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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

1. In the Gospel of this radiant night of the Easter Vigil, we first meet the women who go the tomb of Jesus with spices 
to anoint his body (cf. Lk 24:1-3). They go to perform an act of compassion, a traditional act of affection and love for a 
dear departed person, just as we would. They had followed Jesus, they had listened to his words, they had felt  
understood by him in their dignity and they had accompanied him to the very end, to Calvary and to the moment when 
he was taken down from the cross. We can imagine their feelings as they make their way to the tomb: a certain sad-
ness, sorrow that Jesus had left them, he had died, his life had come to an end. Life would now go on as before. Yet the 
women continued to feel love, the love for Jesus which now led them to his tomb. But at this point, something  
completely new and unexpected happens, something which upsets their hearts and their plans, something which will 
upset their whole life: they see the stone removed from before the tomb, they draw near and they do not find the 
Lord’s body. It is an event which leaves them perplexed, hesitant, full of questions: “What happened?”, “What is the 
meaning of all this?” (cf. Lk 24:4). Doesn’t the same thing also happen to us when something completely new occurs in 
our everyday life? We stop short, we don’t understand, we don’t know what to do. Newness often makes us fearful,  
including the newness which God brings us, the newness which God asks of us. We are like the Apostles in the Gospel: 
often we would prefer to hold on to our own security, to stand in front of a tomb, to think about someone who has died, 
someone who ultimately lives on only as a memory, like the great historical figures from the past. We are afraid of 
God’s surprises; we are afraid of God’s surprises! He always surprises us! 

Dear brothers and sisters, let us not be closed to the newness that God wants to bring into our lives! Are we often  
weary, disheartened and sad? Do we feel weighed down by our sins? Do we think that we won’t be able to cope? Let us 
not close our hearts, let us not lose confidence, let us never give up: there are no situations which God cannot change, 
there is no sin which he cannot forgive if only we open ourselves to him. 

2. But let us return to the Gospel, to the women, and take one step further. They find the tomb empty, the body of Jesus 
is not there, something new has happened, but all this still doesn’t tell them any-
thing certain: it raises questions; it leaves them confused, without offering an 
answer. And suddenly there are two men in dazzling clothes who say: “Why do 
you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; but has risen” (Lk 24:5-6). 
What was a simple act, done surely out of love – going to the tomb – has now 
turned into an event, a truly life-changing event. Nothing remains as it was be-
fore, not only in the lives of those women, but also in our own lives and in the 
history of mankind. Jesus is not dead, he has risen, he is alive! He does not simply 
return to life; rather, he is life itself, because he is the Son of God, the living God 
(cf. Num 14:21-28; Deut 5:26; Josh 3:10). Jesus no longer belongs to the past, but 
lives in the present and is projected towards the future; he is the everlasting 
“today” of God. This is how the newness of God appears to the women, the  
disciples and all of us: as victory over sin, evil and death, over everything that 
crushes life and makes it seem less human. And this is a message meant for me 
and for you, dear sister, dear brother. How often does Love have to tell us: Why 
do you look for the living among the dead? Our daily problems and worries can 

(Continued on page 3) 
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LinC Update 

 On the first weekend in March, Father Kevin’s homily 
focussed on gratitude and blessings. Father told us that the 
inspiration for the homily had come from Ronald Rolheiser.  
Rolheiser’s book: The Holy Longing is the newest addition to 
the library. I have read it and recommend it highly. It will be 
available on the top shelf before Easter 

 Gratitude is a doorway into a closer relationship with 
Jesus. A few years ago I read about a woman who had kept a 
gratitude book. It caused me to consider the same idea. On my 
sixty-ninth birthday I put the idea into practice. For three  
hundred and sixty-five days, culminating on my seventieth 
birthday, I focussed on taking a photo of something or some-
one for whom I was grateful. Now I have a record of that year 
and all the blessings I received. I placed the photos into an  
album as I took them, and wrote a few lines to explain.  

 When I peruse my album I smile at some of the  
special, and not so special happenings, and again I am grateful 
even for having been motivated to undertake the exercise.  Let 
me share a few of the items in my 365 Days of Gratitude Book. 

 On the very first page is a birthday card of an exotic, 
and stunningly beautiful young woman. My husband wrote: To 
my Beautiful Wife. I love you. It made me smile that he would 
choose such a card for his rapidly ageing wife. A few pages in, 
is a photo of our church library that contains a wealth of  
wisdom to guide the spiritual journey. I am grateful that Kevin 
allowed me to set it up. Then I come to the photo of my grand-
daughter and me wearing identical purple and white spotted 
pyjamas; a kind interstate friend made them and posted to me.  

 On the same page is a huge pile of firewood a neigh-
bour dropped off. A photo of Father Kevin saying morning 
Mass is over the page; how blessed we are to have a parish 
priest to do this, and to share our faith at OLHC. Oh dear, I can’t 
believe my bed is six pages in … I’d die without it; I’m an  
obsessive sleeper.  Nayana & Carl Gillespie’s wedding day is on 
this page too.  
 Nayana brought so much joy to our parish. [I must be 
more discerning or I will run out of paper] Other items include 
the Walkman that accompanies me on my walks each morning, 
my bike that gives me so much joy, Rethu from the Ginger  
Garlic whose food we love, and whose hospitality is second to 
none. A Cherry Ripe surprise, from Colin’s shopping trip. 
 There’s, seven-year-old Toby’s awful black eye, and 
the kookaburras, parrots and suburban gardens of Eltham. 
 There’s friends, family and a neighbour who sings; 
celebrations, and Easter daisies that never fail to take me back 
to my childhood home in Essendon; that of course leads me to 
say the Bombers who are in for a spectacular season … don’t 
say it! There’s a wonderful painting of little aboriginal girls 
skipping with a rope, given to me by my friend Shirley, who 
remembered I loved it before she moved into aged care, and 
possibly won’t know me next I visit. There’s blossoms, poppies 
and beaches. There’s glorious sunsets and golden wattles, the 
Vinnie’s pantry, and some dear souls who now rest in the  
Eternal arms.  
 I think you get the idea … it’s such a wonderful under-
taking, and with you forever. When Forever moves into  
Eternity your family will have it to recall you. 
                                                                                                                                                                                      Trish Taylor 

Gratitude and Blessings 

LinC Eltham (Love in the name of Christ) was set up in 1993 
where volunteers from the local Christian churches offer practical 
support to those in need in the local community. 

I hope all our volunteers at Our Lady’s have had a relaxing and 
refreshing holiday over January and are willing to serve the Lord 
again this year. 

So far this year, two volunteers from Our Lady’s are on a roster to 
do the shopping for a lady every fortnight in Eltham, A volunteer 
also takes a lady to a craft session at St. Mary’s Greensborough 

once a month. One of our clients moved to Castlemaine 
at the end of last year. A volunteer also takes a lady to 
a Seniors’ group once a month. Volunteers also drive 
clients for medical appointments.   We are still looking for another 
volunteer to  answer the phones on a Friday morning. On the job 
training would be provided and the Referral Centre is closed dur-
ing the school holidays. 

If you are interested in helping the local community in this way, or 
finding out more about LinC, please contact Clare Zavadil on 9439-
2492. Volunteers are given a break during the school holidays. 

 ALLELUIA!!! The Lord is RISEN!!! 

Let us REJOICE and EMBRACE  our NEW LIVES. 

God could have liberated us in any way that He wanted: instead of satisfying populist Jewish hopes of a superman Messiah, 
the Father caught them off-guard by presenting a helpless baby who grew up only to let Himself be crucified.  Why didn’t 
God rid the world of sin, evil and crime? 

What the Resurrection teaches us is that God doesn’t forcibly intervene to eradicate pain and death; instead He redeems 
the pain and vindicates the death.   

The Resurrection is something that renews and energizes every moment of life.  God is always making new life and empow-
ering it with a goodness, graciousness and energy that, in the end, heals all wounds, forgives all sins and brings all kinds of 
decaying things to a renewed life. 

When our lives are based on what’s true and loving, we spread Resurrection Power. 

Fr Kevin 
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 The Spirit of God 

Two examples of the Spirit of God: 

The New Colossus (Emma Lazarus – American Poet (1849-
1887)  

Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame                                                                                     
With conquering limbs astride from land to land;                                                                             
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand                                                                            
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame                                                                                     
Is the imprisoned lighting, and her name                                                                                               
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand                                                                                     
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command                                                                                 
The air-bridged harbour that twin cities frame,                                                                                                
‘Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!’ cries she                                                                                 
With silent lips. ‘Give me your tired, your poor,                                                                                        
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,                                                                                                     
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore,                                                                                                      
Send these, the homeless, tempest- tossed to me,                                                                                                     
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!’  

 

Rose Hawthorne Lathrop 

A close friend of Lazarus, Rose Hawthorne Lathrop was 
inspired by the “New Colossus’ to found in 1900 the  
Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne. 

The Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne are a Roman Catholic 
congregation of Religious Sisters in the United States  
specialising in caring for those who are suffering from  
terminal cancer and have no financial resources. 

                         

 

‘We should strive to keep our hearts open to the sufferings of others and pray continually that God may grant us that 
spirit of compassion which is truly the spirit of God.’                               

Editor’s note: 
Anyone who is an internet user knows how easy it is to start searching for one thing and end up at a totally different 
destination. After receiving this item from John Stevens, I thought I would look up the Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne.  
Apart from finding out that their founder was the daughter of American author Nathaniel Hawthorne, their website led 
me to www.catholicendoflife.org – a US site devoted to Catholic guidance for end-of-life decision making. I commend 
both of these sites to our readers. 

wrap us up in ourselves, in sadness and bitterness… and that is where death is. That is not the place to look for the One 
who is alive! 

Let the risen Jesus enter your life, welcome him as a friend, with trust: he is life! If up till now you have kept him at a 
distance, step forward. He will receive you with open arms. If you have been indifferent, take a risk: you won’t be  
disappointed. If following him seems difficult, don’t be afraid, trust him, be confident that he is close to you, he is with 
you and he will give you the peace you are looking for and the strength to live as he would have you do. 

3. There is one last little element that I would like to emphasize in the Gospel for this Easter Vigil. The women encounter 
the newness of God. Jesus has risen, he is alive! But faced with empty tomb and the two men in brilliant clothes, their 
first reaction is one of fear: “they were terrified and bowed their faced to the ground”, Saint Luke tells us – they didn’t 
even have courage to look. But when they hear the message of the Resurrection, they accept it in faith. And the two men 
in dazzling clothes tell them something of crucial importance: “Remember what he told you when he was still in  
Galilee… And they remembered his words” (Lk 24:6,8). They are asked to remember their encounter with Jesus, to re-
member his words, his actions, his life; and it is precisely this loving remembrance of their experience with the Master 
that enables the women to master their fear and to bring the message of the Resurrection to the Apostles and all the 
others (cf. Lk 24:9). To remember what God has done and continues to do for me, for us, to remember the road we have 
travelled; this is what opens our hearts to hope for the future. May we learn to remember everything that God has done 
in our lives. 

On this radiant night, let us invoke the intercession of the Virgin Mary, who treasured all these events in her heart (cf. Lk 
2:19,51) and ask the Lord to give us a share in his Resurrection. May he open us to the newness that transforms. May he 
make us men and women capable of remembering all that he has done in our own lives and in the history of our world. 
May he help us to feel his presence as the one who is alive and at work in our midst. And may he teach us each day not to 
look among the dead for the Living One. Amen. 

http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2013/03/30/full-text-of-pope-franciss-homily-at-the-easter-vigil/ 

Pope Francis’s homily at the 2014  Easter Vigil (continued) 
(Continued from page 5) 
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GodStart is a CatholicCare Post Baptism Support Program Designed to Help 

Parents with The Early Development of their Child’s Faith 
 

 Baptism is an important event in an infant’s life, signifying the parents’ commitment to raise their 
child within the parish community.  It marks the beginning of a partnership between the parish and parents sharing the 
joint responsibility of nurturing the child’s relationship with God.  
 CatholicCare’s GodStart program assists parishes to keep in touch with families in the early years before their 
children enter school.  

How GodStart Works 
 The GodStart program is just what its name implies – getting children off to a good start in their relationship with 
God.  GodStart helps parents develop awareness of God in their children’s lives, beginning with their first birthday and 
carrying through to their fourth birthday and beyond.   
 To mark these special occasions CatholicCare has available a series of beautifully illustrated birthday cards and an 
interactive prayer book for the child. 
 Our parish supports the GodStart program by obtaining and sending these birthday cards on the child’s first,  
second, and third birthday and the prayer book on their fourth birthday.  In doing so our parish takes an active role in 
helping parents teach their child about the love of God.   
 The program is divided into three stages, each centred on the parish remembering the birthdays of their youngest 
members. 
Stage One 
 The first birthday card encourages the lighting of the baptismal candle as a way of symbolizing God’s presence in 
their home.  The second birthday card encourages awareness of God in the world around them. 
Stage Two 
 The second stage is designed around the child’s third birthday. The card for the child’s third birthday is an activity 
card that parents can undertake with their child. The cards are designed to encourage conversations about how to  
recognize God in their lives. 
Stage Three 
 The final stage is intended to encourage regular prayer in the family.  To assist with this, a small interactive pray-
er book is sent to the child on their fourth birthday.  This also presents as an ideal time for the parish school to introduce 
itself as potential partners in the continuing faith education of the child. 
 The GodStart program can also strengthen the ties the parish has with families, assisting in the development of 
the parish community.  As parents enjoy the cards and activities with their children, it provides them with the opportunity 
to invigorate their own faith, encouraging them towards active and regular participation in parish life. 
 

From  CatholicCare GodStart Program Information 
Jenny Fraser GodStart OLHC 

                                      Mercy: softest and most gentle of words 
                                      washes over me, purifying, cleansing. 

 
                                     No matter the slight, no matter the wound 

                                     I put aside my lesser self, and search 
                                     for the forbearance to allow forgiveness 

                                     and clemency to favour me. 
 

                                    Whether victim or perpetrator I want to 
                                    see beyond the pain, to draw upon Grace 

                                    to uphold me and bring kindness and healing. 
 

                                    For to either know or show mercy 
                                    is to have felt the touch of God. 

Trish 

 

 

Pope Francis has announced an extraordinary jubilee, a Holy Year of Mercy, to highlight the Catholic Church's 
‘mission to be a witness of mercy ’ from 8 December, 2015, until 20 November, 2016  



Page  5 

MARIAN                                                                                                                                     April 2015  

Be a Rebel 
 

The following is a talk by John Bylsma given at Masses a few weeks ago. 
 
 Good morning.  I am a dual Olympian (a cyclist at Mexico and Munich). 
 I drink a bit too much! I used to drink a lot too much! 
 About 35-40 years ago, I went for a job interview for the position of national sales manager, I was asked "Do you 
drink" I replied "Only socially", Jack said "very good,  my partner and I don't drink, and we need someone to wine and dine 
the customers.” I thought 'great‘. 
 After 10 years of increasing sales and my alcohol; writing off 2 cars and nearly killing myself twice, and 6 months 
into a 2 year drink-driving suspension, I was asked/told "time’s up, we should go our separate ways.” In today's world, I 
should have sued them, they employed me because I drank. They sacked me because I drank. 
 About the same time, we met the priest a couple of times before our son started primary school. He said "John - 
Zvonka, Melanie and Julian go to Mass on Sundays, why don't you?” I replied " hadn't got around to it! been too busy involved 
in cycling and work.” He said "try it". I thought, I'll try anything - you don't learn if you don't try. I tried olives, garlic, ancho-
vies and coriander, I liked 3 out of 4 of them. 
 I went to Mass on Sunday, didn't do too much, just took it all in. I found an amazing peace; to quote Darryl Kerrigan 
in the Castle "the serenity". It was like in basketball terms -’time out’. 
 The more I went, the more I got out of it, God, prayers, symbols, ritual, were all a bit too hard to take in, but the 
priest kept talking about this Jesus character. I thought, “I can relate to this bloke, a man after my own heart”. He took care of 
the sick, i.e. The lepers. He comforted and cared for the poor. He looked after the sinners, i.e. Mary Magdalene.  He loved a 
party, ‘turned the water into wine‘ and with a couple of loaves and fishes, he fed the multitude. He wasn’t a member of the 
establishment, didn't like their taxes and treatment of the poor. He didn't do anything wrong, but they - the establishment 
were threatened by him - they were jealous of Him, He was a rebel. 
 That's how I see Jesus: as a do-good rebel. If only I can be a do-good rebel. 
Thank you - John Bylsma  
 
P.S. The girls asked me to do a bit of "The hard sell"- cannot afford to be in their bad books. 
Please stay after Mass for morning tea. Remember we are a kind, giving caring Parish. Go out of your way and sit next to these 
new parishioners - yes they are parishioners. The seat you always sit in - isn't yours - you haven't got land rights. The same 
applies out in the street or around the shops, go up to and talk, have a cup of coffee with your new fellow parishioners.  My 
mate Jesus would have. 

 A – Stylized wooden cross 

Our New Paschal Candle 

Designed and decorated by Ramos Furtado 

B – The Host, the Holy Eucharist 

C –  The Sacrificial Lamb, Jesus who was crucified for our sins 

D –  Palm leaves, that are used to symbolize Easter 

E –  Alpha & Omega: the beginning and the end 

F –  Rivers of ‘living water’, meant to purify us 



  Our Lady Help of Christians  

 

SCHOOL TEAM  

School Principal: Chris Ray  

School Secretary: Liz Cox  

R.E.C. : Marguerite Jones  

PARISH SCHOOL 

School: 1-13 Henry Street. Eltham  

Phone: 9439 7824  

email: school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au  

web site: www.olhceltham.catholic.edu.au  

 

WEEKEND MASSES  

Saturday 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.00am, 11.00am  

PARISH VISION STATEMENT 

 

A loving parish, centred in Christ,  

that is welcoming, inclusive and connected, 

 and relevant to the needs of our world.  

PARISH TEAM  

Parish Priest: Fr. Kevin Burke  

Parish Secretaries:  
Angela Vines (Mon & Wed 9am - 3.30pm)  
Loretta Marazzato (Fri 9am - 3.30pm)  

Pastoral Worker:  Gina Ang 
(Tues , Wed  & Thurs 9am - 3.30pm) 

PARISH HOUSE 

Parish: 4 Henry Street, Eltham  

House: P.O. Box 310, Eltham  

Phone: 9439 9206  

Fax: 9431 3755  

email: olhc@alphalink.com.au  

web site: www.olhc.info  

PARISH DIRECTORY 

HEALING MASSES  

First Wednesday of March/June/ September/December - 11:30am 

WEEKDAY MASSES  

Tuesday - Friday 9.15am  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday - 9:30am  

This Issue’s Prayer –  A prayer for peace 

 
O Lord, you love justice and you establish peace on earth. 

We bring before you the disunity of today’s world; 

the absurd violence, and the many wars which are breaking the courage 

of the peoples of the world; 

human greed and injustice, which breed hatred and strife. 
 

Send your spirit and renew the face of the earth; 

teach us to be compassionate towards the whole human family; 

strengthen the will of all those who fight for justice and for peace, 

and give us that peace which the world cannot give.  

 

May all who work for a world of peace and reason, be granted the gifts of strength and courage. 

May the good that dwells within every human heart be magnified. 

May the blessings of truth and understanding be ours. 

May the love of God abide within us all, 

And as we create and plan for tomorrow may we do so with grace, wisdom, compassion and love for all. Amen. 


