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Monty & Eltham 
The Catholic Parishes of 

St Francis Xavier & Our Lady Help of Christians 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ Year A 15 & 16 February 2020 

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people who are the traditional custodians of this land 
and pay respect to the elders past, present and emerging of the Kulin Nation. 

This parish has a commitment to ensuring the safety of children and vulnerable people in our community. 

For more information visit www.sfxmonty.org 

We support the recommendations of the Royal Commission into institutional abuse and pray for all the survivors. 

New Team Member - We Welcome Peter Williams 

During Advent I, and members of the Safeguarding Committee, spoke at all 
Masses about our strengthening approach to Child Safety.  So now it is well and 
truly time for me to introduce myself more formally as the newly appointed Child 

Safeguarding Officer, for both our parishes.  It is intended that the creation of the 
formal position of Child Safeguarding Officer will help us more effectively move 

forward in protecting the children and young people of our parishes. 

I have been an actively involved member of St Francis Xavier parish for over 40 
years.  Having recently retired from a career in Law Enforcement Administration 
and Conformity Assessment, I believe the skills and experience acquired over 
many years can be utilised to further develop our parishes approach to Child 
Safety.  Obviously, this new role will be heavily reliant on the support and 

direction of our vibrant and experienced Child Safeguarding Committee. 

The response to our request for all Volunteers to ensure they have a Working with Children Check, and to sign 
the Parish Code of Conduct, has been overwhelming.  It’s so exciting to see our compassionate and caring 
faith communities in action.  If you haven’t had a chance to apply for your Working with Children Check or 
sign the Parish Code of Conduct as yet, I encourage you to put it on your list of things to do, over the next 

month or so. 

These ongoing changes can challenge us all to move from our comfort zone to places that hopefully further 

open our spirit, our hearts and energise our Catholic faith. 

I am very happy to assist anyone one with any concerns around Child Safety.  I will be in the Parish Office on 
Wednesdays and some Thursdays, so feel very welcome to drop in for a chat or give me a call.  Alternately, I 

can be contacted via email at: montmorency.childsafety@cam.org.au. 

I look forward to our journey together in doing what we can, as both parish communities, in making our 

children and young people safe. Peter Williams 

A Christmas Wish - Thank you. 
On December 12th 2019, this little 12 year old refugee girl had a hip replacement which did not go well.  The surgery was 
repeated after 3 days.  In that operation, unfortunately her femur was cracked by the prosthesis.  Since then she has required 
a plaster cast to aid healing.  Her most recent scan reveals good bone repair and now begins the long journey of physio to 
strengthen her hip and test her feet in the hope she will learn to walk again… after 2 years!  
In the meantime, thanks to your generosity she has been able to begin Secondary School with her friends and is radiant!  She 
could not be a happier little girl despite still being in a wheelchair, despite major health challenges ahead - her dream to go 
to Secondary School is fulfilled! 
Thank you for your generosity of spirit, your contributions and warm wishes.  You have given hope and made a huge 
difference to this little one, and her Mother. 
Thank you again, Patsy Skipper 

REMINDER: Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School Fete 

NEXT SUNDAY, 23 Feb, 12-4pm 



 

2 

OUR PEOPLE & 
OUR CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priests 

Terry Kean - Pastor in Solidum 
 terry.kean@cam.org.au 

Michael Sierakowski - Moderator 

 michael.sierakowski@cam.org.au 

Barry Caldwell 

 

Parish Office 
 86 Mayona Road 

 9435 2178 

 Mon - Fri  9am-3pm 

 montmorency@cam.org.au 

Gina Ang 

 Pastoral Worker & Caring Group Co-Ord 

 gina.ang@cam.org.au 

Beth Krolikowski: Secretary 

 montmorency@cam.org.au 

Kate Kogler: Secretary & Bulletin 

 eltham@cam.org.au 

Peter Williams: Child Safety Officer 
 montmorency.childsafety@cam.org.au 

Website: www.sfxmonty.org 

  www.olhc.info 

Facebook: 
St Francis Xavier Parish Montmorency 

Monty & Eltham Newsletter & Facebook items: 
 eltham@cam.org.au 

 

Schools 

St Francis Xavier Primary School 

Principal:  Mr Philip Cachia:  9435 8474 

principal@sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 

www.sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 

 

Holy Trinity Primary School  

Principal:  Mr Vince Bumpstead:  9431 0888 

principal@htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au 

www.htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au 

 

Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School 

Principal:  Mr Chris Ray:  9439 7824 

school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 

www.olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 

PARISH  TEAMS & INFORMATION Let us pray for all those who have gone 

before us marked with the sign of faith ... 

Montmorency 
For the recently deceased; 
For those whose anniversaries are at this time: 

Eileen Hart, Denis Hollyoak, Sheila Lee, Aileen Moylan 

For those in need of healing, remembering especially: 
Baby Kylie, Sriyani Algama, Nikki Attwood, Justine Best, 

Kristina Brazaitis, Daniel Brewis, Jan Collins, 
Desmond Deehan, Renee Eastwood, Debbie Edgley, 

Marilyn Fairbank, Julian Forrester, 
Gennie Hannon, Samuel Hauser (Kyabram), Colleen Hussin, 

Jim Hussin, Tina Inserra, Adrian Jones, Patsy Leed, 
Pat Longton, Hasti Momeni,, Therese Moore, 

Patricia Mulholland, Montagna Mustica, Graham Neal, 
Geoffrey Nyssen, Mercy Ocson, Ron Pfeil, Susan Phelan, 

Andrew Pighin, Terry Said, Anthony Salvatore, 
Mary Salvatore, Maria Schroeders, Jeanette Steward, 

John Tobin, Aldo Viapiana, Remi Vulich, Sheryn Zurzolo 
 

Eltham 
For the recently deceased; 

For those whose anniversaries are at this time; 

Denis Hollyoak 

For those in need of healing, remembering especially: 
Baby Harriet Banks, Ak Callaghan, Jon D’Cruz, Ruth Decker, 

Fay Dobson, Baby Finley McPartlin, Simone Owen, Paul 

Rushbrook, Rosemary Scully 

To include an anniversary please contact Parish House 9435 2178 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday, 10:30am  Monty ~ Terry 

1/2 hr prior to any mass said by Michael 

Collections last weekend: 8 & 9 Feb 2020 

Community Thanksgiving Presbytery 

Eltham $351.00 $822.90 

Montmorency $1,202.00 $1,352.50 

Please note the above figures are monies banked & 
do not include visa/mastercard or direct debits. 

Thank you so much for your contributions. 
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PC2020 Discernment Phase Submissions 
Twenty-six members from the parishes of Our Lady Help of Christians, Eltham and St Francis Xavier, Montmorency participated in 
an Open Meeting on 11 November 2019 called to consider responses to the discernment phase of the PC2020 process.  The 
following submissions were noted from conversations in three groups at that Meeting and have been distilled and posted as four 

submissions to the 1000-character limit site at the Plenary Council website. 

1. Encouraged by the Spirit, we, some of the People of God, entreat the Council, self-limited as it is, to heed the call of the 

Australian Church for renewal. 
The Gospels resound with the call to a priestly ministry different from its present form.  We should welcome not only celibate 
men but all, to share in the Priesthood of Christ, thus increasing ministerial resources and welcoming the charism of many 

currently excluded, particularly women. 
Participation, respectful of the traditions of the past, would see involvement in every level of liturgy and governance for those 
People of God who seek it.  Wider scriptural education would ensure a mature understanding of the Word of God for all. 
Inclusion could see all welcomed, or welcomed back, to the Church and its Holiness.  Widespread celebration of the 3rd rite of 
Reconciliation and evangelisation of those who see the Church as irrelevant…the young…the poor…the marginalised…the 

lapsed, would see Christ’s presence extended. 
Synodality – walking together as the People of God would see conciliar responsibility for evangelisation, governance, 

sacramentality and prayer rightly the responsibility of all. 

2. Our parishioners discern that the PC 2020 processes to date discourage hope that the Council will advance our Church towards 

greater synodality. 
Specifically:  the rules and procedures for the Council itself minimise deliberative contributions from the laity and seem to 

ensure continuing male clerical and, indeed, episcopal control in Church governance. 
Therefore, we urge the PC 2020 organizers  
a) to open up procedures and agendas in the spirit of Pope Francis’ guidelines for the recent Amazon Synod. Regulations 

limiting synodality should be revised in the spirit of the description of the Church as the People of God in Lumen Gentium, 
and in the light of the proposals from the International Theological Commission’s “Sinodality in the life and mission of the 

Church”. 
b) to ensure that the Council fully consider the establishment of pastoral councils, with equal representation of men and women, 

to be required as part of normal Church governance at all levels of the Church. 

3. Dissatisfied with the themes and snapshot reports derived from the first round of PC 2020 consultations, our parishioners call on 

the Council to prioritize address to the most important issues they perceive confronting the Australian Church. These include: 
a) Unfinished business regarding sexual abuse – especially,  

· The need to adopt, publicise, and monitor codes of conduct to protect minors from sexual abuse by adults involved in all 
areas of Church mission. 

· The need for full and open consideration of aspects of Church life contributing to the scandal of sexual abuse - the rule of 

compulsory celibacy, the organization of clerical training in seminaries, inadequate mentoring for young clergy. 
b) The ever-increasing absence of the young from full par ticipation in the life of the Church. Without denying cultural 

and economic factors beyond Church control, we call on the Council to focus on Church educational and liturgical initiatives 

designed to involve the young and disaffected. 

4. Signs of how our Church might become more “joyful, hope-filled and servant” were discerned in our own and other parishes. 
Factors contributing to this vitality were perceived to include: 
· Encouragement by our priests for lay-leadership in all areas of parish life 
· The development of new lay-led areas of community service – e.g. care for the environment in the spirit of Laudato Sí, and 

participation in movements for justice for refugees.  
· The development of ties to Church communities in developing areas – 

e.g. the Philippines. 
Extrapolating from our experience, we urge the Council to consider 
· New models of Church leadership, to include especially lay women, 

based on pastoral success stories from our parishes. 
· New priorities in Church mission, to include welcome to, and 

involvement for those presently alienated from or at the margins of 
Church life, including – victims of, or those disgusted by sexual abuse; 
Aboriginal Australians; dropouts among alumni of Catholic education.  

Australia Day Honours 

We would like to congratulate Mike Said, from St Francis 
Xavier Parish, and Trish Taylor, for Our Lady Help of 
Christians Parish, on their amazing achievements and in 

receiving their awards on Australia Day this year. 
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One of our parish dads, Duncan and his son Dom, spent 
some time in Tanzania late last year visiting a school that 
their family have been supporting since 2004 – one of the 
most amazing schools / communities on the planet –  
The School of St Jude. 

The spirit of the school and the international community 
around it is inspiring and beautiful - come and experience 
it for yourself. 

Come and hear St Jude's Australian founder, 
Gemma Sisia talk about her journey and St Judes. 

Supper provided afterwards. 

Date: Monday 16 March 2020 at 7:00pm  

Venue: Our Lady Help of Christians Church, Eltham 
 2 Henry St, Eltham, Vic 3095 

***Please use the trybooking link to book 
we have limited space.*** 

www.trybooking.com/BIDFM 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On the lower shelf of the Children’s Book Library, a space 
has been made for you to bring in your books and swap 
them with books for you to read and return at your leisure.  
Plenty of wanted and unwanted books. 

There will be no sign in or sign out sheets required, simply 
a love of books and reading.  This is an initiative of the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry for all to enjoy at Eltham as well as 
Montmorency. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

Eltham News & Events 

We are looking for plaques 

which have been in the foyer 

of the church.  Would any 

long-standing parishioners 

know where they might be? 

Please contact Elizabeth 

Warrillow or the Parish 

Office.  Thank you. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 

ANY ITALIAN 

TRAVELLERS? 

 
 
 
 

In September 2019 , a small Italian travel idea began.  A 
group of six Victorians travelled around “off the beaten 
track” places in the Emilia Romagna region, near Modena 
and Bologna. 
This small group tour will take place again in September 
2020.  The tour leader, Bruno Ciancio, was born in 
Echuca but has resided in Italy for thirty years working in 
nursing and management.  His interests in art, food , 
history and culture have led him to show places in the 
north of Italy to visitors over many years on a casual basis 
but now he has formalised his small tour group 
experience.  He finds that a small group travelling in a 
Mercedes min-bus allows great flexibility and the creation 
of a new friendship group.  His son is a chef and provides 
the welcome meal on the first evening.  The tour costs 
about $7,500 for ten days touring including 
accommodation in a local farm stay [agriturismo], meals, 
daily tours and air fares from Melbourne.  His assistant 
tour guide for 2019 will be Montmorency parishioner, 
Frances Toscano.  An information session will be held at 
Frances’ home on Tuesday, 17 March at 10:30am.  Green 
nibbles will be provided to those of Irish ancestry!!! 

Any enquiries or questions can be directed to: 
bruno.ciancio17@gmail.com or ftoscano@netspace.net.au 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

'Spirituality of Human Life Stages', 'Discernment', 
'The Human Experience of God' and other seminars 
and reflection days are soon to begin at Heart of Life 
Centre for Spiritual & Pastoral Formation at its new 
premises in Malvern. For more information and bookings, 
visit www.heartoflife.melbourne or email 
info@heartoflife.melbourne or tel 9890 1101. 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Book Launch: 
Dear Mother Dear Father 

by Bernadette Wallis 
at Catholic Theological College 
on Thursday, 5th March, 5-6pm. 

Montmorency News & Events 

 

 

Trying for a baby?      Having trouble conceiving?  

There is a real alternative to IVF – Billings LIFE 

Ring for a friendly chat on 1800 335 860 or 03 9802 
2022   Website: www.billings.life 

If you have been trying to have a baby without success, our 
tutors can provide essential information, which will give 
you the best chance to achieve your pregnancy naturally. 
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St Vincent de Paul –Bushfire Appeal  
Thank You and Tax Receipts 

The Montmorency conference of St Vincent de Paul (SVdP) 
wish to thank all parishioners for their FANTASTIC generosity 
to this special appeal held on Australia Day.  SFX parishioners 
donated $9,757.60 to this appeal.  Absolutely phenomenal.  
These moneys have now been paid into a special bank account 
opened by SVdP for all contribution from parishes across 
Victoria.  This will assist in transparency, accountability & the 
audit process.  Tax receipts for all credit card and cheque 
donations were posted last Friday.  Please contact Mike on 0417 
221 245 if you have not received your tax receipt for your 
donation. 
The president of SVdP in Victoria, Mr Kevin McMahon, wishes 
to address some of the concerns raised in the media these past 
weeks: 
· We will spend all donated money specifically on the 

bushfire needs, 
· We will NOT spend a cent on any admin fees, and 
· We will do our role as second responders as we have access 

to the isolated communities. 

Along with the first responders to the crisis (Red Cross and 
Salvos) we have already been active in the emergency 
evacuation centre at Bairnsdale distributing petrol vouchers, 
food vouchers, swags, emergency generators for those likely to 
be without power for some months etc.  Our primary aim in all 
this will be to assist, in the first instance, those most in need, 
and as we can, everyone affected by the fires. 
So, in the recovery phase, how will our money be spent?  This 
is not an exhaustive list but some examples:   
· Income support for those without businesses or farms re-

established, 
· Counselling support if not available through other agencies, 
· Stock replacement, 
· White goods, vehicles, 
· Generators for temporary use until power is reconnected, 
· Emergency supplies of water for household and stock use, 

tank cleaning or replacement.  

Once we are in the communities, we will find out better THEIR 
needs, and we have great freedom to tailor our response to what 

THEY want. 

Parishioners are reminded that assistance is always promptly 

available to the community by contacting 1300 305 330 

between 10am and 3pm weekday.  
Collection of quality household goods/furniture can be 

arranged by calling 1800 621 349.  
Donations of clothes and other goods are always welcome at 

the Vinnie’s shop (in Sherbourne Road near Purdy’s 

furniture store). 
 
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

A Charismatic Mass will be celebrated on Thu, 20th Feb at St 
Thomas the Apostle, 251 Diamond Creek Road, North 
Greensborough.  Please note Mass will be celebrated in the 
Parish House, commencing at 8:00pm, following praise and 
worship 
at 7:30pm.  Prayer Ministry and supper 
will be available afterwards. 

For further details, please contact 
Rose (0411 650 339) or Emilia (0418 120 902). 

Combined Parish News & Events 

OLHC & SFX Healing Mass & Lunch 

The first Healing Mass and Caring Group 
Lunch for 2020 is coming up on 
Wednesday, 4th March. 

Mass starts at 11:30am followed by lunch 
in the Parish Hall at Our Lady Help of 
Christians, Eltham. 

All are welcome, please come make a 
friend or be a friend to someone. 

If you know of a neighbour, a friend, who might benefit 
from the lunch and company, please bring them along. 

Please put your names down on the sign-up sheet in the 
Gathering Area to help us with catering. 

RSVP: Sunday, 1st March. 

We look forward to seeing you! 

**If you wish to volunteer and be part of the Caring 
Group, helping in preparation, transport, etc, please 
contact Gina, gina.ang@cam.org.au or 9435 2178. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Sacraments for non Catholic school children 

We, the parishes of Our Lady Help of Chris�ans & St 

Francis Xavier, are star�ng sacrament sessions for First 

Holy Communion, Reconcilia�on and Confirma�on. 

If you, or someone you know, have a child or children in 

Grade 4 and above who may be interested, please fill in 

the form and return to our Parish Office before the due 

date.  For further informa�on, please contact Gina Ang 

on 9435 2178 or gina.ang@cam.org.au 

Enrolment forms for sacraments are on the table in the 

gathering area. 

 

Bap�sm prepara�on for children 5 and above 

We are star�ng Bap�sm Prepara�on for children 5 and 

above from Thursday, 27th February @ 4.15 pm. It will 

be a 5 week session, preparing for bap�sm at Easter or 

later. 

If you are interested, please contact Gina Ang, 9435 2178 

or gina.ang@cam.org.au 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Eltham 

Saturday 15 February - 6:00pm 

Commentator Jennie O’Dell 

Lector Elisabeth Edwards 

Eucharistic Ministers May Foong 

 Vicki Jordan 

 John Stuyfbergen 

Sacristan Carmel Saltalamacchia 

Sunday 16 February - 9:30am 

Commentator Anne Stevens 

Lector Claire Walker 

Eucharistic Ministers Miranda Armstrong 

 Marlis Dopheide 

 Linda Dunell 

 Peter Rigg 

 Trish Taylor 

Sacristan Denise Donnellan 

Altar Society Gabriella Frediani 

Morning Tea Audry John 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue Scannell Family 

Counters 
Maurice Brosnan, 
Peta Garriga, Colin Leahy 

 

Saturday 22 February - 6:00pm 

Commentator David Scannell 

Lector Kathleen Nolan 

Eucharistic Ministers David Scannell 

 Maureen Scannell 

 Beverley Gillard 

Sacristan Marianne Hadley 

Sunday 23 February - 9:30am 

Commentator Linda Dunell 

Lector Terry Fanning 

Eucharistic Ministers Hugh Azzopardi 

 Paul Crowle 

 Anne Stevens 

 John Stevens 

 Frans Zylstra 

Sacristan Kathy Reardon 

Altar Society 
Kathy Reardon 
Helen Scully 

Morning Tea Trish & John Joss 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue Stewart Family 

Counters John Joss & Terry Johnson 

Montmorency  22 & 23 February 

Bumpstead, Vince E8:30 

Cassar, Joseph E8:30 

Ciavola, Kerry E8:30 

Cotter, Anne E8:30 

Davidson, John E8:30 

Evans, Gail E8:30 

Fraser, Bob E8:30 

Gayfer, Glenys E10:30 

Hayes, Greg E6:00 

Henry, Gayle BPTZ 

Kozak, Jan E10:30 

Kuppe, Andy E6:00 

Love, Philip E10:30 

McKinley, Michael W8:30 

McKinna, Jane PRYR 

Meredith, Jeanette E6:00 

O'Dowd, Mark E10:30 

Percy, Julie E6:00 

Percy, Julie W6:00 

Price, Aaron E6:00 

Roy, Rob E10:30 

Roy, Yvonne E10:30 

Shirbin, Michael W10:30 

Shirbin, Michael CNTR 

Shirbin, Olesia E10:30 

Skipper, Patsy BPTZ 

Smith, Patricia E6:00 

Solic, Ana W10:30 

Stanton, M W6:00 

Sullivan, Frances W8:30 

Sullivan, Michael CLNR 

Turner, Jenny W10:30 

Vincent, Donna E6:00 

Watson, Denis CLNR 

Watson, Denis CNTR 

Eltham & Monty Rosters 
If you need to make changes, please arrange a swap.  Thank you. 

Sacred Heart Mission 
Meals Program 

16th Feb Jo Creed & Friends 
 
23rd Feb Nicholas Bowman & Family 
 
1 Mar Jim Enright, Karen Enright 

Peter Rubira, John Keating, Cathy Keating 
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Social Justice News 
Important Informa�on 

This summer’s dramac weather events and 

bushfires are highlighng the absolutely crical need 

for all individuals, businesses and levels of 

government to take urgent acon to reduce carbon 

emissions.  

All are invited to aend a presenta�on on  

WAYS TO REDUCE CARBON EMISSIONS  

A. Ralf Thesing, formerly President of the 

Alterna�ve Technology Associa�on and currently 

on the boards of Environment Victoria and the 

Macedon Ranges Sustainability Group, will speak 

on RESIDENTIAL SOLAR PANELS and on types of 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES.  

B. Bryce Gaton, from the Australian Electric Vehicles 

Associa�on, will advise on NEW & SECONHAND 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES: Evalua�ng op�ons  

C. Environmental ac�vist, Alan Cuthbertson, will 

speak briefly on FIVE FURTHER WAYS TO REDUCE 

EMISSIONS IN THE HOME.  

A PANEL/DISCUSSION SESSION WILL CONSIDER 

QUESTIONS AND ACTIONS.  

TUESDAY 25th FEBRUARY 2020, 7.30 – 9.30pm  

St Francis Xavier’s Catholic Parish hall, 

86 Mayona Rd, Montmorency.  

ALL WELCOME - FREE ENTRY 

Enquiries: Gloria Lappin: 

6lappin@gmail.com  
(Presented by: 

St Francis Xavier’s Social Jus�ce Group) 

Monty & Eltham Calendar of Events 
Saturday 15th 

6:00pm Mass Eltham 

6:00pm Mass & Baptism Welcome Montmorency 

Sunday 16th 

8:30am Mass & Baptism Welcome Montmorency 

9:30am Mass Eltham 

10:30am Mass & Children’s Liturgy Montmorency 

Tuesday 18th 

9:15am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

 (Trish) Eltham 

9:30am Mass Montmorency 

9:45am Craft Group Montmorency 

11:00am Prayer Shawl Eltham 

Wednesday 19th 

9:15am Mass Eltham 

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Montmorency 

1:00pm Small Church Community Meeting Montmorency 

8:00pm Baptism Preparation Meeting Montmorency 

Thursday 20th 

9:15am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

 (Barbara) Eltham 

9:30am Mass Montmorency 

Friday 21st 

9:15am Mass Eltham 

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Montmorency 

7:30pm SFX & HT Prep Parent Parish Welcome Night 

  Holy Trinity 

Saturday 22nd 

6:00pm Mass Eltham 

6:00pm Mass Montmorency 

Sunday 23rd 

8:30am Mass Montmorency 

9:30am Mass Eltham 

10:30am Mass & Baptism Welcomes 

  Montmorency 

12:00pm Baptisms Montmorency 

Tuesday 25th 

9:15am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

 (Marlis) Eltham 

9:30am Mass Montmorency 

7:30pm Climate Emergency Presentation Montmorency 

Wednesday 26th—Ash Wednesday 

9:15am Mass Eltham 

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Montmorency 

12:00pm SFX School Ash Wednesday Liturgy Montmorency 

1:30pm Child Safety Meeting Montmorency 

7:30pm Mass Montmorency 

Thursday 27th 

9:15am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

 (Elisabeth) Eltham 

9:30am Mass Montmorency 

7:30pm Prayer Shawl Eltham 

Friday 28th 

9:15am Mass Eltham 

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Montmorency 

Saturday 29th 

6:00pm Mass Eltham 

6:00pm Mass & Birthday Blessings Montmorency 

March 

General News & Events 

Australian Catholics Media Internship 

Are you aware of any Year 10 or 11 students interested in a 

career in media or publishing? Here’s an opportunity for 

them to be a guest editor or correspondent in our Media 

Internship Program. 

The Australian Catholics Media Internship Program offers 
students the opportunity to spend a week learning from 
professionals in the media and publishing fields, while planning 

and writing articles for the Spring edition of the magazine. 

Students based in Melbourne have the opportunity to join our 
editorial team in our offices, while those from regional Victoria 
and interstate can join us remotely via phone or 

videoconferencing. 

The program will run from 11 - 15 May, 2020. The deadline for 

applications is 13 March. 

Download the flyer for Melbourne 

students. 

Download the flyer for interstate 

and regional Victorian students. 

Click here for more details.  
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Gospel: Mt 5:17-37 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not imagine that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets.  I have come to abolish 
the Law or the Prophets.  I have come not to abolish them but to complete them.  I tell you solemnly, till heaven and 
earth disappear, not one dot, one little stroke, shall disappear from the Law until its purpose is achieved.  Therefore, the 
man who infringes even one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be considered 
the least in the kingdom of heaven;  but the man who keeps them and teaches them will be considered great in the 
kingdom of heaven. 

‘For I tell you, if your virtue goes no deeper than that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never get into the kingdom of 
heaven. 

‘You have learnt how it was said to our ancestors:  You must not kill;  and if anyone does kill he must answer for it before 
the court.  But I say this to you:  anyone who is angry with his brother will answer for it before the court;  if a man calls 
his brother “Fool” he will answer for it before the Sanhedrin;  and if a man calls him “Renegade” he will answer for it in 
hell fire.  So then, if you are bringing your offering to the altar and there remember that your brother has something 
against you, leave your offering there before the altar, go and be reconciled with your brother first, and then come back 
and present your offering.  Come to terms with your opponent in good time while you are still on the way to the court 
with him, or he may hand you over to the judge and the judge to the officer, and you will be thrown into prison.  I tell you 
solemnly, you will not get out till you have paid the last penny. 

‘You have learnt how it was said:  You must not commit adultery.  But I say this to you:  if a man looks at a woman 
lustfully, he has already committed adultery with her in his heart.  If your right eye should cause you to sin, tear it out 
and throw it away;  for it will do you less harm to lose one part of you than to have your whole body thrown into hell.  
And if your right hand should cause you to sin, cut it off and throw it away;  for it will do you less harm to lose one part of 
you than to have your whole body thrown into hell.  And if your right hand should cause you to sin, cut it off and throw it 
away;  for it will do you less harm to lose one part of you than to have your whole body go to hell. 

‘It has also been said:  Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a writ of dismissal.  But I say this to you:  everyone 
who divorces his wife, except for the case of fornication, makes her an adulteress;  and anyone who marries a divorced 
woman commits adultery. 

‘Again, you have learnt how it was said to our ancestors:  You must not break your oath, but must fulfil your oaths to the 
Lord.  But I say this to you:  do not swear at all, either by heaven, since that is God’s throne;  or by the earth, since that is 
his footstool;  or by Jerusalem, since that is the city of the great king.  Do not swear by your own head either, since you 
cannot turn a single hair white or black.  All you need say is “Yes” if you mean yes, “No” if you mean no;  anything more 
than this comes from the evil one.’ 

Reflection 

The gospel text for today has a longer and a shorter form.  In the longer form (5:17-37) Matthew has Jesus begin by 
speaking about his commitment to fulfil, not abolish, the law and the prophets.  This is followed by four examples which 
contrast the requirements of the Law and Jesus’ more exacting demands (we hear the remaining two next Sunday). 

The shorter form abbreviates this rather lengthy text to an introductory verse - “if your virtue goes no deeper than that of 
the scribes and Pharisees…” - and a shortened form of three of the antitheses between Jewish tradition and his 
authoritative teaching. 

Writing for a more Jewish audience, Matthew is at pains to stress the continuity between Jesus and the Mosaic tradition.  
There is sharp contrast, to be sure, but not a rupture.  Christian readers must avoid the temptation to interpret this text 
simplistically as a disparagement of Jewish religious practice. 

Whichever of the two forms is chosen, listeners will be under no illusion about the radical demands Jesus makes.  
Essentially he is calling his disciples to make real in their own lives the complete integrity by which he himself lives.  
Everything they do or say should arise from and harmonise with their inmost thoughts and feelings.  The gospel as a 

Baptism Welcomes 
This weekend we welcome to our Montmorency Parish Community 

on Sat at 6:00pm Mass: 
Andre Mattiuzzo, son of Corinne & Stephen 

on Sun at 8:30am Mass: 
Abigail Chown, daughter of Jason & Clare 

We pray for Andre & Abigail, their parents & Godparents.  May God keep them always in His love. 


