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Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ Year C 8 September 2019 

September means Finals Football in Australia and this year the last two Ashes Test Cricket series , in 

England - the US Open Tennis and plenty more!  Depending, therefore, on your taste and who you 

barrack for, there is enough opportunity to lose a lot of sleep this month!  AFL finals are always great 

to watch, live or on TV, and lead to the last weekend in September being the Grand Final.  St. Kilda 

& Carlton are not present this year, but most of us hope that a Victorian side will prevail over an 

interstate rival. 

Surly not Essendon, hopefully Richmond or Western Bulldogs, with the favourite being Geelong as 

the leagues top pick, but don’t expect me to favour Collingwood, as I would prefer an interstate side 

in this extreme case. 

 

Changing the subject, around Montmorency & Eltham I 

have noticed that September brings on the gentle blossom 

to emerge from our cold winter! 

A new climatic season brings on plenty of life in our 

gardens and beauty around our suburbs from the starkness 

of the past dormant months.  Naturally, I just love this 

Springtime and how everything looks new again.  Driving 

the car around our beautiful roads, up hills and down dale, I view each home and parkland with 

delight in these natural beauties that inspire me.  Such is nature! 

 

Changing the subject, today’s Gospel suggests that we seek Wisdom when it comes to our decision 

making and not to settle upon quick responses to important issues!  You might be happy to know 

that I’m learning to depend upon the wisdom of others, or the collective involvement of many people 

when it comes to important decisions that affect my own life and that of others!  Maybe it’s an age 

issue, to be sure, or the simple reality that it is better to be together on issues and dreams as we 

move forward than alone and unable to move forward in regards to parish activities. 

 

Alone or together, we are required to carry the Cross.  This is not to be avoided if we are disciples of 

Jesus Christ or to live as an effective Christian in our modern world.  Naturally, for each person this 

cross may be different in experience depending upon personal circumstances, but the Wisdom of the 

Catholic Community suggests a group Cross too.  To lift the burdens of others and create a new 

Catholic Community-Church for our future is indeed a clear obligation for us all today!  A Catholic 

Church in renewal is a very positive and possible reality.  Welcome to the new spring time for us all 

in our Church too! 

 

Welcome to the month of September! Michael 

Monty & Eltham 
The Catholic Parishes of 

St Francis Xavier & Our Lady Help of Christians 

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people who are the traditional custodians of this land 
and pay respect to the elders past, present and emerging of the Kulin Nation. 

This parish has a commitment to ensuring the safety of children and vulnerable people in our community. 
For more informa�on visit www.sfxmonty.org 

We support the recommenda�ons of the Royal Commission into ins�tu�onal abuse and pray for all the survivors. 
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OUR PEOPLE & 
OUR CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priests 
Terry Kean - Pastor in Solidum 
 terry.kean@cam.org.au 
Michael Sierakowski - Moderator 

 michael.sierakowski@cam.org.au 
Barry Caldwell 
 

Parish Office 
 86 Mayona Road 

 9435 2178 
 Mon - Fri  9am-3pm 

 montmorency@cam.org.au 

Ana Solic 

 Pastoral Worker & Baptism Co-Ordinator 
 ana.solic@cam.org.au 

Gina Ang 

 Pastoral Worker & Caring Group Co-Ord 
 gina.ang@cam.org.au 

Beth Krolikowski: Secretary 

 beth.krolikowski@cam.org.au 

Kate Kogler: Secretary 
 kate.kogler@cam.org.au 

Child Safety: 
montmorency.childsafety@cam.org.au 

Website: www.sfxmonty.org 
  www.olhc.info 

Facebook: 
St Francis Xavier Parish Montmorency 

Monty & Eltham Newsletter & Facebook items:
 kate.kogler@cam.org.au  
 

Schools 
St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Principal:  Mr Nicholas Boyhan:  9435 8474 
nboyhan@sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 
www.sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 
 

Holy Trinity Primary School  
Principal:  Mr Vince Bumpstead:  9431 0888 
principal@htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au    
www.htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au 
 

Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School 
Principal:  Mr Chris Ray:  9439 7824 
school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 
www.olhceltham.edu.au 
Religious Education Co-ordinator: 
Ms Marguerite Jones   9439 7824 

PARISH  TEAMS & INFORMATION 

RECENTLY DECEASED 
Our Lady Help of Christians Community offers its 

sincere condolences to the families and friends of: 

Edward Mapperson 
husband of Maureen, father of Frank, Gail & Karen 

Funeral: Tues 10 Sep @ 11am 
and 

 

St Francis Xavier Community offers its sincere 

condolences to the families and friends of: 

Bruno Zanardo 
husband of Antonia, father of Cynthia & Paul 
Funeral: Mon 9 Sep @ 10am (Rosary: 9:30am) 

our thoughts & prayers 

are with you at this time. 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturday, 10:30am  Monty ~ Terry 

1/2 hr prior to any mass said by Michael 

Let us pray for all those who have gone 

before us marked with the sign of faith ... 

Montmorency 
For the recently deceased; 

Bruno Zanardo 
For those whose anniversaries are at this time: 

Frances Borg, Andrew Lopuszynski, William Warrillow 
For those in need of healing, 
 remembering especially: 
Baby Kylie, Sriyani Algama, Nikki Attwood, Kristina Brazaitis, 

Daniel Brewis, Eva Crowe, Desmond Deehan, 
Baby Finn Doolan, Renee Eastwood, Debbie Edgley, 
Marilyn Fairbank, Julian Forrester, Danielle Gray, 

Gennie Hannon, Colleen Hussin, Jim Hussin, Tina Inserra, 
Adrian Jones, Patsy Leed, Ian McCabe, Joshua McCudden, 

Hasti Momeni, Therese Moore, Patricia Mulholland, 
Montagna Mustica, Graham Neal, Geoffrey Nyssen, 

Mercy Ocson, Susan Phelan, Andrew Pighin, Mary Said, 

Anthony Salvatore, Mary Salvatore, Maria Schroeders, 

Jeanette Steward, John Tobin, Remi Vulich, Sheryn Zurzolo 

Eltham 
For the recently deceased; 

Edward Mapperson 
For those whose anniversaries are at this time; 
For those in need of healing, 
 remembering especially: 
Iris Azzopardi, Ak Callaghan, Fay Dobson, Denice Donnellan, 

Philomena Harding, Lynne Lees, Teresa Revitt, Barry Scully 

Collections last weekend: 31 Aug & 1 Sep 2019  

Community Thanksgiving Presbytery 

Eltham $701.00 $766.05 

Montmorency $1,456.00 $579.80 

Please note the above figures are monies banked & 
do not include visa/mastercard or direct debits. 

Thank you so much for your contributions. 
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Centre for Action and Contemplation 
(https://cac.org/a-new-cosmology-2019-08-26/) 

A New Cosmology 

Theme: Cosmology: Part One 

Monday, August 26, 2019 

Fr. Richard Rohr, OFM 

When I was growing up, the common perception was that science and religion were at deep odds with one another.  Now 
that we are coming to understand the magnificent nature of the cosmos, we’re finding that many mystics’ spiritual 
intuitions are paralleled by scientific theories and explanations.  All disciplines, arts, and sciences are just approaching 
truth from different perspectives.  The modern and postmodern mistake is that they only take one or no perspective 
seriously. 

It’s easy to imagine the delight St. Francis of Assisi (1181-1226) found by turning skyward.  His first biographer, Thomas 
of Celano (1185-1260), wrote: ‘he often overflowed with amazing, unspeakable joy as he looked at the sun, gazed at the 
moon, or observed the stars in the sky.” [1]  Thomas Aquinas also intuited the deep connection between spirituality and 
science when he wrote, “Any mistake we make about creation will also be a mistake about God.” [2]  Inner and outer 
realities must indeed mirror one another. 

Ilia Delio, a Franciscan sister and scientist, observes how our view of the universe and God has been evolving. [3]  
During the Middle Ages, a key period of development for Christian theology, the universe was thought to be centred 
around humans and the Earth.  Scientists saw the universe as anthropocentric, unchanging, mechanistic, orderly, 
predictable, and hierarchical.  Christians viewed God, the “Prime Mover,” in much the same way, with the same static 
and predictable characteristics - omnipotent and omniscient, but not really loving.  God was “out there” somewhere, 
separate from us and the universe.  The central message of Christianity - incarnation - was not really taken seriously by 
most Christians.  In fact, our whole salvation plan was largely about getting away from this Earth! 

Today, we know that the universe is old, large, dynamic, and interconnected.  It is about 13.8 billion years old, and some 
scientists think it could still exist for 100 trillion years.  The universe has been expanding since its birth.  Our home 
planet, Earth, far from being the centre of the universe, revolves around the Sun, a medium-sized star near the edge of a 
medium-sized galaxy, the Milky Way, which contains about 200 billion stars.  The Milky Way is about 100,000 light 
years in diameter. 

Furthermore, it is one of 100 billion galaxies in the universe.  We do not appear to be the centre of anything.  And yet, by 
faith we trust that we are. 

Delio writes: 
We’re reaching a fork in the road;  two paths are diverging on planet Earth, and the one we choose will 
make all the difference for the life of the planet.  Shall we continue our medieval religious practices in a 
medieval paradigm and mechanistic culture and undergo extinction?  Or shall we wake up to this dynamic, 
evolutionary universe and the rise of consciousness toward an integral wholeness? [4] 

We are called to make the paradigm shift to an utterly new cosmology and worldview.  I believe, even unbeknown to 
themselves, many are leaving organised Christianity now because these two cosmologies no longer coincide. 

References: 

[1] Thomas of Celano, The Life of Saint Francis: The First Book, chapter 29.  See Francis of Assisi: Early Documents, 
vol. 1 (New City Press: 1999), 250. 

[2] Thomas Aquinas, Summa Contra Gentiles, II.3.1, II.3.6. 

[3] See Ilia Delio, CONSPIRE 2019: A Benevolent Universe (Center for Action and Contemplation: 2014), MP4 video 
download. 

[4] Ilia Delio, The Unbearable Wholenss of Being: God, Evolution, and the Power of Love (Orbis Books: 2013), xxii-
xxiii. 

Adapted from Richard Rohr, Eager to Love: The Alternative Way of Francis of Assisi (Franciscan Media: 2014), 169. 



 

4 

Congratulations 
to the families of: 

Asha McAliece, 
daughter of Daniel & Amanda; 

Alexander Mangan, 
son of James & Anna; 

and 

Adele Cordina, 
daughter of Stephen & Tanya 

as we celebrate with them their 
baptisms this weekend 
at St Francis Xavier. 

May God keep them in His love. 

 

 

Baptism Welcome 
This weekend we welcome to our 
Montmorency Parish Community 

Adam Ocson 

son of Eric & Lisa. 

We pray for Adam, 
his parents & Godparents. 

May God keep him always in His love. 
 

Our wonderful and dedicated 
volunteer Eucharistic Ministers 
serve St Vincent’s Care residents on 
a regular basis.  Our volunteers are 
simply wonderful and so much 
appreciated, by the Parish, and more 
importantly, by the beautiful souls 
who wait for their blessing. 

Volunteering means one day per month, for maybe 1 or 2 
hours, usually on a Wednesday (which is preferable), 
however, Thursday or Friday can be accommodated. 

Should you sense Holy Spirit nudging you to offer your 
time once a month, please contact Trish on 0402 914 817.  
Thank you. 

 

Days for Girls 

Have you heard about Days for Girls? It is a worldwide 
organisation that makes reusable sanitary kits for women in 
Third World countries that last for at least 3 years.  Kadasig Aid 
& Development and some parishioners have established a 
chapter and are up and running.  Do you have any fabric at 
home?  Must be pure cotton and flannelette which can be in 
lovely colours & designs.  Do you sew?  You may like to come 
along to learn more about this project?  If you would like to 
understand the program more please come along on Monday 
September 9 in the parish hall to meet with the ladies guiding 
this wonderful project. 
Please have a look on line: www. daysforgirls.org or contact 
Glenys Gayfer 0411 196 395 for further information. 

 

**Calling for a Volunteer Roster Co-Ordinator ** 

to help manage the Eltham rosters.  Your help would be much 
appreciated.  Support & assistance provided! 

Please contact Kate  9435 2178  kate.kogler@cam.org.au 

Book of the Month: 
Richard Rohr's latest book: The Universal Christ 

Quote: Rohr sees Christ everywhere, and not 

just people.  He reminds us that the first 

incarnation of God is Creation itself, and tells 

us God loves things by becoming them.  Just 

for that sentence, and there are many more, I 

cannot put this book down. Bono U2 

 

Caring for our Environment 
It is now illegal in Victoria to place e-waste into any rubbish bin and 
have it end up in landfill.  E-waste includes anything with a plug, 
battery or power cord that is no longer wanted or useful.  Small items, 
such as mobile phones, can be taken to the libraries but larger items 
need to be taken to a Waste Recovery Centre.  In Banyule this is at the 
corner of Waterdale Rd & Banksia St in Bellfield, and in Nillumbik in 
Yan Yean Rd, Plenty.  Further details are on the councils websites. 
SFX Social Justice Group 
 

Upstream Challenge Walk 
On Saturday 9 November, I will be walking (and 
staggering) 50 km from the city to Donvale, as part of the 
‘Upstream Challenge’ to raise money for five great 
charities, including Raise, a foundation for Youth 
Mentoring, which trains one-on-one mentors for 
Australian teenagers having trouble with school, or life - 
as many of us did, or do, or will, at some time.  It is a 
locally organised & volunteer-run event. 

Ours is already a very generous parish, but if you would 
like to donate a small sum, you can do it here (where you 
can see details about the charities & how to join in): 
https://upstreamfoundation.org/groups/sherwood-
foresters/ 

OR you can find me after Mass & make or pledge a 
donation (coins of any colour are welcome !), which will 
be very gratefully received. 

If anyone is interested in joining the walk on the day (you 
can do 20kms of it starting near Heidelberg to the finish 
at Donvale), please let me know.  At the moment we are a 
team of three. Some people run it, but not us! 

Peter Beckford 

 

CLC Present: Girls Can Create 

This complimentary after-school program is designed for 
girls in Years 3, 4 & 5 to ignite their passion for art. 

In this 3 week course children will get to unleash their 
creativity in our beautiful art studio and get to take their 
own piece of art home at the end of each session. 

Tuesday 3, 10 & 17 September 
4:00pm to 5:00pm 
19 Diamond St, Eltham 
www.trybooking.com/BEUGC 

 

from the Caring Group 

The Caring Group would like to thank all 
who helped one way or another during the 
recent Caring Group Lunch.  Our Parish is 

so blessed to have so many volunteers preparing, cooking, 
serving, cleaning up and transporting people to and from 
the Mass and lunch.  Everyone played a part to the success 
of the lunch.  Thank you! 
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Alight Family Fiesta 

Saturday 21 September 

St Bede’s College, Mentone 

At a time when living Christian family life can feel like 
swimming against the tide, Alight is an event that will 
strengthen everyone - especially parents - to be renewed 
in their mission. 
Fr Leo Patalinghug, a priest and chef, will serve up a 
creative presentation of faith & food that will have the 
whole family wanting more.  Rides, food & live music will 
help to make this a joyful celebration for the whole family!  
To register or for more info, look for the Alight flyers in 
your parish or visit www.cam.org.au/alight19. 

 

Living Laudato Si’ - Forum for Parishes 

Saturday 14 September 
“… the ecological crisis is also a summons to profound 
interior conversion”  Pope Francis, 2015 

Parish leaders and members are invited to join other 
parishes in considering how we can all better care for our 
common home, the Earth. The Forum, Living Laudato Si', 
commencing at 9am - 1pm will assist participants and 
parishes respond to this summons, and will also: 

-  Identify practical actions that can be taken by 
individuals, families and our parishes  
-  Outline processes for initiating and maintaining parish 
engagement with the 2015 Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ 
-  Assist parishes to join with others to form a network of 
response to “Care for our Common Home” 

Come as a team from your parish!  
Venue: St Ambrose Community Centre, 

259A Sydney Road, Brunswick 
Time: 9am - 1pm 
Cost: $30.00** (includes book & light refreshments) 
Bookings: https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?

eid=532302& 
RSVP: 11 Sep 2019 
Enquiries: Lucia Brick  9287 5566  lucia.brick@css.org.au 
**Concessions available, please contact Lucia Brick. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEND ALL BULLETIN ITEMS TO: 
Kate : kate.kogler@cam.org.au 

Thank you 

Homelessness: 
Preparing for 2020 
Parish Forum, Tue 24 Sep 
Each Winter, on any night across 
Victoria around 1,100 homeless 

people including women, children, young and older people and 
people with disabilities have to “sleep rough” in city parks, car 
parks, bushland areas and coastal reserves.  What can we and 
our parishes do to help rough sleepers?  While it is not a 
solution to the problem of homelessness, the Winter Shelter 
program helps many rough sleepers find a warm bed during the 
coldest time of the year. 
During 2019 Catholic parishes have joined with other churches 
and groups to provide support this way.  Our upcoming parish 
forum, ‘Homelessness: Preparing for 2020’ will bring together 
people to begin to prepare for next Winter, and to make the 
connections with other parishes, churches and groups that will 
make next year’s Winter Shelter a success in as many areas as 
can be reached. 
Location: Cathedral Room, Cardinal Knox Centre, 

383 Albert St, East Melbourne (entry around the 
corner via carpark off Landsdowne St) 

Time: 6pm for 6:30pm to 8:30pm 
RSVP: 20 Sep 2019 
Cost: $20.00* 
Bookings: https://www.trybooking.com/BEOEB 
Enquiries: Lucia Brick  9287 5566  lucia.brick@css.org.au 

Brochures available in the Gathering Area. 
 

Malawi Group:  The Father’s Day raffle 
drawn in Sunday 25 August was a huge success 
with a total of $776 being raised through the 
ticket sales & very generous donations through 
the Jelly Bean Box. 

The two lovely prizes were put together by group members 
Pat & Mike Croft and we thank them for their wonderful 
presentation. 
The winners of these were: Kath Nolan & Anne Stevens. 
We trust Mike & John enjoyed their special day last 
Sunday, and we wish to sincerely thank all who 
participated for their continued support of Fr Frank and 
our Sister Parish by way of donations and prayers. 

 

St Vincent de Paul feast day is on 27 September.  A Mass 
for the Poor and a Special Collection will be held at Our Lady’s 
on 28 & 29 September to assist some of the less fortunate in the 
Eltham and Research area. 
If a receipt is required for tax purposes, please contact a local 
member and this can be arranged. John Fanning 

 

 

 

 
Are you missing anything from your kitchen? 

On the window ledge in the Gathering Space at SFX are a 

number of items that have collected in the parish house over 

time.  If you have been wondering where a dish or utensil 

went, you might very well find it here!  We will leave these 

here for you to cast your eye over for the next couple of weeks, 

after such time, what has not been claimed will find a new 

home at the St Vinnie’s Shop! 
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Eltham & Monty Rosters 

Monty  14/15 Sep 

Agius, Suzanne W10:30 

Boyd, Ros E8:30 

Bredle, Maria E8:30 

Bumpstead, Vince E8:30 

Cassar, Joseph E8:30 

Ciavola, Kerry E8:30 

Collins, Leo CNTR 

Collins, Leo GRDN 

Cotter, Anne E8:30 

Cotter, Anne CLNR 

Cotter, Tony CLNR 

Farrell, Sue E6:00 

Gayfer, Glenys E10:30 

Gayfer, Glenys BPTZ 

Hanlon, John CNTR 

Kitch, Loretta E6:00 

Kozak, Jan E10:30 

Kuppe, Andy E6:00 

Love, Philip E10:30 

Meredith, Jeanette E6:00 

O'Dowd, Mark E10:30 

Percy, Julie E6:00 

Percy, Julie W6:00 

Price, Aaron E6:00 

Roy, Rob E10:30 

Roy, Yvonne E10:30 

Shirbin, Olesia E10:30 

Solic, Ana BPTZ 

Stanton, M W6:00 

Sullivan, Frances W8:30 

Watson, Maureen E8:30 

Wilkinson, Rosa W10:30 

Williams, Anne PRYR 

Williams, Peter W10:30 

Williams, Peter PRYR 

Wood, Gerard CLNR 

Wood, Marie W8:30 

Eltham 

Saturday 7 September - 6:00pm 

Commentator Vicki Jordan 

Lector Kathleen Nolan 

Eucharistic Ministers David Scannell 

 Maureen Scannell 

 Volunteer Please 

Sacristan Marianne Hadley 

Sunday 8 September - 9:30am 

Commentator Neil Walker 

Lector Maria Gartland 

Eucharistic Ministers Miranda Armstrong 

 Marlis Dopheide 

 Linda Dunell 

 Peter Rigg 

 Trish Taylor 

Sacristan Marian Goss 

Altar Society 
Gianna Milwain 
Vali Hall 

Morning Tea Smith 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue Stewart Family 

Counters 
Maurice Brosnan 
Wen & Clare Zavadil 

 

Saturday 14 September - 6:00pm 

Commentator Lorraine Furtado 

Lector Kathleen Nolan 

Eucharistic Ministers May Foong 

 Vicki Jordan 

 John Stuyfbergen 

Sacristan Marianne Hadley 

Sunday 15 September - 9:30am 

Commentator Paul Jakubik 

Lector Terry Fanning 

Eucharistic Ministers Sheilah Arneson 

 Greg Scully 

 Helen Scully 

 Clare Zavadil 

 Volunteer Please 

Sacristan Jane Medeira 

Altar Society 
Kathey Reardon 
Helen Scully 

Morning Tea Stevens 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue Zavadil Family 

Counters 
Rick Dunell 
Trish & Roger Daw 

Parishioners, assistance is always promptly 
available by contacting 

1800 305 330,  10am - 3pm weekdays 
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Monty & Eltham Calendar of Events 
Sat 7 Eltham: Mass 6:00pm 

 Monty: Mass 6:00pm 

 Eltham: OLHC School Trivia Night 7:00pm 

 

Sun 8 Child Protection Sunday 

 Monty: Mass 8:30am 

 Eltham: Mass 9:30am 

 Monty: Mass 10:30am 

 Eltham: Sunday Brunchers in Gathering Area 11:45am 

 Monty: Baptisms 12:00pm 

 

Mon 9 Monty: Bruno Zanardo - Rosary 9:30am 

                                              Funeral Mass 10:00am 

 

Tue 10 Eltham: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

(Trish) 9:15am 

 Monty: Mass 9:15am 

 Eltham: Edward Mapperson - Funeral 11:00am 

 

Wed 11 Eltham: Mass 9:15am 

 Monty: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 9:15am 

 

Thu 12 Eltham: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

(Barbara) 9:15am 

 Monty: Mass 9:15am 

 Eltham: Prayer Shawl, Gathering Area 7:30pm 

 

Fri 13 Eltham: Grade 1/2LClass Mass 9:15am 

 Monty: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 9:15am 

 Monty: Liturgy Team Meeting, Parish House 10:00am 

 

Sat 14 Eltham: Mass 6:00pm 

 Monty: Mass 6:00pm 

 

Sun 15 Social Services Sunday 

 Monty: Mass 8:30am 

 Eltham: Mass 9:30am 

 Monty: Mass, Children’s Liturgy of the Word 10:30am 

 

Tue 17 Eltham: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

(Peter) 9:15am 

 Monty: Mass 9:15am 

 Eltham: Prayer Shawl, Gathering Area 11:00am 

 Monty: Social Justice Meeting, Parish House 8:00pm 

 

Wed 18 Eltham: Mass 9:15am 

 Monty: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 9:15am 

 Monty: Small Church Community 1:00pm 

 Baptism Prep Meeting, Monty Parish House 8:00pm 

 

Thu 19 Monty: Mass 9:15am 

 Eltham: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

(Vicki) 9:15am 

 

Fri 20 Eltham: Mass 9:15am 

 Monty: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 9:15am 

SFX Passionist Family Groups’ 
Activities for September 2019 

WHY NOT JOIN IN? 
8 Sep Cassidy: Brunch at Henry Barkly Park 
 - Heidelberg 
 Egan: Picnic at Maranoa Gardens - Balwyn 
11 Sep Lanigan: National Gallery Victor ia followed by lunch 
20 Sep Wood: Record Night at a member’s home 
21 Sep Heagerty: Pizza Night at a member’s home. 

If you would like to join one of the planned activities, if you are 
interested in learning more about Family Groups OR if you 
would like to join a family Group, please call 
Joan & David Muller (9438 2748). 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Holy Cross Centre, Templestowe. 

Join us for 1-7 days for a chance to rest and reflect.  

Spiritual directors: Marlene Marburg & Bernadette Miles 

Cost: $1390 for the full retreat, 0r $199 per day (includes 
accommodation, all meals and daily spiritual direction) 

The silent directed retreat is a privileged time when we 
can tune out the noise and distractions of our regular 
routines in order to more intentionally focus on our 
relationship with God. We offer you a beautiful 
environment, silence and daily spiritual direction in which 
you can rest and reconnect to the source of life. 

Bookings closing soon! 

 

 

 

 

to all the volunteer workers and food donors who 
contributed to the wonderful after-funeral hospitality for 
Bernie Kelly last Thursday at SFX.  The generosity of this 
parish could go in the Guinness Book of Records! 
 Frances Toscano 

 

 

This weekend, the Catholic Church in Australia marks 
Child Protection Sunday, on which we pray for those who 
have been abused, their families and supporters.  We 
recognise the harm done by priests, religious and lay 
people in Church settings.  We recommit to practices that 
support survivors and make the Catholic Church and its 
ministries the safest possible place for children and 
vulnerable adults. 
You can find out more about the Church’s work in this 
area at:  www.catholic.org.au/responseandprevention 
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L A T E  M I G R A T I O N S  
Jesus says that if we follow him, the cross, pain, will find us. 
That message is chronically misunderstood.  Maybe we would understand it better if Jesus had worded it this way: The more 
sensitive you become, the more pain will seep into your life.  We catch the connection then.  Sensitive person suffer more deeply, just 
as they also drink in more deeply the joys and beauties of life.  Pain enters them more deeply for the same reason that meaning does.  
They’re open to it.  The calloused (by definition) are spared of both, deep pain and deep joy. 
With this as a backdrop I would like to introduce readers to a new book by Margaret Renkl, Late Migrations – A Natural History of 
Love and Loss. 
This book manifests a rare sensitivity. Some people are gifted intellectually, others artistically, others romantically, and still others 
emotionally. Renkl is gifted with all of these; particularly with an emotional intelligence which she combines with the refined 
aesthetics of an artist and then further combines those two with the skill of a gifted, natural writer. It makes for a good 
package.  Content is only part of the gift of this book. Beyond its message, it’s a great piece of writing and a nice piece of art as 
well. 
It’s also a book about faith, though Renkl does not express this very explicitly. She writes primarily as a naturalist, an urban Pilgrim 
at Tinker Creek, someone who admires nature, spends a lot of time with it, understands well its prodigal character and its innate 
cruelties, and understands too how those cruelties (where, within nature, life can seem cheap and easily taken) are connected to the 
deepest forces undergirding all life, including our own. She shares a certain complexity of character with the great paleontologist, 
mystic, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, who was fond of saying that he was born with two incurable loves, a natural love of the pagan 
world and all its beauties and an equally strong love for the mystical, the other world, that is, the God behind this world. However, 
unlike Teilhard who is very explicit about his sense of God and the centrality of faith, Renkl’s faith is more inchoate, though clearly 
manifest in her understanding of nature and in how she intuits the finger of God working inside the stories she shares. 
The book is a compilation of short essays, alternating between wonderfully aesthetic descriptions of the life of the birds she feeds 
and the gardens she tends to equally sensitive descriptions of her own life and that of her family, particularly in terms of loss and 
grief as inextricably intertwined with love. A few examples: 
On our shortcomings in life: “Human beings are creatures made for joy. Against all evidence, we tell ourselves that grief and 
loneliness and despair are tragedies, unwelcome variations from the pleasure and calm and safety that in the right way of the world 
would form the firm ground of our being.” 
On the lessons to be learned from observing nature: “Every day the world is teaching me what I need to know to be in the world.” 
On how sentimentality makes for a one-sided compassion: “The story of one drowned Syrian boy washed up in the surf keeps us 
awake at night with grief. The story of four million refugees streaming out of Syria seems more like a math problem.” 
On nature’s beauty and its cruelty: “Inside the nest box, the baby birds are safe from the hawks, sheltered from the wind, protected 
from the sharp eye of the crow and the terrible tongue of the red-bellied woodpecker. [But …] Inside the nest box, the baby birds are 
powerless, vulnerable to the fury of the pitched summer sun, of the house sparrow’s beak. Bounded on all sides by their sheltering 
home, they are a meal the rat snake eats at its leisure.” 
On taking care of our aging loved ones until they die: “The end of caregiving is freedom. The end of caregiving is [also] grief.” 
On responding to a woman who insinuated that she, Renkl, was a coward because she much feared the loss of loved ones: “It 
occurred to me to wonder if she had ever, even once, loved anyone enough to fear the possibility of loss, but that thought was as 
ugly as her own, and in any case she was not wrong.” 
Richard Rohr suggests that we are forever dealing with the twin truths of great suffering and great love. During the course of this 
book, Renkl shares how her mother, a woman who could in certain areas of her life exhibit extraordinary energy and zest, would 
sometimes suffer through periods of paralyzing depression and how she herself is not immune to that same experience. There’s a 
logic to that since, as Jesus says, sensitive persons drink in things very deeply, both suffering and love and the former can paralyze 
you in grief, even as the latter can give you extraordinary energy and zest. 
This book deserves to be read. Ronald Rolheiser, OMI 

Gospel: Luke 14:25-33 

Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way and he turned and spoke to them.  ‘If any man comes to me without hating 
his father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, yes and his own life too, he cannot be my disciple.  Anyone who does 
not carry his cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 

‘And indeed, which of you here, intending to build a tower, would not first sit down and work out the cost to see if he had 
enough to complete it?  Otherwise, if he laid the foundation and then found himself unable to finish the work, the 
onlookers would all start making fun of him and saying, “here is a man who started to build and was unable to finish.”  
Or again, what king marching to war against another king would not first sit down and consider whether with ten 
thousand men he could stand up to the other who advanced against him with twenty thousand?  If not, then while the 
other king was still a long way off, he would send envoys to sue for peace.  So in the same way, none of you can be my 
disciple unless he gives up all his possessions.’ 


