
A Special Christmas Welcome from  

Our Lady Help of Christians Parish 

Parish Vision Statement 

A loving parish, centred in Christ, 

that is welcoming, inclusive and connected, 

and relevant to the needs of our world. 

 Christmas is a time when friends and families get together. Indeed, as children get older, it is 
sometimes the only time of the year that a family gets together. Many people go to a great deal of 
trouble – travelling long distances, co-ordinating dates and times, organising gifts,  
arranging accommodation. (Sounds a bit like the very first Christmas, doesn’t it?) 
 

 The effort can sometimes cause stress and anxiety, but generally speaking, the results are worth it 
and the day seems to go well, or at least well enough to resolve to do it all again next year! 
 

 Our Church is God's family, and like other families, many of God’s family only come together at 
Christmas. Please know that if you have been away, either out of hurt or for some other reason, you are 
very welcome, this week and every week. For those who are not Catholic, and have joined our Christmas 
celebrations as a friend or partner of a Catholic, or just out of curiosity, please know that you also are 
very welcome. 
 

 One common feature of family Christmas celebrations will be the question ‘what can I bring?’ 
 

 Today, lay people are very involved in many aspects of the weekly celebration of the  
Eucharist, including those who proclaim the Word, those who assist in distributing communion, those 
who share their gifts in the music ministry, sacristans, hospitality, and many more behind the scenes. 
Like many other parishes, we also have a number of groups who carry out the Church’s mission of social 
justice and caring for the sick, elderly or disadvantaged. So if you are wondering ‘what can I bring’, there 
are certainly many ways to get involved in the life of the Church – indeed, we are all called to ‘full and 
active participation’. 
 

 So welcome to our Christmas celebrations, and for those who are not regular church-goers, please 
feel welcome to come on a more frequent basis. Full details of our parish are on the website, as well as 
links to some other interesting sites and topics. If you would like to talk to someone about becoming a 
Catholic, or returning to the Church, then simply come back to a weekly Mass and/or talk to Fr Kevin. 
Just like any get-together, be sure to let someone know, so we can make you feel welcome and support 
you. 
 

Happy Christmas.  

 
Parish Information 

Parish Priest: Fr Kevin Burke 
Address: 4 Henry St, Eltham 3095 
Phone: 9439 9206 
Web: www.olhc.info 

Saturday Mass: 6.00pm 
Sunday Mass: 9.30am 
Weekday Mass (Tues – Fri): 9.15am 
Reconciliation:  Saturday 9.15am 

Masses 
Wed 26, Fri 28 Dec 
 

Tue 1 to Fri 4 Jan 
 

Fri 11 Jan 
 

Fri 18 Jan 

Communion services: 
Thu 27 Dec 
 

Tues 8, Wed 9, Thu 10 Jan 
 

Tue 15, Wed 16, Thu 17 Jan 

Fr Kevin wishes all parishioners and visitors a joyful and 

Spirit-filled Christmas season and a Peaceful New Year. 



Fr Kevin would like to express his sincere appreciation to all 
parishioners, especially for participating in the community 
celebration of the Eucharist, and his gratitude to the many 
members who give so generously of their time and gifts by 
supporting our caring and energetic parish by way of ministries, 
involvement and/or parish groups. 
 
The word ‘advent’ means ‘coming’.  Lighting the candles on the 
wreath symbolizes the coming of light (Jesus) into the world.  
The first candle (violet) represents hope, the second (violet) 
peace, the third (rose) joy, and the fourth (violet) love.  The 
central white candle is lit on Christmas Day and represents 
Christ.  This Advent we will learn, act and pray for a more just 
and fair world - a world full of hope, peace, joy and love.” 
 

Christmas prayer 
Lord, in this holy season of prayer and song and celebration 
Open our eyes to the songs of the angels as they tell of Good 
News 
Give us joyful hearts as we sing and pray and celebrate 
Awaken our hearts anew to your presence 
Encourage us in our efforts to speak boldly 
and with prayerful discernment 
Lead us in our work toward the Plenary Council 2020 
That we may continue to proclaim ‘Joy to the world, the Lord is 
here!’ 
 

The Christmas Marian is available on the table in the Gathering 
Area. 
 

Prayer Shawl recommences 11am Tue 15th Jan and 7.30pm 
Thu 14th Feb. 
 

A big thank you to all parishioners for your very generous 
support to the less fortunate in the Eltham area through the 
Vinnies Giving Tree.  You have helped make Christmas a 
happier event for many people in this area through your generous 
support.  John Fanning  St Vincent de Paul Society, Eltham 
 

The next Mass bulletin will be 26/27 January. 
 

Special Collection at Christmas Masses to assist refugees who 
live in the parish, especially at St Vincent’s Care. 
 

If you haven’t received the Liturgical Roster by email, could you 
please see Fr Kevin after Mass or call in to the Parish Office for 
a copy.  As well as the usual Sacristans, Readers, Commentators, 
Overhead Operators, Eucharist Ministers and Musicians, 
would Hospitality Helpers please note they are now included on 
the Liturgical Roster and they will need to take a copy. 
 

There will be a Communion Service this Thursday, 27th 
December at 9.15am. 
 

There will be Masses on Tue 1 Jan to Fri 4 Jan. 
 

Fr Kevin will be absent from the parish 7-10 and 14-17 Jan, so 
there will be Communion Services on Tue, Wed and Thu both 
weeks with Masses on Fri 11 & 18 Jan. 

There’s some inspiring and enlightening reflections and articles 
on the table in the Gathering Area - help yourself;  there’s sure to 
be 1 or 2 you’ll be interested in.  Most of them are about the 
meaning of Christmas with reflections on both sides. 

 Martin Luther King’s Christmas reflection with “The 
Mangers in our World Today” (Fr Ron Rolheiser) 

 Fascinating story of the origin of “Silent Night” with 
Rolheiser’s reflection “Born into the Ordinary” 

 Two thoughtful articles from Jesuit publication “Eureka 
Street” - “Don’t knock secular Christmas” and “A 
Christmas carol for a divided world” 

 Age article “Remember to celebrate your failures” 

 “Australia Day: Past, Present and Future” (The Saturday 
Paper) - stimulating article with indepth analysis of the 
history and meaning of Australia Day 

 “Religious Freedom in Secular Australia” by the 
impressive Jesuit priest Frank Brennan 

 A beautiful image of Joseph lovingly holding the child 
Jesus with a reflection “Joseph’s Experience of the Birth 
of Jesus” 

 
Our parish secretary, Kate, will return Wed 2nd Jan 2019. 
 

Feast Days 

Wed 26th St Stephen 

Thu 27th St John 

Fri 28th Holy Innocents 

Sun 30th Holy Family 
 
Commentator 
Dec 29th Vicki Jordan Dec 30th Anne Stevens 
Jan 5th Vicki Jordan Jan 6th Trish Taylor 
Jan 12th Lorraine Furtado Jan 13th Peter Beckford 
Jan 19th David Scannell Jan 20th Greg Scully 
Jan 26th Vicki Jordan Jan 27th Anne Stevens 
 
Lector 
Dec 29th Dianne Zylstra Dec 30th Tanya Murugan 
Jan 5th Denzil Furtado Jan 6th Marlis Dopheide 
Jan 12th Kathleen Nolan Jan 13th Julie Craw 
Jan 19th Lionel Furtado Jan 20th Michelle Leahy 
Jan 26th Dianne Zylstra Jan 27th Miranda Armstrong 
 
Sacristan 
Dec 29th Marianne Hadley Dec 30th Marian Goss 
Jan 5th Carmel S’macchia Jan 6th Marian Goss 
Jan 12th Ramos Furtado Jan 13th Jane Medeira 
Jan 19th Carmel S’macchia Jan 20th Denice Donnellan 
Jan 26th Marianne Hadley Jan 27th Kathy Reardon 
 
Overhead Operators 
Dec 30th Julian Bylsma 
Jan 6th Peter Beckford 
Jan 13th Melita Medeira 
Jan 20th Volunteer Needed Please 
Jan 27th Julian Bylsma 
 
Counters 
Dec 30th Graeme Price, Brian 
Wordsworth 
Jan 6th Pauline Wenn, Angelo Conte 
Jan 13th Greg Northrop, Colin & Trish Taylor 
Jan 20th Maurice Brosnan, Wen & Clare Zavadil 
Jan 27th Rick Dunell, Trish & Roger Daw 

Have your say! 
The Plenary Council 2020 is a gathering of the Church in 
Australia to make decisions for the future.  All people are 
invited to contribute to the Plenary Council agenda by sharing 
their experience of faith and of the Church.  The Plenary 
Council agenda will be developed from the stories we share and 
the questions we raise.  Our questions about and our hopes for 
the Church will arise from hearts that listen to the Spirit.  
Everyone is invited to be part of this process.  You can respond 
by writing on a post-it note and placing it on the Plenary Wall 
at the back of the Church or fill out a handy sized card on the 
table in the Gathering Area.  
www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au. 

What is God asking of us 
in Australia at this time? 

Archbishop Comensoli and Fr Kevin, and in fact the whole 
church of Australia, encourage us to have our say. 

http://www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

