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Our Lady Help of Christians 
 

Member of the Diamond Valley Deanery 

 

Parish Information 
Parish:   4 Henry Street, Eltham 

House:   P.O. Box 310, Eltham 

Phone:   9439 9206    Fax: 9431 3755 

 

Liturgy Schedule 
 

Weekend Masses   

Saturday    6.00pm 

Sunday     9.00am, 11.00am 
 

Weekday Masses 

Tues - Fri   9.15am 
 

Reconciliation 

Saturday   9:30am 
 

Parish Team 

Parish Priest: Fr. Kevin Burke  

Parish Worker - Gina Ang 

(Tues & Wed 9.00am-3.30pm) 
Parish Secretary:  

Angela Vines - (Mon & Wed       
     9.00am-3.30pm) 
Vicki Jordan - (Fri 9.00am-3.30pm) 
 

email: olhc@alphalink.com.au 

web site: www.olhc.info 

 

School Team 

School Principal: Chris Ray 

School Secretary: Liz Cox 

R.E.C.: Marguerite Jones 

School:   1-13 Henry Street. Eltham  

Phone:   9439 7824                    

email: school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au        

Website:  olhceltham.catholic.edu.au  

 

Diamond Valley Deanery  

email: drcdvd@optusnet.com.au 

website: diamondvalleydeanery.org.au 

Sunday, 8 Dec 2013: Swcond Sunday of Advent - Year A 

Parish Vision Statement 

A loving parish,  

centred in Christ, 

that is welcoming,  

inclusive and connected, 

and relevant to the needs  

of our world. 

Today’s Readings 
First Reading Is 11:1-10 A shoot shall sprout 
from the stump of Jesse. Peace and justice 
will triumph. 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17. 
R. cf. v.7 
Second Reading Rom 15:4-9 Live in harmony 
with one another. 
Gospel Acclamation Lk 3:4, 6 
Gospel Mt 3:1-12  John the Baptist begins to 
preach in the desert. 
 

Next Week’s Readings 
First Reading Is 35:1-6, 10 The desert will 
rejoice and blossom. 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 145:6-10. R. see Is 
35:4 
Second Reading Jas 5:7-10 Be patient, even 
in suffering. 
Gospel Acclamation Is 61:1 (Lk 4:18) 
Gospel Mt 11:2-11 John asks, ‘Are you the 
one who is to come?’ 

GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good 

will. 
We praise you, 

we bless you, 

we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God,  

almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  

Father, you take away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us; you take away 

the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; you are seated at the 

right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the 
glory of God the Father. Amen.  

APOSTLES CREED 

We believe in God, 
the Father  

almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, and in  

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under  
Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 
on the third day he rose from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father  

almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

OPENING PRAYER 

Almighty and merciful God, may no earthly undertaking hinder us as we hasten to meet your 

Son, but may our desire to seek heavenly wisdom lead us to eternal life.  

Through Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia!   

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 

all people shall see the salvation of God 

Alleluia! 
 

PRAYER AFTER  COMMUNION 

Replenished by the food of spiritual nourishment,  we humbly beseech you, Lord,  

that, through our partaking in this mystery,  you may teach us to judge wisely the things of 

earth  and hold firm to the things of heaven.  

Through Christ our Lord.  

 



ST VINNIES GIVING TREE 

It’s that time again when we think about those less 
fortunate than us. If you are able, please take a 

card off the giving tree in the gathering area and 
replace it with the gift mentioned on the card by 

Sunday 15 December.   Gift cards are acceptable as 
long as they are placed securely in an envelope. 

 

ST VINNIES PIETY STALL 
Columban Calendars ($9 ea) and Christmas Cards ($3 for a pkt 

of 5 and $5 for a pkt of 8) are now available in the St Vinnies 
Piety Stall. 

 
 

2014 STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM 
The Parish will be running a Stewardship Program in late 

February and early March next year. 
 

The Program is a comprehensive parish renewal.  It is an 
opportunity for individual parishioners to reflect on their 

faith and the concept of Christian Stewardship.   
 

The Program will take us on a journey over three main 
“themed” weekends where we will be encouraged to  

reflect, pray and recommit to our faith and to the parish 

community - by making a personal commitment to come 
together to celebrate the Eucharist, to be involved in parish 

life by joining a parish group or ministry and by making a 
financial pledge of support for our parish and our parish 

priest. 
 

In preparation for the program a “census” will be taken  

during Mass over this weekend and the next and your co-
operation and participation would be greatly appreciated. 
 

 

MALAWI GROUP NEWS - CHRISTMAS RAFFLE RESULTS 

A very BIG THANK YOU to all who took tickets in 

the GRANDE Christmas Raffle that has raised a 
further $487.50 for the benefit of all those in our 

sister parish. Congratulations to the winners of the 
5 great prizes that were drawn after the 11 am 

mass last Sunday: 

Berryl GAFFNEY, Clare GREER, Roger DAW, Carmel RITCHIE  
and Linda DUNELL. 
 

Latest news is that we have just sent $6,000 over to Father 

Frank  at St Kizito’s in time for a happy and holy Christmas. A 
notice about  this transfer is on the Malawi notice board so 

please take a moment with your after mass cuppa to have a 
look at it. 
 

A very happy and holy Christmas to all with thanks from the 

Group. 
 

COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND 
There will be a collection this weekend for Melbourne Overseas 

Mission  which began in 1967 to enable Melbourne parishioners 
to support our own mission fund to help developing nations. 

Currently the major beneficiaries are people in Papua New 

Guinea, Vietnam, Gambia, Ghana, Pakistan, Peru, Botswana 
and Nigeria. Tax deductible envelopes are available. 
 

Archbishop Hart reminds us of a recent statement by Pope 

Francis that “we are called to open ourselves to be instruments 
of God’s mercy and of His love for every man and every  

woman, especially for the poor, the outcast and those who are 
distant.” 
 

There’s more information on the noticeboard and copies of the 

annual report are on the table. 
 

A BIG THANK YOU to all of those who responded for our call 

for help with the Christmas luncheon on Wednesday the 4th.  
As the saying goes, “many hands make light work” and your 

assistance made a huge difference. 

 

MARCELLIN COLLEGE ENROLMENT 2015 
Applications for Year 7 entry in 2015 close on 28 Feb 2014. 

The enrolment form can be downloaded at 

www.marcellin.vic.edu.au or contact the College Registrar on 
9851 1512 or email registrar@marcellin.vic.edu.au 
 
VOLUNTEERS FOR CHRISTMAS MASSES.   
Sign-up sheets are on the gathering area table for people to 
volunteer for Sacristan, Eucharistic Minister, Reader,  

Commentator, Hospitality at the Christmas Masses.  Please sign
-up today. All lists will be collected today (after 11am on 8th  

December) and we will print the roster in the bulletins of 15-16 

December and 22-23 December. 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS DELIVERY - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
One of our parish’s annual traditions is to deliver Christmas 

cards (with images created by our school children) to our 
neighbours alerting them to the true meaning of Christmas and  

our Mass times. If you can help out by delivering some cards in 

your area, please sign up at the map distribution table after 
Mass today.   

 
For the 5-10 minutes before weekend Masses, the Sacristy 

room and its entrance become a busy “workplace area” -  
sacristan, celebrant, readers, commentators and servers need 

room to move in and out. It’s not the time or place for socializ-
ing, so please keep the are free for these ministers. You may 

be eager to speak to Fr Kevin, but unless it is to do with that 

Mass, it can wait until after Mass, when he will have time and 
opportunity to see you. 
 

If you have names to be included for the sick or the deceased, 

we ask you to have them into the parish office by Friday 
10.00am so that they can be included in the bulletin and the 

prayers of the faithful. The next ‘deadline’ is 3.15pm as there’s 
just time for the secretary to include them in the prayers of the 

faithful. The next time is before 9.30am Saturday when Fr 
Kevin goes to the church for reconciliation and takes the Mass 

material to the church. 
 

The only reason for you to submit a name just before Mass is if 
you have only heard of a death on Saturday or Sunday. Even 

then it’s helpful if you arrive more than five minutes early. 
Please note that our two secretaries work at the presbytery 

three days each week. Angela Vines on Monday and Wednes-

day, Vicki Jordan on Friday - both 9.00am to 3.30pm. 
 

THE NIA SENSING MOBILITY GROUP invites you to their last 

class session for the year on Monday 16th at 11:00am here at 

our parish gathering area, followed by light refreshments. 
Come and Join us as we prepare our hearts during advent with 

some mindful movement. Enquiries Monica Espinoza 
0411230444  

 

CARITAS AUSTRALIA’S ADVENT APP 
As we celebrate the season of Advent and prepare for Christ-

mas, Caritas offers you a reflection to use during the Advent 
journey. Using the symbols of the Jesse Tree you can learn, 

pray and act daily with and for communities around the world. 
The recommended audience for this app is secondary students/

adults. Due to a couple of sensitive justice topics, primary-aged 
students should use the app with adult supervision. View the 

Advent calendar: http://www.caritas.org.au/advent. The app is 

available for both iphone and android devices. 
 

http://www.caritas.org.au/advent


LECTIO DIVINA REFLECTIONS APP  
This app is a new and accessible way to prayerfully reflect on 
the Scriptures in preparation for the joyful arrival of the Christ 

child. Lectio Divina is the meditative reading of a text of God’s 
Word, alone or with others, which leads to prayer and through 

that transformation of life. Lectio Divina App is available free 
worldwide for both Apple and Android devices. 

iPhone: https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/lectio-divina-phone/
id760070889?ls=1&mt=8  

iPad: https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/lectio-divina-tablet/

id760044932?ls=1&mt=8 
Android phone: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?

id=com.fraynework.lectiodivina2013mob 
Android tablet: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?

id=com.fraynework.lectiodivina2013 
 
 

SACRED HEART PARISH, PRESTON CENTENARY  
Sacred Heart, Preston will celebrate 100 years in 2014.  The 
parish's Centenary Committee is looking for old photos, articles 

and general memorabilia that might be useful for their cen-
tenary publication.  If you have anything of "Old Preston," 

please email preston@cam.org.au, or post to The Secretary, 
PO Box 1614, Preston South, 3072.  

 

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLICS –  CHRISTMAS EDITION OUT NOW 
The Christmas 2013 edition of Australian Catholics magazine 

explores what it means when Jesus asks us to 'love our neigh-
bour'. It is easy to see how this applies to those who are al-

ready close to us, but it's a different matter for us to find a 
place in our hearts for those we don't know well, especially 

those who have different beliefs, language or skin colour. 

More info: www.australiancatholics.com.au 
 

REFLECTION 
Have you ever been on a farm during  

summer? If you have you will know how pre-
cious water is. When I was a boy, I spent 

several holidays on an uncle's property. There 
were often six or seven city-based cousins 

there for the long summer break. It was great 

fun, but the one thing of which we needed a 
daily reminder was to be careful with how much water we 

used. We seemed to luxuriate in the shower for twice as long 
as our country cousins!  
 

I can remember that when we arrived for one holiday, it had 

not rained in the area for nearly nine months. A few days later, 
just at dusk, the thunder rumbled, the storm clouds gathered 

and the heavens burst open. The rain poured down. Like in the 
movies, everyone inside the house just stood up and walked 

out into the rain. No one said a word. We stood in the rain and 
soaked it in. The earth was not the only thing in need of a 

drenching. 
 

In today's letter from St James the metaphor of waiting for 
rain is given to us as a way of understanding what it was like 

to wait for Christ. It is a potent image for Advent. In this  
season each year we remember that humanity waited through 

a long, dry and exhausting period for the sign of new life in 
Jesus. For generations people looked to the heavens every day 

for a sign that today would be the day when God's salvation 

would come. Then, one night, in a way no one could have ever 
imagined, with no fanfare, a child burst forth into the world 

and established the final reign of God's love.  
 

Advent is not the time when we pretend that Jesus hasn't 

come into our world and that we are the first to anticipate his 

coming at Christmas. It's a richer season than that. It is the 
time when we recall what it was like before he came and how 

much we need him to keep coming again and again in our  
daily lives. 

The First Reading and the Gospel make it very clear that farm-

ers never down tools just because the rain comes. We're told 
that as a result of being soaked in the love of God we are 

called to do all we can for those in our world who are lame, 
blind, deaf, lepers, poor and for any one left for dead. 
 

This is a vital message for us to hear today because there are 

some in our country who tell us that all we have to do is look 
after ‘our own back yard’. This line is many things, but it’s not 

Christian. Advent reminds us that by welcoming Christ we have 
an obligation to care for all his children. Everywhere is our 

back yard because that’s where our brothers and sisters live. 

May we gain from Christ this Christmas the generosity to see 
that the desert is meant to bloom for all people everywhere, 

not just a few of us lucky to live in an oasis.  
 

We are ridiculously generous to others because God in Jesus 
has been lavishly good to us and our goodness remains a most 

powerful sign of God's salvation that is always seen in deeds 
not words. 
 

© Richard Leonard SJ 

 
 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE VIRGIN MARY (Mon Dec 9) 

The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception was proclaimed as 

infallible by Pope Pius IX in the formal proclamation, Ineffabilis 
Deus, in 1854. Bernadette's vision at Lourdes in 1858, where 

Mary revealed herself as the Immaculate Conception, was seen 
as divine approval of the proclamation. 

 
 

ST LUCY  (C.283 – C.304) (Fri Dec 13) 
Born into a rich, pious family in Syracuse, Lucy – whose name 

means ‘light’ - vowed her life to Christ. Tradition has it that she 
was denounced as a Christian and martyred under the Emper-

or Diocletian.  

LIBRARY NEWS   
Book of the month for December 
 

“Can We save the Catholic Church “, by Hans 
Kung. 
 

Pope Francis promises reform and Kung pre-
sents the church with urgent diagnosis and recommendations. 

Kung offers an 'unflinching critique'.  
 

I have read it and strongly encourage others to do so.  
 

Trish 

HOLY SOULS MASSES  

WE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING LOVED ONES 
Sunday December 8 

  9.00am:  John and Abigail Malone; Nita Kenihan     
 11.00am:  Henri and Eliane Michel 

Rosary:   

 Mondays at 7.30pm  
Gospel  Reflections and discussion: 
 Tuesdays 9.45am  
Meditation:   

 Wednesdays at OLHC at 6.30pm  
Forgiveness Liturgy: 
 Wednesday Dec 18, 7.30pm (see note on last page) 
 

ADVENT - EVENTS - CALENDAR 
Our Advent calendar of events is now available on our web 
site and there are some copies on the gathering area ta-

ble. Please mark the dates in your calendar. Key events:  

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/lectio-divina-phone/id760070889?ls=1&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/lectio-divina-phone/id760070889?ls=1&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/lectio-divina-tablet/id760044932?ls=1&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/lectio-divina-tablet/id760044932?ls=1&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.fraynework.lectiodivina2013mob
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.fraynework.lectiodivina2013mob
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.fraynework.lectiodivina2013mob
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.fraynework.lectiodivina2013mob


PARISH SCHEDULE 
Baptisms 
On 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month at 12:15pm. 
6 weeks notice required. Baptism preparation held last Saturday 
of the month at 10:00am.  
On the 4th Sunday of each month Baptism candidates are 
welcomed during Mass. 
 

ST. Vincent  de Paul Piety Stall Open During W/end Masses - 

Donations for next week:  
Breakfast cereals, pasta, pasta sauces, tins of vegetables 
and soups, tea and coffee. 
 
Altar Society     
December 8    T. Daw, L. Bignell 
December 15   G. Frediani 
 

Counters     
December 8    P. Riley, G. Northrop 
December 15   T. & R. Daw, R. Dunell 
 
Pilgrim Rosary Statue  
December 8    Dhanasen Family 
December 15   Stewart Family 
 
Caring Group Co-Ordinators 
Jayne Britton    9431 2667 
Barbara Bibby   9439 8594 
 

Sunday Morning Tea      
December 8     9.00am  M. Dopheide  
      11.00am  A. & C. Franciscelli 
December 15    9.00am  M. & T. Pereira 
      11.00am  C. O’Brian and family 

 

 

 

 

All meetings in Gathering Area unless  otherwise  
specified  

 

Meditation: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 5.30pm;               
            Wednesday: 6.30pm -  All welcome 

Stations of the Cross: Friday: 8.45am   
Adoration: First Friday of the month 7-8pm 

 
December 2013  

Mon Dec 9   Rosary 7.30pm 

Tues Dec 10  Advent Gospel reflections, 9.45am 

     Liturgy committee 7.30pm 

Wed Dec 11  St Vincent de Paul dinner 6.30pm for 7.20 

Thurs Dec 12  School Carols 7.00pm 

Mon Dec 16  Rosary 7.30pm 

Tues Dec 17  Advent Gospel reflections, 9.45am 

     Grade 6 Graduation Mass 7.00pm 

Wed Dec 18  Forgiveness Liturgy, 7.30pm 

Thurs Dec 19   End of school year Mass 9.15am 

Mon Dec 23  Rosary 7.30pm 

Tues Dec 24  Carols 5.00pm; Mass 5.30pm 

     Carols 7.30pm; Mass 8.00pm 

     Carols 11.30pm 

Wed Dec 25  Midnight Mass 

     Carols 8.30am; Mass 9.00am 
 

Feast Days this Week 

Mon Dec 9   Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Mary 

Fri Dec 13   St Lucy 

LITURGY ROSTER 

 COMMENTATOR LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

December 8 - 2nd Sunday of Advent 

6.00pm V. Jordan B. Gillard D. Scannell, M. Scannell, P. Crowle 

9.00am G. Scully S. Stevens J. Gaspersz, K. Gaspersz, N. Gaspersz, 2 volunteers 

11.00am J. O’Dell S. Woppel M. Goss, C. Egan, 3 volunteers 

December 15 - 3rd Sunday of Advent 

6.00pm L. Furtado V. Jordan B. Gillard, M. Hadley, C. Porter 

9.00am J. Bylsma Volunteer P. Shea, A. Stevens, J. Stevens, 2 volunteers 

11.00am P. Reardon C. Walker A. Conte, K. Conte, A. Thompson, 2 volunteers 

PRAYERS PLEASE 
We pray for those who have died recently and those 
whose anniversaries occur at this time.  
 
We also pray for those who  are sick and in need of our 
care. 

Recent deaths 

baby Cara Maria  

Malignaggi  
 
 

Sick and in need of care 

Graeme Ryan 

Dennis Rawlinson 

Maureen Hewitt 

Ethel Robinson 

ADVENT FORGIVENESS LITURGY  
Throughout the year we are called upon many times to donate 
not only money, but goods and time - to the poor, to relief  
programs, to targeted campaigns or parish activities.  
 

Sometimes it seems as if we are constantly being asked to give, 
give, give!  But don't forget that we are truly blessed - we live in 
a beautiful country, we live in a democracy, and we are a first 
world country. 
 

"Sometimes we prove hard of heart and mind; we are forgetful, 
distracted and carried away by the limitless possibilities for  
consumption and distraction offered by contemporary society"*, 

so this year's Advent forgiveness liturgy will ask us to focus on 
the times when we have failed to give. 
 

Over the next few weeks' we ask parishioners to make a special 

effort for St Vinnies and the Asylum seeker donations. Not just 
baked beans, but something we ourselves would appreciate. A 
sample of these goods will be presented during the forgiveness 
liturgy as a symbol of our acknowledgement of our good fortune 
and our resolve to be more open to the needs of others. Perhaps 
we should think of it as sharing, rather than giving ….. 
 

*Evangelii Gaudium - The Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis 
 


