
 PARISH BULLETIN 

Our Lady Help of Christians 
 

Member of the Diamond Valley Deanery 

 

Parish Information 
Parish:   4 Henry Street, Eltham 

House:   P.O. Box 310, Eltham 

Phone:   9439 9206    Fax: 9431 3755 

 

Liturgy Schedule 
 

Weekend Masses   

Saturday    6.00pm 

Sunday     9.00am, 11.00am 
 

Weekday Masses 

Tues - Fri   9.15am 
 

Reconciliation 

Saturday   9:30am 
 

Parish Team 

Parish Priest: Fr. Kevin Burke  

Parish Worker - Gina Ang 

(Tues & Wed 9.00am-3.30pm) 
Parish Secretary:  

Angela Vines - (Mon/Wed 9.00am-3.30pm) 
Vicki Jordan - (Fri 9.00am-3.30pm) 
 

email: olhc@alphalink.com.au 

web site: www.olhc.info 

 

School Team 

School Principal: Chris Ray 

School Secretary: Liz Cox 

R.E.C.: Marguerite Jones 

School:   1-13 Henry Street. Eltham  

Phone:   9439 7824                    

email: school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au        

Website:  olhceltham.catholic.edu.au  

 

Diamond Valley Deanery  

email: drcdvd@optusnet.com.au 

website: diamondvalleydeanery.org.au 

Sunday, 1 Dec 2013: First Sunday of Advent - Year A 

Parish Vision Statement 

A loving parish,  

centred in Christ, 

that is welcoming,  

inclusive and connected, 

and relevant to the needs  

of our world. 

Today’s Readings 
First Reading Is 2:1-5 All nations shall stream 
to the mountain of the Lord. 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 121:1-2. 4-5. 6-9. R. 
see v.1. 
Second Reading Rom 13:11-14 Live honoura-
bly, the day of the Lord is near. 
Gospel Acclamation Ps 84:8 
Gospel Mt 24:37-44 The Lord is coming when 
we least expect. 
 
 

Next Week’s Readings 
First Reading Is 11:1-10 A shoot shall sprout 
from the stump of Jesse. Peace and justice 
will triumph. 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17. 
R. cf. v.7 
Second Reading Rom 15:4-9 Live in harmony 
with one another. 
Gospel Acclamation Lk 3:4, 6 
Gospel Mt 3:1-12  John the Baptist begins to 
preach in the desert. 

GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good 

will. 
We praise you, 

we bless you, 

we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God,  

almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  

Father, you take away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us; you take away 

the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; you are seated at the 

right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the 
glory of God the Father. Amen.  

APOSTLES CREED 

We believe in God, 
the Father  

almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, and in  

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under  
Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 
on the third day he rose from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father  

almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Almighty God we pray that you grant your people the determination to live faith-filled lives 

so as to be able to enjoy your heavenly kingdom. 

Through Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia!   

Lord, show us your mercy and love, 

and grant us your salvation. 

Alleluia! 
 

PRAYER AFTER  COMMUNION 

We pray Lord, that having participated in these sacred mysteries, that we live this life as a 

pilgrim on the way to the fullness of eternal life. 

Through Christ our Lord.  Amen 



ADVENT HEALING MASS AND CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
The Healing Mass is on this Wednesday -  Dec 4 at 11:30am 
followed by a delicious three course Christmas luncheon  

prepared by our Caring Group. If you are staying for the meal, 
please sign up today on the form on the gathering area table.   

 
Are you able to help?  

We need people to help with preparation, serving, washing up, 
etc. for the Christmas Luncheon on 4 December. If you can 

spare one hour between 12.00noon and 3.30pm please  

contact Jayne (9431 2667) or Barbara (9439 8594).  
 
 

ST VINNIES PIETY STALL 
Columban Calendars ($9 ea) and Christmas Cards ($3 for a pkt 
of 5 and $5 for a pkt of 8) are now available in the St Vinnies 

Piety Stall. 
 
 

2014 STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM 

The Parish will be running a Stewardship Program in late 
February and early March next year. 
 

The Program is a comprehensive parish renewal.  It is an 

opportunity for individual parishioners to reflect on their 
faith and the concept of Christian Stewardship.   
 

The Program will take us on a journey over three main 

“themed” weekends where we will be encouraged to  
reflect, pray and recommit to our faith and to the parish 

community - by making a personal commitment to come 

together to celebrate the Eucharist, to be involved in parish 
life by joining a parish group or ministry and by making a 

financial pledge of support for our parish and our parish 
priest. 
 

In preparation for the program a “census” will be taken  

during Mass over these weekends (Sat 30 Nov/Sun 1 Dec & 

Sat 7/Sun 8) and your co-operation and participation would 
be greatly appreciated. 
 

 

MALAWI GROUP NEWS - CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 

We seem to have lost a week somewhere this 

month and missed the all important 'Advance" 
notice for this GRANDE Christmas Raffle that 

has at least been listed in the Diary Dates for the 
last couple of weeks. 
 

Apologies to all. Tickets will be on sale today for this monster 

raffle with 5 huge draws. 
 

With these 5 great prizes to be drawn, the tickets will be selling 
at 2 for $5 as they were last year. Good luck to everyone with 

many thanks on behalf of Father Frank and our sister  
parishioners. 

 

COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND 
Next weekend there will be a collection for Melbourne Overseas 

Mission. 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITY 
Next Tuesday, December 3. This year’s theme is “Break  
barriers and open doors: to realise an inclusive society for all.” 
 

PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT  - “THE BILLINGS ENIGMA”.   
This dynamic book tells the story of two remarkable Melbourne 

doctors who developed a method of natural fertility regulation 
which subsequently achieved its greatest success in the largest 

Communist country in the world, China.  Personal friends to 
three popes, the Drs Billings have left the world a remarkable 

legacy of knowledge. Tess Livingstone, a journalist for The 

Australian and The Weekend Australian, is the author.  For 
purchase telephone 1800 335 860.  

 

WORLD AIDS DAY THIS SUNDAY DECEMBER 1  

Please spare a thought for our HIV positive brothers and sis-
ters, both locally and around the world, who continue to face 

discrimination and stigma in addition to the health challenges 
the virus presents. Next year Melbourne will host the Interna-

tional AIDS conference and the theme is to be “Stepping up 

the Pace”. Please join with the delegates of AIDS 2014 in de-
manding an end to stigma and discrimination now and reflect 

upon, as we all should, how our thoughts, words and actions 
might perpetuate stigma & discrimination. And remember, 

there is great hope for people with the virus, provided they can 
access proper care and medicines, with treatment advances 

leading to much longer life expectancies.  

 

MARCELLIN COLLEGE ENROLMENT 2015 
Applications for Year 7 entry in 2015 close on 28 Feb 2014. 
The enrolment form can be downloaded at 

www.marcellin.vic.edu.au or contact the College Registrar on 
9851 1512 or email registrar@marcellin.vic.edu.au 

HOLY SOULS MASSES  

WE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING LOVED ONES 
Sunday December 1 

  9.00am: Jean and Jack Leahy, Josephine and Kevin  
    Landry 

    11.00am:  Alderson and O’Connor families  
Sunday December 8 

  9.00am: John and Abigail Malone; Nita Kenihan (J & N. 

    Nolan) 
    11.00am:  Henri and Eliane (Lillette Hannan’s parents)  

Holy God 
 

Open our ears to the deaf and hard of hearing 
Open our communities to be sacred listening places 

where all are heard. 
 

Open our eyes to those who are blind or have low 
vision. 

Open our communities to be sacred places of new vision 
and insight. 
 

Open our minds to challenge old attitudes and 

prejudices. 
Open our communities to be sacred places of new  

attitudes, compassion and understanding of disability. 
 

Open our arms to embrace all in our community. 
Open our communities to be truly accessible and  

welcoming to ensure every opportunity to full  

participation in the life of our Church community. 
 

Let us pray in union with Jesus Christ. I pray that all 

may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in 
you. May all be one, so that the world will believe that 

you sent me. 

 

BAPTISM WELCOME 
This Sunday we welcome into our Parish 
Community  

 
Hailey Maree Curran  

and  
Kynan Murphy Scannell 

We pray for them and their families and Godparents. May 

God keep them always in His love. 



ST VINNIES GIVING TREE 

It’s that time again when we think about those less 
fortunate than us. If you are able, please take a 

card off the giving tree in the gathering area and 
replace it with the gift mentioned on the card by 

Sunday 15 December.   Gift cards are acceptable 

as long as they are placed securely in an envelope. 
 

 
CARITAS AUSTRALIA ADVENT JESSE TREE 
Visit www.caritas.org.au/advent for daily Advent reflections. 
You can also download an app for iphone or android from their 

site. 

COMMENTATOR AND HOSPITALITY ROLES FOR CHRISTMAS 

MASSES.   
Sign-up sheets are on the gathering area table for people to 
volunteer for Sacristan, Eucharistic Minister, Reader,  

Commentator, Hospitality at the Christmas Masses.  Please 
sign-up today. All lists will be collected after 11am on 9 De-

cember and we will print the roster in the bulletins of 15-16 
December and 22-23 December. 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS DELIVERY - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
One of our parishes’ annual traditions is to deliver Christmas 

cards (with images created by our school children) to our 
neighbours alerting them to the true meaning of Christmas and  

our Mass times. If you can help out by delivering some cards 
in your area, please sign up at the map distribution table after 

Mass today.   

POPE CALLS FOR VIEWS OF MELBOURNE CATHOLICS  

ON THE FAMILY 
Pope Francis has invited parishioners from every diocese in 
the world, including the Archdiocese of Melbourne, to  
participate in a worldwide Catholic questionnaire on the many 
challenges facing the family today. Answers will be collated at 
a diocesan, national and international level and presented to 
the Bishops at the Extraordinary General Assembly of the 
Synod of Bishops set for October 2014 and themed: “Pastoral 
Challenges of the family in the context of evangelisation.” 
 

The Synod will be pastorally focussed. As such, it will aim to 
address the real-life challenges of families. While the basic 
Catholic moral teaching on sexuality, marriage and family will 
remain in place, the questionnaire seeks to uncover better 
ways to respond to peoples circumstances in areas such as 
faith in family life, marriage, divorce, annulment, same sex 
unions, natural family planning and the participation in  
sacraments as part of family life. The Life, Marriage & Family 
Office at the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne will be  
collating responses for Melbourne. 
Responses to the questionnaire must be received no later 
than Friday 6 December. 
 

To participate visit: www.cam.org.au/synod or speak to Fr 
Kevin. 
 

More info: 9287 5576 or Matthew.MacDonald@cam.org.au 

LIBRARY NEWS   
Book of the month for December 
 

“Can We save the Catholic Church “, by Hans 
Kung. 
 

Pope Francis promises reform and Kung pre-
sents the church with urgent diagnosis and recommendations. 

Kung offers an 'unflinching critique'.  
 

I have read it and strongly encourage others to do so.  
 

Trish 

Meditation:   

 Wednesdays at OLHC at 6.30pm  
Rosary:   

 Mondays at 7.30pm  
Gospel  Reflections and discussion: 
 Tuesdays 9.45am  
Forgiveness Liturgy: 
 Wednesday Dec 18, 7.30pm (see note on last page) 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: 
 Friday Dec 6, 7.00pm - 8.00pm 

ADVENT - EVENTS - CALENDAR 
Advent starts Sunday, December 1. Our Advent calendar 
of events is now available on our web site and there are 

some copies on the gathering area table. Please mark the 
dates in your calendar. Key events:  

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF  PEOPLE WITH DISABILITY DEC 3 
The following letter was received from the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference  
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
Re International Day of People with Disability - 3 December 2013 
 

It is appropriate that we observe and celebrate the International Day 
of People with Disability as we prepare during the Advent season for 
the coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ. The theme this year is, “Break 
barriers and open doors: to realise an inclusive society for all!” 
 

Society is emerging from a long era when most people with disability 
were forced to live, socialise and learn in special facilities, separate 
from their own natural communities. It was thought this was best. 
However, it meant that people were only known in those settings and 
it led to communities being developed without the participation of 
people with disability. And still now, many people with disability are 
not connected to the various activities and structures that make up 
their local communities. What is best is that communities engage all 
members in the giving, the receiving and the building up of a  
community. This is liberating. 
 

People with disability, within our parish communities, say that the old 
belief of them being the “weak” members of the community or the 
“suffering ones” puts them in a place of need, but does not 
acknowledge their abilities and desire to participate. Their strength is 
diminished when they are not affirmed as equal.  

Barriers of negative attitudes in many community members can be 
liberated by open discussion, learning and genuine relationships. 
 

As faith communities, we are one body and through Baptism we are in 
solidarity as we journey together with our diverse personalities,  
struggles and gifts. 
 

The spirit of Christian hospitality urges parishes to invite people with 
disability to participate as fully as they wish. It demands a willingness 
to change or adapt whatever is necessary to ensure that all feel  
welcome and that each person can live up to their own hopes and 
expectations. 
 

I invite you to consider using the materials and the resources available 
at catholic.org.au/disability to promote and recognise the gifts of peo-
ple with disability and to celebrate International Day of People with 
Disability, which is observed on the third day of December each year. 
 

Thank you again for your support in this most important  
endeavour. 
 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 
 

Bishop Terence J Brady, 
Bishops’ Delegate for Disability Issues 
Bishops Commission for Pastoral Life 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 
 

 

Adoration Friday December 6, 7-8pm. 

http://www.caritas.org.au/advent
http://www.cam.org.au/synod


PARISH SCHEDULE 
Baptisms 
On 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month at 12:15pm. 
6 weeks notice required. Baptism preparation held last Saturday 
of the month at 10:00am.  
On the 4th Sunday of each month Baptism candidates are 
welcomed during Mass. 
 

ST. Vincent  de Paul Piety Stall Open During W/end Masses - 

Donations for next week:  
Washing powder or liquid dishwashing liquid, paper towels, 
chux, plastic wrap, aluminium foil etc. 
 
Altar Society     
Nov. 30 / Dec. 1   G. Milwain, V. Hall, A. Rough 
December 8    T. Daw, L. Bignell 
 

Counters     
December 1    D. Schulz, C. Leahy 
December 8    P. Riley, G. Northrop 
 
Pilgrim Rosary Statue  
December 1    Donahoo Family 
December 8    Dhanasen Family 
 
Caring Group Co-Ordinators 
Jayne Britton    9431 2667 
Barbara Bibby   9439 8594 
 

Sunday Morning Tea      
December 1     9.00am  M. Snipe 
      11.00am  A. Hall, C. Croke 
December 8     9.00am  M. Donahoo  
      11.00am  A. & C. Franciscelli 

 

 

 

 

All meetings in Gathering Area unless  otherwise  
specified  

 

Meditation: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 5.30pm;               
            Wednesday: 6.30pm -  All welcome 

Stations of the Cross: Friday: 8.45am   
Adoration: First Friday of the month 7-8pm 

 
December 2013 (weeks 1 -3) 

Mon Dec 2   Rosary 7.30pm 

Tues Dec 3  Parish Board, 7.30pm 

     Malawi breakup (Greensborough North) 

     Advent Gospel reflections, 9.45am 

Wed Dec 4  Healing Mass & Senior’s luncheon, 11.30am 

     Parish ‘thank you’ supper, 7.30pm 

Fri Dec 6   Adoration 7-8pm 

W/E Dec 7/8  Collection Melbourne Overseas Mission 

Mon Dec 9   Rosary 7.30pm 

Tues Dec 10  Advent Gospel reflections, 9.45am 

Thurs Dec 12  School Carols 7.00pm 

Mon Dec 16  Rosary 7.30pm 

Tues Dec 17  Advent Gospel reflections, 9.45am 

     Graduation Mass 7.00pm 

Wed Dec 18  Forgiveness Liturgy, 7.30pm 

Fri Dec 19   End of school year Mass 
 

Feast Days this Week 

Tues Dec 3  St Francis Xavier 

Sat Dec 7   St Ambrose 

LITURGY ROSTER 

 COMMENTATOR LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

December 1 - 1st Sunday of Advent 

6.00pm volunteer L. Furtado C. Baker, Y. Iliffe, B. Gillard 

9.00am A. Stevens M. Snipe M. Scali, M. Dopheide, D. Donellan, 2 volunteers 

11.00am N. Walker P. Reardon K. Reardon, L. Dunell, M. Goss, 2 volunteers 

December 8 - 2nd Sunday of Advent 

6.00pm V. Jordan B. Gillard D. Scannell, M. Scannell, P. Crowle 

9.00am G. Scully S. Stevens J. Gaspersz, K. Gaspersz, N. Gaspersz, 2 volunteers 

11.00am J. O’Dell S. Woppel M. Goss, C. Egan, 3 volunteers 

PRAYERS PLEASE 
We pray for those who have died recently and those 
whose anniversaries occur at this time.  
 
We also pray for those who  are sick and in need of our 
care. 

Sick and in need of care 

Graeme Ryan 

Samantha Rawlinson 

Dennis Rawlinson 

Maureen Hewitt 

 
 

ADVENT FORGIVENESS LITURGY  
Throughout the year we are called upon many times to donate 
not only money, but goods and time - to the poor, to relief  
programs, to targeted campaigns or parish activities.  
 

Sometimes it seems as if we are constantly being asked to give, 
give, give!  But don't forget that we are truly blessed - we live in 
a beautiful country, we live in a democracy, and we are a first 
world country. 
 

"Sometimes we prove hard of heart and mind; we are forgetful, 
distracted and carried away by the limitless possibilities for  
consumption and distraction offered by contemporary society"*, 

so this year's Advent forgiveness liturgy will ask us to focus on 
the times when we have failed to give. 
 

Over the next few weeks' we ask parishioners to make a special 

effort for St Vinnies and the Asylum seeker donations. Not just 
baked beans, but something we ourselves would appreciate. A 
sample of these goods will be presented during the forgiveness 
liturgy as a symbol of our acknowledgement of our good fortune 
and our resolve to be more open to the needs of others. Perhaps 
we should think of it as sharing, rather than giving ….. 
 

*Evangelii Gaudium - The Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis 
 


