
 PARISH BULLETIN 

Our Lady Help of Christians 
 

Member of the Diamond Valley Deanery 

 

Parish Information 

Parish:   4 Henry Street, Eltham 

House:   P.O. Box 310, Eltham 

Phone:   9439 9206    Fax: 9431 3755 

Liturgy Schedule 

Weekend Masses   

Saturday  6:00pm 

Sunday   9:00am, 11:00am 

Weekday Masses   

Tues - Fri  9:15am  

Reconciliation 

Saturday 9:30am 
 

Parish Team 

Parish Priest: Fr. Kevin Burke  

Parish Worker - Gina Ang 

(Tues & Wed 9:00am-3:30pm) 
Parish Secretary:  

Angela Vines - (Mon/Wed 9am-3:30pm) 
Vicki Jordan - (Fri 9am-3:30pm) 
 

email: olhc@alphalink.com.au 

web site: www.olhc.info 
 

School Team 

School Principal: Chris Ray 

School Secretary: Liz Cox 

R.E.C.: Marguerite Jones 

School:   1-13 Henry Street. Eltham  

Phone:   9439 7824                    

email: school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au        

Website:  olhceltham.catholic.edu.au  
 

Diamond Valley Deanery  

email: drcdvd@optusnet.com.au 

website: diamondvalleydeanery.org.au 

 Sunday, 17 Mar 2013: fifth Sunday of Lent - Year C 

Parish Vision Statement 

A loving parish,  

centred in Christ, 

that is welcoming,  

inclusive and connected, 

and relevant to the needs  

of our world. 

Today’s Readings 
First Reading Is 43:16-21 God has done and 
will continue to do great things. 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 125. R. v.3 
Second Reading Phil 3:8-14 Paul forfeits all 
for Christ. 
Gospel Acclamation Jl 2:12-13 
Gospel Jn 8:1-11  The Pharisees confront 
Jesus with an adulteress. 
 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

First Reading Is 50:4-7 Despite rejection, 
Isaiah does not abandon his call. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-
24. R. v.2 

Second Reading Phil 2:6-11 Jesus made 
himself lowly and was exalted. 

Gospel Acclamation Phil 2:8-9 
Gospel Lk 22:14 – 23:56 The Passion. Lk 

23:1-49 The Passion - Shorter Form 

OPENING PRAYER 

With your help, we ask you Father to empower us with the same Life-giving Love 

with which your son Jesus gave up his life for the world. 

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!  

With all your heart turn to me,  

for I am tender and compassionate.  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!  
 

PRAYER AFTER  COMMUNION 

Almighty God, we pray that we may always live as brothers and sisters of Christ, in 

whose Body and Blood we have communion. 

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. 

HOLY WEEK CEREMONIES 
 
Palm Sunday March 23rd (Saturday) 6:00pm;  
 March 24th (Sunday) 9:00am and 11:00am 

 
Penitential Service March 26th    7:30pm (Tuesday)  
Holy Thursday   March 28th    7:30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

Good Friday   March 29th  11:00am Stations of the Cross; 
         3:00pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 

 
EASTER CEREMONIES 

Easter Saturday  March 30th 7:30pm Vigil Mass 

Easter Sunday  March 31st       9:00am & 11:00am Masses 

Reflection   
 

The quality of mercy is not strain’d;  
it droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven  
upon the place beneath. 
It is twice blest; it blesseth him that gives and him that takes. 
’Tis mightiest in the mighty;  
it becomes the throned monarch better than his crown. 
It is enshrined in the hearts of kings. 
It is an attribute of God himself.        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                             William Shakespeare 



THE CELEBRATION 
OF THE EASTER TRIDUUM 
2013 
 
Lent - the annual time of renewal 
for the faith community – is drawing 
to an end. On the Fifth Sunday of 
Lent we are warned that time is run-
ning out. ‘See, the day is coming’.  
 
Soon it will be PALM SUNDAY (24th 
March). At the 11 am Mass, we will 
gather for a reading, after which we 
will process into the Church with 
olive branches, to commemorate the 
Lord’s triumphal entry to Jerusalem. 
But the gospel reading of the Pas-
sion of Christ will soon quieten our 
mood. 
 
‘Now, the hour has come.’ 
 
How have we spent these last few 
weeks? Are we ready for what lies 
ahead? Are we ready to fully, active-
ly, consciously participate in this 
journey? Have we prepared our-
selves? Do we plan to attend the 
Easter services? Have we volun-
teered to help?  
 
On Tuesday 26th March, we will 
hold a penitential service at 7.30 
pm. A time to reflect on our lives, 
and especially the last few weeks, 
as we move to the three days that 
are the centre of our Church's year 
– the Easter Triduum - a three day 
celebration of the Life, Death and 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ON HOLY THURSDAY (28th March) 
we gather at 7.30 pm to celebrate 
the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Sup-
per. The mass will include the mov-
ing ritual of the humble washing of 
the feet of parishioners by our 
priest and in the spirit of service 
and good works, we are encouraged 
to return our Project Compassion 
boxes to be offered and blessed at 
this mass. With the consecrated 
hosts removed and the altar 
stripped, we will leave the Church in 
stillness and silence, to watch and 
pray. 
 
ON GOOD FRIDAY (29th March) we 
continue to watch and pray with the 
Lord. We will pray the Stations of 
the Cross at 11 am, and at 3 pm, we 
will venerate the holy wood of the 
cross.  We will listen again to the 
Passion of Christ and take commun-
ion, as we keep watch, in stillness 
and silence.  
***************************** 
This is the Passover of the Lord. It is 
our Passover into new life. 
**************************** 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE EASTER VIGIL (30th March) will 
start at 7.30 pm when we gather in 
silence for the blessing of the fire 
and the procession of the Paschal 
candle. We’ll proclaim the story of 
salvation – from the roll-call of crea-
tion and the testing of Abraham to 
the liberation of Israel from Egypt. 
The Prophets will expound on the 
fidelity of Israel’s God and the gift of 
God’s own spirit. 
 
And then, the Resurrection! 
 
There are no baptisms this year, but 
to mark this night of nights, we will 
renew our own baptism vows. 
 
Parishioners are invited to bring 
some food and drink to share after 
the Vigil. 
 
Sunday Mass times on 31st March 
will be as usual, at 9 am and 11 am. 
 
Please set these Three Days aside, 
to gather together, to keep watch, 
and to hear some of the Church's 
most beautiful prayers and scrip-
tures. 
 
This is THE time for renewal, for 
rebirth, for new life, and for wel-
coming people to the community of 
OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS 
PARISH, ELTHAM. 
 

OUR LENTEN JOURNEY – FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT - IF YOU LIVE IN A GLASS HOUSE DON’T THROW STONES! 

Pointing the finger at others has always been a comfortable way of shifting the blame from ourselves. We are shocked at 
injustices that take place in faraway places. We point to corruption and excesses in foreign countries and piously thank God 

that we are not like that, ignoring tyranny in their own workplace or family, or our own runaway materialism.  
 

Today's Gospel confronts our willingness to judge others by our own standards and to condemn them as inferior. This story 

urges us to examine their own lives and ask how we can be better people. 

CARITAS AUSTRALIA 

Please donate to Project Compassion to allow Caritas Australia to continue development work reflective of the life of  
Jesus Christ, and shaped by the tradition of Catholic Social Teaching. Please return Project Compassion boxes and 

envelopes at the beginning of Holy Week. 

For next weekend’s PALM SUNDAY MASSES, you are invited to bring your 

own palm branches. Some will be provided. If you can get some big palm 
fronds, please contact the Parish office by this Wednesday  March 20th. 



LENT 

 Every Monday night during Lent, the Rosary will be 

prayed a 7:30pm 

 Every Tuesday after the 9:15am Mass there is a  

Lenten reflection group 

 Monday to Saturday at 8:45am Stations of the Cross  

 Every Wednesday at 6:30pm - meditation 

 

CARITAS AUSTRALIA PROJECT COMPASSION WEEK 5   
BERNARD - AUSTRALIA 

 The youngest of 13 children, Bernard’s dad 
left when he was only one and Bernard al-

ways felt it was his responsibility to keep 
everyone together. From a very young age, 

he had a strong bond with his mum but as 
he got older he started to wonder more 

about his father. 

He did very well at school, becoming the second ever Aborigi-
nal school captain at Nambucca Heads High. However two 

years later, his beloved mum passed away. 

Bernard soon lost direction in his life, turning to drugs and 

alcohol, and at 25, he was admitted to hospital where his 
father came to visit. Although back in his life, Bernard still 

desperately grieved the loss of beloved mum. 

A close friend told him about Tom Powell’s Red Dust Healing 

– a cultural healing program for Indigenous people which 

encourages participants to examine their own personal hurt 
and allows them to heal from within; without drugs or alco-

hol. 

The program provided a safe space to talk and Bernard said 

it changed everything: “Now I know how to express how I 
feel. I know that it’s good to talk about things, to get it out 

and not bottle it up inside.” 

Recently becoming a father, Bernard is determined to always 
be there for his daughter; he understands how important his 

role within family life is. 
  

EASTER MARIAN 
We invite all parishioners to consider contributing to the East-

er Marian - tell us your story or tell us something that is im-
portant to you. Please email items (with the word “Marian” in 

the subject), to olhc@alphalink.com.au or leave at the parish 

office. Final date for contributions is Tuesday March 19. 
 

PARISH PICNIC - IS ON NEXT SUNDAY MARCH 24 AT THE  
SADDLE DAM PICNIC AREA , Sugarloaf Reservoir, Simpson Rd, 

Christmas Hills. If you can RSVP 9439 9206 or 
olhc@alphalink.com.au, it would help the organizers. Many 

exciting activities are planned, so come along and join in the 
fun. BYO food & drinks - bring a plate to share. 

See the website olhc.info for map and full details. 

 
RECONCILIATION TIMES AT ADJOINING PARISHES 

 St Francis Xavier, Mayona Rd, Montmorency: Sat 10:30am 

 St Mary’s, Grimshaw St, Greensborough: Sat 9:00am and 

5:45pm by appointment 
A full list of times for all of our Deanery Parishes is on our 

website. 
 
BAPTISM 

This Sunday we welcome into our Faith Community  Michael 
and Ella Heenan and Noah Donald  

We pray for them and their families and Godparents. May 
God keep them always in His love. 

 
 

DIAMOND VALLEY DEANERY 

Many parishioners don’t know too much about the deanery, 
of which Eltham is one of 10 parishes. Sometimes people 

ask: “What does the deanery do?” We are happy to give you 
the opportunity and encouragement to do your own 

“research” - 3 articles are available on the  
gathering area table: 

 one white page headed “Welcome to the Diamond Valley 

Deanery” with vision statement and informative Deanery 

priority events; 

 one yellow page headed “Diamond Valley Deanery - Who 

we are and where we have come from”; and 

 for an historical perspective, 3 pages headed: “Final Re-

port to Deanery - 2005 to 2011.” 
...all very enlightening and stimulating reading! 

 

FACING THE TRUTH 
For information about the Parliamentary Inquiry into the han-

dling of child abuse by religious and other non-government 
organisations, Facing the Truth - the submission of the Cath-

olic Church to the Inquiry, fact sheets and updates please 
refer to www.facingthetruth.org.au 

 
THE 17TH MELBOURNE PASSION PLAY will take place at 

Ruffey Lake Park Doncaster. Melways ref 33G9 

The Play is FREE to all. Performance dates and times are as  
follows: 

Palm Sunday    24th  March 2013    1.30 pm 
Good Friday      29th March 2013    10.00 am 

Parking is available off Church Street – Entrance from King 
Street. Please bring your own comforts e.g. chair, refresh-

ments, hat, sunscreen, water, umbrella/raincoat if needed 
etc. If you require further information, please contact  Dawn 

on 0411 957 164 or visit our website at passionplay.info 

 

G.S.A 
Please return completed registration forms with the fee by 
tomorrow, Monday, 3:30pm 

 
HELP! VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER-

CEREMONIES 

 HOLY THURSDAY: 
 2 for gifts procession 

 6 more feet washees 

GOOD FRIDAY:  

 sacristan assistants 

EASTER VIGIL: 

 hospitality 

 2 altar dressers 

 fire master 

 2 for light control 

 2 ushers 

EASTER SUNDAY: 

 9:00am sacristan 

                   reader 
   4 Eucharist Ministers 

 11:00am 3 Eucharist Ministers 

 

Please tell Fr Kevin today if possible. 

LIBRARY NEWS 
Books of the month for March 
 

Here’s a chance to try another author -  
Paul Collins  

 Papal Power 

 God’s Earth 

 Between a Rock and a Hard Place 



PARISH SCHEDULE 
Baptisms 
On 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month at 12:15pm. 
6 weeks notice required. Baptism preparation held last Saturday 
of the month at 10:00am.  
On the 4th Sunday of each month Baptism candidates are 
welcomed during Mass. 
 

ST. Vincent  de Paul Piety Stall Open During W/end Masses - 
Donations for next week:  
Washing powder or liquid dishwashing liquid, paper towels, 
chux, plastic wrap, aluminium foil etc. 
 
 

Altar Society    
Mar 16/17  G. Frediani 
Mar 23/24  K. Reardon, H. Scully, M. Snipe 
 
Counters  
Mar 17   G. Scully, B. Wordsworth 
Mar 24   P. Stewart, L. & N. Smith 
 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue  
Mar 17   Zavadil Family 
Mar 24   Rough Family 
 

Caring Group Co-Ordinators 
Jayne Britton  9431 2667 
Barbara Bibby 9439 8594 
 

Sunday Morning Tea      
Mar 17   9:00am M. Dopheide 
   11:00am K. & A. Conte 
Mar 24   9:00am M. Snipe 
   11:00am K. & P. Reardon 

 
 
 

All meetings in Gathering Area unless  
otherwise specified  

Meditation each week  Wed. 6.30pm -  All welcome 
 

March 2013 
Wed Mar 20  Seniors’ lunch, Lwr Plenty Hotel 12noon 

Lent, Holy Week and Easter ceremonies 
   See schedule on page 1 

 

 
  

LITURGY ROSTER 

 Commentator Lector EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Gospel Narrator 

Mar 16/17 - 5th Sunday in Lent 

6:00pm T. Stewart P. Stewart J. Gaspersz, K. Gaspersz, N. Gaspersz, M. Snipe, P. Crowle  

9:00am T. Taylor M. Donahoo M. Armstrong, M. Dopheide, F. Zylstra, S. Arneson, P. Rigg  

11:00am J. O'Dell C. Zavadil M. Gaffney, M. Goss, J. Spataro, C. Zavadil, A. Thompson  

Mar 23/24 - Palm Sunday 

6:00pm D. Scannell B. Gillard V. Jordan, P. Crowle, C. Baker, Y. Illife, volunteer needed D. Scannell 

9:00am G. Scully M. Armstrong P. Shea, P. Rigg, R. Decker, H. Scully, T. Taylor M. Armstrong 

11:00am L. Dunell W. Zavadil I. Ashworth, R. Ashworth, B. Toone, C. Zavadil, K. Reardon W. Zavadil 

PRAYERS PLEASE:  
We pray for those who have died recently and those 
whose anniversaries occur at this time. We also remem-
ber those who are sick and in need of care. 
 

  

RECENTLY DECEASED: 

 Anna Krupkova 

ILL:   

 Jodie Kelly 

 Maria George 

 Vera Fletcher 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 

  Sebastiano Cartisano  

  Josie Carmenzuli 

A HEALING MASS will be celebrated on Thursday 21st March 

at Churinga, 108-130 Diamond Creek Rd, Nth Greensborough 
(near the roundabout) commencing at 8pm with Praise & 

Worship & followed by supper. All welcome.  Enquiries: Emilia 
9435 7475 or Sandra 9434 7553. 

 
CATHOLIC LADIES’ COLLEGE SCHOOL TOUR 

Tuesday, 19 March 2013. Tours leave the Foyer at 9.00 am 
followed by morning tea in the Sr Una McAllister Centre at 

10.15 am. Applications are welcome for students who are 

currently inYear 3, 4 and 5 for placement in Year 7 in 2015, 
2016 and 2017 respectively. 

Further information www.clc.vic.edu.au or from the Registrar, 
Mrs Helen Cattapan, 9430 2076. 

 
Available on the Gathering Area Table are copies of a page 

with all the DETAILS OF THE EASTER TRIDUUM and informative 
context. 

 

LIVING THE GOSPEL – FORGIVEN, NOT FORGOTTEN 

The words Jesus speaks to the accused  
woman could as easily be addressed to each 

of us. We all feel at times that we’ve done the 
wrong thing – something we don’t deserve to 

be forgiven for. However, Jesus says to us, I 
know you’ve done the wrong thing, and you 

are already forgiven, but you need to make a commitment to 
change and not repeat the error. It is Jesus’ promise not to 

give up on us – not to forget about us – that we can draw 

strength from as we try to respond to his challenge to 
change. 


