
 PARISH BULLETIN 

Our Lady Help of Christians 
Member of the Diamond Valley Deanery 

 

 

Parish Information 
Parish:   4 Henry Street, Eltham 

House:   P.O. Box 310, Eltham 
Phone:   9439 9206    Fax: 9431 3755 

 
 

Liturgy Schedule 
Weekend Masses   
Saturday    6.00pm 
Sunday    9.00am, 11.00am 
 

Weekday Masses 
Tues - Fri   9.15am  
  
  
Reconciliation 

Saturday   9:30am 
 

Parish Team 
Parish Priest: Fr. Kevin Burke  
Parish Worker - Gina Ang 
(Tues, Wed & Thurs 9.00am - 3.30pm) 
Parish Secretary:  
Angela Vines - (Mon & Wed       
     9.00am-3.30pm) 
Vicki Jordan - (Fri 9.00am-3.30pm) 
 
email: olhc@alphalink.com.au 
web site: www.olhc.info 
 

 

School Team 
School Principal: Chris Ray 
School Secretary: Liz Cox 
R.E.C.: Marguerite Jones 
School:   1-13 Henry Street. Eltham  
Phone:   9439 7824                    
email: school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au        
Website:  olhceltham.catholic.edu.au  
 
Diamond Valley Deanery  
email: drcdvd@optusnet.com.au 
website: diamondvalleydeanery.org.au 

Sunday, 7 Sep 2014: Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Parish Vision Statement 

A loving parish,  

centred in Christ, 

that is welcoming,  

inclusive and connected, 

and relevant to the needs  

of our world. 

GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 

We praise you, 
we bless you, 

we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God,  

almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ,  
Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God,  
Son of the Father,  

you take away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us;  

you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer;  

you are seated at the right hand of the 

Father, 
have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the 

glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 

APOSTLES CREED 

We believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 
on the third day he rose from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the 
Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,   

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and life everlasting. Amen. 

Today’s Readings   
First Reading Ez 33:7-9 Ezekiel is to be the 
watchman for Israel. 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 94:1-2.6-9. R. v.8 
Second Reading Rom 13:8-10 Love your 
neighbour.  
Gospel Acclamation 2 Cor 5:19 
Gospel Mt 18:15-20 Find ways to win others 
over; prayer shall be answered 
 
  

Next Week’s Readings 
First Reading Nm 21:4-9 The Israelites are 
delivered from the fiery serpents. 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 77:1-2. 34-38. R. v.7 
Second Reading Phil 2:6-11 Paul acknowledg-
es Jesus as Lord. 
Gospel Jn 3:13-17 The Son of Man must be 
lifted up to gain eternal life. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
O that today you would listen 
to his voice! 

Harden not your hearts. 
 

GOSPEL  ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
God was in Christ, to  
reconcile the world to  
himself; and the Good News 
of reconciliation he has  
entrusted to us.  
Alleluia!  
 

 
 

 
“The Church is herself  
a missionary disciple;  

she needs to grow in her  
interpretation of the revealed word  
and in her understanding of truth.” 

 
Para 40 Evangelii Gaudium, Pope Francis,  

 
 

 

PRAYERS PLEASE 

We pray for those who have 
died recently and those 

whose anniversaries occur at 
this time. We also remember 

those who are sick and in need of care.  
 

Anniversaries: 
Fr Colin Kenway OFM 

Connie Mirabella OFS 

Sr Mercedes   

FR Giami Bini OFM  
Ada Beech (Yvonne Iliffe’s mother) 

 
Sick: 

Joe Morgan 

Marie Maugeret 
 



 

CALLING ALL WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER COUPLES, 
PRIESTS & RELIGIOUS:  1974-2014 - 40 YEARS OF M.E. IN 

AUSTRALIA  
Join us on Sun, 14 Sep for a full day of activity (9.15 am-5 

pm). 9.30am Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral followed by 
presentations on the theme: Our M.E. Journey – Faith, 
Hope and Love. Following 9:30 Mass, join us in the  

Cathedral Room of the Cardinal Knox Centre, 383 Albert 
Rd. East Melbourne. BYO food/soft drinks for a shared  

community lunch.  
Information and RSVP (required for venue arrangements) 

contact Maria & Andre mob: 0411 225 992 / 0411 225 992. 

See the Marriage Week website for great ideas: 
http://marriageweek.org.au/ 

 
 

PERSPECTIVES 

On the gathering area table: 
Pope Francis’ Top Ten Secrets to Happiness 

“Fatally Flawed”: very personal reflection by Baroness 
Campbell, a former Commissioner on the British  

Disability Rights Commission and a patron of a think 
tank “Living and Dying Well”. She speaks to the U.K. 

Euthanasia Bill. 

There is an extra page headed ‘The Status Quo’  
attached to the article telling the fascinating story of 

how two Muslim families open and close the Holy  
Sepulchre Church every day since the 7th Century. 

Extra copies on migrants & refugees: 

“Towards a Better World” - excellent article by  
Bishop Vincent Long Van Nguyen, himself an asylum 

seeker. 
Towards a Better Way - very interesting leaflet full of 

information and insights - a must read. 
 

 
DO YOU KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT ART? 
If you have any expertise in  how to best present an art collection 
for sale (proceeds going to Deanery Parishes)  please contact  
Susan Kempen at drcdvd@optusnet.com.au 

 
 

COLLECTION: PRIESTS’ RETIREMENT FOUNDATION 
The Priests’ Retirement Foundation collection supports the 

87 retired diocesan priests in Melbourne. The appeal makes 
up nearly 20% of the $3 million annual cost. In the past 

year 6 retired priests have died and 3 more priests have 
retired.  

  Priests are not employees of the Archbishop so they are 

not eligible for superannuation. Like everyone else in “the 

workplace”, priests provide for their retirement  - by  
contributing 12.5% of the weekly presbytery collection to 

the Foundation. 
 

CULTURED CAFÉ WITH LEAH DARROW (USA) 

Leah is a full-time apologist and speaker for Catholic  
Answers and a former contestant on the US series 

‘America’s next top model’. Come and join us to hear some 
of her insights on issues such as the virtue of chastity, true 

beauty, negotiating the media and how we can evangelise 
our culture. Presented by the Archdiocesan Office for Youth 

When: Thursday 11 September, 7.30pm 

Where: Cardinal Knox Centre, Cnr Lansdowne St and Albert 
Street, East Melbourne 

Cost: $5 which includes a delicious dinner, drink & dessert. 
RSVP: (for catering purposes) aoy@cam.org.au/9287 5565 

Audience: Youth and young adults 

DIOCESAN VACANCIES 

Young Family Coordinator, The Parish of St. Anne and St. 
Bede - Kew East and Balwyn North 

Parish Secretary, St Peter's Parish - Clayton 
Youth Minister, St Christopher's Parish - Syndal 

Office Coordinator, RE Texts - East Melbourne 

Child Care Assistants, St Mary of the Assumption Out of 
School Hours Care - Keilor Downs 

Facilities Operations Assistant, Catholic Theological  
College - East Melbourne 

Special Projects Officer, Vocations Office - East Melb.   
  

If you have applied for the position of Special Projects  

Officer with Catholic Vocations please resend your 
application to vocations@cam.org.au because there was a 

problem with the advertised email address. 
Further details:  http://www.cam.org.au/Jobs.aspx 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE: THE WAY OF PEACE :  
ANZAC CENTENARY EDITION 1915 - 2015  

An online resource produced by the Columban Mission  
Institute's Centre for Peace, Ecology and Justice to enable 

Christian reflection and response during the time of the 
Anzac Centenary and beyond. As violence and warfare  

continue to plague so many parts of the world today, this 

resource provides stimulus for you to be creative and  
active in responding to the Christian call to be  

peacemakers in the footsteps of the non-violent Jesus. 
Launch date: 4 October: Feast of St Francis of Assisi 

The resource will be available after this date at: 

www.columban.org.au 
 

AN AFTERNOON OF REFLECTION AND CONTEMPLATION 
Based on the Dadirri message of Miriam-Rose Ungunmerr-

Baumanna, spirit filled Indigenous woman from Daly river. 

Led by Revd Libby Delbridge. 
Where: Gawa Trail, Yarra Glen Road, Watson’s Creek. 

Melways: p272,D4 
When: Saturday October 4th, 1.30 - 4.00pm 

Cost: $5.00 
Drawing materials, tea & coffee will be provided. Bring a 

folding chair if possible & wear comfortable shoes. You will 

have personal time to reflect, write, draw, walk. 
Followed by afternoon tea at the Watson’s Creek Cafe - at 

your own cost. 
Booking essential by: 26th September 2014 

Ring: Diana 94398565  or St. Margaret’s Parish Office: 

9439 9238 
 

MUSIC FOR MALAWI 
Come and support Elizabeth Nursery School, Zomba. 

Where: Diamond Creek Uniting Church, Wensley St,   
Diamond Creek 

When: 2 pm Sunday Sep 28 

Singers: Lesley Walton, Judith O’Shea, 
Darren Rosenfeld and Steven Touzel 

Piano solos from Ian Lowe’s favourite composers: Bach, 
Mozart, Chopin, Ravel and Gershwin 

and The RED SEA JAZZ – and afternoon tea! 

Donations of $10 or more, 100% in support of a small 
pre-school and Grade 1 and 2 in Zomba, Malawi. 

If unable to come but wiling to donate, contact Jan or Ian 
Lowe: 9435 5841/ jianlowe@bigpond.net.au 

Since 2010, at least $16,000 has been sent to support 
these children to get a good start in their education.  

 

http://www.columban.org.au


CATHOLICCARE AFRICAN DADS AND KIDS CAMP  

The next CatholicCare African dads and kids camp 2014 is 
to Lake Dewar, near Myrniong.  

The purpose of the camp is for fathers to enjoy a fantastic 
FREE weekend away with one of their children between the 

ages of 8 and 16. We want to celebrate the important role 

that Fathers have in raising healthy happy children. 
As well as fun outdoor activities, we discuss topics such as  

Intergenerational differences 
Understanding each other’s strengths and differences 

Parenting in Africa compared to Australia 
Respecting traditional cultures and a new way of life 

For an overview see : http://www.youtube.com/watch?

feature=player_embedded&v=v7DnYYHanIM 
 

For the 11.00am Mass, if a reader needs a replacement you can try 

Claire Walker and if a commentator needs a replacement you can try 

Neil Walker (9431 3448). 

 

GOSPEL REFLECTION: BOUNDARIES AND JURIES 
 There are some things I just could not do. One would 

be to watch my old school playing a football match against 
another school and barrack for that other team. My old 

schoolmates would make it pretty clear that they regarded 

this as an act of betrayal. If I persisted, they would shun 
me. 

 Why? Because even on such a minor scale of things 
they would be asserting the need for boundaries which 

help define a group, help to give its members a sense of 
identity, help to reinforce common values they can gather 

around. This is a very human thing to do, essential for  

personal identity and sanity. 
 It is the same for the Church. Our Lord acknowledged 

that the community he was establishing had to set bounda-
ries. Forces of disintegration cannot be allowed to create a 

situation where we are unsure of our identity gathering 

around core beliefs and practices as desired by Jesus 
Christ. But who is to decide who is within or who is outside 

those boundaries? 
 Sometimes, a local bishop can get it right in declaring 

who is within and who is beyond the boundaries. I have 
heard of several bishops in Italy and Sicily who have  

refused public Christian burial for those mafia leaders who 

have notoriously pursued a lifetime of corruption, drug  
trafficking and killing of their opponents. 

 But I equally recall my parents being summoned by the 
Archbishop when they decided to move my brother from 

the Catholic school to the state high school when the Cath-

olic school stopped teaching French. The bishop threatened 
to exclude my parents from the sacraments because they 

were bringing scandal upon the faithful by sending their 
Catholic boy to a state school. (My parents stood up to him 

and he backed down.) 

 What went wrong? I think it lay in the fact that one 
man exercised plenary power in deciding who was in and 

who was out. In today’s gospel, Our Lord teaches that a 
much more nuanced step by step process should be  

invoked. First, there is private conversation, then slightly 
extended to bring in two or three others, then the  

community of the church can make the final decision to 

treat the person as an outsider. 
 I am a great believer in the jury system. Now and again 

I have noted cases where the jury, in the face of  
overwhelming evidence, has refused to convict a person. I  

assume the jury decided that, despite what had occurred, 

the person did not deserve to be branded with a conviction 

and punished. A certain common sense prevailed. 
 I think St Matthew’s gospel is suggesting that some 

such church community jury should be convoked before a 
person is put beyond the pale and excommunicated. Where 

such a jury meets in prayerful discernment, then Our Lord 
promises to be with them to help guide their decision. 

Then they can be sure it will be ratified in heaven. 

 How might this work? Such a jury might find itself  
operating in the same way as some families have had to 

when confronted with the knowledge that their son or 
daughter has done something wrong. 

 This would require of the Church the same process in 

which such families often have to engage: pain, struggle, 
difficulties. Excluding from the family would be a rare and 

very extreme step to take. 
 There are boundaries, there is a proper sense of  

identity, there are core beliefs and practices which have to 
be affirmed. Where these are threatened there may be 

consequences but the severity of those consequences is a 

matter for judgment. 
 A matter opened up by Pope Francis is the way in which 

a divorced and remarried Catholic may relate to receiving 
Holy Communion, keeping in mind that that sacrament, 

‘The Eucharist, although it is the fullness of sacramental 

life, is not a prize for the perfect but a powerful medicine 
and nourishment for the weak.’ [Evangelium Gaudium, 47] 

These are matters for the church community which Our 
Lord Jesus Christ evidently trusts to undertake such a  

difficult and discerning task. 

 In turn, our confidence comes from Our Lord’s promise: 
‘Where two or three are gathered into my name, I am 

there with them.’ 
© Fr Michael Tate 

 

 
 

 

LIBRARY NEWS   
Book of Month: September 
 

Can We Save The Catholic Church?  

by Hans Kung 

Trish 

A Father’s Day Prayer 
 

I believe in God, the Father, 
 

I believe in my father, too. 
 

I believe God gives us fathers to help us  

learn about life, about all the gifts of the world,  

and about how to grow up,  

even if they can’t always be with us. 
 

I believe that Jesus came  

to do what his Father asked of him,  

to be a brother to all of us, and to teach us  

how to be good sons and daughters. 
 

I believe that the Holy Spirit is with us,  

helping us to love our fathers,  

to enable us to grow up with Christian values,  

with peace and understanding. 
 

I believe that the church is in all  

fathers and mothers and families,  

working together to help people love one another. 
 

I believe that in the life to come,  

we will all be together with our Heavenly Father. 

 

Amen 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=v7DnYYHanIM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=v7DnYYHanIM


PARISH SCHEDULE 
Baptisms 
On 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month at 12:15pm. 
6 weeks notice required. Baptism preparation held last Saturday 
of the month at 10:00am.  
On the 4th Sunday of each month Baptism candidates are 
welcomed during Mass. 
 

ST. Vincent  de Paul Piety Stall Open During W/end Masses - 

Donations for next week:  
Breakfast cereals, pasta, pasta sauces, tins of vegetables and 
soups, tea, coffee. 
 

Altar Society     
September 13/14 T. Daw 
September 20/21 G. Frediani 
 

Counters     
September 7   D. Scannell, N. Walker 
September 14  G. Scully, L. & N. Smith 
 

 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue  
September 7   Ryan Family 
September 14  Zavadil Family 
 

Caring Group Co-Ordinators 
Jayne Britton   9431 2667 
Barbara Bibby  9439 8594 
 

Sunday Morning Tea      
September 7     9.00am  T. & C. Taylor 
      11.00am  M. Gonella 
September 14    9.00am  T. & J. Joss   
      11.00am  S. Grounds   

 

 
 

All meetings in Gathering Area unless  otherwise specified  
 

Meditation: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 5.30pm;               
            Wednesday: 6.30pm -  All welcome 
Stations of the Cross: Friday: 8.45am   
Adoration: First Friday of the month 7-8pm 
 

 

 

September 2014 
Wed Sep 10   St Vincent de Paul 7.45pm 
Thurs Sep 11   Liturgy Committee 7.30pm 
Thurs Sep 18   ‘Churinga’ Healing Mass 8.00pm 
W/E Sep 27/28  Social Justice Sunday   

 
 

 
Feast Days this Week 

Mon Sep 8    The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Sat Sep 13   St John Chrysostom 

GOSPEL REFLECTION NO. 2 

 In any community, there are going to be differences and difficulties. Sometimes, these differences are minor and 
brought about by clashes in personality. Sometimes, though, they are brought about by someone acting against the 

interests of the group. 
 Jesus is setting out some of the rules for living in the Kingdom and knows enough about human nature to know that 

His own people are not going to be immune from this. 

 So, today, Matthew lays out some of Jesus’ teaching about relationships and what to do when things go wrong. It is 
straightforward wisdom - start by trying to work things out on your own - then invite people you can trust to listen and 

advise - and finally ask the community to make the final judgement. 
 Jesus then hands on to the other disciples the power to bind and to loose that He gave to Peter earlier in the  

Gospel. The community also has the gift to discern what is forgiven - and what still needs a further change of heart. 
 He closes with words that offer comfort and strength - where two or three meet in My name, I shall be there with 

them. This is not a random meeting of a few Christians coming together - but a gathering of people who have come 

together in a unity of heart and of purpose.  
 The Kingdom is to be a place of openness, trust and honesty where differences can be aired and forgiveness given 

and received. This is possible only because the single thing that underpins all the rest is love - a love which, at its best, 
resembles that of Jesus Himself - complete and unconditional.’ 

 

From a reflection on the Gospel by Catherine McElhinney and Kathryn Turner, Weekly Wellsprings. 
http://www.wellsprings.org.uk/weekly_wellsprings/year_a/sunday_23.htm 

LITURGY ROSTER 

 COMMENTATOR LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

September 6/7 - 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

6.00pm V. Jordan P. Stewart N. Gaspersz, K. Gaspersz, J. Gaspersz 

9.00am A. Stevens M. Donahoo S. Arneson, D. Donellan, M. Snipe, 2 volunteers 

11.00am Volunteer M. Stella M. Goss, J. Spataro, L. Dunell, 2 volunteers 

September 13/14 - Exultation of the Holy Cross 

6.00pm D. Scannell L.Furtado M. Hadley, J. Stuyfbergen, volunteer 

9.00am G. Scully M. Dopheide T. Scott, P. Rigg, M. Armstrong, 2 volunteers 

11.00am J. O’Dell P. Reardon M. Goss, S. Rawlinson, B. Toone, 2 volunteers 


