
 PARISH BULLETIN 

Our Lady Help of Christians 
 

Member of the Diamond Valley Deanery 

 

Parish Information 
Parish:   4 Henry Street, Eltham 

House:   P.O. Box 310, Eltham 

Phone:   9439 9206    Fax: 9431 3755 

Liturgy Schedule 

Weekend Masses   

Saturday   6.00pm 

Sunday    9.00am, 11.00am 

Weekday Masses   

Wed - 10.30am: Requiem Mass Vera Fletcher 

Fri - 9.15am 

Communion Services 

Tues, Thurs  9.15am 

Reconciliation 

Attend at adjacent parishes from May 19-

July 24 
 

Parish Team 

Parish Priest: Fr. Kevin Burke  

Parish Worker - Gina Ang 

(Tues & Wed 9:00am-3:30pm) 
Parish Secretary:  

Angela Vines - (Mon/Wed 9am-3:30pm) 
Vicki Jordan - (Fri 9am-3:30pm) 
 

email: olhc@alphalink.com.au 

web site: www.olhc.info 

 

School Team 

School Principal: Chris Ray 

School Secretary: Liz Cox 

R.E.C.: Marguerite Jones 

School:   1-13 Henry Street. Eltham  

Phone:   9439 7824                    

email: school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au        

Website:  olhceltham.catholic.edu.au  

 

Diamond Valley Deanery  

email: drcdvd@optusnet.com.au 

website: diamondvalleydeanery.org.au 

Sunday, 19 May 2013: Pentecost - Year C 

Parish Vision Statement 

A loving parish,  

centred in Christ, 

that is welcoming,  

inclusive and connected, 

and relevant to the needs  

of our world. 

Today’s Readings 

 First Reading Acts 2:1-11 The Spirit comes 
to the Apostles as tongues of fire. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 103:1. 24. 29-31. 
34. R. v.30 

Second Reading 1 Cor 12:3-7, 12-13 The 
Sprit of God dwells in us. Rom 8:8-17 

Gospel Jn 20:19-23 Jesus promises the 
disciples the Paraclete. Jn 14:15-16, 23-26 

 

 

 

Next Week’s Readings 
First Reading Prv 8:22-31 Wisdom is begot-

ten of God. 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 8:4-9. R. v.2 

Second Reading Rom 5:1-5 We boast of 
our hope and afflictions. 

Gospel Acclamation See Apoc 1:8 
Gospel Jn 16:12-15 The Spirit will guide 

the Apostles to all truth. 

GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good 

will. 
We praise you, 

we bless you, 

we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God,  

almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  

Father, you take away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us; you take away 

the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; you are seated at the 

right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the 
glory of God the Father. Amen.  

APOSTLES CREED 

We believe in God, 
the Father  

almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, and in  

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under  
Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 
on the third day he rose from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father  

almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

OPENING PRAYER 

Father, may the food we receive in the Eucharist help our eternal redemption. 

Keep within us the strength of your Spirit and protect the gifts you have given to your 

Church. 

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen 
  
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Come, Holy Spirit; fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your 

love. 

Alleluia! 
 

PRAYER AFTER  COMMUNION 

Father, may the food we receive in the Eucharist help our eternal redemption. 

Keep within us the strength of your Spirit and protect the gifts you have given to your 

Church.  Through Christ, Our Lord. Amen 



Fr Kevin leaves for his sabbatical this Sunday after-
noon May 19, returning July 24. 
 
JUNE HEALING MASS 

The next Healing Mass is on Wed June 5th at 11:30am 
with a delicious three course meal to follow, If you are 
staying for lunch, please sign up on the sheet in the 
gathering area. 
 
CHAPLAINCY SUNDAY 

This weekend the Archbishop’s Charitable Fund is asking 

parishioners to offer prayers and financial support to as-
sist the vital work of Catholic chaplains in providing hope 

to those suffering from loneliness, physical illness, mental 
health challenges and HIV/AIDs.  

More info: www.cam.org.au/chaplaincy 

 
RSVP? 

Those invited to the deanery dinner on Wed May 29 are 
asked to tell Vicki (0418 539 714/vkjordan@gmail.com) 
or contact the parish office by this Wed May 22 as to 
their availability. 
 

 SOCIAL MEDIA EBOOK – A RESOURCE FOR PARISHES 

‘Christ has no online presence but yours 
No blog, no Facebook but yours 

Yours are the tweets by which love touches the online 
world 

Yours are the posts through which the Gospel is shared 

Yours are the updates through which hope is revealed.’ 
 

An adaptation of the prayer of St Teresa of Avila quoted 
by Beth Doherty in the eBook, Word Made Flesh and 

“Shared” Among Us, prepared by the ACBC Communica-
tions Office to coincide with the 47th World Communica-

tions Day, in Australia on May 5. The eBook is available 

now for free download to iPads, iPhones and Android de-
vices at www.catholic.org.au  and can be read in iBooks 

and a range of eReader apps. It can also be downloaded 
at www.amazon.com  for $1.99. - ACBC Media Release, 

April 29 

 
ARRANGEMENTS DURING FR KEVIN’S ABSENCE 

During Fr Kevin’s absence, for most weeks there will be  
Communion Services on Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thurs-

days at 9.15am and Mass on Fridays at 9.15am.  
For Reconciliation please see noticeboard for times at  

Neighbouring parishes. 

 
SPECIAL NOTE FOR COUNTERS 

Counters, please collect key from the ledge in the sacristy  
- if missing, see John Joss, Maurice Brosnan, Peter Rigg, 

Angela Vines, Marlis Dopheide or Gerry Ryan (unit 3).  

When finished counting, please leave key on table in sec-
retary’s office (next to monitor).  Thank you! 

DOCUMENTARY FILM ON GENDERCIDE IN INDIA AND CHINA 

A powerful and thought-provoking documentary film, It’s a 
Girl reveals this issue of “gendercide” by exploring the  

stories of the victims, families, global experts and grass-
roots activists. 

When: Sunday 26 May at 3pm  

Where: St Francis Xavier Hall Mayona Road, Montmorency 
Contact: Robin Johnson 0408055655 rjbeyond@gmail.com  

Info sites: Causes.com/ItsaGirl; www.itsagirlmovie.com  
www.liveaction.org/gendercide/ 

 
THANK YOU 

Maria George wishes to thank all parishioners for their 

continued thoughts and prayers.  
 

JUBILEE SUNDAY 
On the third Sunday in May each year, people across Aus-

tralia are re-inspired by the Old Testament principle of 

'jubilee'.  This year’s ‘Jubilee’ falls on Pentecost Sunday 
and the theme is: ‘Send forth your spirit and renew the 

face of the earth.’ (Psalm 104) Jubilee Sunday is an  
opportunity to set aside time to reflect on global poverty 

and our role in growing an equitable and compassionate 
society in Australia. Resource materials are available at 

http://www.jubileeaustralia.org/page/about/faith 

 
THE GRACE OF CONVERSATION 

   When the Corpus Christi parish, Gowrie ACT, decided to 
celebrate women during the Archdiocese’s 150th year, 

they had no idea where it would take them. The organis-

ers eventually settled on an evening of ‘guided conversa-
tion’, during which inspirational women from the parish 

shared stories about their own faith journeys, particularly 
in the context of the formation of Corpus Christi parish 

from the amalgamation of two others.  

   The result, according to Lorraine Barker, was ‘a truly 
affirming, uplifting, hope-filled and inspiring evening’ filled 

with stories ‘of faith development, of perseverance, of 
volunteering, of friendships and of hard work’. Topics  

covered were faith formation, pastoral care, liturgical art, 
prison ministry, education and religious life, and the issues 

for aged people, young families and people with disabili-

ties. (E-News, Canberra & Goulburn Archdiocese, May 7, 2013)  
 

DID YOU KNOW ALL THIS? 
Our Lady Help of Christians is the first Patron of Australia. 

The recent news that St Mary of the Cross MacKillop had 

been named as a Patron of Australia prompted a fresh 
look at the history of the first Patron of Australia, Our La-

dy Help of Christians.  Pope Pius VII (1800-1823) estab-
lished ‘Mary Help of Christians’ as a feast day in 1815 after 

he returned to Rome from his years of captivity imposed 
by Napoleon Bonaparte. During the period, 1802-1819, 

there were virtually no priests in Australia and it was 

largely the Rosary that kept the faith alive. The decision to 
place the Australian Church under the patronage of the 

Virgin Mary, invoked by the title, Help of Christians, was 
made in 1844 when the three Catholic Bishops in Australia 

met in the first provincial synod. This decision was con-

firmed by the Holy See in 1852. The feast day - our Parish 
Feast Day - is on this Friday, May 24.  

  
LOYOLA COLLEGE THEATRE 

Loyola College Units 3 & 4 Theatre Studies Class presents 
‘Dags’ on Tues May 21, 7.00pm in the Drama Room of the 

Old Loyola Building. Tickets at $5 at the door. 

PERSPECTIVES  
 

New articles: 
 

‘The new translation’, by Fr Derrick Furness 

‘”Compost”: Some personal reflections on the post 

Vatican II Church’, by Fr Pat  Kenna 

‘Catholic Social teaching” a huge treasure for the 

whole Church to learn from’, by Denis Fitzgerald 



MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKENDS 

Couples and a priest present the weekend which is based 
around Catholic values -couples of all faiths are welcome.  

2013 weekend dates : 14-16 June, 9-11 August and 18-20 
October in Melbourne.  

Starts 7pm on Friday. Ends 5pm Sunday. Accommodation 

and all meals provided. For further information and book-
ings: Contact Marianne & Marcel Van den Bronk (03) 9733 

0997 or Email vicbookings@wwme.org.au 
 

ARCHBISHOP HART TO APPEAR BEFORE INQUIRY 
Archbishop Hart will appear before the Victorian Parliamen-

tary Inquiry into child abuse on Monday, 20 May. He will 

acknowledge and apologise for the terrible blight of child 
sex abuse by priests and other Church representatives that 

largely occurred over a 30 year period from 1960 to 1990.  

See www.facingthetruth.org.au for statements, videos, 

frequently asked questions, fact sheets and a full copy of 

the Church’s submission to the Inquiry, Facing the Truth.   
 

REFLECTION 

In the readings for the feast of Pentecost there are some 
interesting connections between fire and water. In the 

gospel for the Vigil the Spirit is described as 'rivers of living 
water' flowing out of the hearts of believers. In the Acts of 

the Apostles the experience of the Spirit was likened to 
'tongues of fire'. In liminal moments like this, when natural 

logic is confounded, the boundaries between seeming op-

posites are blurred and new meanings emerge. 
 

St Catherine of Siena (14th century) 

 
 

Holy breathing of God,  
I feel you stirring. 

Warmed by this breath good things start to grow. 

Even in strong, wealthy lands,   
fresh, mobilizing calls evoke planetary piety,  

winning the hearts and the hands of the caring: 
each in her chosen path, 

each with a special gift, 

take their stand  
to create a world more fit for living,  

more just and more humane. 
Dom Helda Camara (20th century) 

SOLEMNITY OF CORPUS CHRISTI IN THE YEAR OF FAITH – 
SOUTHERN REGION 

On Sunday June 2nd, The Solemnity of Corpus Christi, at 

the Parish of Mentone-Parkdale Bishop Elliott, regional 
bishop of the Southern Region, will lead the period of  

Exposition, Eucharistic Procession and Solemn Mass.  
Where:  St Patrick’s Church, Mentone, a designated pil-

grimage Church for the Year of Faith. 
Timetable: 

2pm:       Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

4.15pm:  Eucharistic Procession, followed by Benediction  
5pm:       Solemn Mass 

 
HISTORICAL CONTEXT – PENTECOST 

The word Pentecost comes from the Greek for fiftieth day. 

Pentecost Sunday ends the season of Easter and comes as 
a Sabbath day after seven weeks of seven days. In Jewish 

tradition the 50th day after the Passover was celebrated as 
a blessing of the harvest and rather than the unleavened 

bread of Passover it was celebrated by leavening the 

bread. It was for this reason that the disciples were gath-
ered together when they experienced the Holy Spirit em-

powering them. In Christian tradition, Pentecost is cele-
brated as the arrival of the Spirit, promised by Jesus, that 

animated the disciples to spread the gospel of Jesus and 
gather believers to form what would eventually become 

the Church. 

 
HAVE YOU THOUGHT? THE SPIRIT 

We can sometimes regard Pentecost as the day the Holy 
Spirit came into the world. However, the Spirit had long 

been active in the world before this event. In fact, even 

the second verse of Genesis Chapter 1 tells us that the 
Spirit hovered over the waters. The Old Testament is filled 

with references in which ‘The Spirit of God came upon 
(him) with power’ and the Spirit was evident at Jesus’ bap-

tism and throughout the gospels. Jesus is frequently de-
scribed as being ‘filled with the Spirit’. So, from the very 

beginning of creation the Spirit has moved in the world 

and continues to energise it today. 
 

COMMENTARY 
The feast of Pentecost celebrates the power of the Holy 

Spirit coming upon the disciples and energising them to set 

about their mission of continuing the ministry of Jesus. The 
gospel reading is one of the post-resurrection appearances 

by Jesus when he breathed the Holy Spirit upon the disci-
ples. The actual events of that first Pentecost are recorded 

in the book of Acts and are recalled in this week’s first 
reading. The use of this post-resurrection gospel account is 

(Continued on page 4) 

LIBRARY NEWS - Books for May 
 

Daniel O'Leary is a wonderful writer 
and I have 2 books out for you to bor-

row: 
 

Already Within (2 copies) is a beautiful 

reflection on our life journey with  
Jesus our companion. 
 

I have just finished Unmasking God  and it is truly 

magnificent. Short essays that hit home and bring 
grace into your heart. Anyone who borrows it will be 

tempted to buy one for themselves. 
Trish   

 
You are a fire always burning but never 

consuming;  
you are a fire consuming  in your heat all 

the soul’s selfish love;  
you are a fire lifting all chill and giving 

light. 
 

In your light you have made me know your 
truth.  

 

You are that light beyond all light who 
gives the mind’s eye supernatural light in 

such fullness and perfection that you bring 
clarity even to the light of faith.  

 
In that faith I see that my soul has life,  

and in that light  
receives you who are Light. 

http://www.facingthetruth.org.au


PARISH SCHEDULE 
Baptisms 

Please contact the Parish office for available dates during 
May-July 2013 

On 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month at 12:15pm. 
6 weeks notice required. Baptism preparation held last Saturday 
of the month at 10:00am.  
On the 4th Sunday of each month Baptism candidates are 
welcomed during Mass. 
 

ST. Vincent  de Paul Piety Stall Open During W/end Masses - 

Donations for next week:  
Breakfast cereals, pasta, pasta sauces, tins of vegetables and 
soups, tea and coffee. 

  
 
Altar Society     
May 18/19 G. Milwain, V. Hall, A. Rough 
May  25/26 G. Frediani 
 
Counters     
May 19  P. Hyland, M. Brosnan 
May  26  T. Johnson, J. Joss 
 
 
Pilgrim Rosary Statue  
May 19  Rough Family 
May  26  Rigg Family 
 
Caring Group Co-Ordinators 
Jayne Britton  9431 2667 
Barbara Bibby 9439 8594 
 
Sunday Morning Tea      
May 19    9.00am T. & J. Joss 
    11.00am Ashworth Family 
May 26    9.00am T. & R. Daw 
    11.00am C. Ritchie 
    

 

 

 

 

All meetings in Gathering Area unless  otherwise specified  
 

Meditation: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 5.30pm;               

            Wednesday: 6.30pm -  All welcome 
Stations of the Cross: Friday: 8.45am (Church) 

Adoration: First Friday of the month 7-8pm 
 
 

 Fr Kevin away May 10 - July 24 

May 2013 
Tues May 21  GSA workshop for Eucharist children (8.45- 

     3.15) 
Fri May 24  Parish Feast Day 

  
June 2013  

W/E June 1/2   Collection for St Kizito, Malawi 

Wed June 5    Healing Mass and lunch 
Fri June 7     Adoration 7-8pm 

Wed June 12    St Vincent de Pau 7.25pm 
Sat June 15    G.S.A. 1st Reconciliation 10.00am (church) 

W/E June 15/16   Collection: Propagation of the Faith  
Thurs June 20   Liturgy Group 7.30pm 

Sun June 23    G.S.A. 1st Eucharist  9.00am Mass 
W/E June 29/30   Collection: Peter’s Pence 

 

PRAYERS PLEASE 
RECENTLY DECEASED 

Neil Loughlan  

Gemma Stopper (mother of Carmen Romeo) 

Sheila Anderson (mother of Bev Toone) 

Vera Fletcher (wife of Bob) 
 

SERIOUSLY ILL 

Maria George 

Filomena Harding 

LITURGY ROSTER 

 COMMENTATOR LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

May 18/19 - Pentecost Sunday 

6.00pm T. Stewart P. Stewart B. Gillard, C. Baker, C. Porter, D. Scannell, M. Scannell 

9.00am J. Bylsma M. Armstrong G. Scully, H. Scully, M. Dopheide, P. Shea, volunteer needed 

11.00am J. O’Dell C. Egan M. Goss, L. Dunell, K. Reardon, P. Reardon, M. Gaffney 

May 25/26 - Holy Trinity 

6.00pm D. Scannell F. Zylstra J. Gaspersz, K. Gaspersz, N. Gaspersz, M. Snipe, V. Jordan 

9.00am T. Taylor M. Dopheide P. Rigg, R. Decker, T. Goonan, M. Armstrong, volunteer needed 

11.00am L. Dunell J. O’Dell K. Reardon, J. Spataro, R. Ashworth, I. Ashworth, C. Zavadil 

a reminder that Jesus had already imbued the disciples 
with the Spirit but, as so often throughout his ministry, 

they were a bit slow to catch on to the significance of 
what he had done. It seems that they needed a more tan-

gible experience to jolt them into action and Acts records 

the very physical experience of the Spirit entering their 
midst as a roaring wind before settling upon them as 

tongues of flame. Jesus had breathed the Spirit upon 
them but it took the roaring wind to make a real impres-

sion on the disciples. There are frequent references in the 
gospels to Jesus being ‘filled with the Spirit’. It is this Spirit 

with which he was filled that he breathed upon his disci-

ples; it is that same Spirit that we receive sacramentally in 
Confirmation. 

For the weeks following the death of Jesus the disciples 
had lived in fear and confusion, not fully understanding 

what had happened and not really knowing what to do. 

When they realised that the Spirit Jesus had breathed up-
on them was really present and urging them to action they 

finally had the courage to begin the mission that Jesus 
had entrusted to them: to spread the Good News of Jesus 

and continue to realise his message in the world. 
© Greg Sunter 

(Continued from page 3) 


