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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph ~ Year A 28 & 29 Dec 2019 

Monty & Eltham 
The Catholic Parishes of 

St Francis Xavier & Our Lady Help of Christians 

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people who are the traditional custodians of this land 
and pay respect to the elders past, present and emerging of the Kulin Nation. 

This parish has a commitment to ensuring the safety of children and vulnerable people in our community. 
For more informa�on visit www.sfxmonty.org 

We support the recommenda�ons of the Royal Commission into ins�tu�onal abuse and pray for all the survivors. 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 2020 

Terry, Barry and I, along with the parish Team wish to say a ‘big’ thank you to the Catholic parishes of Eltham and Montmorency 
for your active participation of the Birth of Jesus over the past few days!  It was simply wonderful - and full of energy & enthusiasm 
and prayer!  So many people, and indeed families, gathered and shared and sung ancient songs/hymns - it was truly very memorable. 

The ‘Papal’ out-door mass held on the new site of Holy Trinity School, Eltham North, was my first experience and with roughly 
1000 people (so many families) was just terrific.  Though large in space and area it was surprisingly intimate and very friendly. 

Eltham Family Mass was inside the Church at 5:30pm and packed to the rafters - Terry just loved it, and since it was his first time 
celebrating Christmas in this setting he appreciated all the happy energy and involvement.  The other 5 Church service’s at 
8pm/10pm Tuesday Night and on Christmas Day 8:30am/9:30am/10:30am were comfortably full and enjoyed by all who 
participated on this annual celebration of the Incarnation.  Thank you so much for your attendance during these days! 

My biggest THANKS goes to all those who helped to put these Masses together! 
Starting with the Choirs - Leaders and their ‘Teams’, singers & musicians, the variety and professionalism shown by so many 
parishioners was simply amazing! 
Naturally the sound and music was first class. 
To the Readers, Collectors, Ministers of the Eucharist, Counters and Sacristans that are always the first people to turn up and set up! 
And, finally a big ‘thank you’ to those many volunteers who helped behind the scenes to set up these special events: Sound 
Technicians, stage and transport teams that worked for hours beforehand to clearly make sure that all would run smoothly! 
Child safety officers too!  Such a huge effort, made by so many people to help our Christmas Masses achieve their high mark.  
Thank you - Thank you - Thank you. 

A Christmas Message 
When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the kings and the princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flocks, 
The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among sisters and brothers, 
To make music in the heart. 

Michael 

January Books (available on the ‘top shelf’ in 
the Gathering Area at Eltham church) are about 
God’s freely-given and undeserved grace given 
to us with no strings attached. 

Grace is love and mercy there for the taking.  
All we do is recognise it and rest in that love. 

Richard Rohr:  Radical Grace is a book of daily 
meditations.  Feel free to keep for a lengthy 
time should you wish! 

Tarrawarra monk, Michael Casey’s lovely 
book simply titled Grace, explores the notion of 
God’s love and Mercy. 
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OUR PEOPLE & 
OUR CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priests 
Terry Kean - Pastor in Solidum 
 terry.kean@cam.org.au 
Michael Sierakowski - Moderator 
 michael.sierakowski@cam.org.au 
Barry Caldwell 
 
Parish Office 
 86 Mayona Road 
 9435 2178 
 Mon - Fri  9am-3pm 
 montmorency@cam.org.au 
Gina Ang 
 Pastoral Worker & Caring Group Co-Ord 
 gina.ang@cam.org.au 
Beth Krolikowski: Secretary 
 beth.krolikowski@cam.org.au 
Kate Kogler: Secretary & Bulletin 
 kate.kogler@cam.org.au 
Peter Williams Child Safety: 
 montmorency.childsafety@cam.org.au 
Website: www.sfxmonty.org 
  www.olhc.info 
Facebook: 
St Francis Xavier Parish Montmorency 
Monty & Eltham Newsletter & Facebook items:
 kate.kogler@cam.org.au  
 
Schools 

St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Principal:  Mr Philip Cachia:  9435 8474 
principal@sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 
www.sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 
 
Holy Trinity Primary School  
Principal:  Mr Vince Bumpstead:  9431 0888 
principal@htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au 
www.htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au 
 
Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School 
Principal:  Mr Chris Ray:  9439 7824 
school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 
www.olhceltham.edu.au 

PARISH  TEAMS & INFORMATION 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturday, 10:30am  Monty ~ Terry 

1/2 hr prior to any mass said by Michael 

Let us pray for all those who have gone 

before us marked with the sign of faith ... 

Montmorency 
For the recently deceased; 
For those whose anniversaries are at this time: 

Francis James Mannix 
For those in need of healing, 
 remembering especially: 

Baby Kylie, Sriyani Algama, Nikki Attwood, Justine Best, 

Kristina Brazaitis, Daniel Brewis, Jan Collins, 
Desmond Deehan, Renee Eastwood, Debbie Edgley, 
Marilyn Fairbank, Julian Forrester, Danielle Gray, 

Gennie Hannon, Colleen Hussin, Jim Hussin, Tina Inserra, 

Adrian Jones, Patsy Leed, Pat Longton, Hasti Momeni, 
Therese Moore, Patricia Mulholland, Montagna Mustica, 

Graham Neal, Geoffrey Nyssen, Mercy Ocson, Ron Pfeil, 
Susan Phelan, Andrew Pighin, Mary Said, Anthony Salvatore, 

Mary Salvatore, Maria Schroeders, Jeanette Steward, 
John Tobin, Remi Vulich, Sheryn Zurzolo 

Eltham 
For the recently deceased; 
For those whose anniversaries are at this time; 
For those in need of healing, 
 remembering especially: 

Ak Callaghan, Ruth Decker, Fay Dobson 

To include an anniversary please contact Parish House 9435 2178 

Collections last weekend: 21 & 22 Dec 2019  

Community Thanksgiving Presbytery 

Eltham $539.00 $957.10 

Montmorency $1,833.80 $1,666.40 

Eltham $2,676.80 1,452.00 

Montmorency $5,495.50 $1,200.90 

Please note the above figures are monies banked & 
do not include visa/mastercard or direct debits. 

Thank you so much for your contributions. 

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Masses  

Community Christmas Masses Christmas Offering 

Who believes in Father Christmas? 
The members of St Vincent De Paul (SVDP) Montmorency certainly do, or more correctly put, appreciate all the Father Christmases in our parish 

& school communities (including the scouts), who have contributed to make Christmas a happy occasion for the people we serve.  Last week, 

through your generosity & thoughtfulness, Santa’s reindeers & elves delivered food hampers, toys & gifts to families in need in our local 

community.  All of the contents were donated by families within this parish or connected with the schools.  Without this overwhelming support 

from you all, we would not have been able to bring smiles, joy & surprise to these families.  Some of our school children also made beautiful 

Christmas cards to include in the hampers.  Their handwritten words on the brightly decorated home-made cards said things like: “Dear Friend, I 

hope you have a great Christmas & you love the people around you”.  As the Victorian President of SVDP said in his recent newsletter “With gifts 

goes gratitude.  Whenever we give during the year we receive.  Sometimes it is a word of thanks, sometimes more effusive gratitude.  At other times 

it is a smile, or just the knowledge that we are living out our faith & have made a difference, even if modest in scale”.  So many thanks to you all 

and the difference you have made in the lives of so many families in our local community that we, through your generosity, are pleased to assist.  

Our Christmas wish & prayer for you all is that you also enjoy a peaceful & happy Christmas with your loved ones in spirit of what we are really 

celebrating at this time. 



 

3 

Eltham 

Saturday 28 December - 6:00pm 

Commentator David Scannell 

Lector Dianne Zylstra 

Eucharistic Ministers John Gaspersz 

 Karen Gaspersz 

 Natisha Gaspersz 

Sacristan Marianne Hadley 

Sunday 29 December - 9:30am 

Commentator Linda Dunell 

Lector Terry Fanning 

Eucharistic Ministers Hugh Azzopardi 

 Paul Crowle 

 Anne Stevens 

 John Stevens 

 Frans Zylstra 

Sacristan Marian Goss 

Altar Society 
Kathy Reardon 
Helen Scully 

Morning Tea Smith Family 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue Stewart Family 

Counters 
Peter Rigg 
Peter Reardon 

 

Saturday 4 January - 6:00pm 

Commentator Vicki Jordan 

Lector Dianne Zylstra 

Eucharistic Ministers Beverley Gillard 

 Marianne Hadley 

 Yvonne Iliffe 

Sacristan Carmel Saltalamacchia 

Sunday 22 December - 9:30am 

Commentator Neil Walker 

Lector Michelle Leahy 

Eucharistic Ministers Sheilah Arneson 

 Greg Scully 

 Helen Scully 

 Claire Zavadil 

 Volunteer Please 

Sacristan Marian Goss 

Altar Society 
Carmel Saltalamacchia 
Linda Dunell 

Morning Tea Arneson Family 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue Zavadil Family 

Counters David Scannell & Neil Walker 

Eltham & Monty Rosters 
If you need to make changes, please arrange a swap.  Thank you. 

Monty & Eltham Calendar of Events 

Saturday 28th 

6:00pm Mass Eltham 

6:00pm Mass Montmorency 

Sunday 29th 

8:30am Mass & Baptism Welcome Montmorency 

9:30am Mass Eltham 

10:30am Mass, Baptism & Baptism Welcome Montmorency 

Tuesday 31st - New Year’s Eve 

9:15am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

 (Peter) Eltham 

9:15am Mass Montmorency 

January 

Wednesday 1st - New Year’s Day 

9:15am Mass Eltham 

1:00pm Small Church Community Meeting Montmorency 

Thursday 2nd 

9:15am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

 (Beverley) Eltham 

9:30am Mass Montmorency 

7:45pm Book Club Montmorency 

Friday 3rd 

9:15am Mass Eltham 

Saturday 4th 

6:00pm Mass Eltham 

6:00pm Mass Montmorency 

Sunday 5th 

8:30am Mass Montmorency 

9:30am Mass Eltham 

10:30am Mass & Baptism Montmorency 

11:15am First Sunday of the Month BBQ Montmorency 

12:00pm Baptism Eltham 

Tuesday 7th 

9:15am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

 (Vicki) Eltham 

9:15am Mass Montmorency 

9:45am Craft Group Montmorency 

7:30pm Malawi Support Group Eltham 

Wednesday 8th 

9:15am Mass Eltham 

7:45pm St Vincent de Paul Meeting Eltham 

Thursday 9th 

9:15am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Eltham 

9:30am Mass Montmorency 

Friday 10th 

9:15am Mass Eltham 

Sacred Heart Mission 
Meals Program 

5th January Graham Williams, Andrea Lark 
Peter McAleer, Yvonne Roy 
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Gospel: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

After the wise men had left, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his 
mother with you, and escape into Egypt, and stay there until I tell you, because Herod intends to search for the child and 
do away with him.’  So Joseph got up and, taking the child and his mother with him, left that night for Egypt, where he 
stayed until Herod was dead.  This was to fulfil what the Lord had spoken through the prophet: 

I called my son out of Egypt. 

After Herod’s death, the angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child and 
his mother with you and go back to the land of Israel, for those who wanted to kill the child are dead.’  So Joseph got up 
and, taking the child and his mother with him, went back to the land of Israel.  But when he learnt that Archelaus had 
succeeded his father Herod as ruler of Judaea he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he left for the 
region of Galilee.  There he settled in a town called Nazareth.  In this way the words spoken through the prophets were to 
be fulfilled: 

He will be called a Nazarene. 

Reflection: 

Unlike the other feasts of the Christmas season - Nativity, Epiphany, and the Baptism of the Lord - that of the Holy 
Family doesn’t celebrate a gospel event or date back to early times.  It was established only in 1893 by Pope Leo XIII.  In 
the face of perceived threats to family values, he inaugurated the feast to uphold traditional Catholic teaching.  The Holy 
Family was offered as a model of faith and love and devotion. 

More than a century later, the notion of “family” has become more and more complex and contested.  Ironically, the 
unusual composition of the Holy Family - a single child growing up with his biological mother and putative father - 
seems almost conventional in comparison with the many combinations that claim the title of “family” today.  What may 
appeal most to us now about the feast of the Holy Family is its affirmation of the humanity of Jesus. 

 

The gospel relates the story of the Holy Family’s flight into and return from Egypt.  It omits the intervening episode of 
the massacre of the infants. 

Matthew writes for a community that is familiar with Jewish tradition and scripture.  His readers could not hear this 
story centred on Egypt without remembering vividly the great stories of Joseph the dreamer, Moses, and the journey of 
the Israelites to the Promised Land.  Matthew wants to tap into this rich vein of memory.  As God once brought a new 
people to birth and blessed them with the Torah, Matthew implies, so now a new Moses has been born to lead and teach 
his people. 

Modern readers might have hoped for accurate details of chronology and geography but in vain.  Matthew is not writing 
a scientific history, nor is he seeking our sympathy for a displaced family, no matter how much we may be moved by the 
plight of uprooted peoples and desperate refugees in our own time.  He is appealing to memory and imagination to teach 
the deep truth that bears the promise of a new world for all - that Jesus Christ, son of David, is Son of God. 

Break Open the Word - 2020 

Baptisms 
This weekend we welcome to our: 

Montmorency Parish Community 
on Sun 10:30am Mass 

Lachlan Cutler 
son of Sam & Luvlin 

We pray for Lachlan, Livia, Estelle, 
Emerson & Macy, 

their parents & Godparents. 
May God keep them always in His love. 

Baptism Welcomes 
This weekend we welcome to our: 

Montmorency Parish Community 
on Sun at 8:30am Mass 

Livia Jane, Estelle Anica 
& Emerson Alexander Hope 
children of Alastair & Lucinda 

on Sun at 10:30am Mass 

Macy Cate Mithen 
daughter of Paul & Erin 

ANY ITALIAN TRAVELLERS? 
In September 2019 , a small Italian travel idea began.  A group of six Victorians travelled around 
“off the beaten track” places in the Emilia Romagna region, near Modena and Bologna. 

This small group tour will take place again in September 2020.  The tour leader, Bruno Ciancio, was born in Echuca but has resided 
in Italy for thirty years working in nursing and management.  His interests in art, food , history and culture have led him to show 
places in the north of Italy to visitors over many years on a casual basis but now he has formalised his small tour group experience.  
He finds that a small group travelling in a Mercedes min-bus allows great flexibility and the creation of a new friendship group.  His 
son is a chef and provides the welcome meal on the first evening.  Bruno is in Melbourne till late January 2020 so he’s able to 
respond to any enquiries.  The tour costs about $7,500 for ten days touring including accommodation in a local farm stay 
[agriturismo], meals, daily tours and air fares from Melbourne.  His assistant tour guide for 2019 will be Montmorency parishioner, 
Frances Toscano.  An information session will be held at Frances’ home on Fri, 10 Jan at 10am to meet the tour leader Bruno 
Ciancio, before he returns to his family near Moderna, Italy. 

Any enquiries or questions can be directed to: bruno.ciancio17@gmail.com or ftoscano@netspace.net.au 


