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Monty & Eltham 
The Catholic Parishes of 

St Francis Xavier & Our Lady Help of Christians 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ Year A 22 & 23 February 2020 

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people who are the traditional custodians of this land 
and pay respect to the elders past, present and emerging of the Kulin Nation. 

This parish has a commitment to ensuring the safety of children and vulnerable people in our community. 

For more information visit www.sfxmonty.org 

We support the recommendations of the Royal Commission into institutional abuse and pray for all the survivors. 

And so the parish journey begins: 
On Thursday night Terry and I joined with the new ‘Transition Leadership Community’ to begin our journey of linking 
our parishes together. This is a significant time for these two vibrant parishes of St. Francis Xavier & Our Lady Help of 
Christians - and it is historic. At various stages, throughout this year YOU will be invited to join us on this journey and 
actively participate in a process led by Chris Pearson. 

Please allow me to introduce to you the people in this leadership group:  

Christopher McEwen, Peter Reardon, Elisabeth Edwards, Noel Vincent, Michael Rujak, Greg Northrop, 

Adriana Bowd, Guy Toomey, Natalie Bucknell. Mark Noonan, Gina Ang, Beth Krolikowski, Terry Kean, 

Michael Sierakowski, Christopher Pearson. 

Absent: Jayne Clarke, Marguerite Jones, Anthony Mallia, Vinka Heagerty. 

This is a wonderful gathering of people that represent Montmorency & Eltham as leaders and I commend them to you 
for your prayers and support. 

And so the Lenten journey begins: 
This coming Wednesday begins the ancient 100 days! From Ash 
Wednesday to Pentecost Sunday - ‘Fire’ is the symbol that dominates 
these 2 seasons with Lent and Easter-time having as its centre piece 
Holy Week. 

Two Masses will be celebrated this Ash Wednesday to which you 

are all invited. Wednesday Morning 9:15am OLHC Eltham & 

7:30pm SFX Montmorency  

THIS COMING TUESDAY...  

     WAYS TO REDUCE CARBON EMISSIONS 

A. Ralf Thesing, formerly President of the Alterna�ve Technology Associa�on and currently on the boards of 

Environment Victoria and the Macedon Ranges Sustainability Group, will speak on RESIDENTIAL SOLAR PANELS 

and on types of ELECTRIC VEHICLES.  

B. Bryce Gaton, from the Australian Electric Vehicles Associa�on, will advise on NEW & SECONDHAND ELECTRIC 

VEHICLES: Evalua�ng op�ons  

C. Environmental ac�vist, Alan Cuthbertson, will speak briefly on FIVE FURTHER WAYS TO REDUCE EMISSIONS IN THE HOME.  

A PANEL/DISCUSSION SESSION WILL CONSIDER QUESTIONS AND ACTIONS. 

TUESDAY 25th FEBRUARY 2020, 7:30 – 9:30pm  

St Francis Xavier’s Catholic Parish hall, 86 Mayona Rd, Montmorency.   

ALL WELCOME - FREE ENTRY   Enquiries: Gloria Lappin: 6lappin@gmail.com 
(Presented by the St Francis Xavier Social Jus�ce Group) 

This summer’s drama�c weather events and bushfires are highligh�ng the absolutely cri�cal need for all individuals, 

businesses and levels of government to take urgent ac�on to reduce carbon emissions. 



 

2 

OUR PEOPLE & 
OUR CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priests 

Terry Kean - Pastor in Solidum 
 terry.kean@cam.org.au 

Michael Sierakowski - Moderator 

 michael.sierakowski@cam.org.au 

Barry Caldwell 

 

Parish Office 
 86 Mayona Road 

 9435 2178 

 Mon - Fri  9am-3pm 

 montmorency@cam.org.au 

Gina Ang 

 Pastoral Worker & Caring Group Co-Ord 

 gina.ang@cam.org.au 

Beth Krolikowski: Secretary 

 montmorency@cam.org.au 

Kate Kogler: Secretary & Bulletin 

 eltham@cam.org.au 

Peter Williams: Child Safety Officer 
 montmorency.childsafety@cam.org.au 

Website: www.sfxmonty.org 

  www.olhc.info 

Facebook: 
St Francis Xavier Parish Montmorency 

Monty & Eltham Newsletter & Facebook items: 
 eltham@cam.org.au 

 

Schools 

St Francis Xavier Primary School 

Principal:  Mr Philip Cachia:  9435 8474 

principal@sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 

www.sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 

 

Holy Trinity Primary School  

Principal:  Mr Vince Bumpstead:  9431 0888 

principal@htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au 

www.htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au 

 

Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School 

Principal:  Mr Chris Ray:  9439 7824 

school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 

www.olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 

PARISH  TEAMS & INFORMATION 

RECENTLY DECEASED 
St Francis Xavier Community offers its sincere condolences 

to the family and friends of: 

Jan Collins 

Sister in law of Marie & Gerard Wood 
 

our thoughts & prayers are with you at this time. 

Let us pray for all those who have gone 

before us marked with the sign of faith ... 

Montmorency 
For the recently deceased; Jan Collins,  
Aaron Louis Valdez (19 months) (Philippines) 

For those whose anniversaries are at this time: 

Lina Alberti, Antonio Chincarini (Senior), Terry Collins, 

Madge McDonell, Vernon & Ena Rodrigo. 

For those in need of healing, remembering especially: 

Baby Kylie, Sriyani Algama, Nikki Attwood, Justine Best, 

Kristina Brazaitis, Daniel Brewis, Desmond Deehan,  
Renee Eastwood, Debbie Edgley, Marilyn Fairbank,  
Julian Forrester, Gennie Hannon, Samuel Hauser 

(Kyabram), Colleen Hussin, Jim Hussin, Tina Inserra, 

Adrian Jones, Patsy Leed, Pat Longton, Hasti Momeni, 

Therese Moore,Patricia Mulholland, Montagna Mustica, 

Graham Neal,Geoffrey Nyssen, Mercy Ocson, Ron Pfeil, 

Susan Phelan,Andrew Pighin, Terry Said,  
Anthony Salvatore,Mary Salvatore, Maria Schroeders, 

Jeanette Steward,John Tobin, Aldo Viapiana,  
Remi Vulich, Sheryn Zurzolo 

Eltham 
For the recently deceased; 

For those whose anniversaries are at this time; 

For those in need of healing, remembering especially: 

Baby Harriet Banks, Ak Callaghan, Jon D’Cruz, Ruth 

Decker, Fay Dobson, Baby Finley McPartlin, Simone 

Owen, Jo Porter, 
Paul Rushbrook, Rosemary Scully 

To include an anniversary please contact Parish House. 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday, 10:30am  Monty ~ Terry 

1/2 hr prior to any mass said by Michael 

Collections last weekend: 15 & 16 Feb 2020 

Community Thanksgiving Presbytery 

Eltham  $826.00  $549.80 

Montmorency  $1,160.00  $1,197.60 

Please note the above figures are monies banked & 
do not include visa/mastercard or direct debits. 

Thank you so much for your contributions. 
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The Western media’s interpretation of Querida Amazonia, Pope Francis’ response to the crisis in the Amazon region, 
was that he had taken one cautious step back from agreeing to the ordination of married men to the priesthood, and 
two steps back from ordaining women to the diaconate. In fact he closed neither door, but nor did he invite anyone 
through them. 

This emphasis overlooks the fact that the real Amazon crisis is about the depletion of the rainforest and the fate of the 
indigenous peoples who depend on it, not clerical celibacy. This was why he summoned Church leaders from the 
region to Rome last year for a synod to discuss the crisis, and what the Church’s response to it should be. 

Not having enough priests is not the heart of it, though it touches the central question: what shape should the 
Church’s presence among the Amazon people take? Many of them are Catholic and many villages and communities 
have had to devise their own ways of living the Gospel. The priority, as Pope Francis saw it, is to stand with them in 
solidarity, sympathy and support and to work for justice. The whole Church and indeed the whole world must learn to 
see the Amazon’s problems and opportunities as their own. This is of course a profoundly political matter. 

The people who actually live in the Amazon region and draw sustenance from it, whether pagan or Catholic, have a 
distinct and precious Amazonian spirituality. Francis calls the Church to discover how to incorporate this in its own 
spiritual life. He encourages the development of an Amazonian rite, alongside the Latin rite that the missionaries 
brought with them. He is not afraid of allegations of paganism or syncretism. He wants the world to learn to treat the 
beauty and richness of the Amazon region as a sacred gift from God, not a mere resource to be plundered. 

Most of the Catholic communities in the rainforest are led by lay people, and the majority of the leaders are women. 
In the absence of enough priests, should the male leaders be made priests themselves, whether married or not, and the 
women made deacons – thereby imposing on the Amazon an approximation to a Western pattern of parish ministry 
but without the Western pattern of clerical celibacy? Pope Francis suggests another way forward: to recognise and 
authenticate these ministries of leadership, whether by men or women, by some form of ceremonial commissioning 
under a bishop, and perhaps with a new title to describe them. 

This would not be ordination in the classic sense but a form of episcopal authorisation and integration into the 
bishops’ own ministry. This would create what could be seen as a second class of ministry. Or might Pope Francis be 
subtly suggesting that the celebration of the Eucharist – for which a validly ordained priest would still be necessary – 
is not the be-all and end-all of Catholic life and mission? Separating the administration of the Sacraments from the 
exercise of leadership, which have been bound together for centuries, would be a dramatic change of gear. 

Francis has confirmed that debate on priestly celibacy is far from over. Meanwhile a space has been opened up for the 
Church to explore other ways forward, towards which, he says, the Spirit may be pointing.  

20 FEBRUARY 2020, 

Doors to change have been left open 

Lenten Reflections 2019 

Tuesdays	after	morning	mass	(10am),	3	March	to	7	April 

Eltham and Montmorency parishioners are invited to join us for an opportunity of prayer, 

preparation and reflection during lent.  

Each Tuesday after the morning mass we will gather in the St Francis Xavier church for our Lenten 
program “Light from within”. The program is published by Garratt Publishing and written by  
Maeve Louise Heaney.  

You are very welcome to attend all, just one or as many as you can of the gatherings, whatever suits. 

We look forward to welcoming you there and if you would like further information  

please contact the Parish House. 
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The parish community is invited to 
Morning Tea after the 9:30 Mass in 
Eltham on Sunday, 1st March to 

celebrate the  
60th Anniversary  

of the arrival in Australia of  
Frans Zylstra. 

The parish has been an important part of his life for 45 
years and we hope many will join us to mark this 
milestone in his life.   Diane Zylstra. 

 

MALAWI  SUPPORT  GROUP 

Crazy Whist Night 

The Group wish to lodge advance notice for their first 
event of the year, the wonderfully social Crazy Whist 

night. 

It will be held on Saturday 7th 
March in the Church Gathering 
Area commencing at 7:30 pm.  
Cost remains at $10 per head with 
BYO drinks, glasses and a plate to 
share at the Supper Break.  Tea 
and coffee will be provided. 

Tickets will be on sale FOR ONE 

WEEK ONLY after each mass 

on the weekend of 29th Feb / 1st 

March. 

Please note that the “JELLYBEAN BOX” will be out for 
any donations that people may wish to make if unable to 
come along and enjoy this sociable evening.  Please only 
buy a ticket if you will be coming along to participate so 
we know where we are going with numbers otherwise 
drop something in the Jellybean box as you go past. 

We generally look for an even number of people (10 
tables of 4) to play so be sure to get in early when the 
tickets go on sale and join us for this great event in 
support of our sister parish at St Kizito’s.  For any last 
minute bookings, call Barbara or Bernie on 9422-4058. 

 

Eltham News & Events 
 

We are looking for plaques 

which have been in the foyer 

of the church.  Would any 

long-standing parishioners 

know where they might be? 

Please contact Elizabeth 

Warrillow or the Parish 

Office.  Thank you. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 

ANY ITALIAN 

TRAVELLERS? 

 
 
 
 

In September 2019 , a small Italian travel idea began.  A 
group of six Victorians travelled around “off the beaten 
track” places in the Emilia Romagna region, near Modena 
and Bologna. 
This small group tour will take place again in September 
2020.  The tour leader, Bruno Ciancio, was born in 
Echuca but has resided in Italy for thirty years working in 
nursing and management.  His interests in art, food , 
history and culture have led him to show places in the 
north of Italy to visitors over many years on a casual basis 
but now he has formalised his small tour group 
experience.  He finds that a small group travelling in a 
Mercedes min-bus allows great flexibility and the creation 
of a new friendship group.  His son is a chef and provides 
the welcome meal on the first evening.  The tour costs 
about $7,500 for ten days touring including 
accommodation in a local farm stay [agriturismo], meals, 
daily tours and air fares from Melbourne.  His assistant 
tour guide for 2019 will be Montmorency parishioner, 
Frances Toscano.  An information session will be held at 
Frances’ home on Tuesday, 17 March at 10:30am.  Green 
nibbles will be provided to those of Irish ancestry!!! 

Any enquiries or questions can be directed to: 
bruno.ciancio17@gmail.com or ftoscano@netspace.net.au 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

'Spirituality of Human Life Stages', 'Discernment', 
'The Human Experience of God' and other seminars 
and reflection days are soon to begin at Heart of Life 
Centre for Spiritual & Pastoral Formation at its new 
premises in Malvern. For more information and bookings, 
visit www.heartoflife.melbourne or email 
info@heartoflife.melbourne or tel 9890 1101. 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Book Launch: 
Dear Mother Dear Father 
by Bernadette Wallis 

at Catholic Theological College 
on Thursday, 5th March, 5-6pm. 

Montmorency News & Events 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

 

 

 
 

On the lower shelf of the Children’s Book Library, a space 
has been made for you to bring in your books and swap 
them with books for you to read and return at your leisure.  
Plenty of wanted and unwanted books. 

There will be no sign in or sign out sheets required, simply 
a love of books and reading.  This is an initiative of the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry for all to enjoy at Eltham as well as 
Montmorency. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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OLHC & SFX Healing Mass & Lunch 

The first Healing Mass and Caring Group 
Lunch for 2020 is coming up on 
Wednesday, 4th March. 

Mass starts at 11:30am followed by lunch 
in the Parish Hall at Our Lady Help of 
Christians, Eltham. 

All are welcome, please come make a 
friend or be a friend to someone. 

If you know of a neighbour, a friend, who might benefit 
from the lunch and company, please bring them along. 

Please put your names down on the sign-up sheet in the 
Gathering Area to help us with catering. 

RSVP: Sunday, 1st 
March. 

We look forward to 
seeing you! 

**If you wish to 
volunteer and be part of the Caring Group, helping in 
preparation, transport, etc, please contact Gina, 
gina.ang@cam.org.au or 9435 2178. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Sacraments for non Catholic school children 

We, the parishes of Our Lady Help of Chris�ans & St 
Francis Xavier, are star�ng sacrament sessions for First 

Holy Communion, Reconcilia�on and Confirma�on. 

If you, or someone you know, have a child or children in 
Grade 4 and above who may be interested, please fill in 
the form and return to our Parish Office before the due 
date.  For further informa�on, please contact Gina Ang 
on 9435 2178 or gina.ang@cam.org.au 

Enrolment forms for sacraments are on the table in the 
gathering area. 

Bap�sm prepara�on for children 5 and above 

We are star�ng Bap�sm Prepara�on for children 5 and 
above from Thursday, 27th February @ 4.15 pm. It will 
be a 5 week session, preparing for bap�sm at Easter or 
later. 

If you are interested, please contact Gina Ang, 9435 2178 
or gina.ang@cam.org.au 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

St Vincent de Paul – LENT 2020 

Lent commences next Wednesday 26 February. To assist 

parishioners and their families with their prepara�on for the 

Easter, The Montmorency conference of St Vincent de Paul 
(SVdP) have a selec�on of small booklets which may be of 

interest.   Below are some �tles of booklets which may be of 
interest to parishioners and their families to help in their 

prepara�on during Lent. These are just a few of the new �tles: 

• Lent for Busy Catholics 

• 10 Crea�ve Things KIDS can do for Lent 

• Sta�ons of the Cross for Married Couples  

• What does Fas�ng Mean for Me 

• These 40 Days – Understanding the Symbols and 

 Prac�ces of Lent 

Please feel free to browse these and other related booklets 

together with the many other topics of interest. They are 

located in the racks on the pillar in the Gathering Space at SFX 
(between the two entrance doors in the foyer).  We hope you 

enjoy the selec�on.  

A gold coin dona�on in either of the St Vincent de Paul boxes 

at the front or side entrance to the church will help defray 

costs.  

 Are you interested in becoming a volunteer with St Vincent de 

Paul through our conference, perhaps at our Vinnies shop in 

Briar Hill, or is some other administra�ve capacity?  If so please 
contact Mike on 0417 221 245 or the Parish Office.  

Parishioners are reminded that assistance is always promptly 

available to the community by contac�ng 1300 305 330 

between 10am and 3pm weekday.  

Collec�on of quality household goods/furniture can be 

arranged by calling 1800 621 349.  
Dona�ons of clothes and other goods are always welcome at 

the Vinnie’s shop (in Sherbourne Road near Purdy’s furniture 

store). 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

One of our parish dads, Duncan and his son Dom, spent 
some time in Tanzania late last year visiting a school that 
their family have been supporting since 2004 – one of the 
most amazing schools / communities on the planet –  
The School of St Jude. 

The spirit of the school and the international community 
around it is inspiring and beautiful - come and experience 
it for yourself. 

Come and hear St Jude's Australian founder, 
Gemma Sisia talk about her journey and St Judes. 

Supper provided afterwards. 

Date: Monday 16 March 2020 at 7:00pm  

Venue: Our Lady Help of Christians Church, Eltham 
 2 Henry St, Eltham, Vic 3095 

***Please use the trybooking link to book 
we have limited space.*** 

www.trybooking.com/BIDFM 

 

Combined Parish News & Events 
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Eltham 

Saturday 22 February - 6:00pm 

Commentator David Scannell 

Lector Kathleen Nolan 

Eucharistic Ministers David Scannell 

 Maureen Scannell 

 Beverley Gillard 

Sacristan Marianne Hadley 

Sunday 23 February - 9:30am 

Commentator Linda Dunell 

Lector Terry Fanning 

Eucharistic Ministers Hugh Azzopardi 

 Paul Crowle 

 Anne Stevens 

 John Stevens 

 Frans Zylstra 

Sacristan Kathy Reardon 

Altar Society 
Kathy Reardon 
Helen Scully 

Morning Tea Trish & John Joss 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue Stewart Family 

Counters John Joss & Terry Johnson 

Saturday 29 February - 6:00pm 

Commentator Vicki Jordan 

Lector Diane Zylstra 

Eucharistic Ministers Beverley Gillard 

 Marianne Hadley 

 Yvonne Iliffe 

Sacristan Carmel Saltalamacchia 

Sunday 1 March - 9:30am 

Commentator Neil Walker 

Lector Michelle Leahy 

Eucharistic Ministers Sheilah Arneson 

 Greg Scully 

 Helen Scully 

 Claire Zavadil 

Sacristan Marian Goss 

Altar Society 
Carmel Saltalamacchia & 
Linda Dunell 

Morning Tea Diane Zylstra 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue Zavadil Family 

Counters Kevin Meehan, Vin McHugh 

Montmorency  22 & 23 February 

Ashworth, Margaret E10:30 

Bacani, Brian W6:00 

Capuana, Marisa W6:00 

Cotter, Anne W8:30 

Cotter, Anne CLNR 

Cotter, Tony CLNR 

Davidson, John CNTR 

Egan, Clem E6:00 

Egan, Tess E6:00 

Emslie, Maureen E6:00 

Fraser, Bob E8:30 

Hannon, Gennie E8:30 

Hannon, Kevin E8:30 

Lister, Kerry E8:30 

Longton, Pat E8:30 

Maynes, Phil GRDN 

McKinley, Michael CNTR 

McShane, Jill E8:30 

Ramsdale, John PRYR 

Siciliano, Ines E10:30 

Siciliano, Pat E10:30 

Skipper, Patsy E8:30 

Thornton, Catherine E10:30 

Toscano, Frances E10:30 

Wallace, Kathryn W10:30 

Walter, Alan E6:00 

Walter, Kathleen E6:00 

Wilkinson, Rosa W10:30 

Williams, Anne E10:30 

Williams, Peter E10:30 

Williams, Peter W10:30 

Witten, Janine E6:00 

Wood, Gerard CLNR 

Wood, Marie W8:30 

Zerjal, Frida E6:00 

Eltham & Monty Rosters 
If you need to make changes, please arrange a swap.  Thank you. 

Sacred Heart Mission 
Meals Program 

23rd Feb Nicholas Bowman & Family 

1 Mar Jim Enright, Karen Enright 
Peter Rubira, John Keating, Cathy Keating 

8 Mar Geoff Dean, Mary Dean, Marcelle Stanton, 
Kimberley Nailer 
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 Monty & Eltham Calendar of Events 
Saturday 22nd 

6:00pm Mass Eltham 

6:00pm Mass Montmorency 

Sunday 23rd 

8:30am Mass Montmorency 

9:30am Mass Eltham 

10:30am Mass & Baptism Welcomes Montmorency 

12:00pm Baptisms Montmorency 

Tuesday 25th 

9:15am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

 (Marlis) Eltham 

9:30am Mass Montmorency 

7:30pm Climate Emergency Presentation Montmorency 

Wednesday 26th—Ash Wednesday 

9:15am Mass Eltham 

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Montmorency 

12:00pm SFX School Ash Wednesday Liturgy Montmorency 

1:30pm Child Safety Meeting Montmorency 

7:30pm Mass Montmorency 

Thursday 27th 

9:15am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

 (Elisabeth) Eltham 

9:30am Mass Montmorency 

7:30pm Prayer Shawl Eltham 

Friday 28th 

9:15am Mass Eltham 

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Montmorency 

Saturday 29th 

6:00pm Mass Eltham 

6:00pm Mass & Birthday Blessings Montmorency 

March 

Sunday 1st 

8:30am Mass Montmorency 

9:30am Mass Eltham 

10:30am Mass & Baptism Welcomes Montmorency 

11:15am First Sunday of the Month BBQ Montmorency 

12:00pm Baptisms Eltham 

Tuesday 3rd 

9:15am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

 (Peter) Eltham 

9:30am Mass Montmorency 

9:45am Craft Group Montmorency 

10:00am  Lenten Reflection  Montmorency 

11:00am Prayer Shawl Eltham 

Wednesday  4th 

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Montmorency 

11:00am Healing Mass & Luncheon Eltham 

1:00pm Small Church Community Meeting Montmorency 

Thursday 5h 

9:15am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

 (Gina) Eltham 

10:30am Mass at Garden Views 

Friday 6th 

9:15am Mass Eltham 

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Montmorency 

Saturday 7th 

6:00pm Mass Eltham 

6:00pm Mass  Montmorency 

Australian Catholics Media Internship 

Are you aware of any Year 10 or 11 students interested in a 

career in media or publishing? Here’s an opportunity for 

them to be a guest editor or correspondent in our Media 

Internship Program. 

The Australian Catholics Media Internship Program offers 
students the opportunity to spend a week learning from 
professionals in the media and publishing fields, while planning 

and writing articles for the Spring edition of the magazine. 

Students based in Melbourne have the opportunity to join our 
editorial team in our offices, while those from regional Victoria 
and interstate can join us remotely via phone or 

videoconferencing. 

The program will run from 11 - 15 May, 2020. The deadline for 

applications is 13 March. 

Download the flyer for Melbourne 

students. 

Download the flyer for interstate 

and regional Victorian students. 
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Baptism Welcomes  

at St Francis Xavier 10:30am Mass 
Archer James Roberts, son of Andrew & Stephanie 

Greta Lucy Bugeja, daughter  of Ryan & Georgina  

Thomas Motta, son of Michele & Vanessa 

at Our Lady Help of Christians 6pm Mass 
Ailish Florence Gordon, daughter  of Diarmuid & Philippa  

 

Baptisms 

at St Francis Xavier 

Bodhi Joel Moore, son of Joel & Casey 

Evie Grace Porter, daughter  of Sean and Drew 
Natalie Patricia Callis, daughter  Steven & Alison 

Abigail Grace Chown, daughter  of Jason & Clare 

Macy Cate Mithen, daughter  of Paul and Erin  

Kye Frederick Moore, son of Joel & Casey 
 

Gospel: Mt 5:38-48 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You have learnt how it was said: Eye for eye and tooth for tooth.  But I say this to you:  offer 
the wicked man no resistance.  On the contrary, if anyone hits you on the right cheek, offer him the other as well;  if a 
man takes you to law and would have your tunic, let him have your cloak as well.  And if anyone orders you to go one 
mile, go two miles with him.  Give to anyone who asks, and if anyone wants to borrow, do not turn away. 

‘You have learnt how it was said: You must love your neighbour and hate your enemy.  But I say this to you: love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you;  in this way you will be sons of your Father in heaven, for he causes his 
sun to rise on bad men as well as good, and his rain to fall on honest and dishonest men alike.  For if you love those who 
love you, what right have you to claim any credit?  Even the tax collectors do as much, do they not?  And if you save your 
greetings for your brothers, are you doing anything exceptional?  Even the pagans do as much, do they not?  You must 
therefore be perfect just as your heavenly Father is perfect.’ 

Reflection 

Today’s gospel text completes the series of contrasts that Jesus makes between the traditional teaching of the Jewish 
Law and the further demands he makes on his own authority.  Even though we have heard them many times before they 
still have the capacity to bring us up short.  Jesus’ command to “offer the wicked man no resistance” and to “love your 
enemies” confronts our deep instincts for self-preservation and for revenge. 

In the course of Christian history there have been followers of Jesus who have tried to live out Jesus’ words as radical 
pacifists.  Few have been able to take up the challenge in the same uncompromising way, but those who have taken the 
path of non-violence are precious witnesses for the rest. 

The seemingly superhuman task that Jesus sets for his disciples is indeed beyond our ability to achieve unaided.  It 
becomes possible only through the gift of the Spirit and our willingness to let the Spirit well up from deep within us and 
move us to embrace the world with God’s own love. 

 Break Open the Word 2020 

Project Compassion Sunday 

23
rd

 February 2020  

Please take home a Project Compassion box and/or a set of donation envelopes 
and support Caritas Australia this Lenten season themed “Go Further Together”. 
Your generosity will assist some of the world’s most vulnerable communities to 
lift themselves out of poverty. When we Go Further Together in love and  
compassion, the whole world thrives. 

You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, or by phoning  
1800 024 413 or visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion. 

  

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 


