
GUIDELINES FOR LECTORS  

Before the Mass, you are asked to:  

 Check that the marker in the Lectionary is in the correct position and day. If there are 
'shorter' and 'longer' versions of the readings, check with the celebrant as to which one to 
use, and check also if there are any Hebrew words that you need help to pronounce.  

 Check with the musicians as to whether they are singing the Responsorial Psalm - in part or 
entirely, and the Gospel Acclamation. (The music groups are encouraged to sing the whole 
psalm, but occasionally they may only sing the refrain or nothing at all.)  

 Be ready to process with the celebrant and other ministers in the entrance procession, 
holding the Lectionary high, following the altar servers (or leading the procession if there are 
none.)  

 The celebrant and other ministers will bow when they arrive at the altar. Bow with them and 
move to the ambo to place the lectionary there, open and ready to read.  

After the Opening Prayer, the priest will invite the congregation to 'sit to listen to the Word of God'.  

 Move to the ambo to proclaim the 1st reading. Make sure the microphone is at the right 
height for you. Wait for people to become settled before you begin with the first words - 
these will draw attention to what is about to happen. Put your mouth as close to the 
microphone as you can and speak slower than usual. Vary your pitch and tone, and use 
phrasing and pauses to emphasise various points in accordance with the preparation that 
you have carried out.  

 Begin with "A reading from." At the end of the reading, pause, look up and say confidently 
and strongly to all: “The Word of the Lord”. 

 After the reading, there should be a significant pause, so that all can use the silence and 
allow the Word to sink in to their hearts. Then look at the musicians so that both of you can 
synchronise the reading/singing of the psalm/response. You may return to a seat if the 
psalm is to be sung entirely, and the musicians will control the silences.  

 If the responsorial psalm is NOT being sung, wait for a short period of silence before 
beginning the psalm. Do not say 'The response is...', but simply read the refrain, and look up 
- and the congregation will repeat it. Then, go on to the verses; do not say 'response' after 
each verse - just slow down your words and look up - this gives the clues needed for people 
to say the refrain.  

 If the refrain of the Psalm is to be sung between the verses, move back from the ambo 
slightly until the musicians sing the refrain. Then read the next verse, slowing down and 
looking up at each verse's end to indicate the time for the sung refrain.  

 At the end of the psalm, there is another short pause. You may bow your head in prayer, and 
then return to the ambo for the 2nd reading.   

 After the 2nd reading, there should be another pause, then look at the musicians so that 
both of you can synchronise the reading/singing of the Gospel Acclamation. Invite the 
congregation to “Let us stand to welcome the Gospel”.  

 The Lector should leave the ambo as the congregation stands. At our parish, the Gospel 
Acclamation is usually sung - with the verse spoken by all. Lectors should be prepared to 
lead the psalm as they leave the ambo. The celebrant (and servers) move to the ambo 
during the singing of the final refrain of the Acclamation/Alleluia. 

 At the end of Mass 

 When the celebrant moves to the step for the recessional procession, collect the Lectionary 
from the ambo, wait with the celebrant (and servers) and then bow with them and process 
to the sacristy during the final hymn.  


