
 PARISH BULLETIN 

Our Lady Help of Christians 
 

Member of the Diamond Valley Deanery 

 

Parish Information 
Parish:   4 Henry Street, Eltham 

House:   P.O. Box 310, Eltham 

Phone:   9439 9206    Fax: 9431 3755 

 

Liturgy Schedule 
 

Weekend Masses   

Saturday    6.00pm 

Sunday     9.00am, 11.00am 
 

Communion Services 

Tues -  Fri   9.15am 
 

Reconciliation 

Saturday   9:30am 
 

Parish Team 

Parish Priest: Fr. Kevin Burke  

Parish Worker - Gina Ang 

(Tues & Wed 9.00am-3.30pm) 
Parish Secretary:  

Angela Vines - (Mon/Wed 9.00am-3.30pm) 
Vicki Jordan - (Fri 9.00am-3.30pm) 
 

email: olhc@alphalink.com.au 

web site: www.olhc.info 

 

School Team 

School Principal: Chris Ray 

School Secretary: Liz Cox 

R.E.C.: Marguerite Jones 

School:   1-13 Henry Street. Eltham  

Phone:   9439 7824                    

email: school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au        

Website:  olhceltham.catholic.edu.au  

 

 

Diamond Valley Deanery  

email: drcdvd@optusnet.com.au 

website: diamondvalleydeanery.org.au 

Sunday, 15 Sep 2013: Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C 

Parish Vision Statement 

A loving parish,  

centred in Christ, 

that is welcoming,  

inclusive and connected, 

and relevant to the needs  

of our world. 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading Ex 32:7-11, 13-14 Moses 
intercedes for Israel and diverts the wrath 

of God. 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 50:3-4. 12-13. 17. 

19. R. Lk 15:18 
Second Reading 1 Tm 1:12-17 The mercy 

Paul has received is a sign for all. 
Gospel Acclamation 2 Cor 5:19 

Gospel Lk 15:1-32  Parable of the prodigal 

son. Lk 15:1-10 

Next Week’s Readings 

First Reading Am 8:4-7 The Lord will forget 
nothing that the wicked do. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 112:1-2. 4-8. R. see 
vv.1. 7 

Second Reading 1 Tm 2:1-8 Pray often, 
free of anger and dissension. 

Gospel Acclamation 2 Cor 8:9 
Gospel Lk 16:1-13 Parable of the wise 

manager. Lk 16:10-13 

GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good 

will. 
We praise you, 

we bless you, 

we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God,  

almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  

Father, you take away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us; you take away 

the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; you are seated at the 

right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the 
glory of God the Father. Amen.  

APOSTLES CREED 

We believe in God, 
the Father  

almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, and in  

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under  
Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 
on the third day he rose from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father  

almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

OPENING PRAYER 

We ask you Heavenly Father, to look kindly upon us that we may experience the effects of 

your compassion as we are renewed to serve you wholeheartedly. 

We make this prayer through Christ, Our Lord. Amen. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

I will rise and go to my father. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia!   

God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself;  

and the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted to us. 

Alleluia! 
 

PRAYER AFTER  COMMUNION 

May the energy and power of your sacred gifts, Lord, so influence our minds and spirit that 

their effects motivate us to become your faithful servants. 

We make this prayer through Christ, Our Lord. Amen  
 



VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY ASSISTING REFUGEE STUDENTS 
Mercy Connect Project Melbourne - Mercy Works Ltd. is  
currently recruiting volunteers to support Refugee Students in 

their educational transitions in Secondary and Primary Schools 
in the Melbourne Archdiocese. The volunteer commitment is 

approximately half a day per week for four school terms.  
Experience working in an educational setting is required.  

Retired, casual and part-time teachers along with student 
teachers are encouraged to apply. A training program will be 

conducted in early 2014. 

Contact: Sr. Mary Lewis rsm 9326 1895/somml@bigpond.com   
Website: www.mercyworks.org.au 

See notice-board for more information. 
 

 

PETITION TO POPE FRANCIS “END SEXUAL ABUSE - FOR 

GOOD” 
Retired Bishop Geoffrey Robinson, with the support of two  
other retired Bishops Pat Power and Bill Morris, invites us to 

sign a petition to be forwarded to Pope Francis; it calls on him  
to put His/God’s house in order for all time. He recently  

published a book called ‘For Christ’s sake: End sexual abuse in 
the Catholic Church ...for good”.  The petition with explanatory 

notes is available in the gathering area. The petition can be 
signed at: http://www.change.org/en-AU/petitions/pope-francis-

the-vatican-for-christ-s-sake-stop-sexual-abuse-for-good  

 

 
“MAKE A NOISE” 
Pope Francis has made many short, sharp statements such 

as “Make a noise and a mess/ a fuss”; “Fish for God in the 

deep waters of His mystery”; “Shake up the status quo”. 
Help yourself to the sheet with these and many more  

colourful quotes. 
Also on the table in the gathering area are 

Leaflet headed “The Parish Community is … a Smile 

on the Face of God” 

A page entitled “The Mission of the Church” 

Two pages with “Ten Signs of a Vibrant Parish” 

 
 

FR KEVIN AWAY SEPTEMBER 16-26 
On Monday , September 16, Fr Kevin is heading north for a 

short holiday, returning to the parish on Thursday evening, 
September 26.  Fr Anthony Walsh, a Dominican, will be saying 

Masses next weekend. 

 
STUDY TOUR OF THE BIBLICAL LANDS  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Healing Mass will be celebrated on Thursday 19th 
September at Churinga, 108-130 Diamond Creek Rd, 
Nth Greensborough (near the roundabout) commenc-
ing at 8pm with Praise & Worship & followed by sup-
per.  All very welcome.   
Enquiries: Emilia 9435 7475.  

TRUTH JUSTICE AND HEALING COUNCIL  
The Truth Justice and Healing Council has been established by 
Catholic Church leaders to coordinate the churchs’ engage-

ment with the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses 
to Child Sex Abuse.  

The Church fully supports the work of the Royal Commission 
and encourages people who have been abused to tell their 

stories. 
For more information visit the Council’s website: 

www.tjhcouncil.org.au or call 02 6234 0902. 

For more information on the Royal Commission visit  
http://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au 

or free call 1800 099 340. 
 

CAROLINE CHISHOLM CENTRE FOR HEALTH ETHICS offers a 

one day conference “Talking about End of Life: Bioethics and 

Palliative Care” 

When: Thursday October 3 9.00am-4.30pm 
Where: Mary Aikenhead Conference Centre, St Vincent’s  

Hospital, 27 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy 
Registration: closes Sep 26. Cost: $165.00  

Leaflets are available in the gathering area. 
 

FOR YOUR DIARY 
The Parish Support Group are sponsoring a forum on Sunday 

October 27 from 12 noon to 1.00pm. Members of the P.S.G. 

advise Fr Kevin on major issues in our parish and help with 
planning for future directions. We invite parishioners to  

suggest some big ideas for the parish for the next five years. 
 

COLLECTION TODAY - CATHOLICCARE 
Today we have the annual appeal for CatholicCare which  

offers a wide range of support services and community  
programs. CatholicCare has a long tradition of service and 

advocacy for the most vulnerable members in our community. 

Please give generously - envelopes available. Brochures are 
available on the table. 

 

The CAMPION CENTRE OF IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY in Studley 

Park Rd, Kew offers various retreat programs: 

My Relationship with God 
Fri Oct 4 (7.30pm) - Sun Oct 6 (3pm) $230.00 (live-in) 
To deepen your relationship with God, we offer you silence, a 

spiritual direction and ample time for prayer and reflection. No 
input or group work - just silence and guidance.  

God’s self-revelation in creation 
Fri Oct 18 (7.30pm) - Sun Oct 20 (3pm) $230.00 (live-in) 
Take time to pray and explore the mystery we call God within 

the context of the universe story. An opportunity to situate 
ourselves in the unfolding nature of creation and God’s self 

revelation through this amazing story. 

Women’s Spirituality retreat 
Fri Oct 25 (7.30pm) - Sun Oct 27 (3pm) $230.00 (live-in) 
Have you reached a plateau in your life? Where do you go 

from here? This weekend for women will honour and celebrate 
your life so far and will seek to find meaning in the next part 

of your journey. We will draw from the stories of women in 
scripture as we reflect on our own lives and discern where 

God might be leading us. 

 
 

DIAMOND VALLEY DEANERY 2013 RETREAT  
All are invited to the Diamond Valley Deanery 2013 Retreat - A 

day of quiet reflection on the theme "All Shall Be Well" - God's 
Care in the writings of Julian of Norwich led by Janette 

Bredenoord on Saturday 12 October from 10 am to 3 pm in 
the Gecco Community Centre, St Martin of Tours Parish (5 Silk 

Street, Rosanna). BYO lunch. Tea, coffee and biscuits  
provided. Any queries, contact Susan Kempen on 9435 1543. 

Catholic Theological College 

mid-November – mid-December 2014 
Jordan, Israel, Palestinian Territories, Turkey and 

Greece. 
Tour Leaders:  Rev Anthony Dean cm & 

  Dr Rosemary Canavan. 
 

Information Session: 
Friday 18 October 7.00pm 

RSVP & further information:  

Jenny Delahunt Phone: 9412 3314 
Email: jenny.delahunt@ctc.edu.au 

http://www.change.org/en-AU/petitions/pope-francis-the-vatican-for-christ-s-sake-stop-sexual-abuse-for-good
http://www.change.org/en-AU/petitions/pope-francis-the-vatican-for-christ-s-sake-stop-sexual-abuse-for-good


MALAWI GROUP NEWS 
The Group wish to sincerely thank those that at-
tended the Eltham Little Theatre presentation of 

“Arms and the Man” last Saturday evening.   
Thankfully we did manage to make a profit of $248 

on the event and this was further boosted by $65 
worth of generous donations from supporters who were una-

ble to attend on the night. 
We do look forward to a very good result from the general 

community as the Group run the Bunning’s BBQ on Sunday of 

this weekend so say a little prayer for a fine sunny day to get 
all the home handymen out. 

 

YOUTH GATHERING - ST MARTIN OF TOURS 
For Secondary and Tertiary students and young workers 
When: Sat Oct 19, 4.30pm 

4.30pm: Nibbles & drinks 

5:00pm: Reflection NET Team 
5:30pm: Q & A Time Fr. Dan Harding 

6:00pm: Mass Fr. Michael 
7:00pm: BBQ - Sausages (Music & Singing) 

8:00pm: Conclusion 
RSVP: Oct 11 (9457 1275/maria.bui@cam.org.au) 

See flyer on noticeboard  
 

Families of children of primary school age seeking to 

be baptized are asked to contact Fr Kevin, or speak to 
Marlis Dopheide who is offering a 4 week course for 

child and parent, possibly starting in October. 
 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 
A bishop in a rural diocese was explaining to the confirmation 

class how he was the shepherd of the flock. Given that many 
of the children came from large sheep farms he 

decided to draw on today’s Gospel as an analogy 

for his pastoral leadership. ‘I care for all of you 
like the Good Shepherd,’ he said. The students 

seemed consoled. Warming up, the bishop con-
tinued, ‘For instance, what would your fathers 

do if he lost one of his sheep?’ The class was 
silent. The bishop asked again. The students 

were confused. The bishop got personal, 
‘Michael what would your Dad do?’ ‘Seeing we’ve 

42,000 of them, bishop, he’d let the stupid blighter go!’ 

Sometimes the power of the Gospel needs a little help to  
become inculturated! If the bishop had done his homework 

and asked Michael about 420 missing sheep he would’ve got 
the answer he was after! 

The Exodus reading and the Gospel from Luke could not pro-
vide a greater contrast in the images of God they present. 

Thank goodness we are children of the new covenant, inti-
mates of the Good Shepherd. 

The Lord in Exodus, by contrast, is vengeful; his destructive 

anger only changes because of Moses’ intercession. The idea 
that God ‘gets us’ through disasters, illness, misfortune and 

hardship is, tragically, still potent in Christian faith. No matter 
how often the Church teaches us, for example, that HIV/AIDS 

has not been sent as a curse by God on gay men, or that non
-Christians are not punished for their beliefs through war and 

famine or that God does not send small accidents and sick-
nesses because God knows we need a rest, we can find this 

erroneous thinking is alive and well. At its worst it drives peo-

ple away from the Good Shepherd who knows each of us by 
name, who will go to ridiculous lengths and risk everything to 

go after us and welcome us home. 
There is a huge difference between God permitting evil in the 

world and God perpetrating such acts. We do not believe that 
God, the summit and source of love, rains down evil upon the 

world. Whatever of the many and wonderfully varied images 

of God in the Old Testament, the Israelites had a developed 

belief in God’s vengeance. Jesus, however, spoke more of 
God’s justice and compassion. 

And even as intimate and loving as the Good Shepherd  
metaphor is, Jesus is clear about our freedom to choose be-

tween life in Him and the path which draws us away. None of 

us is coerced into the flock. We are not God’s victims. We 
know and hear the voice of the one who loves us most and 

are drawn to him, and can make a return every time we stray. 
May this Eucharist, then, enable us to let go of any residual 

belief that God is out to get us. May it sharpen our hearing to 
his call and help us to delight in his embrace. And may it  

embolden us to be good shepherds to those we love so that 
we might risk everything, in his name, to be foolishly loving 

and compassionate to all we claim as our own. 

 
© Richard Leonard SJ 

 

GOSPEL FOCUS – WHO IS A SINNER?  
The Jews at the time of Jesus had a particular view of sin and 
its consequences. Because of the multiple rules of purity and 

proper behaviour, it was almost impossible for an average 
person not to commit a sin at some time and sin was seen as 

making one impure. Sacrifice, worship and even baptism were 

means of restoring purity and removing sin. However, sin that 
was not acknowledged and rectified quickly would be  

punished by God. Those who suffered chronic illness,  
impairment or deformity were seen as being punished by God 

for their own or their parents’ sin and Jesus challenged this  
interpretation. 

© Greg Sunter 
 

 

Dear God,  
Help me when I turn away from you. 

You always call me back, 
Help me to listen to your voice. 

Give me the strength to forgive as you forgive. 
Amen 

LIBRARY NEWS - September  
Because ‘change’ is imperative for a fully  
alive church, and because change happens 

at grass roots (us) level, Bishop Robinson’s 
books will remain on the top shelf for  

September.  
 

For Christ’s Sake 

Confronting Power & Sex in the Catholic Church  

Love’s Urgent Longing    

 

Memo: Those who borrow them please return ASAP.   
 

Trish 

 
BAPTISM WELCOME 

This weekend we welcome to our 
parish community 

Noah  
Son of 

Elicia and Kerrin Duczmal 

& 
Harrison 

Son of  
Leanne and Jared MacLeod 

who celebrate the sacrament of baptism this Sunday. 



PARISH SCHEDULE 
Baptisms 
On 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month at 12:15pm. 
6 weeks notice required. Baptism preparation held last Saturday 
of the month at 10:00am.  
On the 4th Sunday of each month Baptism candidates are 
welcomed during Mass. 
 

ST. Vincent  de Paul Piety Stall Open During W/end Masses - 

Donations for next week:  
Breakfast cereals, biscuits, cake mixes, spreads – jams, honey, 
peanut butter, vegemite. Sugar, tea, coffee etc. 
 

Altar Society     
September 14/15  B. Morganti, L. Dunell 
September 21/22  G. Milwain, V. Hall, A. Rough 
 

Counters     
September 15   T. Johnson, J. Joss 
September 22   Kyoong Family 
 
Pilgrim Rosary Statue  
September 15   Rigg Family 
September 22   Scannell Family 
 
Caring Group Co-Ordinators 
Jayne Britton    9431 2667 
Barbara Bibby   9439 8594 
 

Sunday Morning Tea      
September 15    9.00am  T. & C. Taylor 
     11.00am  C. Ritchie 
September 22   9.00am  T. & J. Joss 
     11.00am  C. Lewin 

 

 

 

 

All meetings in Gathering Area unless  otherwise specified  
 

Meditation: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 5.30pm;               

            Wednesday: 6.30pm -  All welcome 
Stations of the Cross: Friday: 8.45am   

Adoration: First Friday of the month 7-8pm 
 

 

 

September 2013 

Mon Sep 16 -       
Thurs Sep 26 

W/E Sep 28/29 Social Justice Weekend 

 

LITURGY ROSTER 

 COMMENTATOR LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

September 15 - 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

6.00pm V. Jordan P. Stewart C. Porter, P. Crowle, M. Hadley 

9.00am G. Scully C. Zanatta M. Dopheide, M. Snipe, P. Shea, 2 volunteers needed 

11.00am P. Reardon C. Zavadil J. McGinty, M. McGinty, J. Spataro, 2 volunteers needed 

September 22 - 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

6.00pm L. Furtado D. Zylstra J. Gaspersz, K. Gaspersz, N. Gaspersz 

9.00am J. Bylsma M. Armstrong A. Stevens, J. Stevens, F. Zylstra, 2 volunteers needed 

11.00am J. Dunell W. Zavadil K. Reardon, L. Dunell, M. Goss, 2 volunteers needed 

Fr Kevin away  

PRAYERS PLEASE 

We pray that those who have died recently 
and those whose anniversaries occur at this 

time will enjoy God’s loving presence. 
 
Recent Deaths 

Gregor McLeod (6 years old) 

Peter Hunt 

 

We also remember those who are sick and in need of care. 

Philomena Harding 

Gordon Pearce 

Fathers Barry Caldwell and Ted Teal, recovering from 

surgery. 

Something for the children 


