
 PARISH BULLETIN 

Our Lady Help of Christians 
Member of the Diamond Valley Deanery 

 

 

Parish Information 
Parish:   4 Henry Street, Eltham 

House:   P.O. Box 310, Eltham 

Phone:   9439 9206    Fax: 9431 3755 

 

Liturgy Schedule 
 

Weekend Masses   

Saturday    6.00pm 

Sunday     9.00am, 11.00am 
 

Weekday Masses 

Tues -Fri   9.15am 
 

Reconciliation 

Saturday   9:30am 
 

Parish Team 

Parish Priest: Fr. Kevin Burke  

Parish Worker - Gina Ang 

(Tues & Wed 9.00am-3.30pm) 
Parish Secretary:  

Angela Vines - (Mon & Wed       
     9.00am-3.30pm) 
Vicki Jordan - (Fri 9.00am-3.30pm) 
 

email: olhc@alphalink.com.au 

web site: www.olhc.info 

 

School Team 
School Principal: Chris Ray 
School Secretary: Liz Cox 
R.E.C.: Marguerite Jones 
School:   1-13 Henry Street. Eltham  
Phone:   9439 7824                    
email: school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au        
Website:  olhceltham.catholic.edu.au  
 

Diamond Valley Deanery  

email: drcdvd@optusnet.com.au 

website: diamondvalleydeanery.org.au 

Sunday, 30 Mar 2014: fourth Sunday of Lent - Year A 

Parish Vision Statement 

A loving parish,  

centred in Christ, 

that is welcoming,  

inclusive and connected, 

and relevant to the needs  

of our world. 

GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good 

will. 
We praise you, 

we bless you, 

we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God,  

almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  

Father, you take away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us; you take away 

the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; you are seated at the 

right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the 
glory of God the Father. Amen.  

APOSTLES CREED 

We believe in God, 
the Father  

almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, and in  

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under  
Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 
on the third day he rose from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father  

almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

Gospel Commentary by the Artist 

Being born blind and then suddenly being able to see must be an incredible 

experience. But it proved to be a mixed blessing for the man in this story. He 

was accused of being an impostor by his neighbours, a sinner and an upstart 

by the authorities who disowned him. Being ‘enlightened’ by Jesus has its 

risks. Given the opportunity, would the man return to his unenlightened con-

dition for the sake of a quiet life? Surely not: once he had experienced the 

touch of heaven there was no going back.          © Dianne Bergant CSS 

 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing  shall want. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 

whoever follows me will have the light of life. 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Today’s Readings   
First Reading 1 Sm 16:1, 6-7, 10-13 Samuel 
anoints David king. 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 22 R. v.1 
Second Reading Eph 5:8-14 Live in the light. 
Gospel Acclamation Jn 8:12 
Gospel Jn 9:1-41  Jesus cures a man who 
was blind from birth on the sabbath. J n 9:1, 
6-9, 13-17, 34-38 
 

Next Week’s Readings 
First Reading Ez 37:12-14 The Lord promises 
to raise his people from the dead. 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 129. R. v.7 
Second Reading Rom 8:8-11 The Spirit of 
God dwells in us. 
Gospel Acclamation See Jn 11:25. 26 
Gospel Jn 11:1-45 Jesus raises Lazarus from 
the dead. Jn 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33-45 



EASTER MARIAN 

Please forward articles for the Easter Marian to the parish 
office olhc@alphalink.com.au by Thursday April 10. 

 
 

ON PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 13 there will be a Prayer Service 
in Solidarity with Refugees from 1.00pm - 1.30pm at St  

Patrick’s Cathedral; it will be led by Bishop Vincent Long, 
who was an asylum seeker from Vietnam.  

Then we can walk for ‘Justice for Refugees’, starting at 

2.00pm at the State Library, Cnr Swanston & La Trobe 
Sts. More information on gathering area table. Pope  

Francis reminds us that “whoever turns refugees away, 
forgets that Jesus was also one.” 

 
Palms Australia is selling free trade coffee and chocolate 

for 50% off with all profits going to Project Compassion.  

See notice in gathering area for details. 
 

BECOMING A CATHOLIC? 
From time to time people express an interest in becoming 

a member of the Catholic Church; often they enjoy  

coming to Mass and they are keen to participate more 
fully by receiving the Eucharist. If you or someone you 

know is interested, we can offer an information session - 
see Gina, Marlis or Fr Kevin. 

 

PILGRIMAGE TO THE SAINTS AND MARTYRS OF ENGLAND, 
WALES AND SCOTLAND 

A wonderful two-week pilgrimage to England, Wales and 
Scotland is available for the end of this coming September 

(2014). It will be led by Father Ted Tyler, Parish Priest of 
Upper Blue Mountains. The theme of it will be the heroic 

martyrs and saints before, during and since the  

Reformation. For instance, we shall visit Tyburn and the 
sites of the martyrdoms of Saint Thomas More, St John 

Fisher, as well as Canterbury with St Thomas a Becket, 
York with St Margaret Clitherow (the “pearl of York), 

Blessed John Henry Newman at Oxford and Birmingham, 

the Lancaster martyrs, the home of Father John Lingard 
(historian and author of “Hail Queen of Heaven”), and 

other places famed for their place in English Catholic his-
tory such as Downside Abbey and Arundel church and 

castle. 
Contact:  Father Ted at frejtyler@live.com 

 

COMBINED CHURCH YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
"ONE" is a gathering of young adults from a combined 

group of churches, all working together to influence this 
generation of young adults. ONE meets on the last 

Wednesday of each month to empower young adults to 

live a life of purpose. 
Where: Lower Plenty Senior Citizens Hall, 86 Main Rd, 

Lower Plenty 
Contact: Shey Hall 0403 015 613 info@1ya.com.au 

www.facebook.com/1.YoungAdults 

2014 Dates: April 30; May 28; June 25; July 30; Aug 27; 
Sep 24; Oct 29; Nov 26 (last Wednesday, 7.30pm) 

 
IN PREPARATION FOR THEIR FIRST EUCHARIST on the 

weekend of May 3rd /4th , Grade 4 children from OLHC 
will participate in Friday’s 9.15am Mass again next Friday 

April 4th and again on May 2nd. 

 
 

 

 

LOYOLA COLLEGE MUSICAL 
Loyola College is proud to present ‘Seussical – the Musical’ 

Where: Plenty Ranges Arts and Convention Centre, South 
Morang  

When: Thursday 8 May, Friday 9 May and Saturday 10 
May commencing at 7.45pm.   

Tickets: www.trybooking.com/EFHX.  

Further details - Mark Leary on 9433 0771 
See notice on noticeboard. 

 
PARKING FOR MORNING MASS 

The school skip bins are emptied Tuesday, every second 

Wednesday and Fridays.  Can you please allow sufficient 
room in front of the bins for a large truck to empty the 

bins.  Park close to the wire gate, or alongside the hall.  
Please DO NOT PARK on Main Road side of the area.  

There are also parking spots available in front of the  
parish house and plenty of spots in the top car park. 

 

SIX MONTH HOMESTAY NEEDED IN MONTMORENCY OR 
ELTHAM 

We have received the following request. Please contact 
Pam Rowley 9439 1853 / 0417 110 837 if you can assist. 
 

“I am trying to find a homestay for a young man I know, 

Salar, because I am concerned that being on a bridging 

visa, he does not have the educational or social  
opportunities he needs. His visa denies him the right to 

work, receive English lessons or undertake job training.  
 

Salar wants to live for a time in an English-speaking 
household, so he has the opportunity to practise his  

English conversation every day, to meet Australians and 
learn more about Australia and “Australian” culture. 

A homestay host would need to provide a basic room with 

a bed and table and the opportunity to share household 
life and participate in social activities. Salar can pay for 

basic expenses like food, gas and electricity. He can cook 
for himself if needed and help with house cleaning, dish 

washing and other jobs as required. 
 

I know Salar through a friend who lives in Montmorency. 
If the homestay host is busy, we could help him settle in 

and have him at my place any time. I can also arrange 

private English lessons for him. 
 

I would recommend Salar as a “house mate” as I have 
known him for 4 months and believe him to be  

responsible, honest and trustworthy. Salar is 21 years old, 
from Afghan background. He is mature, friendly and self-

reliant. Salar plays for a soccer team, enjoys exercising, 
swimming, reading, watching movies, listening to  

traditional music and cooking. He can speak, read and 

write English at a basic level. I think “homestay provider” 
would enjoy his company and benefit from sharing his 

culture. It would suit a single, couple or small family.” 
 

STEWARDSHIP ENVELOPES 

Could those people who are giving by direct debit or  
credit card  please pick up your Stewardship 

acknowledgement letter from the gathering area. 

 

Adoration Friday April 4, 7-8pm. 



PRAYERS PLEASE 

We pray for those who have died recently and those 
whose anniversaries occur at this time. We also pray for 

those who  are sick and in need of our care. 
Recent Deaths 

 Dennis Rosbrook  

Sick  
Colleen Scully (daughter-in-law of Rosemary Scully) 

 
GOSPEL HOMILY  

I have never been able to reconcile the long faces some of 
us put on in Lent with the prayers of the Church that  

describe this as ‘a joyful season’. The following story takes 

seriously that laughter is an essential element of our  
Lenten observance. 
 

Once upon a time in a nice little forest, there lived an  

orphaned bunny and an orphaned snake. By surprising 
coincidence, both were blind from birth. 

One day, the bunny was hopping through the forest while 
the snake was slithering along the same path. The bunny 

tripped over the snake and fell down. ‘Oh, my,’ said the 

bunny, ‘I'm terribly sorry. I didn't mean to hurt you. I've 
been blind since birth, so, I can't see where I'm going. In 

fact, I'm also an orphan, so I don't even know what I am.‘ 
‘It's quite okay,’ replied the snake, ‘my story is much the 

same as yours. I’ve been blind since birth and never knew 

my mother. Tell you what, I could slither over you, and 
figure out what you are.’ 
 

‘Oh, that would be wonderful.’ replied the bunny. So the 

snake slithered all over the bunny, and said, ‘Well, you're 
covered with soft fur; you have really long ears; your nose 

twitches; and you have a soft cottony tail. I'd say that you 
must be a bunny.’ 
 

‘Oh, thank you! Thank you,’ cried the bunny in obvious 

excitement. The bunny then suggested to the snake, 

‘Maybe I could feel you with my paw, and help you in the 
same way you've helped me.’ So the bunny felt the snake 

all over, and remarked, ‘Well, you're scaly and smooth, 
you have a forked tongue, you’re impossible to pin down 

and you have no backbone at all. I'd say you must be  

either a contractor, a consultant or possibly someone in 
senior management.’ 
 

On reflection the Gospel of the man born blind is a joyful 

one too. Imagine this man’s elation at having his sight 
restored. As the story develops the all-seeing Pharisees 

move to spiritual blindness by putting on the blinkers of 
the law. They cannot recognise Jesus or his works of  

mercy because of their tunnel vision. Jesus doesn’t fit their 

worldview. Meanwhile the blind beggar, who has sight 
restored, goes on to gain insight about who Jesus is and 

the way that God works in the world; he begins to see 
how shallow and pathetic the Pharisees really are. 

This Gospel also contains a critical theological lesson:  

disability and illness do not come from personal sinfulness. 
It’s surprising that we need to keep saying this, but too 

readily we hear otherwise intelligent and good Christians, 
for example, telling us that some illnesses have been ‘sent’ 

by God as punishment for sins or they wonder what their 
families have ‘done’ to deserve disabled children. It’s true 

that God permits us to live in an imperfect world where we 

are prone to illness and disability. But that same world 
gives us the freedom to be creative in the face of  

adversity, to be compassionate with those who are sick or 

disabled and free to believe that there is a purpose for 
each human life. God, the source of all love, does not  

actively send bad things to us, instead, he is our constant 
companion in dealing with them; giving us the courage 

and strength to cope with, and sometimes overcome, 

them. 
The task of this joyful season is 

to bring our good humour and 
compassion to bear on the blind 

spots in our own lives and be on 

our guard for the times when 
we are too confident about who 

God is, how he works or what 
he can or cannot do. May it 

never be said of us that we were so consumed by our own 
religious vision that we missed God’s woods for the trees. 

© Richard Leonard SJ. 

 
 

‘Faith is a gift of God, a supernatural virtue infused by 
him. (CCC 153) It is impossible to have a relationship with 

God without faith. In the same vein, we cannot grow  

closer to God without perseverance; just as in human  
relationships, trust can never be lax. With perseverance, 

we have hope, for we are supported by others and we see 
the goal of faith. We can look to the witness of others for 

inspiration in times of trial. And, as we are drawn closer by 

God, we can see the goal of faith, to see God ‘face to face’ 
‘as he truly is’. 

Have you seen God change someone for the better? What 
sort of changes came about? How was faith involved? 

John's gospel presents us with a challenge. Are we willing 
to be changed for the sake of faith? Are we willing to see 

things as they are, not as we wish them to be?’ 

http://www.word-sunday.com/Files/a/4Lent-a/A-4Lent-
a.html 

 
TRUTH, JUSTICE AND HEALING COUNCIL UPDATE  

The Royal Commission as run two high profile cases  

concurrently involving the Catholic Church over the past 
few weeks. 
 

The cases of John Ellis who was abused by Sydney Priest 

Aiden Duggan and that of St Ann’s Special School in  
Adelaide where convicted paedophile Brian Perkins was 

employed by the school from 1986 to 1991, but nobody 
checked references or ran a police check at the time he 

was employed. 
 

In both cases the Church admitted where failures existed 

and where the Church placed its own interests ahead of its 
people. 
 

In the case of John Ellis, Cardinal Pell publically  

apologised.  
 

'As former Archbishop and speaking personally, I would 

(Continued on page 4) 

LIBRARY NEWS   
Book of the month for April 
Falling Upward by Richard Rohr;: 
The second half of life and understanding 
the spiritual aspects of ageing. 

 

  Trish 



PARISH SCHEDULE 
Baptisms 
On 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month at 12:15pm. 
6 weeks notice required. Baptism preparation held last Saturday 
of the month at 10:00am.  
On the 4th Sunday of each month Baptism candidates are 
welcomed during Mass. 
 

ST. Vincent  de Paul Piety Stall Open During W/end Masses - 

Donations for next week:  
Breakfast cereals, biscuits, cake mixes, spreads – jams, hon-
ey, peanut butter, vegemite. Sugar, tea, coffee etc. 
 
Altar Society     
March 30    G. Frediani 
April 6     K. Reardon, H Scully, M. Snipe 
 

Counters     
March 30    P. Riley, G. Northrop 
April 6     T. & R. Daw, R. Dunell 
 
Pilgrim Rosary Statue  
March 30    Rough Family 
April 6     Rigg Family 
 
Caring Group Co-Ordinators 
Jayne Britton    9431 2667 
Barbara Bibby   9439 8594 
 

Sunday Morning Tea      
March 30       9.00am  J. Medeira 
     11.00am  H. & I. Azzopardi 
April 6         9.00am  B. & D. Morganti  
     11.00am  C. O’Brien and Family 

LITURGY ROSTER 

 COMMENTATOR LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

March 30  -  4th Sunday of Lent 

6.00pm D. Scannell M. Snipe C. Porter, P. Crowle, Y. Iliffe 

9.00am T. Taylor M. Armstrong M. Dopheide, H. Scully, M. Scali, 2 volunteers 

11.00am L. Dunell M. Jones J. Spataro, K. Reardon, A.Thompson, 2 volunteers 

April 6 -  5th Sunday of Lent 

6.00pm L. Furtado D. Furtado D. Scannell, M. Scannell, V. Jordan 

9.00am A. Stevens M. Snipe M. Scalli, M. Dopheide, D. Donellan, 2 volunteers 

11.00am N. Walker P. reardon K. Reardon. L. Dunell, M. Goss, 2 volunteers 

want to say to Mr Ellis that we failed in many ways, some 
way inadvertently, in our moral and pastoral responsibili-

ties to him,' Cardinal Pell said in the long-awaited apology. 
'I want to acknowledge his suffering and the impact of this 

terrible affair on his life. As the then Archbishop, I have to 

take ultimate responsibility, and this I do. 
 

'At this end of this gruelling appearance for both of us at 

this Royal Commission, I want publicity to say sorry to him 

for the hurt caused him by the mistakes made, admitted 
by me, and some of our archdiocesan personnel during the 

course of the Towards Healing process and litigation.' 
 

See http://www.tjhcouncil.org.au for full details 

(Continued from page 3) 

 

 
 

All meetings in Gathering Area unless  otherwise specified  
 

Meditation: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 5.30pm;               
            Wednesday: 6.30pm -  All welcome 
Stations of the Cross: Friday: 8.45am   
Adoration: First Friday of the month 7-8pm 
 

 

April 2014 
 

Tues April 1  Parish Education Board 7.30pm 
     Malawi Support Group 7.30pm 

Thurs April 3  Formation session for G.S.A. families for  
     Reconciliation, Eucharist & Confirmation  

     7.30pm 

Fri April 4  Stations of the Cross 8.45am 
     Adoration 7.00pm 

Tues April 8  Thanksgiving meeting 7.30pm 
Wed April 9  St Vincent de Paul  7.45pm 

Fri April 11  Stations of the Cross 8.45am 

Sun April 13  Palm Sunday 
Tues April 15 Easter Penitential Service 7.30pm 

Thurs April 17 Holy Thursday Last Supper Mass 7.30pm  
Fri April 18  Good Friday - Stations 10.00am  

     The Passion of the Lord 3.00pm 
Sat April 19  Easter Vigil 7.30pm 

Sun April 20  Easter Sunday  

Fri April 25   Stations of the Cross 8.45am 

  

 


