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Monty & Eltham 
The Catholic Parishes of 

St Francis Xavier & Our Lady Help of Christians 

First Sunday of Lent ~ Year A 1 March 2020 

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people who are the traditional custodians of this land 
and pay respect to the elders past, present and emerging of the Kulin Nation. 

This parish has a commitment to ensuring the safety of children and vulnerable people in our community. 

For more information visit www.sfxmonty.org 

We support the recommendations of the Royal Commission into institutional abuse and pray for all the survivors. 

Lenten Celebrations: 
   Communal Rites of Forgiveness and Anointing Masses during Lent 
 

As we begin these 40 days - the ancient journey to Easter, we have a number of opportunities to participate in Anointing 
Masses and Rites of Forgiveness. 

These celebrations of ‘Healing’ are open to everyone in our Catholic communities and can be a wonderful opportunity 

to move across Eltham & Montmorency to visit and share our faith tradition.  

Please note that the 3 Communal Rites of Forgiveness will be organised by the school communities and are apart of 
Grade 3’s Sacramental program. Naturally we welcome these children and their families to these celebrations and 

encourage everyone to experience the love of God through these Rites. 

• Healing / Anointing Mass & Lunch -  
 Wednesday 4th. March 

    ( Our Lady Help of Christians - Eltham ) Time: 11:30am 

• Communal Rite of Forgiveness -  
 Tuesday 10th. March 

    ( St. Francis Xavier - Montmorency ) Time: 7pm 

• Communal Rite of Forgiveness -  
 Thursday 12th. March 

    ( Our Lady Help of Christians - Eltham ) Time: 7pm 

• Communal Rite of Forgiveness -  
 Thursday 19th. March 

    ( St. Francis Xavier - Montmorency ) Time: 7pm 

• Healing / Anointing Mass & Lunch -  
 Tuesday 31st. March 

   ( St. Francis Xavier - Montmorency ) Time: 11:30am 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Eltham Stewardship Envelopes  
To all those on the ‘Thanksgiving’ program. Please note that your next year of 
envelopes are now available for your collection - please collect them from the 
church foyer. Naturally, a big ‘Thank You’ for your ongoing support and 

financial contribution to the running of Our Lady Help of Christians in Eltham. 
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OUR PEOPLE & 
OUR CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priests 

Terry Kean - Pastor in Solidum 
 terry.kean@cam.org.au 

Michael Sierakowski - Moderator 

 michael.sierakowski@cam.org.au 

Barry Caldwell 

 

Parish Office 
 86 Mayona Road 

 9435 2178 

 Mon - Fri  9am-3pm 

 montmorency@cam.org.au 

Gina Ang 

 Pastoral Worker & Caring Group Co-Ord 

 gina.ang@cam.org.au 

Beth Krolikowski: Pastoral Manager 

 montmorency@cam.org.au 

Kate Kogler: Secretary & Bulletin 

 eltham@cam.org.au 

Peter Williams: Child Safety Officer 
 montmorency.childsafety@cam.org.au 

Website: www.sfxmonty.org 

  www.olhc.info 

Facebook: 
St Francis Xavier Parish Montmorency 

Monty & Eltham Newsletter & Facebook items: 
 eltham@cam.org.au 

 

Schools 

St Francis Xavier Primary School 

Principal:  Mr Philip Cachia:  9435 8474 

principal@sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 

www.sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 

 

Holy Trinity Primary School  

Principal:  Mr Vince Bumpstead:  9431 0888 

principal@htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au 

www.htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au 

 

Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School 

Principal:  Mr Chris Ray:  9439 7824 

school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 

www.olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 

PARISH  TEAMS & INFORMATION 

RECENTLY DECEASED 
St Francis Xavier Community offers its sincere condolences 

to the family and friends of: 
 

Margaret Murphy 
Wife of Ted 

Mother of Michael and Dorothy 
 
 

our thoughts & prayers are with you at this time. 

Let us pray for all those who have gone 

before us marked with the sign of faith ... 

Montmorency 
For the recently deceased;  Margaret Murphy 
 

For those whose anniversaries are at this time: 

 Jim Deehan, Val Carrigg. 
 

For those in need of healing, remembering especially: 

Baby Kylie, Sriyani Algama, Nikki Attwood, Justine Best, 

Kristina Brazaitis, Daniel Brewis, Desmond Deehan,  
Renee Eastwood, Debbie Edgley, Marilyn Fairbank,  
Julian Forrester, Gennie Hannon, Samuel Hauser 

(Kyabram), Colleen Hussin, Jim Hussin, Tina Inserra, 

Adrian Jones, Patsy Leed, Pat Longton, Erin McLindon, 

Hasti Momeni, Therese Moore,Patricia Mulholland, 

Montagna Mustica, Graham Neal,Geoffrey Nyssen, 

Mercy Ocson, Ron Pfeil, Susan Phelan,Andrew Pighin, 

Terry Said, Anthony Salvatore,Mary Salvatore,  
Maria Schroeders, Jeanette Steward, John Tobin,  

Aldo Viapiana, Remi Vulich, Sheryn Zurzolo. 
 

Eltham 
For the recently deceased; 

For those whose anniversaries are at this time; 

For those in need of healing, remembering especially: 

Baby Harriet Banks, Ak Callaghan, Jon D’Cruz,  
Ruth Decker, Fay Dobson, Baby Finley McPartlin, 

Simone Owen, Jo Porter, Paul Rushbrook. 

To include an anniversary please contact Parish House. 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday, 10:30am  Monty ~ Terry 

1/2 hr prior to any mass said by Michael 

Collections last weekend: 22 & 23 Feb 2020 

Community Thanksgiving Presbytery 

Eltham  $371.00  $676.90 

Montmorency  $1,387.00  $1,368.85 

Please note the above figures are monies banked & 
do not include visa/mastercard or direct debits. 

Thank you so much for your contributions. 
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Education in Faith News ~ OLHC, SFX and HT 

 

Reconciliation 2020 - Year 3 Students 

On Tuesday, February 24th families from St Francis Xavier (SFX), Holy Trinity (HT) and Our Lady Help of Christians 
(OLHC) gathered at SFX Church to begin preparations for the Sacrament of Reconciliation for our Year 3 students, led 
by our Year 3 Sacramental team from our 3 schools and 2 Parishes. 
 

Fr Michael enlightened us with the historical, Christian perspective of Reconciliation and explained how this year the 
Parishes of Montmorency and Eltham will experience the Sacrament of Reconciliation as a ‘Communal Rite of 
Forgiveness’. 
 

Emphasis was placed, that as we prepare our children for Reconciliation it is important we do so in partnership as a 
‘Parent Initiated, School Supported and Parish Based Program’. 
 

Our children will receive a resource, ‘Becoming Catholic Reconciliation-A practical guide for families’ By Kathy 
Horan.  (This will be given out in class, when the books arrive). 
The aim of this book is to assist parents in helping to prepare their child at home, as well as building their own faith 
formation, in a partnership with conversations that will also be taking place at school.  The idea is that this text will be 
the catalyst to open up the ‘God talk’ at home... ‘What is the Sacrament of Reconciliation? How do we say sorry? How do 
we forgive someone when they have hurt us?’ As well as providing scripture and an opportunity for family activities and 
reflection. 
 

The 2020 Reconciliation celebrations will be held on the following weeknight dates at 7:00pm in either the St Francis 
Xavier or Our Lady Help of Christians Parish Church: 
 

 * Tuesday 10th March (SFX) at 7pm 
 
 * Thursday 12th March (OLHC) at 7pm  
 
 * Thursday 19th March (SFX) at 7pm 
 

Parishioners are more than welcome to join us at these celebrations.  However, we ask that the Year 3 students please 
book into one of the nights via trybooking.  
 

Thank you for bringing your child to this moment, ready to experience God’s beautiful gift of forgiveness, in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, for the first time.  The Sacramental Planning Team knows the importance of making this  
a blessed moment, and hopes that your family’s experience is a positive one. 
 

If you require further information please do not hesitate to contact.  
 

  Mrs Kathy Toomey  
 

  Holy Trinity: ktoomey@htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au 

  St Francis Xavier: ktoomey@sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 

  Our Lady Help of Christians: kathy.toomey@olhcelthamnth.catholic.edu.au  

Lenten Reflections 2019 

Tuesdays	after	morning	mass	(10am),	3	March	to	7	April 

Eltham and Montmorency parishioners are invited to join us for an opportunity of prayer, 

preparation and reflection during lent.  

Each Tuesday after the morning mass we will gather in the St Francis Xavier church for our Lenten 
program “Light from within”. The program is published by Garratt Publishing and written by  
Maeve Louise Heaney.  

You are very welcome to attend all, just one or as many as you can of the gatherings, whatever suits. 

We look forward to welcoming you there and if you would like further information  

please contact the Parish House. 
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The parish community is invited to 
Morning Tea after the 9:30 Mass in 

Eltham on THIS Sunday, 1st March to 
celebrate the  

60th Anniversary  
of the arrival in Australia of  

Frans Zylstra. 

The parish has been an important part of his life for 45 years 

and we hope many will join us to mark this milestone in his life.   

Diane Zylstra. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MALAWI  SUPPORT  GROUP 

Crazy Whist Night 

The Group wish to lodge advance notice 
for their first event of the year, the 

wonderfully social Crazy Whist night. 

It will be held on Saturday 7th March in 
the Church Gathering Area commencing 
at 7:30 pm.  Cost remains at $10 per head with BYO 
drinks, glasses and a plate to share at the Supper Break.  

Tea and coffee will be provided. 

Tickets will be on sale FOR ONE WEEK ONLY  
after each mass THIS WEEKEND. 

Please note that the “JELLYBEAN BOX” will be out for 
any donations that people may wish to make if unable to 
come along and enjoy this sociable evening.  Please only 
buy a ticket if you will be coming along to participate so 
we know where we are going with numbers otherwise 

drop something in the Jellybean box as you go past. 

We generally look for an even number of people (10 
tables of 4) to play so be sure to get in early when the 
tickets go on sale and join us for this great event in 
support of our sister parish at St Kizito’s.  For any last 

minute bookings, call Barbara or Bernie on 9422-4058. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

One of our parish dads, Duncan and his son Dom, spent some 
time in Tanzania late last year visiting a school that their family 
have been supporting since 2004 – one of the most amazing 
schools / communities on the planet – The School of St Jude. 

The spirit of the school and the international community around 
it is inspiring and beautiful - come and experience it for yourself. 

Come and hear St Jude's Australian founder, 
Gemma Sisia talk about her journey and St Judes. 

Supper provided afterwards. 

Date: Monday 16 March 2020 at 7:00pm  

Venue: Our Lady Help of Christians Church, Eltham 
 2 Henry St, Eltham, Vic 3095 

*Please use the trybooking link to book we have limited space.* 

Eltham News & Events 
 

1st SUNDAY BBQ 
YOU  & YOUR family are invited to join  fellow parishioners 

for a BBQ after the 10:30am Mass  

Come over to the Parish House, rear deck, and enjoy, 
 good food, good  company & conversation. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

St Francis Xavier School  
Fencing and Security Update 

 

Dear Parishioners and friends of SFX,  
 

Over the past few months the school security and thus 

fencing has been tightened up - in line with obligations to 

protect children under our care.   

The new school principal, Philip Cachia is now aware of 

several issues regarding gates & driveways being closed, 

with the need to seek permission to enter via the school 

office!  After plenty of apologies and unnecessary anxiety 

among our seniors - we are moving towards a new and fresh 
approach to appropriate security and hospitality - especially 
around the SFX Church/toilets and access to the Parish/

School Hall.  This out come will hopefully be a great ‘Win 

Win’ for all concerned. 

This move forward - which involves some new fencing 

being put in place - will definitely happen, but not over 
night!  Until then, please be patient while needing the hall 

and church toilets - and plan ahead if you need access into 
school areas.    Thanks, Michael. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

St Vincent de Paul – LENT 2020 
 

  To assist parishioners and their families with their  
   preparation for the Easter, The Montmorency 

conference of St Vincent de Paul (SVdP) have a 

selection of small booklets which may be of interest.   

Below are some titles of booklets which may be of interest to 

parishioners and their families to help in their preparation during 

Lent. These are just a few of the new titles: 
• Lent for Busy Catholics 
• 10 Creative Things KIDS can do for Lent 
• Stations of the Cross for Married Couples  
• What does Fasting Mean for Me 
• These 40 Days – Understanding the Symbols and 
 Practices of Lent 
Please feel free to browse these and other related booklets 
together with the many other topics of interest. They are located 
in the racks on the pillar in the Gathering Space at SFX 
(between the two entrance doors in the foyer).  We hope you 
enjoy the selection.  

A gold coin donation in either of the St Vincent de Paul boxes at the 

front or side entrance to the church will help defray costs.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

'The Seasons of Our Life' is an opportunity to explore 
your creative expression in relation the natural seasons of 
our life – Autumn, Winter, Spring, Summer. The program 
includes: a time of quiet and reflection, support and 
encouragement with the wisdom of others, etc. Facilitated 
by Marlene McGrath, the program begins on 7 March 2020 at Heart of 
Life, 296 Glenferrie Road, Malvern. Cost $140 for four, or $40 per 
session. For more information or application form, contact 
info@heartoflife.melbourne or tel 9890 1101. 

Montmorency News & Events 
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Welcome Children to Church 
Please note that we welcome all 
children into our Faith community 
at every possible occasion. And, 
look forward to sharing with them 
and their families our inclusive 

celebrations.  
Obviously, a reminder not to touch 
or reprimand a child that is not 

under your care or supervision.  

It has come to my attention - 
sadly, a few weeks ago - that a 4 year old child, at 
communion time, was restrained quickly by an unknown 
parishioner and told sternly to: “sit down / be quiet / don’t 
move” - ( this story sounds familiar ) Unfortunately, two 
weeks on - this child doesn’t want to visit our church!  

Naturally, I don’t need to remind you that Jesus welcomes 

children! Michael 
 

OLHC & SFX Healing Mass & Lunch 

The first Healing Mass and Caring Group 
Lunch for 2020 is coming up on 
Wednesday, 4th March. 

Mass starts at 11:30am followed by lunch 
in the Parish Hall at Our Lady Help of 
Christians, Eltham. 

All are welcome, please come make a friend or be a friend 
to someone.  If you know of a neighbour, a friend, who 
might benefit from the lunch and company, please bring 
them along. 

Please put your names down on the sign-up sheet in the 
Gathering Area to help us with catering. 

RSVP: Sunday, 1st March. We look forward to seeing you! 

** If you wish to volunteer and be part of the Caring 
Group, helping in preparation, transport, etc, please 
contact Gina, gina.ang@cam.org.au or 9435 2178. 

 
 

Sacraments for non Catholic school children 
We, the parishes of Our Lady Help of Chris�ans &  St 
Francis Xavier, are star�ng sacrament sessions for First 

Holy Communion, Reconcilia�on and Confirma�on. 

If you, or someone you know, have a child or children in 
Grade 4 and above who may be interested, please fill in 
the form and return to our Parish Office before the due 
date.   For further informa�on, please contact Gina Ang 

on 9435 2178 or gina.ang@cam.org.au 

Enrolment forms for sacraments are on the table in the 
gathering area. 

Bap�sm prepara�on for children 5 and above 

Bap�sm Prepara�on for children 5 and above 
commenced last Thursday in prepara�on for bap�sm at 
Easter (or later).  

Reach Beyond: Become Simply Rich.… 
All trades and professions are being requested by communities abroad 
seeking to build the capacity of their organisations and the skills of 
their people.  They’re not asking for money or gifts that contribute to 
degrading dependence. Your assistance will help to develop self-
reliance and sustainable solutions to poverty.  Palms Australia will 
provide you with thorough preparation and support.   
 

You will be rewarded with riches greater 

than you might imagine.   
 

Look at www.palms.org.au and talk to Roger on 
O422472567 / palms@palms.org.au  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

LENT/EASTER LITURGICAL WORKSHOP  
featuring FR PAUL TURNER (USA)  

Wednesday 18 March, 10am-2pm  
St Francis of Assisi Parish/School Hall, 290 Childs Rd, Mill Park 

Come along and receive quality input from an internationally renowned, 
contemporary specialist in the field of Liturgy. This seminar day will utilise 

Fr Paul’s extensive knowledge and expertise to expand theological 
understandings and deepen insights into the way we worship and celebrate 
in transition through this sacred season. Be refreshed with new strategies 
and better equipped for pro-active engagement within your parish /school 
community. Such participation will enhance, ‘full, active and conscious 
participation’ of the people of God, in the joyful celebration of the 

Eucharist, the source and summit of the Christian life  Cost: $25 p/person 
(includes morning tea and lunch) or 5 for $100 (parish/school rate)   

Further details /registrations: https://www.trybooking.com/BIPKB | 
RSVP by Friday 13 March  

If you are interested in attending, please contact our Parish Office ~ 94352178. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Combined Parish News & Events 
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Eltham 

Saturday 29 February - 6:00pm 

Commentator Vicki Jordan 

Lector Reader required please 

Eucharistic Ministers Beverley Gillard 

 Marianne Hadley 

 Yvonne Iliffe 

Sacristan Carmel Saltalamacchia 

Sunday 1 March - 9:30am 

Commentator Neil Walker 

Lector Michelle Leahy 

Eucharistic Ministers Sheilah Arneson 

 Greg Scully 

 Helen Scully 

 Claire Zavadil 

Sacristan Marian Goss 

Altar Society 
Carmel Saltalamacchia & 
Linda Dunell 

Morning Tea Diane Zylstra 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue Zavadil Family 

Counters Kevin Meehan, Vin McHugh 

Saturday 7 March - 6:00pm 

Commentator Lorraine Furtado  

Lector Denzil Furtado  

Eucharistic Ministers John Gaspersz  

 Karen Gaspersz  

 Natisha Gaspersz  

Sacristan Ramos Furtado  

Sunday 8 March - 9:30am 

Commentator Paul Jakubik  

Lector Miranda Armstrong  

Eucharistic Ministers Denice Donnellan  

 Joan Gilbert  

 Marian Goss  

 Greg Northrop  

Sacristan Jane Medeira  

Altar Society Gianna Milwain & Vali Hall 

Morning Tea Tom & Teresa Remy  

Pilgrim Rosary Statue Dhanasen Family  

Counters Peter Rigg, Peter Reardon  

 Sharyn Northrop  

Montmorency 7/8 March 

Agius, Suzanne W10:30 

Ashworth, Margaret W10:30 

Boyd, Ros E8:30 

Bredle, Maria E8:30 

Brewer, Jenny E10:30 

Brewer, Jenny W10:30 

Bumpstead, Vince E8:30 

Cain, Helen E10:30 

Cassar, Joseph E8:30 

Cassidy, John CNTR 

Cotter, Tony W8:30 

Davidson, John W8:30 

Dean, Mary E10:30 

Emslie, Maureen W6:00 

Farrell, Sue E6:00 

Gayfer, Glenys E10:30 

Goodison, Pauline CLNR 

Hally, Laurie E8:30 

Hayes, Greg E6:00 

Kenny, Michael W6:00 

Kitch, Loretta E6:00 

Kozak, Jan E10:30 

Kuppe, Andy E6:00 

Love, Philip E10:30 

McKenna, John CNTR 

McKenna, Margaret BPTZ 

Meredith, Jeanette E6:00 

O'Dowd, Mark E10:30 

Percy, Julie E6:00 

Price, Aaron E6:00 

Warrillow, Elizabeth E8:30 

Watson, Maureen E8:30 

Williams, Anne PRYR 

Williams, Peter PRYR 

Wood, Marie CLNR 

Eltham & Monty Rosters 
If you need to make changes, please arrange a swap.  Thank you. 

Sacred Heart Mission 
Meals Program 

1 Mar Jim Enright, Karen Enright 
Peter Rubira 

8 Mar Geoff Dean, Mary Dean, Marcelle Stanton, 
Kimberley Nailer 

15 Mar  Jason Henderson, Daniella Henderson,  
Avathi Algama, Justine Mitchell 
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First Sunday of Lent 
 

 

Shirley, 36, is an 
indigenous Manide 
woman living in a remote 
province in the 
Philippines. Shirley was 
struggling to support her 
family and keep their 
children in school. She 
faced regular 
discrimination and 
disadvantage, limiting 
her family’s access to 
food, education, 
employment and healthcare. With Caritas 
Australia’s support, Shirley trained to become 
an indigenous health worker. She has learnt to 
supplement her income and is able to feed her 
family. The program has also empowered 
Shirley to send her children to school. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 to 
help people like Shirley, and her children gain 
confidence and respect within their 

community. 

 

Let’s Go Further, Together. You can donate 
through Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 
1800 024 413. 

 Project Compassion boxes are available  
for collec�on in the Gathering Space.  

_______________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Call for volunteers 
If you would like to share your gi�s and have a few 

hours here and there to spare to assist our parish with 

administra�on and/or be part of our bap�sm team, 

please contact Beth at the Parish Office. 
_______________________________________ 

During the season of Lent Aid to the 

Church in Need would like to invite you 

to “Journey with the Martyrs” through 

an online Lent calendar. The Lent 

calendar features 47 true stories of 

modern martyrs, witnesses of love, who 

heroically offered their lives for God and their communi#es. 

Visit: www.aidtochurch.org/lent2020 

Monty & Eltham Calendar of Events 
Saturday 29th 

6:00pm Mass Eltham 

6:00pm Mass & Birthday Blessings Montmorency 

March 

Sunday 1st 

8:30am Mass Montmorency 

9:30am Mass Eltham 

10:30am Mass & Baptism Welcomes Montmorency 

11:15am First Sunday of the Month BBQ Montmorency 

12:00pm Baptisms Eltham 

Tuesday 3rd 

9:15am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

 (Peter) Eltham 

 Please note: No 9:30am Montmorency Mass 

9:45am Craft Group Montmorency 

10:00am  Lenten Reflection  Montmorency 

11:00am Prayer Shawl Eltham 

11:00am Rosary for Margaret Murphy 

11:15am Funeral Mass for Margaret Murphy Montmorency 

7:30pm Malawi Support Group Eltham 

Wednesday 4th 

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Montmorency 

Please note: There will be no Communion Service at 9:15am 

11:30am Healing Mass & Luncheon Eltham 

1:00pm Small Church Community Meeting Montmorency 

Thursday 5th 

9:15am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

 (Gina) Eltham 

9:30am Mass Montmorency 

10:30am  Mass at Garden Views 

Friday 6th 

9:15am Mass Eltham 

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Montmorency 

Saturday 7th 

9:45am Child Safety Meeting Eltham 

6:00pm Mass & Baptism Welcome Eltham 

6:00pm Mass  Montmorency 

Sunday 8th 

8:30am Mass   Montmorency 

9:30am Mass Eltham 

10:30am Mass  Montmorency 

12:00pm Baptisms Montmorency 

Tuesday 10th 

9:15am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

 (Beverley) Eltham 

9:30am Mass Montmorency 

10:00am Lenten Reflection Montmorency 

7:00pm Communal Rite of Forgiveness Montmorency 

Wednesday 11th 

9:15am Mass Eltham 

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Montmorency 

7:45pm St Vincent de Paul Meeting Eltham 

Thursday 12th 

9:15am Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

 (Marlis) Eltham 

9:30am Mass Montmorency 

7:00pm Communal Rite of Forgiveness Eltham 

7:30pm Prayer Shawl Eltham 

7:30pm Transition Leadership Community Meeting Eltham 
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Baptism Welcomes  

at St Francis Xavier, Montmorency 10:30am Mass 
Hudson Lavric, son of Matthew & Jacqueline 

Willow & Fletcher Reid, children of Edward & Alison  

Banjo, River & Darcie Thompson-McLindon  
children of Erin & David 

Baptism 

at Our Lady Help of Christians at 12 noon 

Ailish Florence Gordon, daughter  of Diarmuid & Philippa 

Gospel: Mt 4:1-11 

Jesus fasted for forty days and nights. 

Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days 
and forty nights, after which he was very hungry, and the tempter came and said to him,  
‘If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to turn into loaves.’ But he replied, ‘Scripture says: 

Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ 

The devil then took him to the holy city and made him stand on the parapet of the Temple.  
‘If you are the Son of God,’ he said, ‘throw yourself down; for scripture says: 

He will put you in his angels’ charge, and they will support you on their hands in case you hurt your 
foot against a stone.’ 

Jesus said to him, ‘Scripture also says: You must not put the Lord your God to the test.’ 

Next, taking him to a very high mountain, the devil showed him all the kingdoms of the world and 
their splendour. ‘I will give you all these’, he said, ‘if you fall at my feet and worship me.’ Then Jesus 
replied, ‘Be off, Satan! For scripture says: You must worship the Lord your God, and serve him alone.’ 

Then the devil left him, and angels appeared and looked after him. 

Reflection 

The story of Jesus’ testing in the wilderness is found in all three synoptic gospels so we hear it every 
year in the course of the three year cycle. This year we hear from Matthew. Mark’s account is very 
brief and matter of fact, but the stories in Matthew and Luke have much in common, as well as 
distinct emphases of their own. Comparing them carefully is a rewarding exercise.  

It’s a dramatic episode, vividly played out in a series of exchanges between Jesus and the devil. The 
narrative sets the scene succinctly and reports the action as it unfolds. The dynamic of the story is 
fuelled by the jousting between Jesus and the tempter.  

The full import of the episode becomes clear in the responses that Jesus gives. He answers each 
challenge by quoting a verse from the book of Deuteronomy. This suggests that in his own person 
Jesus is reversing the false choices made by Israel of old on its way through the dessert. He is 
determined to put his faith in God and to trust God’s word. This testing is a far cry from what we are 
inclined today to call our “temptations”; in effect Jesus is making life and death choices from deep 
within.   

 Break Open the Word 2020 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 


