLNR 

Siciliano, Pat E10:30 

Solic, Ana BPTZ 

Thornton, Catherine E10:30 

Toscano, Frances E10:30 

Walter, Kathleen E6:00 

Williams, Anne E10:30 

Williams, Anne PRYR 

Williams, Peter E10:30 

Williams, Peter W10:30 

Williams, Peter PRYR 

Wood, Marie W8:30 

Zerjal, Frida E6:00 

Eltham & Monty Rosters 
If you need to make changes, please arrange a swap.  Thank you. 
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PLEASE SEND ALL BULLETIN ITEMS TO: 

Kate : kate.kogler@cam.org.au 

Monty & Eltham Calendar of Events 

Sat 19 Eltham: Mass 6:00pm 

 Monty: Mass 6:00pm 

 Monty: Kadasig Trivia Night 6:30pm 

 

Sun 20 World Mission Sunday 

 Monty: Mass 8:30am 

 Eltham: Mass - baptism 9:30am 

 Monty: Mass - Children’s Liturgy of the Word 10:30am 

 Monty: Baptisms 12:00pm 

 

Tue 22 Eltham: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

(Marlis)  9:15am 

 Monty: Mass 9:15am 

 Monty: Climate Emergency Presentation 7:30pm 

 

Wed 23 Eltham: Mass 9:15am 

 Monty: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 9:15am 

 

Thu 24 Eltham: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

(Gina)  9:15am 

 Monty: Mass 9:15am 

 Eltham: Prayer Shawl 7:30pm 

 

Fri 25 Eltham: Mass with 5/6OP 9:15am 

 Monty: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 9:15am 

 

Sat 26 Eltham: Mass 6:00pm 

 Monty: Mass - Birthday Blessings 6:00pm 

 

Sun 27 Monty: Mass - Birthday Blessings 8:30am 

 Eltham: Mass 9:30am 

 Monty: Mass - Baptism Welcomes, Birthday Blessings 

 RCIC presentation of Children 10:30am 

 Monty: Baptisms 12:00pm 

 

Tue 29 Eltham: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

(Peter)  9:15am 

 Monty: Mass 9:15am 

 Monty: Craft Group 9:45pm 

 

Wed 30 Eltham: Mass 9:15am 

 Monty: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 9:15am 

 

Thu 31 Eltham: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

(Elisabeth) 9:15am 

 Monty: Mass - Class Mass SFX 9:15am 

 Monty: Child Safety Meeting 10:30am 

 

Fri 1 All Saints Day 

 Eltham: Mass with Prep H 9:15am 

 Monty: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 9:15am 

 

Sat 2 Eltham: Mass 6:00pm 

 Monty: Mass 6:00pm 

 

Sun 3 Monty: Mass 8:30am 

 Eltham: Mass - Baptism Welcomes 9:30am 

 Monty: Mass 10:30am 

 Monty: First Sunday of the Month BBQ 11:15pm 
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Gospel: Luke 18:1-8 

Jesus told his disciples a parable about the need to pray continually and never lose heart.  ‘there was a judge in a certain 
town’ he said ‘who had neither fear of God nor respect for man.  In the same town there was a widow who kept on 
coming to him and saying, “I want justice from you against my enemy!”  For a long time he refused, but at last he said to 
himself, “Maybe I have neither fear of God nor respect for man, but since she keeps pestering me I must give this widow 
her just rights, or she will persist in coming and worry me to death.’” 

And the Lord said, ‘You notice what the unjust judge has to say?  Now will not God see justice done to his chosen who cry 
to him day and night even when he delays to help them?  I promise you, he will see justice done to them, and done 
speedily.  But when the Son of Man comes, will he find any faith on earth?’ 

Persistence in Prayer 
“…because this widow keeps bothering me I shall deliver a just decision for her lest she finally come and strike me.” 
Luke 18:5 

This passage is from the story of the Persistent Widow.  She kept coming to a judge, who cared little about doing the right thing, and 

persistently begged him for a good judgment.  Finally he gave in so as to get her to leave him alone. 

Jesus used this story to teach a lesson about the necessity “to pray always without becoming weary” (Luke 18:1).  It’s interesting 
that the image of the judge is one “who neither feared God nor respected any human being” (Luke 18:2).  But Jesus uses this image 

of an unjust judge to reveal the power of persistence and to reveal the depths of God’s mercy. 

First, we learn that this woman never gave up.  So with us, we must never cease to lose hope in prayer.  We must pray always, 
constantly and persistently.  It’s not that prayer changes God; rather, prayer changes us and disposes us to receive the immeasurable 

graces from God. 

Second, we learn that if an uncaring judge will eventually give a good decision, then so much more will the merciful and all-loving 
God pour forth His good judgments in our lives when we trust Him.  There should be no doubt in our lives that God can do all good 

things for us if we but let Him. 

Reflect, today, upon how persistent you are in your prayer.  The prayer you must seek to live is primarily a prayer of total trust and 
abandonment to God.  You do not change God’s mind by begging Him.  Rather, your prayer must be so persistent that it opens you 

to the will of God and allows His grace to flow in accord with His perfect will. 

Lord, I beg of You that Your perfect and holy will be done in my life.  I abandon all to You, dear Lord.  Do with me as You 

will.  Jesus, I trust in You. 

After-Mass Hospitality 

We’d love for you to be part of our “Internationally 
Famous” After-Mass Hospitality Team! 

Currently our volunteers are rostered 2-3 times per year, 
however, we understand that you will offer what you can 
to support this fantastic ministry. 

If you are interested, please add your name and 
availability to the sign-up sheet in the Gathering Area, or 
call/email the Parish Office (9435 2178) 
(gina.ang@cam.org.au or eltham@cam.org.au). 

For further information please speak with Gina or one of 
our Hospitality Team. 

Eltham and Montmorency 

Musicians... 

Are you a Liturgical Musician in 

our parish? 

Would you like to join the team? 

We are holding a special event in the lead-up to Advent 

for all current/interested Liturgical Musos (vocalists/

instrumentalists). The evening’s focus will be on: 

gathering the two parish teams together, Advent 

preparation, music, singing & resource sharing. 

When: Thursday 14th November 

Time: 7.00 – 9.00pm 

Where: St. Francis Xavier Church, 

 86 Mayona Road,  Montmorency 

At the conclusion of the evening, a light supper & coffee 

will be served in the gathering space of the church. 

To RSVP your a?endance and/or for any questions, please 

contact Suzanne Agius 0409 807 101 or via email 

suzeagius1970@gmail.com. 


