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He is risen 
for all of us 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 I love his reflections on Matthew ch5. v17: “I have come not to abolish the laws but to fulfil 

them”; it’s headed: “Great Containers are Necessary”. He says “God is like an electric wire. 

You get burnt if you make direct contact. Great contents must be held by smaller holding 

tanks…. You can only get Great Contents little by little, in stages and doses, when ready and 

when you yourself are at the deeper levels. Otherwise, you always get burned. Laws, 

dogmas, even institutions are the necessary holding tanks keeping you still and struggling in 

one place, until you can go deeper and know what they really mean! …..” 

Jesus knows that laws and dogmas are a necessary beginning point and holding tank. He 

explains that Paul describes structures as nursemaids; Rohr calls them training wheels, 

saying “Structures of various kinds are wine skins but are not the vine. They are the first 

containers but not the final contents. But without the container, we invariably lose the 

essential contents.” 

I’ll conclude with his Starter Prayer for that day: ”God of Law and God of Love, get me 

started, hold on fast to me, but also keep me going in the right direction, which is always 

towards you”. 

 

I have given you just a little taste of the deliciousness and depth of Richard Rohr’s reflections; I 

reckon the richness and wonder of his reflections may just be a flashing glimpse of the beauty and 

joy of eternal life. 

Father Kevin 

 

 

 



 
 

Refugees 

Part of our Faith Heritage. 

Christmas does not necessarily ignite within us stories of refugees.  But the Christmas story is 

just that – the story of Mary and Joseph’s dangerous journey, some 145km from Nazareth to 

Bethlehem, to register for a census. History suggests they followed an arduous path (south 

along the flatlands of the Jordan River, west over the hills around Jerusalem, and then to 

Bethlehem), to a place under a government rule where their child would not be welcome. 

The pregnant Mary would have endured freezing temperatures, the constant threat of outlaws 

on the trade route and harsh terrain. And when the couple finally reached Bethlehem, they were 

turned away.  After Jesus was born. King Herod was worried that Jesus would threaten his rule. 

So Mary and Joseph fled to Egypt by foot and on a donkey, where they lived in exile for years. 

It is rather poignant to think that the current asylum-seeking couple being housed by our parish 

have fled from Egypt, the very country that once gave Jesus sanctuary. 

The story of our “blessed family” begs the question: “What does it feel like to be forced out of 

your home under threat of death, to travel across nations through unwelcome terrain, only to 

arrive at your destination feeling helpless, unprotected and vulnerable?” 

At the end of 2015 the UNHCR figures on refugees and displaced people were as follows: 

* 65.3 million forcibly displaced people 

* 21.3 million refugees 

* 10 million stateless people 

Many of these refugees have the same goal as Mary and Joseph: the preservation of family. 

Millions of people clinging to family, desperate for peace, safety and reprieve.  It makes the 

tiny numbers of refugees that Australia accepts yearly seem laughable. 

If we are able to so openly, sympathetically and empathetically embrace our faith story, one 

has to wonder why our present-day diaspora often meets with hostility, suspicion and even 

rejection. 

In 2006 Father Barry Caldwell and Maria George (then the parish Pastoral Associate) took me 

to Moonee Ponds to hear the National Finalists in the Community Awards ceremony, talk about 

the amazing things they were doing.  A couple instantly appealed to all of us, since at the time 

we had Sri Lankan Asylum Seekers living at 12 Henry Street. The couple from Coff’s Harbour 

had been running Sanctuary Foundation for over 30 years, and with the blessing of the 

Australian government, settled UNHCR recognized refugees around Australia. Several months 

after meeting them, we gathered an eclectic group of interested people for a meal, and over 

dinner hatched the skeleton form of what became Sanctuary Victoria (a formal branch of 

Sanctuary Foundation.) Through this organization, we went on to settle two Somalian families 

in Eltham. 



 
 

In 2015 this theme of small gathering, glass of wine, and shared enthusiasm for the cause of 

refugees, repeated itself. Invited by young neighbours for a New Year’s drink, Marlis and I sat 

like elders amidst vibrant chatter about the projected arrival of Syrian Refugees in Eltham.  

From this gathering emerged the Welcome to Eltham community group, which became 

instrumental in 2016 in peacefully and categorically snuffing out some ugly neo-Nazi 

opposition to refugees being housed beside aged residents. 

Both these experiences highlighted for us the importance of getting involved when you care 

about a cause.  Neither of us could ever have “run” these groups, but we could inspire others 

to take the reins, and we could support the initiatives by doing what we were able to.   And this 

is the secret.  Do what you can, no matter how small, but do something.  And where ever 

possible, be involved in a hands-on, face-to-face way.  Refugees are people, not a statistic.  

People need people! 

 

Over 1.19 million women, men and children need to be resettled in a safe country. Yet only 30 

countries offer just over 100,000 abbual resettlement places 

 

OUR FIRST SOMALIAN FAMILY  

 

In 2007 Sanctuary Victoria were assigned their first refugee family to settle.  The protocol was 

explicit: the group funded the flights (which were then paid back over time), found housing 

and furnishing, assisted with setting up doctors, schools, Medicare, Centrelink, etc. and made 

sure English classes were in place. 

 

There was great excitement about the arrival of the family, traveling from a Kenyan refugee 

camp. It wasn’t until we started looking for rental accommodation that we realized how 

difficult it was going to be to house seven people in one place.  Not only that, but seven very 

dark people, five of them women wearing hijabs and long flowing dresses. 

 

Before anything was in place, we were notified that the family were in danger and had been 

put on an earlier flight.  They were arriving within two days, and there was nowhere for them 



 
 

to go.  Not wanting to split the family up, Marlis and I said we would house all of them in our 

home.  They arrived late one night, in the middle of Ramadan.  They were exhausted, frightened 

and hungry.  They dragged the mattresses we had spread across 3 basement rooms, into one 

room, curled up together, and fell into a long, deep sleep. 

 

Despite the language barrier, and the cultural and religious differences, we quickly gelled as a 

“blended family.” But we rapidly became aware of how challenging it was going to be to find 

housing for this group.  It was not only the large number of people, but also the fact that 5 of 

them were teenagers (or soon to be teenagers.)  

 

As we went daily to local real estate offices, other assumptions became obvious.  Realtors were 

not comfortable with 4 children sharing a room (two sets of bunk beds.)  Despite assuring them 

that no matter how many bedrooms there were, the girls would sleep together in the one room, 

realtors did not want to rent a 3 bedroom unit to 7 people. 

 

Thank goodness there is often one person who becomes the maverick – one person who stands 

up to do something.  We found this person in Di Bryan, a realtor with a heart.  She talked to 

one of her landlords, convincing him to take a punt on this family.  Sanctuary Victoria stood 

as guarantors, and the girls were allowed to share the one bedroom.  

 

Over the course of time, Di helped this family find other accommodation when the original 

unit was sold, and assisted with other “hard to place” people we were assisting who needed 

shelter and a place to call “home.”  It only takes one person who cares to make the difference, 

and that person could be you. 

 

 

 

OUR SECOND SOMALIAN FAMILY  

 

Within two days of the departure of our first seven Somalian guests, four more arrived. The 

mothers in these two families were half-sisters.  When we knew the family was on its way, our 

original family begged for them all to be together.  That would mean 11 guests in our 3 ½ 

bedroom, one-bathroom, one-toilet house! Yet who were we to say it would not work?  They 

were sure it would, and in their homeland, this would be a “normal” living arrangement, our 

house probably being larger than theirs. 

 

But the day before the new family arrived, our first family’s unit became available, two blocks 

away from us, and they were able to move. 

 

The new family consisted of a mother, her 27 year old disabled daughter, a 17 year old son and 

a 10 year old daughter.  The age differences between the children left us wondering how many 

family members had disappeared over the years. 

 

We had no concept of what to expect with the disabled daughter.  The family called her “the 

special one.”  She was treasured, and all family members had their roles to play in her care. 

After she arrived, we realized the young woman was deaf, dyspraxic, epileptic, psychotic and 

intellectually impaired.  She had panic attacks which led to uncontrolled wailing.  To 

communicate she had a repetitive repertoire of noises, hand movements and facial expression.  



 
 

Untreated in her own country, she had deteriorated from being a cognisant, able youngster, to 

being significantly brain impaired. 

 

Her mother believed that coming to Australia would cure her.  It was her greatest dream, that 

her daughter would revert to the little girl they had once known.  But of course, this could never 

be the case.  What a correct diagnosis and medication has done is enable the girl to realise her 

fullest potential (albeit limited.)  She has also become calmer, happier and able to engage with 

respite workers at a nearby government funded sheltered workshop. 

 

Having this family with us faced us with another set of housing challenges.  The family only 

wanted a 2 bedroom unit, but realtors frowned on this given the ages and gender of the family.  

Realtors were also wary; very wary; of renting to a family with a disabled adult.  Could we 

guarantee that she wouldn’t damage the property?  Could we assure them that she wouldn’t 

make unnecessary noise or cause disturbances?  Not even Di Bryan had a landlord willing to 

take this family on.  So they lived with us for over 3 months. 

 

What their plight highlighted to me, was that this was not just a refugee dilemma.  This was 

the kind of prejudice any citizen who does not fit the norm may face when trying to access 

affordable housing. It made me aware of just how many marginalized people in our society 

need advocates.  Because again, it was us vouching for the family, negotiating additional 

inspections during a probation period, promising to have a team of volunteers to help get them 

settled that finally convinced a realtor to accept their application. 

 

So we return to our theme.  It only takes one person to speak out; one maverick; one advocate; 

and good outcomes can happen.  This person could be you.  Try being a maverick today. 
Miranda Armstrong 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

It's Like the Second Coming 
 

The Day of the Lord will not be televised 
Or Googled, U-tubed or streamed. 

There'll be no news for magazines to note 
Or for commentary by pious panel people 

Or to protest in the streets. 
It won't be argued in the House, 

For there's no point in a vote. 
 

It will not have a Wiki entry 
Or a public relations team. 

Who'd not have time to brush their hair (or teeth) 
To look good for the screen. 

There won't be money made or lost. 
It won't be democratic: 

For He's not bound by law, or polls 
And Grace is more His thing. 

 
It will not trend on Twitter. 

He won't mind what you think: it's not as if we were not warned. 
He's tried enough: 

Seventy times seven at least we're told 
And I daresay many more 

Before He's done. 
 

If many, many fingers slide, 
Or press, or jab or scratch, 

To record a new-found 'like', 
It matters not: by then it'll be too late. 
Reality's mists, the electron universe, 
Will have melted silently from view. 

As this worn out world quite vanishes away, 
Borne off on angels' whispy exhalated winds, 

And another takes its place. 
 

Only happy or despairing souls remain, 
To wait and see what's going to happen next. 

We can't be sure (and can't complain), but have to hope 
To be there then, if just to stand 

And get a better look. 
 

He may not arrive just yet, 
Today, tomorrow or next week, 

Or month or year. 
But when He said 'Watch !' 

He did not mean 
The television set. 

 
Peter Beckford 



 
 

Bishop Long's address on the findings of the Royal 

Commission 

Maybe, like me, you don’t know very much about Vincent Long Van Nguyen? It 

was only after watching the Australian bishops, as a group, addressing the 

findings of the Royal Commission on the news a few weeks back, that I sat up 

and took notice of this outstanding, humble and compassionate man. 

A little background: in 2011 Pope Benedict XV1 appointed Vincent an auxiliary 

bishop of Melbourne, our first Asian bishop. Last year Pope Francis, alive with 

the Spirit, I’d suggest, appointed Bishop Long to be Bishop for Parramatta. 

Bishop Long has been shaped by hardship. As a teenager he fled Vietnam, along 

with 147 refugees jammed into a 17 metre boat, to escape the war.  

I read his 2017 Lenten Message on Eureka Street [Jesuit on-line paper] and had 

my earlier ideas instantly confirmed; here is a man who has a beautiful simplicity 

and humility. 

Please, please, take the time to read this Lenten Message. It is the first time I 

have connected to any statements in the press, made by our clergy. We’d do 

ourselves an honour just to inform ourselves that our church has a future with 

men like Bishop Vincent Long OFM at the helm. Bishop Long's article can be 

found at Catholicoutlook.org.au                                                       Trish Taylor 

 

 

                                        OLHC Caring Group     introduces  

                                Tanya Murugan 

                      Coordinator from April – June,        

Please call Tanya at 0402 013 048, 

if you or someone you know is in need 

of any assistance from the Caring Group, eg. 

meals, transport, visits, etc, and Tanya will 

co-ordinate someone to attend to your needs. 



 
 

OLHC PARISH INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
STATEMENT AT 31 DECEMBER 2016  

         

         
INCOME         

         

         
Thanksgiving Income    112,548   

         
Grants      8,000   

         
Sundry income     12186   

         
Total income      132,734  

         

         

         

         
LESS EXPENSES        

         
General administrative     87168   

         
Pastoral expenses     16913   

         
Archdiocese levies     12792   

         
Property expenses     35213   

         
Sundry expenses     5991   

         
Total expenses      158,077  

         
DEFICIT       -25,343  

         

         
The deficit was in line with budget and expectations. It was funded from cash reserves. 
 
 

For a short while I had a nightmare, that the Easter issue of the Marian would be 

a very short one. Like 2 pages. But many people came to the rescue with 

contribution. I thanks them all. 

This issue is dedicated to the plight of the refugees. Hence,( for Easter) the 

unusual front page. In light of this, on a personal note, I wish all my friends in, 

and refugees from West Papua a very blessed Easter. 

From Father Kevin and myself, we wish you all a Happy and Blessed Easter. 

John S 



 
 

 
 
 
 

ASYLUM SEEKERS- 
 

 who they are and how Australia “deals with them.” 
 

Our parish has a rich and proud record of working for the rights of both asylum seekers and 

refugees. In 2006 (?) the parish-owned house at 12 Henry Street became a haven for asylum 

seekers. Working in partnership with Hotham Mission (now renamed Lentara) the parish 

housed and supported a Sri-Lankan mother and daughter. As the fight for their freedom 

began spiraling toward deportation, the parish funded lawyers and rallied in support of the 

pair in the face of Immigration Department opposition.  Thankfully the outcome was good 

and Nayana has gone on to marry a parishioner, whilst her daughter Nuwani has qualified as 

a legal rights activist, and has married a Iraqi refugee here in Melbourne. 

 

Most recently, the parish has continued the partnership with Lentara and is supporting 

George and Ada from Egypt.  In part, as a result of parish activism, letter writing and verbal 

communication with authorities, the couple have just been granted a bridging visa. 

 

There is often misunderstanding about who asylum seekers are, and some people are 

antagonistic toward them, believing they are “queue jumpers” or “people who rort the 

system” An asylum-seeker is simply someone whose request for sanctuary has yet to be 

processed. Every year, around one million people seek asylum. Those seeking asylum 

usually do so as a result of conflict or violence in their homeland. UNHCR believe that 

everyone has a right to seek asylum from persecution, and to be protected.   

 



 
 

In contrast, a refugee is an asylum seeker whose request for sanctuary has been processed 

and authenticated. The difference between the two categories in most cases is a matter of 

“paper-work”.  However, many asylum seekers cannot risk sitting around waiting for 

governments to process papers.  They need immediate asylum and are prepared to take 

desperate measures to survive (like traveling on tiny, unsafe boats vast distances across 

oceans.) 

 

When a refugee arrives in Australia (or rather, an asylum seeker whose papers have been 

processed), they receive financial, medical, language, education, food, housing and 

employment support from the government – as do all Australian citizens who are 

disadvantaged. 

Knowing the FACTS about what services are available to any group living in Australia, is 

vital if we wish to be informed citizens.  So here are some facts about asylum seekers. 

Some asylum seekers who are living in the community may be able to access the Asylum 

Seeker Assistance Scheme (ASAS) or the Community Assistance Support Program (CAS). 

Both programs are funded by the Immigration Department and administered through the Red 

Cross. Most asylum seekers have a number of requirements to meet before being able to 

access an ASAS or CAS payment, such as having to have been waiting for a protection visa 

decision for at least six months. The maximum amount of an ASAS or CAS allowance is 

always set at 89% of the Centrelink NewStart benefit (which refugees and disadvantaged 

Australians receive.) 

Asylum seekers in community detention are able to receive a small weekly allowance to 

meet daily living expenses. Asylum seekers that are detained in offshore detention centres 

and immigration detention centres in Australia cannot access any Centrelink or other benefit. 

Some asylum seekers are eligible to access Medicare depending on their visa conditions.  

Those that are not eligible for a Medicare card have to use charitable or church 

organisations, for their health care needs. 

Once an asylum seeker has been approved for a protection visa they can begin to access the 

same Centrelink benefits Australian can.  

We hear about asylum seekers being granted their bridging visa, as though it is a single 

entity.  But here is another “world of mystery” There are five categories of this visa and 

generally no recipient can work, get government support or health cover whilst on this visa. 

 Bridging visa A (BVA subclass 010) is a temporary visa. It allows you to stay in 

Australia after your current substantive visa ceases and while your substantive visa 

application is being processed. It does not allow you to return to Australia if you 

leave. 

 Bridging visa B (BVB subclass 020) is a temporary visa. It allows you to leave and 

return to Australia while your application for a substantive visa is being processed. 

Provided you return to Australia within the specified travel period, a BVB will then 

allow you to stay in Australia while your substantive visa application is being 

processed. You can hold a substantive visa and a BVB at the same time. 



 
 

 Bridging visa C (BVC subclass 030) is a temporary visa. It allows you to stay in 

Australia while your application for a substantive visa is being processed. It does not 

allow you to return to Australia if you leave. 

 Bridging visa D (BVD subclass 040 and 041) is a temporary visa. If your substantive 

visa has ended, it lets you stay in Australia lawfully for a short time until you are 

able to make a substantive visa application, make arrangements to leave Australia or 

are granted a Bridging visa E (BVE). It does not let you work or re-enter Australia if 

you leave. 

 Bridging visa E (BE subclass 050 and 051) is a temporary visa. If your substantive 

visa has ended, it lets you stay in Australia lawfully while you make arrangements to 

leave, finalise your immigration matter or are waiting for an immigration decision. It 

does not let you re-enter Australia if you leave. 

The Status Resolution Support Services (SRSS) programme, which provides services to 

certain non-citizens while they cooperate with the government to resolve their immigration 

status. Services delivered in the SRSS programme depend on the individual circumstances 

of the person and could include: 

 financial assistance 

 housing, including residential and out-of-home care for unaccompanied minors  or 

accommodation assistance 

 access to health care 

 case worker support 

 case management support 

 access to ‘English as a Second Language’ lessons for all adults 

 access to schooling for school aged children. 

People eligible for support under the SRSS programme receive services under one of six 

SRSS bands, depending on: 

 the stage of visa processing 

 any barriers that could prevent status resolution 

 their personal circumstances and level of need or vulnerability.   

SRSS band 1 – unaccompanied minors in alternative places of detention. 

These recipients are unlawful non-citizen unaccompanied minors (under 18 years of age 

traveling without parents or adult relative) who are accommodated in alternative places of 

detention (low-security detention facilities for children and families). Additional care and 

support services include carer support, independent observer services and transit support. 

Health needs are managed by IHMS (International Health and Medical Services) 

SRSS bands 2 & 3 – community placement. 

These recipients are unlawful non-citizens in immigration detention being accommodated in 

a ‘community placement’. These recipients can move about freely in the community even 

though they are unlawful non-citizens. However, they have different rights and 

responsibilities to people living in the community on a visa.  Health needs are managed by 

IHMS 



 
 

SRSS band 2 provides assistance for unaccompanied minors. These recipients receive a high 

level of support. They live with a full-time carer in a group house arrangement and receive a 

small weekly allowance for personal items.  

SRSS band 3 provides assistance for families and adults with significant vulnerabilities 

including ongoing medical conditions requiring ongoing medical intervention. These 

recipients live in provided accommodation and receive a small fortnightly allowance to 

cover the basic costs of living in the community.  

SRSS band 4 – transitional support. 

These recipients are people who are released from immigration detention through the grant 

of a visa. The support helps recipients transition into the community by linking them with 

appropriate community support services including Medicare and Centrelink. Transitional 

support is only available on a short term basis. 

For those recipients who are granted a bridging visa, SRSS providers administer a range of 

services that support recipients to resolve their immigration status by addressing their health 

and wellbeing, vulnerabilities and barriers. This support is usually provided for a period of 

up to six weeks. Health needs are managed by Medicare. 

SRSS band 5 – community assistance support. 

These recipients are lawful non-citizens living in the Australian community with complex 

barriers to resolving their immigration status. They are assigned a departmental case 

manager and a SRSS case worker to help them resolve their immigration status. Health 

needs are managed by Medicare.  

SRSS band 6 – asylum seeker assistance scheme 

These recipients have been identified as experiencing financial hardship and are seeking a 

protection or humanitarian visa. Support, including casework assistance, is delivered by 

professionals employed by the SRSS service provider to help vulnerable asylum seekers live 

in the Australian community. 

 

THE SYRIAN STORY 

In 2016, the next phase of the Parish involvement with refugee settlement began, after 

Vincent Health took over Melbourne City Mission.  The Government approached the 

organisation, requesting that 60 small currently unused units be made available to settle up 

to 120 Syrian refugees. Vincent Health embraced the idea with open arms, and Catholic 

Care was appointed to run the program.  Local groups (including Our Lady Help of 

Christian Parish) “adopted” units taking responsibility for the furnishing of the refurbished 

units.  Settling the refugees has been a slow process, but our church units were occupied 

early, and so began our next relationship with our soon-to-be newest Australians.   

 

Marlis and I have been particularly blessed to have become close to Rima, a single woman 

with a great deal of drive and determination.  Once the CEO of two building construction 



 
 

companies, she comes with skills and knowledge.  Her greatest desire is to become a 

contributing citizen, to re-train for employment and to start to be financially self-sufficient. 

It is a happy Sunday when the three of us can stroll down to church together, and Rima will 

often come laden with freshly baked Syrian delicacies to share with the parishioners at 

morning tea. We are indeed blessed to have her in our community. 

 

 

SYRIAN – WORKING BEE 

The units had been beautifully refurbished by Vincent Health, and lovingly furnished by 

volunteer groups.  But the gardens lacked love.  Some volunteer coordinators organised a 

Saturday working bee to prune, sweep, removed dead shrubs and generally spruce up the 

area.  There was great excitement as volunteers and the newly arrived refugees worked side 

by side.  Lack of a shared language was no barrier, sign language and miming sufficing in 

most cases.  However one lovely Syrian lady and her husband, who excitedly agreed to help 

with pruning, cut a perfectly healthy Hebe down to the ground before anyone had a chance 

to explain what weeds were, and what acceptable plants were!  Philosophically we had to 

say, that this was judicious pruning at its best, and perhaps the plant would resurrect twice as 

large and twice as strong as it once had been.  The transformation was fabulous, and the hard 

efforts was rewarded by a shared morning tea, lots of hugs and laughs, and a sense of 

bonding that previously was in its infancy. 

 

 MASS in ARABIC 

 

When visiting Rima one day she told us she had been unable to do much of her English 

schoolwork because her priest at the Fairfield Coptic Catholic Church had asked her to 

translate the mass into Arabic.  We thought this sounded quite amazing, but didn’t really 

realise the relevance or scope of the challenge until we read the following article published 

by the Media Communications Office at Melbournecatholic.org.au.on  

“At St Ambrose’s historic church in Sydney Road Brunswick on Saturday evening, in what 

is to become a monthly event, Melbourne was treated to Mass in the Roman rite, celebrated 

entirely in Arabic. The celebrant for the Mass was Father Samir Haddad, who ministers to 

Melbourne’s Melkite Catholic community at St Joseph’s Church in Fairfield, with auxiliary 

bishop for the Northern region, Bishop Terry Curtin, attending, representing the Melbourne 

Archdiocese, whose Archbishop, Denis Hart, has given permission for this Arabic language 

Mass in the Latin rite to occur on a monthly basis…….. 

English speaking attendees were able to follow the spoken Arabic thanks to Rima Toma’s 

work on the overhead projector, which displayed the liturgy in both languages on the big 

screen. Father Haddad was quick to point out Melbourne’s burgeoning population of Arabic 

speaking migrants and, particularly, refugees, for whom he prays that the monthly Mass in 

Arabic will become a pivotal part of their spiritual lives. 

‘We are going to have this Arabic Mass on the first Saturday of the month from now on here 

at St Ambrose’s,’ said Fr Samir. ‘If you know anyone who speaks Arabic and who would 

like to come, please let them know. Spread the word! ‘Bishop Terry Curtin admitted to 

being deeply affected by the Mass and the community of believers in attendance. ‘That Mass 

clearly meant so much to the people who were there,’ said Bishop Terry. ‘One lady spoke to 

me afterwards in tears, crying in gratitude that the Mass reminded her so powerfully of Mass 



 
 

in the Latin rite which she had attended in her native Syria. It was very moving for 

everyone.’ 

Over refreshments after the Mass, Father Samir Haddad said, ‘we are specially praying for 

peace in the Middle East at these Masses. We are having one every first Saturday of the 

month from now on. Please come. Please tell your friends, and the friends of all the refugees 

and asylum seekers coming from the Middle East. It’s very important, for us, for the people 

of Syria and for our world. I’m very glad to Father Michael Casey here for letting us use his 

church.’ 

St Ambrose’s Church is at 287 Sydney Road, Brunswick, near the corner of Glenlyon 

Rd/Dawson St. The monthly Arabic Mass is set down for 6pm on each first Saturday. 

Father Samir added, ‘if you would like to make this Mass in your church, anywhere in 

Melbourne, please contact me. My number is 0402 771 777.’” 

 

UPDATE on our “EXTENDED FAMILY” 

 
Our first exposure to refugees was eight years ago, when we housed a family of seven Somalian 

refugees for a month (parents and five children.) Immediately after they moved to their rental 

property, we then housed their four relatives for three months (mother and three children.) 

After our Somalians left, we became involved in housing unaccompanied Afghani male minors, and 

over the past 5 years three “young men” have become part of our family.  They will forever be part 

of our lives. 

All these refugees have horror stories that have determined their fate, and brought them to 

Australia.  But horror is numbing and we shy away from experiencing it, either passively or actively.  

We prefer not to think of bad or sad things, so instead I am going to tell you “The Good News” 

stories. 

First, an update on the original Somalian family. 

 They have all become Australian citizens. 

 The eldest daughter trained as a dental assistant, is now married to a Somali man living in 

Kenya, and expecting her first child. 

 The second daughter trained as a Pharmacy assistant and is working part time in day care. 

 The third and fourth daughters finished Eltham High school in the last two years and are 

both studying nursing. 

 The son is a plumbing apprentice. 

The second Somalian family. 

 The mother still cares full time for the eldest disabled daughter, who leads a happy life and 

attends sessions at a sheltered care facility. 

 The son is a fully qualified, employed motor mechanic.  He sponsored his wife from 

Somalia.  They now have a baby son and a daughter who started kindergarten this year. 

 The daughter completed Eltham High School two years ago and is studying mid-wifery. 

Our Afghani boys. 



 
 

 One is married to an Afghani girl living in Pakistan.  He has Certificate 1V in Youth Work and 

currently works full time as a care worker in homes for children and teenagers who under 

the care of DHS. He remains with us in Eltham. 

 One completed Eltham High school and did a certificate in Hospitality.  However, he now 

has a full time permanent job as a forklift driver for Gyprock in Hallam.  

 One was a truck driver, but recently had to return to Pakistan to nurse his critically injured 

brother.  He works now in a ware house and is gainfully employed. 

Our Syrian “sister”. 

 Rima was invited to attend the Multicultural Council of Victoria Gala Dinner, which she 

accepted.  She sat with the Ambassador for South Korea and his wife, the Governor of 

Victoria, the minister of Multicultural Affairs and several other dignitaries.  Musical items 

from around the world beginning with Aboriginal.  Over 1000 people. 

 Invited to meet with the board members of Saint Vincent Health in Brisbane to discuss the 

Eltham project to ascertain the progress of the project and identify ongoing needs.  She has 

been selected as “an elder for the group” 

 

A PERSONAL PERSPECTIVE 

Most recently, in the last year when Catholic Care joined with Vincent Care to provide housing for 

displaced Syrian refugees, support groups sprang up in unexpected and wonderful places.  One of 

the most proactive groups is the neighbourhood “Welcome to Eltham” group, and an early initiative 

was to gather photos and words of welcome from the district, publishing them in a book that is 

presented to each family as they arrive.  In this book we contributed the following thoughts: 

To YOU, we say “Thank You” 

Thank you for welcoming us into your lives. 

You could have asked us not to bother you, 

because it is tiring making new friends, speaking 

another tongue, being polite! But you didn’t 

turn us away. You welcomed us. So thank you. 

 

Thank you for accepting us. 

You accepted us just the way we are; not judging 

us by the clothes we wear or the way we talk; not 

doubting us because of our Catholic faith. You 

showed openness and acceptance right from 

the start. So thank you. 

 

Thank you for helping us by allowing us to do some small things for you. 

You are giving us a feeling of fulfilment and 

purpose by allowing us to assist you sometimes. 

It is a wonderful gift to let people guide you, 

even when you know you are able to do the 

things on your own! So thank you. 

Thank you for your trust. 

 

Thank you for your friendship. 



 
 

By welcoming us into your new home, you have 

shown us trust and respect. Sharing your 

stories and lives takes courage and faith. 

It is an honour for us to be trusted in this way. 

So thank you. 

 

Thank you for welcoming us into your new lives in Eltham. 

Thank you for being here in Eltham. Thank 

you for opening your hearts and your doors 

to us. Our wish for you will always be that your 

homeland can become peaceful and safe and you 

will be able to see family there again someday. 

But while you are here, we feel privileged and 

special to be part of your journey. 

So thank you. 

 

LOCAL SCHOOLS 

 

Miranda Armstrong 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 


