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Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ Year C 1 September 2019 

Father’s Day & the First day of September (Spring) 

Happy Father’s Day to all the Parish dads in Montmorency and Eltham, and welcome to a new season of warmer days 
and brighter mornings for all. 

During the past week I visited the Victorian parliament, for question time and had lunch with our local state member: 
Vicki Ward.  This was a marvellous opportunity to meet for the first time and share plenty of ideas about our future and 
possible needs.  Over a simple meal we shared our stories! 

Today’s Gospel from Luke also has Jesus sharing a meal and teaching us all some life long lessons. 

Today he is hosted at a Sabbath meal by a prominent Pharisee.  The other guests, lawyers and other religious leaders - 
have Jesus under scrutiny.  At one level Jesus is giving good advice about social etiquette.  It’s not wise, he says, to take a 
place of honour at table when there is a risk of being demoted in favour of someone more important.  Such humiliation 
would be very public on such an occasion as an important dinner.  Luke transforms this piece of practical wisdom into an 
important parable.  The more profound message refers to the ‘Table’ in the Kingdom of God, when the poor and outcast 
will be welcomed at the table of the messianic banquet and the self-important will find themselves denied entry.  In the 
end there is much more at stake than momentary social shame. 

Family life today is just so hectic, it is important to gather around the family dinner table and share those wonderful 
stories about the daily activities and share personal support too. 

We gather around our parish table, to share the story of Jesus along with our own stories and be fed by the Bread and 
Wine - the Body & Blood of Jesus Christ, and we are also fed by the presence of each one gathered here today! 

Again, Happy Father’s Day and welcome to Spring! Michael 

Monty & Eltham 
The Catholic Parishes of 

St Francis Xavier & Our Lady Help of Christians 

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people who are the traditional custodians of this land 
and pay respect to the elders past, present and emerging of the Kulin Nation. 

This parish has a commitment to ensuring the safety of children and vulnerable people in our community. 
For more informa�on visit www.sfxmonty.org 

We support the recommenda�ons of the Royal Commission into ins�tu�onal abuse and pray for all the survivors. 

A Blessing on Men and boys this Father’s Day 
On You, Fathers and Grandfathers who love and mentor your children and grandchildren, 
On any of you Fathers who carry burdens of grief or regret or deep sadness of heart, 
On you Men, who are not fathers of children but show us so many gifts of fathering, 

On those of you who will one day be fathers, 
On those of you who are stepfathers, or fathers of adopted children, 

May God’s Blessings of Wisdom, of Love, of patience, of healing, of learning, of delight be with you all. 
And we pray this : 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

Many of us have come to know Christine Aicher who has been our Parish/School Accountant for 32 
years.  Chris has been a wonderful presence in our community with her warmth, expertise and 
friendship and we are most grateful to her. 

Chris, as of a week or so ago, concluded her time with us and although she does not wish to have a 
formal farewell, we take this opportunity to thank her profoundly for all she has done for us in our 
Parish and Schools. 
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OUR PEOPLE & 
OUR CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priests 
Terry Kean - Pastor in Solidum 
 terry.kean@cam.org.au 
Michael Sierakowski - Moderator 

 michael.sierakowski@cam.org.au 
Barry Caldwell 
 

Parish Office 
 86 Mayona Road 

 9435 2178 
 Mon - Fri  9am-3pm 

 montmorency@cam.org.au 

Ana Solic 

 Pastoral Worker & Baptism Co-Ordinator 
 ana.solic@cam.org.au 

Gina Ang 

 Pastoral Worker & Caring Group Co-Ord 
 gina.ang@cam.org.au 

Beth Krolikowski: Secretary 

 beth.krolikowski@cam.org.au 

Kate Kogler: Secretary 
 kate.kogler@cam.org.au 

Child Safety: 
montmorency.childsafety@cam.org.au 

Website: www.sfxmonty.org 
  www.olhc.info 

Facebook: 
St Francis Xavier Parish Montmorency 

Monty & Eltham Newsletter & Facebook items:
 kate.kogler@cam.org.au  
 

Schools 
St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Principal:  Mr Nicholas Boyhan:  9435 8474 
nboyhan@sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 
www.sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 
 

Holy Trinity Primary School  
Principal:  Mr Vince Bumpstead:  9431 0888 
principal@htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au    
www.htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au 
 

Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School 
Principal:  Mr Chris Ray   9439 7824 
school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 
www.olhceltham.edu.au 
Religious Education Co-ordinator: 
Ms Marguerite Jones   9439 7824 

PARISH  TEAMS & INFORMATION 

RECENTLY DECEASED 

Our Lady Help of Christians Community offers its 

sincere condolences to the families and friends of: 

Edmond Shanahan 

husband of Betty, father of Michael, James, Noreen & Fiona 

and 
 

St Francis Xavier Community offers its sincere 

condolences to the families and friends of: 

Bernie Kelly 

husband of Mary, father of Julianne, Justin, Gerard & Kieran 

our thoughts & prayers 

are with you at this time. 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturday, 10:30am  Monty ~ Terry 

1/2 hr prior to any mass said by Michael 

Let us pray for all those who have gone 

before us marked with the sign of faith ... 

Montmorency 
For the recently deceased; 

Bernie Kelly 
For those whose anniversaries are at this time: 
Antonia Capuana, Urszula Doss, John Elliott, Don Horne 

For those in need of healing, 
 remembering especially: 
Baby Kylie, Sriyani Algama, Nikki Attwood, Kristina Brazaitis, 

Daniel Brewis, Eva Crowe, Desmond Deehan, 
Baby Finn Doolan, Renee Eastwood, Debbie Edgley, 
Marilyn Fairbank, Julian Forrester, Danielle Gray, 

Gennie Hannon, Colleen Hussin, Jim Hussin, Tina Inserra, 
Adrian Jones, Patsy Leed, Ian McCabe, Hasti Momeni, 
Therese Moore, Patricia Mulholland, Montagna Mustica, 

Graham Neal, Geoffrey Nyssen, Susan Phelan, Andrew Pighin, 

Mary Said, Anthony Salvatore, Mary Salvatore, 
Maria Schroeders, Jeanette Steward, John Tobin, 

Remi Vulich, Sheryn Zurzolo 

Eltham 
For the recently deceased; 

Edmond Shanahan 
For those whose anniversaries are at this time; 

Sebastian Cartisano 
For those in need of healing, 
 remembering especially: 
Iris Azzopardi, Ak Callaghan, Fay Dobson, Denice Donnellan, 

Philomena Harding, Teresa Revitt, Wayne Robinson, 
Barry Scully 

Collections last weekend: 24 & 25 Aug 2019  

Community Thanksgiving Presbytery 

Eltham $356.450 $680.65 

Montmorency $1,069.00 $1,086.60 

Please note the above figures are monies banked & 
do not include visa/mastercard or direct debits. 

Thank you so much for your contributions. 
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Special Collection this weekend:  Priest’s Retirement Foundation 
Dear Friends, 

Pope Francis recently spoke of all the hardworking priests who have tirelessly and honourable given their lives 

in service of God’s people.  He compared them to incense “which silently rises up to heaven.  Their weariness 

goes straight to the heart of the Father.” 

In the short time since I have come to Melbourne, I have already met these same priests among you.  On 

your behalf, I want to thank these humble stewards of God’s grace for us. 

It has been a wonderful custom in the Archdiocese of Melbourne to allow the faithful of the Archdiocese to 

show something of their own appreciation through an annual Fathers’ Day Appeal.  The appeal goes to the 

care of retired and sick priests by providing suitable accommodation, medical assistance and a comfortable 

standard of living for them. 

May I commend the Appeal to you. 

Please pray for your priests, as they pray for you! 

Peter A Comensoli 

Archbishop of Melbourne 

National Child Protection Week is coordinated by NAPCAN starting on Father’s 
Day on the first Sunday of September (1-7 September 2019). 

The aim of the week is to engage members of the community in supporting families and protecting 
children. 

2019 Theme: 

In 2019 National Child Protection Week focus on introducing a ‘child development’ communication 
frame to promote the messages that: 

• Kids do well when parents are supported 

• To raise thriving kids, parents need support to navigate life’s choppy waters 

•  

Background about the Theme…: 

This theme is based on evidence from the Frameworks Institute research commissioned by the Par-
enting Research Centre, which shows us the most effective way to talk about parenting and child 
wellbeing is with a ‘child development’ frame that: 

• Focuses on children and what they need to thrive, rather than blaming or evaluating parenting 

• Establishes the importance of interaction with parents and caregivers to child development, 
rather than assuming that young children simply grow 

• Helps people see that circumstances shape options, rather than assuming that good parenting 
comes naturally to individuals 

• Uses a ‘navigating waters’ metaphor where boats represent families/parenting, weather/
hazards represents the circumstances that can affect us all, and lighthouses and safe harbours 
represent the support that we all need. 

Changing the way we communicate and engage with families can take time and consideration. 
This is a whole new way of ‘framing’ the conversation about child well-being and parenting, which 
will require a long term commitment from Australian organisations. 

The following resource is designed to help you use the new research to communicate and engage 
parents: 

• Navigating Waters: Talking about Parenting - A FrameWorks Institute Toolkit (https://
www.parentingrc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Talking-About-Parenting-A-FrameWorks-
Toolkit-preview.pdf) 
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PLEASE SEND ALL BULLETIN ITEMS TO: 
Kate : kate.kogler@cam.org.au 

Thank you 

Monty Moves 
Are you ready 

for an exciting night? 

The Community Bush Dance is a 
great opportunity to promote 
well-being and build community.  
The Banana Lounge Bush Band 
will lead the dances with 
Terry Cole as caller. 

Event Date: Saturday, 7th Sept. 

Bookings are now open: 
http:/www.trybooking.com/BEGUP 

Cost: $25/$20 members, 
children free 

More info: Sophie 0422 989 035; 
montymoves@gmail.com 

Healing Mass & Lunch 
Our Healing Mass & Caring Group Lunch is coming up on 

Wednesday, 4th September. 

Mass starts at 11:30am, followed by Lunch in the Gathering 

Area at Our Lady Help of Christians, Eltham. 

All are welcome, please come make a fr iend or  be a fr iend 
to someone.  If you know of a neighbour, a friend, who might 

benefit from the lunch & company, please bring them along. 

Please put your names down on the sign-up sheet in the 
Gathering Area, to help us with catering. 

RSVP: Sunday, 1st September . 

We look forward to seeing you! 

If you wish to volunteer and be part of the Caring Group, 
helping with preparation, transport etc, please contact 
Gina Ang  9439 9206 or gina.ang@cam.org.au 

Sunday Brunchers 
Sunday Brunchers is a 
group for singles who 
would like to meet & 
socialise with others who 
share Christian values, in 
a relaxed environment. 
This new group is aiming 
to meet on the second 
Sunday of each month for 
social get-togethers with 
others in similar situations (whether you're a parent 
or not, been married before or not). 

Our next catch-up will be Sunday 8th September at 
11:45am in the Gathering Area of Our Lady Help of 
Christians (2 Henry St, Eltham), where we’ll be 
enjoying a barista course & making some rum balls! 

Come alone or bring a friend - all welcome! 

The October catch-up for the Sunday Brunchers will 
be on the 13th.  We’ll be welcoming other 
suggestions for future catch-ups. Watch out for 
details in coming weeks. 

For more details and to RSVP, please email: 
sbrunchers@gmail.com. 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
events/497464890821286/ 

Our wonderful and dedicated 
volunteer Eucharistic Ministers 
serve St Vincent’s Care residents on 
a regular basis.  Our volunteers are 
simply wonderful and so much 
appreciated, by the Parish, and more 
importantly, by the beautiful souls 
who wait for their blessing. 

Volunteering means one day per month, for maybe 1 or 2 
hours, usually on a Wednesday (which is preferable), 
however, Thursday or Friday can be accommodated. 

Should you sense Holy Spirit nudging you to offer your 
time once a month, please contact Trish on 0402 914 817.  
Thank you. 

 

After Funeral Hospitality 
On Tuesday, 3 September, our community will farewell 
long term parishioner Bernie Kelly. 

If you are able to assist with sandwiches or sweet finger 
food, please contact Frances Toscano on 0408 369 599 
or ftoscano@netspace.net.au. 

Food donations can be delivered to the SFX Hall between 
9.45am and 10.00am on Tuesday, as the volunteers 
prepare the hall. 

Thank you in advance. 

 

Days for Girls 

Have you heard about Days for Girls? It is a worldwide 
organisation that makes reusable sanitary kits for women in 
Third World countries that last for at least 3 years.  Kadasig Aid 
& Development and some parishioners have established a 
chapter and are up and running.  Do you have any fabric at 
home?  Must be pure cotton and flannelette which can be in 
lovely colours & designs.  Do you sew?  You may like to come 
along to learn more about this project?  If you would like to 
understand the program more please come along on Monday 
September 9 in the parish hall to meet with the ladies guiding 
this wonderful project. 
Please have a look on line: www. daysforgirls.org or contact 
Glenys Gayfer 0411 196 395 for further information. 

 

Book of the Month: 

Richard Rohr's latest book: The Universal Christ 

Quote: Rohr sees Christ everywhere, and not just 

people.  He reminds us that 

the first incarnation of God is 

Creation itself, and tells us 

God loves things by becoming 

them.  Just for that sentence, 

and there are many more, I 

cannot put this book down. 

Bono U2 
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Caring for our Environment 
It is now illegal in Victoria to place e-waste into any rubbish bin and have it end up in landfill.  E-waste includes anything 
with a plug, battery or power cord that is no longer wanted or useful.  Small items, such as mobile phones, can be taken to 
the libraries but larger items need to be taken to a Waste Recovery Centre.  In Banyule this is at the corner of Waterdale 
Rd & Banksia St in Bellfield, and in Nillumbik in Yan Yean Rd, Plenty.  Further details are on the councils websites. 
SFX Social Justice Group 
 

Upstream Challenge Walk 

On Saturday 9 November, I will be walking (and staggering) 50 km from the city to Donvale, as part of the ‘Upstream 
Challenge’ to raise money for five great charities, including Raise, a foundation for Youth Mentoring, which trains one-
on-one mentors for Australian teenagers having trouble with school, or life - as many of us did, or do, or will, at some 
time.  It is a locally organised & volunteer-run event. 

Ours is already a very generous parish, but if you would like to donate a small sum, you can do it here (where you can see 
details about the charities & how to join in): https://upstreamfoundation.org/groups/sherwood-foresters/ 

OR you can find me after Mass & make or pledge a donation (coins of any colour are welcome !), which will be very 
gratefully received. 

If anyone is interested in joining the walk on the day (you can do 20kms of it starting near Heidelberg to the finish at 
Donvale), please let me know.  At the moment we are a team of three. Some people run it, but not us! 

Peter Beckford 
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Eltham & Monty Rosters 

Monty  7/8 Sep 

Ashworth, Margaret E10:30 

Borgolotto, Nello CNTR 

Brewer, Jenny E10:30 

Cain, Helen E10:30 

Davis, Mark E10:30 

Dean, Mary E10:30 

Dounis, Danielle E8:30 

Egan, Clem E6:00 

Egan, Tess E6:00 

Emslie, Maureen E6:00 

French, Jossie CNTR 

Hannon, Gennie E8:30 

Hannon, Kevin E8:30 

Kuppe, Andy W6:00 

Lister, Kerry E8:30 

McKinley, Michael W8:30 

McKinna, Jane W6:00 

McShane, Jill E8:30 

Meredith, Jeanette BPTZ 

Meredith, Shane BPTZ 

Ramsdale, John PRYR 

Skipper, Patsy E8:30 

Spina, Connie W10:30 

Sullivan, Frances W8:30 

Sullivan, Michael CLNR 

Turner, Jenny W10:30 

Wallace, Kathryn W10:30 

Walter, Alan E6:00 

Walter, Kathleen E6:00 

Warrillow, Elizabeth E8:30 

Watson, Denis CLNR 

Williams, Anne E10:30 

Williams, Peter E10:30 

Witten, Janine E6:00 

Zerjal, Frida E6:00 

Eltham 

Saturday 31 August - 6:00pm 

Commentator Jennie O’Dell 

Lector Denzil Furtado 

Eucharistic Ministers John Gaspersz 

 Karen Gaspersz 

 Natisha Gaspersz 

Sacristan Carmel Saltalamacchia 

Sunday 1 September - 9:30am 

Commentator Linda Dunell 

Lector Michelle Leahy 

Eucharistic Ministers Denice Donnellan 

 Joan Gilbert 

 Marian Goss 

 Greg Northrop 

 Sharyn Northrop 

Sacristan Marian Goss 

Altar Society 
Carmel Satalamacchia 
Linda Dunell 

Morning Tea Scully 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue Scannell Family 

Counters 
Greg Northrop 
Colin & Trish Taylor 

 

Saturday 7 September - 6:00pm 

Commentator Vicki Jordan 

Lector Kathleen Nolan 

Eucharistic Ministers David Scannell 

 Maureen Scannell 

 Volunteer Please 

Sacristan Marianne Hadley 

Sunday 8 September - 9:30am 

Commentator Neil Walker 

Lector Maria Gartland 

Eucharistic Ministers Miranda Armstrong 

 Marlis Dopheide 

 Linda Dunell 

 Peter Rigg 

 Trish Taylor 

Sacristan Marian Goss 

Altar Society 
Gianna Milwain 
Vali Hall 

Morning Tea Smith 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue Stewart Family 

Counters 
Maurice Brosnan 
Wen & Clare Zavadil 

Parishioners, assistance is always promptly 
available by contacting 

1800 305 330,  10am - 3pm weekdays 

Calling for a Volunteer Roster Co-Ordinator to manage the 
Eltham rosters.  

Your help would be much appreciated. 
Support & assistance provided! 

Please contact Kate  9435 2178  kate.kogler@cam.org.au 
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Monty & Eltham Calendar of Events 

Sat 31 Eltham: Mass 6:00pm 

 Monty: Mass 6:00pm 

Sun 1 Monty: Mass 8:30am 

 Eltham: Mass 9:30am 

 Monty: Mass 10:30am 

 Monty: First Sunday of the Month BBQ 11:15am 

Mon 2 Monty: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 9:15am 

Tue 3 Eltham: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
(Beverley) 9:15am 

 Monty: Funeral - Bernie Kelly 10:30am 

 Eltham: Prayer Shawl, Gathering Area 11:00am 

 Eltham: Funeral - Edmond Shanahan 1:00pm 

 Eltham: Malawi Support Group 7:30pm 

Wed 4 Eltham: Mass 9:15am 

 Monty: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 9:15am 

 Eltham: Healing Mass & Luncheon 11:00am 

 Monty: Small Church Community Meeting 1:00pm 

Thu 5 Eltham: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
(Elisabeth) 9:15am 

 Monty: Mass 9:15am 

 Mass at Garden Views 10:30am 

Fri 6 Eltham: Grade 5/6A Class Mass 9:15am 

 Monty: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 9:15am 

Sat 7 Eltham: Mass 6:00pm 

 Monty: Mass 6:00pm 

 Eltham: OLHC School Trivia Night 7:00pm 

Sun 8 Monty: Mass 8:30am 

 Eltham: Mass 9:30am 

 Monty: Mass 10:30am 

 Eltham: Sunday Brunchers in Gathering Area 11:45am 

 Monty: Baptisms 12:00pm 

Mon 9 Monty: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 9:15am 

Tue 10 Eltham: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
(Trish) 9:15am 

 Monty: Mass 9:15am 

Wed 11 Eltham: Mass 9:15am 

 Monty: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 9:15am 

Thu 12 Eltham: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
(Barbara) 9:15am 

 Monty: Mass 9:15am 

 Eltham: Prayer Shawl, Gathering Area 7:30pm 

Fri 13 Eltham: Grade 1/2LClass Mass 9:15am 

 Monty: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 9:15am 

Sat 14 Eltham: Mass 6:00pm 

 Monty: Mass 6:00pm 

Sun 15 Social Services Sunday 

 Monty: Mass 8:30am 

 Eltham: Mass 9:30am 

 Monty: Mass, Children’s Liturgy of the Word 10:30am 

 Monty: Baptisms 12:00pm 

Mon 16 Monty: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 9:15am 

Tue 17 Eltham: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 
(Peter) 9:15am 

 Monty: Mass 9:15am 

 Eltham: Prayer Shawl, Gathering Area 11:00am 

SFX Passionist Family Groups’ 
Activities for September 2019 

WHY NOT JOIN IN? 
8 Sep Cassidy: Brunch at Henry Barkly Park 
 - Heidelberg 
 Egan: Picnic at Maranoa Gardens - Balwyn 
11 Sep Lanigan: National Gallery Victor ia followed by lunch 
20 Sep Wood: Record Night at a member’s home 
21 Sep Heagerty: Pizza Night at a member’s home. 

If you would like to join one of the planned activities, if you are 
interested in learning more about Family Groups OR if you 
would like to join a family Group, please call 
Joan & David Muller (9438 2748). 

Happy Father’s day to all Dad’s and Granddad’s in our parish 
and schools.  Below are some titles of booklets which may be of 
interest to parishioners and their families to help our focus on 
gift of life from our Fathers.  These are just a few of the new 
titles: 

• Prayers for a New Father 

• Celebrate Fathers 

• Crea�ve Ways to Pray with your Children 

• What Makes Me Special  

• How can we help our Children 

• 31 Days 31 Ways to Pray for Children 

• Ge#ng Along with My Brothers and Sisters 

Please feel free to browse these and other related booklets 
together with the many other topics of interest.  They are 
located in the racks on the pillar in the front porch (between the 
two entrance doors in the foyer) opposite the morning tea table.  
We hope you enjoy the selection. 

A gold coin donation in either of the St Vincent de Paul 

boxes at the front or side entrance to the church will help 

defray costs.  

Are you interested in becoming a volunteer with St Vincent 

de Paul through our conference, perhaps at our 

Vinnies shop in Briar Hill, or in some other 

administrative capacity?  If so please contact Mike on 

0417 221 245 or the Parish Office  

 

CLC Present: 

Girls Can Create 

This complimentary after-school program is designed for 
girls in Years 3, 4 & 5 to ignite their passion for art. 

In this 3 week course children will get to unleash their 
creativity in our beautiful art studio and get to take their 
own piece of art home at the end of each sess. 

Tuesday 3, 10 & 17 September 
4:00pm to 5:00pm 
19 Diamond St, Eltham 
www.trybooking.com/BEUGC 
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Who’s at Your Lunch Table? Weekly Parables for Catholic Parishes 
 (GPBS.com.au) 

The school tuckshop.  Over there are the jocks.  There’s the drama club.  There’s the band.  There’s 
that one kid who always eats alone.  Who will you eat with?  Who wouldn’t you be caught dead 
eating with?  Those are the questions Jesus asks in this week’s Gospel. 

Parties and meals are social time.  It’s pretty normal to spend that time with friends and people who 
share your interests.  But sometimes friendships can become cliques that exclude or look down on 
others. 

Jesus calls us to expand our circle of friends.  Why?  Because many people need our company.  Meals 
were huge in Jesus’ ministry.  He brought outcasts to meals with people of honour.  He ate in the 
homes of people considered sinners.  His meals revealed God’s Reign - where everyone has a place 
around the table. 

He tells his followers to stop worrying about whether their seat allocation proves they’re honourable.  
He asks them to welcome outcasts to their meals and into their lives. 

What does that mean for us?  Reach out.  Each tuckshop has young people who sit alone.  Invite 
them to your table.  Each school has young people that are friendless.  Welcome them into your 
circle of friends.  Each town has nursing homes with lonely people.  Find yourself another grandpa 
or grandma. 

Honour the people others forget, and others will see that Jesus’ ministry continues. 

What concrete step could you take to follow this Gospel this week? 

Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14 
On a sabbath day Jesus had gone for a meal to the house of one of the leading Pharisees; and they watched 
him closely.  He then told the guests a parable, because he had noticed how they picked the places of honour.  

He said this, ‘When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take your seat in the place of honour.  A 

more distinguished person than you may have been invited, and the person who invited you both may come 

and say, “Give up your place to this man.”  And then, to your embarrassment, you would have to go and take 

the lowest place.  No; when you are a guest, make your way to the lowest place and sit there, so that, when 

your host comes, he may say, “My friend, move up higher.”  In that way, everyone with you at the table will 

see you honoured.  For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and the man who humbles himself will 

be exalted.’ 

Then he said to his host, ‘When you give a lunch or a dinner, do not ask your friends, brothers, relations or 

rich neighbours, for fear they repay your courtesy by inviting you in return.  No; when you have a party, invite 

the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; that they cannot pay you back means that you are fortunate, because 

repayment will be made to you when the virtuous rise again.’ 


