
 PARISH BULLETIN 

Our Lady Help of Christians 
Member of the Diamond Valley Deanery  

Sunday, 12thMay, 2019  -  Fourth Sunday of Easter -  Year C 

Parish Vision Statement 
 

A loving parish, 

centred in Christ, 

that is welcoming, 

inclusive and connected, 

and relevant to the needs 

of our world. 

Parish Information 

Parish: 4 Henry Street, Eltham 

House: P.O. Box 310, Eltham 

Phone: 9439 9206 

Fax: 9431 3755 
 

Liturgy Schedule 
 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday   6.00pm 
Sunday 9.30am 
 

Weekday Mass 
Tues -  Fri 9.15am 
    
 

Parish Team 
Parish Priest: Fr. Kevin Burke  
Pastoral Worker: Gina Ang 
(Tues, Wed & Thu 9.00am - 3.30pm) 
Parish Secretary: Vicki Jordan 
(Mon & Tue: 10am - 3.30pm 
Wed: 11am - 1pm) 
Kate Kogler 
(Thu/Fri: 9.15am - 1pm) 
email: olhc@alphalink.com.au 
web site: www.olhc.info 
 

School Team 
School Principal: Chris Ray 
School Secretary: Liz Cox 
(Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri) 
School Secretary: Loretta Marazzato 
(Tues) 
R.E.C.: Marguerite Jones 
School: 1-13 Henry Street. Eltham 
Phone: 9439 7824 
email:school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 
Website: olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 
 

Diamond Valley Deanery  
email: drcdvd@optusnet.com.au 
website: diamondvalleydeanery.org.au 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading                    Acts 13:14, 43-52 

Paul and Barnabas are expelled from Antioch. 
Responsorial Psalm         Ps 99:1-3. 5. R. v.3 

We are his people, the sheep of his flock. 

 Second Reading                       Rv 7:9, 14-17 

John sees people of every race before the 
throne. 

Gospel Acclamation                        Jn 10:14 

Gospel                                         Jn 10:27-30 

The gift of eternal life 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

 First Reading                          Acts 14:21-27 

Paul and Barnabas journey extensivelyRe-
sponsorial Psalm    Ps 144:8-13. R. cf. v.1 

I will praise your name for ever, my king 
and my God. 

Second Reading                              Rv 21:1-5 

John sees a new Jerusalem. 

Gospel Acclamation                        Jn 13:34 

Gospel                                       Jn 13:31-35 

Jesus issues a new commandment, love one 
another. 

GLORIA 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God,  
almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

APOSTLES CREED 
We believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
on the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; 
from there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

We pray for those who are sick 
and in need of care. 

 
Alan Bradley 
Teresa Revitt 

Derek Warman 
Ryan Laurey 

 
We pray for the 

recently departed. 
 

We pray for those whose 
anniversaries fall at this time 

especially  
Vera Fletcher,  

Paola & Abramo Pesaresi 

RESPONSORIAL 
PSALM 

 
We are his people, 

the sheep of his 
flock. 

 
GOSPEL 

ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia 
I am the good 

shepherd, says the 
Lord; I know my 

sheep and my 
sheep know me 

     Alleluia 



The Eltham Refugee Support Network is looking for 
men in the community to help out in organising 
games (cards, chess, etc) and a cuppa for Refugees 
(men’s group).  If you are interested, even on a one-
off basis, please put your name and contact details on 
the Sign Up Sheet in the Gathering Area.  For further 
details, please contact Gina Ang, 9439 9206 or 
gina.ang@cam.org.au. 

  
 Vinnies Food Appeal 

The Eltham St Vinnies food reserves are almost exhausted 
due to high demands for assistance.  We seek your help to 
provide us with basic foodstuffs.  In particular, we are very 
low in pasta, pasta sauce, long-life milk, tins of fruit & 
vegetables, breakfast cereal, tea, coffee, sugar and tins 
of baked beans.  If you can help us, please be aware 
that we cannot use goods that are past the USE BY date or 
BEST BEFORE date. 
Thank you for your generosity in the past. 

        

Catholic bishops’ federal election statement.  
The bishops call for respect in public debate, share 
Catholic social teaching and detail some key issues to 
reflect on before you vote. “Politics in service of peace: 
a statement by the Catholic bishops of Australia for the 
2019 federal election” can be found at 
www.catholic.org.au  
 
The COUNT has begun: Once again we’ve been asked to count 
the number of people at Mass over the four weekends of May. 
 
SPACE, RUMOUR AND HOSPITALITY 
Monday 13 May, 7.30pm 
Philippa Brazill Lecture Theatre, Australian Catholic 
University  
A public lecture by John Bell, Scottish theologian, musician, 
hymn writer, pastor and poet. This lecture will explore the 
importance of space, hospitality and rumour in the liturgical life 
of Christian communities.  
Bookings: https://www.trybooking.com/bayhu 

Download flyer: https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Portals/0/
Space%20Rumour%20Hospitality%20flyer.pdf 
 
 

CHAPLAINCY SUNDAY - THERE WILL BE A 
COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND MAY 11/12  
  
For all who are sick, do not lose hope, especially when your 
suffering is at its worst. Christ is near you. 
 – Pope Francis 
The Melbourne Catholic Archbishop’s Charitable Fund will 
conduct its annual Chaplaincy Sunday Appeal in parishes to 
support the vital work of Catholic chaplains in hospitals, prisons 
and youth detention centres and in support of seafarers.  This 
year the focus will be on healthcare chaplaincy. Parishioners are 
encouraged to offer prayers and a financial donation to help 
provide continued spiritual and emotional comfort to families 
facing illness, pain, grief and death. Please give generously to 
this appeal. 
Enquiries: Office of Philanthropy on 9926 5731or  
OfficeofPhilanthropy@cam.org.au 
 
 

Come and join us in celebrating the first Mass by Candlelight 
for 2019.  Please note new location: St Thomas the Apostle 
Church, 251 Diamond Creek Rd, Nth Greensborough, Thursday, 
16th May.  Celebrated in the spirit of Taize`, Mass will 
commence at 8pm, following a time of quiet reflection.   For all 
enquiries, please contact Rose 9434 3962 or Sandra 9434 7553. 

Parish Gift for Father Kevin’s Retirement 
At the weekend masses on the 19 and 20 May when Fr Kevin 
will be on a brief holiday, there will be an opportunity for 
parishioners to make a financial  contribution towards a gift from 
the parish in appreciation for Father’s  dedicated commitment to 
the parish over 11 plus years.  
Any parishioner who will not be attending mass next weekend 
and who would like to contribute can do so by contacting Gina,  
or any member of the Parish Support Group namely Greg 
Northrop, Jennie O’Dell, Judy Austin, Peter Rigg or Mark 
Noonan, or hand in to the parish office to one of the secretaries, 
marked ‘Parish gift’. 
 
Parish Support Group  

 
  
 
 
 

Fr Kevin’s Farewell Mass will be on Sunday, 26th 
May at 2.30pm. 
 
Southern Stars Social Club Over 28’s Party Night 
for Single Catholics in 28 and 60 age group 
Sunday May 25 - 8:00pm 
Location: Benedict House at St Benedict’s Parish 301 Warrigal 
Rd Burwood.  Melways Map 61H6 
Cost: $13 includes lucky door prizes and supper 
Enquiries: Peter 9885 2167 
 
 

This weekend Fr Kevin and Fr Michael Sierakowski will 
team up to concelebrate both Masses. Fr Kevin will be 
away next weekend. Fr Michael has been appointed as 
Moderator of Eltham parish as of Wednesday May 29, the 
day of Fr Kevin’s retirement as Parish Priest. Michael is 
already moderator of Montmorency parish. Beginning May 
29 Fr Michael and Fr Terry Kean will team up to pastor 
and administer Eltham and Montmorency parishes with Fr 
Michael ultimately responsible and Fr Terry as his 
colleague and co-worker. A dream outcome for two 
energetic and welcoming parish communities. 
 

We Wish a Happy and Blessed Mother’s Day to all 
Mothers. 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
IN CONVERSATION WITH THE TRINITY OF LOVE 
WITH ELIZABETH DELBRIDGE 
Friday 31 May, 7pm - Sunday 2 June, 3pm 

We will use reflective collage as a devotional practice, as a way 
to respond to God. 
No experience is necessary on the page. Treat it like an 
experiment - trust the process and let it unfold. 
How might we engage in prayerful conversation witht eh Holy 
Three using images that emerge from and enhance our prayers? 
Cost: live-in $290, live-out $190  

Bookings: secretary@campion.asn.au or (03) 9854 8110  

Download Flyer: https://bit.ly/2VRVBEg 

 

 

mailto:gina.ang@cam.org.au
http://www.catholic.org.au
https://www.trybooking.com/bayhu
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Portals/0/Space%20Rumour%20Hospitality%20flyer.pdf
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Portals/0/Space%20Rumour%20Hospitality%20flyer.pdf
mailto:OfficeofPhilanthropy@cam.org.au
mailto:secretary@campion.asn.au


Book of the Month : MAY 

 

Thomas Merton’s 1st book explores his faith journey: 
The Seven Storey Mountain. 

It’s an interesting exercise to follow that journey through 
to some of his latest books. 

It shows us how much our church has evolved over the 
last 20+ years and reminds us it continues to evolve, as 
indeed, we do personally. 

Homily by Richard Leonard SJ 

The passages from the Gospels where Jesus likens us to being 
sheep leave me a bit cold. I think I must lose something in the 
translation from first century Palestine to today. Most of the 
sheep I have ever watched may well be cute, in a woolly sort of 
way, but they are anxious creatures often running in packs in 
every direction, are notoriously stupid and difficult to manage or 
direct. On second thoughts maybe the analogy is not so bad after 
all! We, the people of God, can certainly be an anxious lot, a bit 
slow on the uptake and difficult to lead. It also true, however, 
that sheep are incredibly useful and adaptable animals. Think 
about all the places they have been taken throughout the world. 
They thrive. With all due respect to the vegans, vegetarians and 
animal liberationists here today, think about the multiple ways 
they have served humanity.  

The point of the shepherd analogy in the Gospels, of course, is 
about the importance of intimacy. A sheep in those days is 
similar to the central role some domestic cats and dogs have in 
our homes. They are members of the family. Shepherds in Jesus’ 
day belonged to nomadic tribes that moved with their small 
flock throughout Israel. Every sheep mattered. Every sheep had 
a name. In an agrarian society every sheep was a vital economic 
unit. To lose one caused trouble not only to the individual, but 
also to the tribe. To lose a flock was financial ruin for a 
generation. As a result when Jesus invokes the image of the 
shepherd he draws attention to the intimate knowledge and care 
the shepherd has of them.  

In today's Gospel Jesus tells us that we follow him, not because 
we are too dumb to know otherwise, or because we are anxious 
or fearful of our alternatives, but because we know his voice, we 
know him, he knows our name. We follow Jesus’ lead for no 
other reason than throughout our life we have come to trust him 
and to rely on the intimacy of our relationship with him. In 
return he protects us and makes sure no one can steal us from his 
flock.  

The possibility of being stolen away from the Christian family is 
a real one. We know many people who, for a variety of reasons, 
have left the fold and been seduced into pursuing other leads. 
Whereas every Sunday we affirm that we cannot find a better 
way to live than following the Way, the Truth and the Life 
which is Christ present here and now. No one can suggest it is 
always easy to follow the Gospel and hang in here with one 
another. Jesus was never under any illusions about what 
following his lead may cost, but he underlines how much we 
need each other to survive in this world.  

In this Eucharist, then, let's steal a few moments to experience 
again the intimate love of the Risen Lord who knows, claims and 

 loves us. May we respond by following his lead by enfolding all 
our world in our care and welcoming all his children into his 
flock. loves us. May we respond by following his lead by 
enfolding all our world in our care and welcoming all his 
children into his flock.  

© Richard Leonard SJ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MALAWI  GROUP 
 
AN EXTREMELY BIG THANK 
YOU TO ALL. 
 
 
 

The Mother’s Day raffle drawn last Sunday was a 
huge success with a total of $486.30 being raised.  
Ticket sales brought in $321.00 while some generous 
donations through the famed JELLY BEAN BOX 
raised a further $165.30. 
 
The lovely prizes prepared by Patricia Croft were won by;- 
Trish DAW &  Father Kevin so we hope they will 
bring lots of happiness to those winners. 
 
Once again, the Group wishes to THANK ALL who 
participated for their continued support for our Sister 
Parish at Saint Kizito’s. 
 

The Chain of Mary Association would  like to 
offer free one decade Chain of Mary Rosary  
booklets. The purpose of the one decade Rosary 
is to encourage more people to pray at least one 
quality decade of the Rosary, each day 
meditating on the mystery of the Rosary. There 
are 20 little booklets each corresponding to one 
decade of the Rosary. People may choose any 
decade. For more information, please visit our 
new website at www.chainofmary.org.au.  

If you would like to order these booklets for your parish/
community, feel free to e-mail us on chainofmary@amnet.net.au. 
Delivery is free of charge.  

May we all unite to the Immaculate Heart of Mary in humility 
and love and pray for the peace of the world and the conversion 
of sinners.  May God bless you, 

http://www.chainofmary.org.au
mailto:chainofmary@amnet.net.au


LITURGY ROSTER 

 COMMENTATOR LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

May 11th & 12th - Fourth Sunday of Easter - Year C 

6.00pm  Vicki Jordan Kathleen Nolan  John Gaspersz, Karen Gaspersz, Natisha Gaspersz 

9.30am  Peter Beckford Tanya Murigan Denice Donnellan, Joan Gilbert, Marian Goss, Greg Northrop, Sharon Northrop 

May 18th & 19th - Fifth Sunday of Easter - Year  C 

 COMMENTATOR LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

6.00pm  Jennie O’Dell  Lionel Furtado  Maureen Scannell, David Scannell 

9.30am   Greg Scully   Wen Zavadil  Miranda Armstrong, Marlis Dopheide, Linda Dunnell, Peter Rigg, Trish STaylor 

PARISH SCHEDULE 
Baptisms 
On 1st Sunday of each month at 11.30am. 
Six weeks notice required. 
Baptism preparation held last Saturday of the month at 10:00am.  
Baptism Welcome held on 1st & 3rd Sunday of each month. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Piety Stall Open During W/end Masses  
breakfast cereals, pasta, pasta sauces, tins of vegetables and 
soups, tea and coffee  
 
Altar Society 
May 11 Gianna Milwain, Vali Hall 
May 18 Carmel Saltalamacchia 
May 25 Volunteer needed 
 
Counters 
May 12 Peter Rigg, Peter Reardon 
May 19 David Scannell, Neil Walker 
May 26 Greg Scully, Lyn & Neil Smith 
 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue 
May 11 Ryan Family 
May 18 Zavadil Family 
May 25 Rough Family 
 

Sunday Morning Tea 
May 12 Scully Family 
May 19 Smith Family  
May 26 Stevens Family 
 
Caring Group Co-Ordinator Gina Ang  9439 9206 

Playgroup Enquiries Loretta  0412 273 794  

 
 
 
 

Stations of the Cross: Friday: 8.45am  (Not Good Friday)  
Adoration: First Friday of the month: 7-8pm 
 

May 
  

Wed 15th 6.00pm Meditation (Gathering Area) 

Sat/Sun May 18th/19th  Fr Michael celebrates Masses 

Fri 24th 9.15am OLHC Fest Day, Mass con-
celebrated with Bishop Terry 
Curtin 

Sunday 26th 2.30pm Fr Kevin’s farewell Mass 

 

 

Holy Days 
 

Tuesday 14th May               St Matthias 

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter - Year C - Sunday, 12 May 2019 
Reflection by Fr Michael Tate 

 
You and I are Gentiles – part of the non-Jewish world. We are the sort of Christians we are, because of St 

Paul. He became the strongest advocate of the grace that the early Christian community should be inclusive 
of all nations and tribes and ethnic groups on the face of the earth. We have not yet realised this potential. 

What riches of intellectual traditions, cultural expressions, and organisational structure are we still to receive 
from the Chinese, the Korean, the Indonesians, the Africans, the Indian Catholics who are part of our ‘Church 

without Borders’? 
How do we maintain unity and identity amongst such diversity? By listening for the voice of the Good Shep-

herd, Our Lord Jesus Christ.  
But it takes a good teacher to help us to hear The Voice in the clamour of life. 

Some of those teachers may be found amongst the Bishops who carry a shepherd’s staff. But at least in my 
experience the best assistant-shepherds have been my parents, and some others.  They have helped me hear 

The Voice assuring me that I will never perish, that I will receive eternal life. 
That is a Voice worth following! We could pause for a moment to get on the same wavelength as the Good 

Shepherd so as to echo His Voice in our lives. 
© Fr Michael Tate 


