
 PARISH BULLETIN 

Our Lady Help of Christians 
Member of the Diamond Valley Deanery  

Sunday, 2nd June, 2019  -  The Ascension of the Lord -  Year C 

Parish Vision Statement 
 

A loving parish, 

centred in Christ, 

that is welcoming, 

inclusive and connected, 

and relevant to the needs 

of our world. 

Parish Information 

Parish: 4 Henry Street, Eltham 

House: P.O. Box 310, Eltham 

Phone: 9439 9206 

Fax: 9431 3755 
 

Liturgy Schedule 
 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday 6.00pm 
Sunday 9.30am 
 

Weekday Mass 
Wed & Fri 9.15am 
Communion Services 
Tue & Thu 9.15am 
 

Parish Team 
Priest: Terry Kean 
 Michael Sierakowski 
Pastoral Worker: Gina Ang 
(Tues, Wed & Thu 9.00am - 3.30pm) 
Parish Secretary: Vicki Jordan 
(Mon & Tue: 10am - 3.30pm 
Wed: 11am - 1pm) 
Kate Kogler 
(Thu/Fri: 9.15am - 1pm) 
email: olhc@alphalink.com.au 
web site: www.olhc.info 
 

School Team 
School Principal: Chris Ray 
School Secretary: Liz Cox 
(Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri) 
School Secretary: Loretta Marazzato 
(Tues) 
R.E.C.: Marguerite Jones 
School: 1-13 Henry Street. Eltham 
Phone: 9439 7824 
email:school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 
Website: olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 
 

Diamond Valley Deanery  
email: drcdvd@optusnet.com.au 
website: diamondvalleydeanery.org.au 

Please allow me to introduce myself to you, since I don’t 
believe that you know me (and your Labrador, Lenny!) 

My name is Michael Sierakowski, a Catholic Priest from 
this Archdiocese of Melbourne.  I’m 60 years of age and 
have served my priesthood for 33 years in the parishes 
of St. Peter’s East Bentleigh for some 19 years - St. 
Mary’s West Melbourne for 10 years and as assistant in 
the parish of Good Shepherd Gladstone Park for 3 
years!  If you’re counting… there is also a year overseas 
studying in Rome / Israel / Belgium and North Wales! 
My ministry includes ten years as chaplain to Royal 

Melbourne Hospital and after that, the experience of linking up three 
separate parishes into One - Holy Trinity Parish, the thriving communities 
of St. Peter’s, St. Paul’s & St. Catherine’s in Bentleigh East, Bentleigh and 
Moorabbin. 
I have had the luxury of having the past 6 months to rest and travel around 
Australia, and I was going to continue with 6 months of World travel but 
decided against this overseas adventure (as I hate flying with a passion), I 
returned to public ministry instead, and found myself appointed to 
Mansfield as Administrator till the First of May. 
The past 4 Months in country Victoria was indeed a wonderful experience! 
Now, from the start of May I become a Moderator!  Montmorency’s 
Moderator too! (what ever that is.) 

The statistics of my family are worthy of note, as I am one of 12 children, 6 
girls & 6 boys! Three sets of Twins in this group of which I have a twin 
sister! 
The youngest was Gabrielle - a Down’s syndrome girl, who passed away 6 
months ago at the age of 54 and in our mix, all very much alive and well 
today is Tony a foster child. 
Dad died over a year ago at the ripe old age of 101 and Mum passed away 
some 15 years ago at the age of 85! (62 years Married.)  In 1966 St. Kilda 
football club won its only premiership and my brother Brian played in that 
side!  All the players ended up at our family hotel in Brighton and stayed for 
3 days and 3 nights, along with thousands of fans and local alcoholics as the 
‘grog’ was free!  Such is the power of the resurrection! 
From death to life!  Or at least a really big headache!  Being a St. Kilda 
supporter in the modern era is a bit like being a Catholic today!  No one 
cares as we are always losing! 
I believe that you are all ‘Gold Medalists’, wanting to be a Catholic 
community in the world today - specifically in Eltham and to continue to 
minister to one another and open to all people, including our visitors and 
those in need. 

As I conclude these little personal gems, I just wanted to say ‘thank you’ to 
Fr. Kevin for his warm welcome.  I look forward to catching up with you as 
we journey together in our Catholic faith. 
Warmest regards, 
Michael 

Prayers for: 
 Courtney Herron, who died violently last weekend, in a park in Parkville, for  

her family and loved ones.  Our prayers that all women feel safe! 
 Charmaine Harris McLeod and her  4 children, Aaleyn, Matilda, Wyatt and 

Zaidok, who died in a tragic car  accident in Kingaroy, for  their  family and 
loved ones. 



RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
 

God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 
a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Go and teach all people my gospel. 

I am with you always, until the end of the world. 
Alleluia! 

 
 
 

We pray for those who are sick and in need of care. 
 

Fay Dobson 
Ak Callaghan 
Alan Bradley 
Teresa Revitt 

Derek Warman 
Ryan Laurey 

 

We pray for the 
recently departed. 

 

We pray for those whose 
anniversaries fall at this time. 

 
 

 
 

Parish Caring Group Lunch 
You are invited to join in the Parish Caring Group 
Lunch.  It will be after Healing Mass on Wednesday, 
5th June, 2019.  Healing Mass starts at 11.30am. 

Please come and join us and if you know someone 
who is on their own, please do invite them along. 

Sign up sheet is on the table in the Gathering Area, so 
please put your name down if you are interested, to 
come and be a friend, or make a friend. 

We look forward to seeing you! 

 
 
 
 

Today’s Readings - Ascension 

First Reading Acts 1:1-11 
Jesus is taken up into heaven. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 46:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 Rv6 
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 
a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

Second Reading Eph 1:17-23 
Christ will appear again to bring salvation. 

Gospel Acclamation Mt 28:19-20 

Gospel Lk 24:46-53 
Jesus commissions the eleven, ascends to heaven. 

Next Week’s Readings - Pentecost 

First Reading Acts 2:1-11 
The Spirit comes to the Apostles as tongues of fire. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 103:1, 24, 29-31, 34; Rv30 
Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. 

Second Reading 1 Cor 12:3-7, 12-13 
The Spirit of God dwells in us. 

Gospel Jn 20:19-23 
Jesus promises the disciples the Paraclete. 

GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 

We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God,  
almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

We believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
on the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father al-
mighty; 
from there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. 
Amen. 



Dear Parishioners 

I’m very grateful for the 11+ years 
that I shared with you as your 
Parish Priest, last Sunday’s 

Farewell Mass and social gathering was a very joyful, 
enthusiastic and fulfilling experience.  I’ve been 
overwhelmed by people’s good wishes, warmth and 
generosity, I knew there was to be a gift from the 
Parish, for which I’m very grateful, and I’ve used it 
for the lounge suite and fridge.  So every time I sit 
down and relax, I’ll be making direct contact with a 
beautiful gift and a warm reminder of the generosity 
and affection of Eltham Parishioners. 

I’m looking forward to the arrival of the dining table 
and chairs today, along with Foxtel, which I’ve never 
had before.  I’ve had a few challenges such as 
misplacing keys, credit and debit cards, as well as 
making contact with a post the first time I backed out 
of the garage.  A parishioner gave me a mobile phone 
recently – I’m still getting the hang of it, but I 
received a real phone yesterday, thanks to the 
Archdiocese.  We retired priests are so well looked 
after by the Melbourne Archdiocese, specifically via 
the Priests Retirement Foundation. 

Be assured that you and all Eltham Parishioners will 
always remain in my thoughts, prayers and Masses. 

Fr Kevin Burke 

 

Bring your Palms 
Together… 
As we prepare for Pentecost, join Palms Australia to 
celebrate diversity, cross-cultural understanding, 
and our Call to peaceful development  of global 
family. 

Palms Together 
Thursday June 6th from 5:30pm  
Irish Times Pub 
427 Little Collins St  
MELBOURNE 
 

RSVP by June 2nd to Robert@palms.org.au or call 
02 9560 5333               www.palms.org.au 

The Maureen Campaign 
Helping Maureen reunite with her 3 at-risk children 
from PNG is a privilege. 
Please send donations to Fr Kevin, the Parish 
Secretary or Miranda (after Sunday Mass). 
A Parishioner has offered to match all donations 
dollar for dollar - so please, if you can, dig deep. 
God speed - Miranda. 

 

Rosters 
The next roster for July to the end of the year is being 
prepared.  Please advise the office if you will be 
unavailable for any dates during this period. 
Thank you. 
 

Malawi Group - St Kizito Collection 
The Malawi Group wish to advise that the 
Parish will celebrate the Feast of St Kizito, 
patron saint of our sister parish in Malawi, 
at this weekend’s Masses which this year 
is just one day short of the actual Feast 

Day on Monday, 3rd June. 

Members of the Group will be addressing 
parishioners at each Mass followed by a short video 
presentation and a special collection.  The funds 
raised will give further support to the education and 
feeding programs run by Fr Frank for the AIDS 
orphans and youth of the parish. 

Once again, we thank you in anticipation of your 
continued excellent support of Fr Frank’s work in our 
Sister Parish. 
 

Catholic & Single 
Are you interested in meeting other singles?  This is 
an opportunity to meet like-minded people with the 
aim of making new friends. 

Sunday the 9th of June at 2.00pm in the Gathering 
Space of St Mary’s Church for coffee, tea and cake. 

If you are interested please call the parish office at 
St Mary’s on 9435 1543, or email 
jacinta.bright@cam.org.au, by June 7th so that we can 
make sure we cater well for you. 
 

OXFAM Diamond Valley 
Winter Book Fair 

Saturday 15 June 8am-5pm 

Most books: $2.50 (adults) & $1.50 (children) 

Eltham Senior Citizens Hall, Library Place, 
903-907 Main Road, Eltham. 

All proceeds to OXFAM Development Projects. 

Book of the Month : JUNE 

Great Themes of Paul:  Life as Participation is a  
book of 11 CDs. 

The first CD promises you’ll fall in love with St Paul by the 
time you’ve listened to Richard Rohr’s talks.  I fell in love 
with Richard Rohr. 

I also put Lindsay Byrne’s book on top shelf, about our 
relationship with Malawi’s St Kizito, as it is celebrated 
this month. 

Trish 

mailto:Robert@palms.org.au
http://www.palms.org.au
mailto:jacinta.bright@cam.org.au


LITURGY ROSTER 

 COMMENTATOR LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

June 1st & 2nd - The Ascension of the Lord - Year  C 

6.00pm David Scannell Lionel Furtado Beverley Gillard, Yvonne Iliffe 

9.30am Peter Reardon Marlis Dopheide Hugh Azzopardi, Paul Crowle, Anne Stevens, John Stevens, Frans Zylstra 

June 8th & 9th - Pentecost Sunday - Year  C 

6.00pm Vicki Jordan Kathleen Nolan John Gaspersz, Karen Gaspersz, Natisha Gaspersz 

9.30am Linda Dunell Julie Craw Denice Donnellan, Joan Gilbert, Marian Goss, Greg Northrop, Sharyn Northrop 

PARISH SCHEDULE 
Baptisms 
On 1st Sunday of each month at 11.30am. 
Six weeks notice required. 
Baptism preparation held last Saturday of the month at 10:00am.  
Baptism Welcome held on 1st & 3rd Sunday of each month. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Piety Stall Open During W/end Masses  
pasta, pasta sauces, rice noodles, oil, tomato sauce,  

onglife milk, longlife custard, Quik, Milo, Ovatine, cordials, etc 
 
Altar Society 
Jun 1 Carmel Saltalamacchia, Linda Dunell 
Jun 8 Gianna Milwain, Vali Hall 
Jun 15 Gabrielle Frediani 
 
Counters 
Jun 2 Graeme Price, Terry Johnson 
Jun 9 Pauline Wenn, Angelo Conte 
Jun 16 Greg Northrop, Colin & Trish Taylor 
 

Pilgrim Rosary Statue 
Jun 1 Rigg Family 
Jun 8 Scannell Family 
Jun 15 Donahoo Family 
 

Sunday Morning Tea 
Jun 2 Taylor Family 
Jun 9 Bylsma Family 
Jun 16 Corera Family 
 
Caring Group Co-Ordinator Gina Ang  9439 9206 

Playgroup Enquiries Loretta  0412 273 794  

 
 
 
 

Stations of the Cross: Friday: 8.45am  (Not Good Friday)  
Adoration: First Friday of the month: 7-8pm 
 

June 
 

Tue 4th 11.00am Prayer Shawl, Gathering Area 

 7.30pm Malawi Group, Gathering Area 

Wed 5th 6.00pm Meditation, Gathering Area 

Wed 12th 6.00pm Meditation, Gathering Area 

Thu 13th 7.30pm Prayer Shawl, Gathering Area 

Tue 18th 11.00am Prayer Shawl, Gathering Area 

Wed 19th 6.00pm Meditation, Gathering Area 

Wed 26th 6.00pm Meditation, Gathering Area 

Thu 27th 7.30pm Prayer Shawl, Gathering Area 

 

Holy Days 
 

Mon 3rd Jun St Charles Lwanga & Companions, Martyrs 

Wed 5th Jun St Boniface, Bishop & Martyr 

Sun 9th Jun Pentecost Sunday 

Heaven and Earth are full of your Glory 
Our Risen Lord knew that we are naturally, collectively human-centric.  He withdrew His risen mode of ap-
pearance (what we call ‘the Ascension’) to make it clear that the whole Universe, including planet Earth, is 
filled with the presence and power radiating out from his Risen Humanity. 

As St Paul wrote in the Epistle to the Romans: ‘Creation still retains the hope of being freed from its slavery to 
decay, to enjoy the same freedom and glory as the children of God.’  How is the Risen Lord beginning to fulfil 
this hope? 

At Mass, fractions of creation - the Bread and Wine consecrated for Holy Communion - are transformed into 
the Real Presence of the Risen Lord. 

Eucharistic Prayer III begins with: ‘You are indeed Holy, O Lord, and all you have created rightly gives you 
praise…’  How can all creation give God praise?  As the ancient church used to teach:  Each of you is a micro-
cosm of the macrocosm, called to be a priest for the Cosmos.  Through your enlightened mind and inflamed 
heart, the Cosmos knows that it exists and that it is loved by its Creator.  It is beginning to share the freedom 
and glory of the children of God. 

We could pause for a moment, stop staring into Heaven, and ready ourselves to receive the Holy Spirit so as 
to be what St Paul calls ‘the Church which is His Body in whom the fullness of creation dwells’. 

Reflection by Fr Michael Tate (liturgyhelp.com) 


