
 PARISH BULLETIN 

Our Lady Help of Christians 
Member of the Diamond Valley Deanery 

 

 

Parish Information 
Parish:   4 Henry Street, Eltham 

House:   P.O. Box 310, Eltham 
Phone:   9439 9206    Fax: 9431 3755 

 
 

Liturgy Schedule 
Weekend Masses   
Saturday    6.00pm 
Sunday    9.00am, 11.00am 
 

Weekday Services 
Liturgy of the Word with Communion  
Tues - Fri   9.15am  
 
Healing Mass 
Thurs    8.00pm (Preceded by 
‘songs of praise’ at 7.30pm) 
 
 

Parish Team 
Parish Priest: Fr. Kevin Burke  
Parish Worker - Gina Ang 
(Tues, Wed & Thurs 9.00am - 3.30pm) 
Parish Secretary:  
Angela Vines - (Mon & Wed       
     9.00am-3.30pm) 
Vicki Jordan - (Fri 9.00am-3.30pm) 
 
email: olhc@alphalink.com.au 
web site: www.olhc.info 
 
 

School Team 
School Principal: Chris Ray 
School Secretary: Liz Cox 
R.E.C.: Marguerite Jones 
School:   1-13 Henry Street. Eltham  
Phone:   9439 7824                    
email: school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au        
Website:  olhceltham.catholic.edu.au  
 

Diamond Valley Deanery  
email: drcdvd@optusnet.com.au 
website: diamondvalleydeanery.org.au 

Sunday, 14 Sep 2014: The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

Parish Vision Statement 

A loving parish,  

centred in Christ, 

that is welcoming,  

inclusive and connected, 

and relevant to the needs  

of our world. 

GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 

We praise you, 
we bless you, 

we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God,  

almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ,  
Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God,  
Son of the Father,  

you take away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us;  

you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer;  

you are seated at the right hand of the 

Father, 
have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the 

glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 

APOSTLES CREED 

We believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 
on the third day he rose from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the 
Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,   

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and life everlasting. Amen. 

Today’s Readings   

First Reading Nm 21:4-9 The Israelites are 
delivered from the fiery serpents. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 77:1-2. 34-38. R. 
v.7 

Second Reading Phil 2:6-11 Paul acknowl-
edges Jesus as Lord. 

Gospel Jn 3:13-17 The Son of Man must be 
lifted up to gain eternal life. 

 

 Next Week’s Readings 

First Reading Is 55:6-9 Seek the Lord. 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 144:2-3. 8-9. 17-18. 

R. v.18 
Second Reading Phil 1:20-24. 27 Both  

in life and death, Paul finds joy. 
Gospel Acclamation See Acts 16:14 

Gospel Mt 20:1-16 Parable of the workers 
in the vineyard 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Do not forget the works of the Lord! 
 

GOSPEL  ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you, 
because by your cross you have redeemed 
the world. 

Alleluia!  
 

 

 

 
 

The Cross – a sign of defeat is 
now a symbol of God’s victory. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

”Proclaiming the Gospel message to different 
cultures also involves proclaiming it to  
professional, scientific and academic  

circles...When certain categories of reason 
and the sciences are taken up into the  
proclamation of the message, these c 

ategories then become tools of  
evangelisation. Water is changed into wine...’ 

 
Para 132  from Evangelii Gaudium, Pope 

Francis, Nov. 24, 2013  

PRAYERS PLEASE 

We pray for those who have 
died recently and those 

whose anniversaries occur at 
this time. We also remember those who 

are sick and in need of care.  
 

Recent Deaths 
Joe Morgan 

 

Anniversaries 
Hugh Kevin Landy 



HEALING MASS 
Come and join us in celebrating the final Mass by Candlelight 
for 2014 on this Thursday, 18th September  here at Our Lady’s. 
Celebrated in the spirit of Taize, the evening will commence at 
7.30pm with quiet reflection.  Fr Vincent Lee , Bundoora Parish 
Priest will celebrate this Mass. 
Prayer Ministry and supper will be available after Mass.  
Enquiries:  Emilia 9435 7475 or Sandra 9434 7553.  
 

AN AFTERNOON OF REFLECTION AND CONTEMPLATION 

Based on the Dadirri message of Miriam-Rose Ungunmerr-
Baumanna, spirit filled Indigenous woman from Daly river. 

Led by Revd Libby Delbridge. 

Where: Gawa Trail, Yarra Glen Road, Watson’s Creek. 
Melways: p272,D4 

When: Saturday October 4th, 1.30 - 4.00pm 
Cost: $5.00 

Drawing materials, tea & coffee will be provided. Bring a 
folding chair if possible & wear comfortable shoes. You will 

have personal time to reflect, write, draw, walk. 

Followed by afternoon tea at the Watson’s Creek Cafe - at 
your own cost. 

Booking essential by: 26th September 2014 
Ring: Diana 94398565  or St. Margaret’s Parish Office: 

9439 9238 

 
MUSIC FOR MALAWI 

Where: Diamond Creek Uniting Church, Wensley St,   
Diamond Creek 

When: 2 pm Sunday Sep 28 

Singers: Lesley Walton, Judith O’Shea, 
Darren Rosenfeld and Steven Touzel 

Piano solos from Ian Lowe’s favourite composers: Bach, 
Mozart, Chopin, Ravel and Gershwin 

and The RED SEA JAZZ – and afternoon tea! 
Donations of $10 or more, 100% in support of a small 

pre-school and Grade 1 and 2 in Zomba, Malawi. 

If unable to come but wiling to donate, contact Jan or Ian 
Lowe: 9435 5841/ jianlowe@bigpond.net.au 

Since 2010, at least $16,000 has been sent to support 
these children to get a good start in their education.  

 

“I WAS IN PRISON AND YOU VISITED ME’ - CHRISTIANS AND 
THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 

 How should our society treat victims of crime and those 
who break the law?   

 With the Victorian State Election coming up in Novem-
ber 2014, the Interchurch Criminal Justice Taskforce has  

developed a series of proposals on criminal justice issues 

from a Christian perspective.  These are included in a new 
report “I was in prison and you visited Me”, copies of which 

will be available in the church on the weekend of 21  
September, or you can go to www.css.org.au and  

download a copy. 

 The report has been prepared to inform you of  
important criminal justice issues in the run-up to the  

Election.  The report links to the Victorian Council of 
Churches website www.vcc.org.au where there is a range 

of actions that you may consider taking, after reading the 

report. These include writing to your local MP, or provide 
support to chaplains and others who help in rehabilitation 

and resettlement of offenders. 
    

Denis Fitzgerald     

Executive Director  
Catholic Social Services Victoria 

For the 11.00am Mass, if a reader needs a replacement you 

can try Claire Walker and if a commentator needs a  

replacement you can try Neil Walker (9431 3448). 
 

CATHOLICCARE ANNUAL CHURCH APPEAL 
Next weekend September 20-21, is the Annual Appeal for 

CatholicCare. CatholicCare has been serving and caring for 
families of the Melbourne Archdiocese for 79 years and 

deserves the support of our Catholic community. Please 

give generously so its much needed work may continue. 
 

RITES+ PEOPLE + PLACES: 2015 LITURGY STUDY TOUR 
Four weeks from early November 2015: Germany, Belgium, 

France, Italy. 

This tour is especially suited to students, liturgical scholars, 
educators and those with liturgical responsibilities. It will 

offer participants a variety of liturgical experiences and 
connect them with key people and places in Europe  

engaged in implementing the liturgical vision of Vatican II. 
Tour leaders: Margaret Smith SGS and Stephen Hackett 

MSC 

Contact: ytustudytour@gmail.com 
Information: www.ytu.edu.au 

Expressions of interest by 30 September 2014. 
Information meeting: Sunday 9 November. 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE IN THE CITY SERIES 
Join us for a joint presentation by Brother Doug Walsh, 

who is the President of Soup Vans, Victoria, and Danusia 
Kaska, SVDP Soup Vans Operations Manager who will 

speak on the topic “Caring for the homeless via the Soup 
Vans; a different perspective on the definition of homeless-

ness.” 

When: Wednesday 24 September 12pm – 1pm 
Where: St Francis Church Pastoral Centre Cnr Lonsdale & 

Elizabeth Streets, Melbourne 
Contact: Paula 9895 5800 

 

PERSPECTIVES 
Two short, pithy articles from Catholic leaflet “Justice 

Trends”: 
“Churches decry clear evidence of child abuse” 

“Bishops call for speedy claims process”  

Age article by former Defence Force chief Admiral Chris 
Barrie. 

 
Fr Kevin will be on a week’s holiday from Tuesday 16  

September to Tuesday 23 September. A  
Dominican priest form East Camberwell will celebrate 

the weekend Masses. 
 
LIVING THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL IN PARISHES 

Proclaim 2014 conference last August offered practical tips 
into evangelisation and facilitating parish growth.  If you 

are interested in receiving some of these invaluable  
insights, workshop and keynote presentations are available 

as visual or audio for FREE online.    

www.proclaimconference.com.au/resources  
 

ADVANCE NOTICE: TWO OCTOBER EVENTS 
Marcellin College Open Day Saturday 18 Oct. 9am – 

12pm 

Oxfam Diamond Valley Book Fair Saturday 18 Oct. 
8am - 6pm,  Eltham Senior Citizens Hall 

Yarra Theological Union Open Day Sun 19 Oct.  
2-5pm,  99 Albion Rd, Box Hill 

http://www.css.org.au
http://www.proclaimconference.com.au/resources


FOUR COMMENTARIES BY GREG SUNTER 

ONE: GOSPEL REFLECTION 
To many people, venerating and 

reverencing the Cross seems a 
very strange practice. The Cross 

was the instrument of torture 

used by the Romans to execute 
particularly troublesome or  

rebellious inhabitants of their  
conquered lands. It was a form 

of execution – along with burning 
alive and being eaten by wild  

animals – the Romans used as a 

means of literally annihilating an 
enemy. All three methods were designed to ensure that the 

person was destroyed completely so that nothing was left 
to bury. In the eyes of the Romans, this was the greatest 

insult that could be paid to an enemy: without proper  

burial their families could not properly mourn their passing 
and they could not enter into the afterlife. The general 

practice with crucifixion was that the executed person was 
left on the cross for wild dogs and carrion birds to attack. 

Ultimately, the picked over bones were cast into a lime pit 
where they effectively dissolved. It was rare that a victim 

of crucifixion was allowed to be buried. 

 
Given this history, it is easy to understand why the early 

Christians did not generally reverence the Cross. It was not 
until the 4th century, apparently on 14 September, 326, 

that Helena, the mother of Emperor Constantine, identified 

the cross of Christ’s crucifixion and acclaimed its potential 
for miraculous cures. On the site that she located the 

Cross, Helena ordered to have built the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre. From this time, and with the formal adoption of 

Christianity as the religion of Rome, the Cross became a 

symbol of the passion, death and resurrection of Christ. 
The common understanding shifted from the Cross being 

the means of Christ’s death to being the means of his  
triumph over death. 

 
TWO: SCRIPTURAL CONTEXT – LIFTED UP 

The gospel of John, written later than the other three  

canonical gospels, reflects a very different understanding 
of the cross. In this gospel writer’s imagery, the cross is 

the means by which Jesus is ‘raised up’. This theology 
flows through the entire gospel and in today’s excerpt, 

from very early in the gospel, we see the language of the 

Son of Man being ‘lifted up’. Furthermore, it is through the 
raising up of Jesus that all people are also raised up. It is 

through the Son, sent by the Father, that all people may 
enter into eternal life.  
 

THREE: HAVE YOU THOUGHT? – CROSS OR CRUCIFIX? 
A friend witnessed a scene in a jewellery store where a 

customer was looking at a cross on a necklace when the 
young sales girl suggested, ‘We also have these ones with 

the little man on them.’ Whilst Catholics tend to display 

and wear a crucifix (a cross with the corpus, or body of 
Christ upon it), other Christians tend to use an empty 

cross. One theological understanding suggests that the 
empty cross signifies that the salvation won by Christ 

through his sacrifice was achieved once and for all with his 
resurrection whilst the crucifix signifies that the salvific 

work of Christ is an ongoing act. 

 
 

FOUR: HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
The historical reality of crucifixion has led some scholars in 

the latter part of the 20th Century to suggest that Jesus 
may not have been buried at all. They cite the fact that of 

the hundreds of thousands of people crucified by the  
Romans, the remains of only a couple of victims have ever 

been found. Burial of crucifixion victims was extremely  

rare. Controversially, this thinking leads the scholars to 
suggest that the resurrection of Jesus was a ‘spiritual’  

resurrection and not a ‘physical’ resurrection. 
© Greg Sunter  

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY  BY MARY COLOE PBVM 
Philippians 2:6-11; John 3:13-17 

 The Cross was the greatest obstacle to belief that Jesus 
of Nazareth could have been a man of God. The Jewish 

Scriptures stated quite clearly that a person who died in 

this manner was in fact cursed by God. ‘When someone is 
convicted of a crime punishable by death and is executed, 

and you hang him on a tree, his corpse must not remain all 
night upon the tree; you shall bury him that same day, for 

anyone hung on a tree is under God’s curse. You must not 
defile the land that the LORD your God is giving you for 

possession.’ (Deut 21:22-23) 

 The cross was the ultimate sign of divine rejection. Only 
the experience of the Resurrection enabled those first  

Jewish believers to turn this symbol of ignominy into the 
sign of salvation. The preaching of Paul and then the  

Gospels turn this symbol of disgrace on its head affirming 

that in this moment, where evil appears to have had its 
greatest triumph, in fact God's gracious love has proved 

more powerful. 
 In Paul’s letter to the Philippians, we see his way of  

understanding the meaning of the crucifixion. In becoming 

human like us, the Divine Word emptied himself and gave 
himself over to the full experience of being human. In my 

many years of teaching in Parishes and at University level, 
I have met many Christians who are quite unable to really 

grasp this teaching – that Jesus was truly human. In saying 
that Jesus is fully human, there is no denial of his divinity, 

but affirms what was decreed in the early Church Council 

of Chalcedon, that in Jesus humanity and divinity are held 
in a mysterious union of being. 

 The importance of Jesus humanity was asserted in 
these early centuries by the great Fathers of the Church 

like Gregory of Nazianzus who wrote, ‘What has not been 

assumed has not been redeemed; it is what is united to his 
divinity that is saved. . .’ (Epistle 101). What this means is 

that Jesus experienced the same limitation that we do. He 
too had to gradually discern his mission from God. He did 

not come with a clear time-table or a diary already filled in. 
He too moved into his life with deep faith in God, and yet 

also trusting himself into mystery, and uncertainty. Accord-

ing to Mark’s Gospel, Jesus even died feeling abandoned by 
God. In other words, I can find in the human Jesus one 

who shared my ordinary human experiences. Too often 
Christians can be so focused on Jesus’ divine nature that 

they really overlook the human Jesus and this is a great  

(Continued on page 4) 

LIBRARY NEWS   
Book of Month: September 
 

Can We Save The Catholic Church?  

by Hans Kung 

Trish 



PARISH SCHEDULE 
Baptisms 
On 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month at 12:15pm. 
6 weeks notice required. Baptism preparation held last Saturday 
of the month at 10:00am.  
On the 4th Sunday of each month Baptism candidates are 
welcomed during Mass. 
 

ST. Vincent  de Paul Piety Stall Open During W/end Masses - 

Donations for next week:  
Tinned food—soup, fruit, tuna, salmon, meat, baked beans,  
spaghetti, tinned vegetables, etc. 
 

Altar Society     
September 20/21 G. Frediani 
September 27/28 K. Reardon, H. Scully, M. Snipe 
 

Counters     
September 14  G. Scully, L. & N. Smith 
September 21  P. Stewart, Wordsworth Family 
 

 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue  
September 14  Zavadil Family 
September 21  Rough Family 
 

Caring Group Co-Ordinators 
Jayne Britton   9431 2667 
Barbara Bibby  9439 8594 
 

Sunday Morning Tea      
September 14    9.00am  T. & J. Joss   
      11.00am  S. Grounds   
September 21    9.00am  T. & R. Daw 
      11.00am  Ashworth Family 

 

 
 

All meetings in Gathering Area unless  otherwise specified  
 

Meditation: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 5.30pm;               
            Wednesday: 6.30pm -  All welcome 
Stations of the Cross: Friday: 8.45am   
Adoration: First Friday of the month 7-8pm 
 

 

September 2014 
Thurs Sep 18   ‘Churinga’ Healing Mass 8.00pm 
W/E Sep 20/21  Collection - CatholicCare 
W/E Sep 27/28  Social Justice Sunday   

 

October 2014 

Thurs 2 Oct   Parish Support Group 7.30pm 
Fri 3 Oct   Adoration 7-8pm 

Tues Oct 7   Malawi Group 7.30pm 
Wed Oct 8   St Vincent de Paul 8.45pm 

Thurs Oct 9   Liturgy Group 7.30pm 
W/E Oct 11/2   Respect Life Sunday 

   Stewardship update 

W/E Oct 18/19  Collection - World Mission Day 
 

Feast Days 
Mon 15 Sep   Our Lady of Sorrows 

Tues 16 Sep   Saints Cornelius and Cyprian 

Sat 20 Sep   Saints Andrew Kim Tae-Gon, Paul   
   Chong Ha-Sang and Companions 

 
loss to developing a rich spirituality.  

 As human, Paul states that he went so far as to accept the disgrace of death on a cross – not just death, but death 
appearing to be cursed by God. Perhaps today it might be helpful to spend time reflecting on the word ‘accept’. After all 

death is a reality we have no choice about. What might it mean to ‘accept’ this? Are there other aspects of my life-

experience that I might need to learn to accept – past mistakes I have made, past hurts I have experienced – things 
that have happened that still eat away at my insides and in some way hold me prisoner to the past. 

 ‘Jesus became as all humans are, and was humbler yet, even to accepting death – death on a cross.’ Could I enter 
into the humanity I have been given with the depth and integrity of Jesus? 

 In today's Gospel, the evangelist appeals to an image in the Old Testament to interpret the meaning of the Cross. 
The gruesome image of a man lifted up on a cross is compared to the saving image of the bronze serpent lifted up on a 

stake by Moses in the wilderness. The bronze serpent brought healing and salvation for the Israelites, so the Gospel 

insists that the Son of Man lifted up on the Cross is also a means of life for all. The Cross in John's Gospel becomes the 
supreme revelation of God's love for us in the gift of Jesus. Jesus' primary task in this gospel is to make God known to 

all people and the God Jesus reveals is a God who desires to love us as a parent loves a child. Such utterly gracious 
love was incomprehensible to some and led ultimately to the death of Jesus. What was considered to be a sign of God’s 

curse became the sign of God's love. 

© Mary Coloe 

(Continued from page 3) 

LITURGY ROSTER 

 COMMENTATOR LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

September 13/14 - Exultation of the Holy Cross 

6.00pm D. Scannell L.Furtado M. Hadley, J. Stuyfbergen, volunteer 

9.00am G. Scully M. Dopheide T. Scott, P. Rigg, M. Armstrong, 2 volunteers 

11.00am J. O’Dell P. Reardon M. Goss, S. Rawlinson, B. Toone, 2 volunteers 

September 20/21 - 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

6.00pm V. Jordan D. Zylstra C. Baker, B. Gillard, P. Crowle 

9.00am John Bylsma T. Taylor G. Scully, H. Scully, J. Stevens, 2 volunteers 

11.00am P. Reardon S. Woppel L. Dunell, M. Goss, S. Rawlinson, 2 volunteers 


